
SAMPLE LETTER TO SEND TO COLOMBIAN AUTHORITIES  
 
May 2013 
 
Dear Sirs 
MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
NATIONAL RECRUITMENT OFFICE 
BOCHICA BATTALION No. 28 ASCP  
COLOMBIAN PRESIDENT 
COLOMBIAN VICE-PRESIDENT 
HUMAN RIGHTS OMBUDSMAN 
 
We write you with warm greetings and the hope that the God of life guide you as you seek holistic 
peace as the fruit of justice for the Colombian people.   
 
We write you this letter to share our concern for Jhonatan David Vargas Becerra, a youth leader from 
the Central Foursquare Christian Church of Barrancabermeja, Santander who was forcibly recruited by 
the 34th Battalion of Barrancabermeja and transferred to the 28th Bochica Battalion of Puerto Carreño, 
Vichada. He is currently there and has refused to swear allegiance.  
 
Jhonatan has stated that he is a conscientious objector due to his faith. This status has not been 
recognized and to the contrary Jhonatan has suffered psychological abuse and has been threatened with 
a court martial for insubordination and disobedience by some in the military.  
 
We know that Jhonatan David meets the requirements outlined by the Colombian Constitutional Court 
in Sentence C-728 of 2009 to invoke the right of conscientious objection to military service. Jhonatan 
has begun his theological and secular studies, has finished leadership studies and has maintained a clear 
stance rejecting violence in all of its manifestations. This has been certified by General Pastor Superior 
Abigail Mlacker and other members of his church. Jhonatan’s family also give testimony to his deep, 
fixed and sincere convictions. 
 
We are concerned for Jhonatan’s mental and psychological health, since he has been consistently 
verbally mistreated and has been made fun of for being a Christian. 
 
For these reasons we want to state our support for Jonathan David Vargas Becerra and his family. We 
kindly ask you to:  
 
1. Protect the fundamental right to conscientious objection to military service as established in 
Sentence C-728 of 2009. That they protect the right to freedom of conscience and religious freedom as 
established in articles 18 and 19 of the Colombian Constitution which are currently being violated by 
the National Army’s 28th ASCP Battalion.  
2. Release Jhonatan David Vargas Becerras and grant him C.O. status ending his need for military 
service. 
3. That Jhonatan be immediately returned to Barrancabermeja. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
c.c. justapaz@justapaz.org 


