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INTRODUCTION

We thank the readership of this report for your interest in the suffering and hope of 
Colombia’s evangelical and Protestant Christian churches.1 They are among the 
victims of the armed conflict, yet their experiences have not deterred them from 

pursuing nonviolence and true peace embodied in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Living out 
the good news of this gospel is their hope and strength for transforming the realities of 
injustice into justice and the realities of violence into peace.

This report provides a synthesis of the sociopolitical violence suffered by Evangelical 
Churches in 2006 and an analysis of the same year. The first part of the report recounts 
cases that occurred in second semester of 2006 and cases from the first semester that 
were not published in “A Prophetic Call, Report No.1.”2 

The second part of this document contains those cases that were not published in the first 
report and that occurred in 2004 and 2005. These last cases were not included in Report 1 
because, although they occurred in the period covered by the document, they were repor-
ted in the latter part of 2006. Please note that while this report is not an exhaustive account 
of situations of this type, it does illustrate what churches lived through during this time. 

1 In this document the term church refers to Protestant or Evangelical churches, unless otherwise specified. 
2 See A Prophetic Call: Colombian Churches Document their Suffering and Hope, Report I. This report includes all the cases registered by 

Justapaz during 2004, 2005, and the first half of 2006. (http://mcc.org/us/washington/prophetic_call.pdf )
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Critical moments for the victims

The testimony of survivors of this violence is being si-
lenced through assassinations designed to intimidate 
other victims of violence from armed groups. For the 
purposes of this report, these entities are: two guerrilla 
groups, the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia 
(FARC) and the National Liberation Army (ELN); the 
paramilitaries or the United Self-Defense Forces of 
Colombia (AUC); and the national Colombian Army.) 
The intimidation on behalf of the paramilitary, as well 
as national armed forces3 and the guerrilla, extends 
to those perceived as obstacles to achieving military, 
political and economic goals. People coming forward 
to the State to request the return of lands stolen by the 
paramilitary or learn the truth about lost loved ones 
are being attacked. Yet, at the same time, defenders 
of the Uribe Administration’s negotiation process with 
the paramilitary contend that progress is being made 
to weaken the paramilitary structure and give hope to 
the victims.  

Victims are cautiously breaking the straightjacket of 
silence that has held them captive.  In their bravery 
and desperation lies the possibility for truth be known, 
justice attained, and incredibly powerful paramilitary 
structures dismantled.  

At the same time, in Arauca the armed conflict bet-
ween the FARC and ELN guerrilla groups has escalated 

As we collected, verified and processed information, 
the communities that are victims of the conflict were 
living through critical times. The situation is still cri-
tical as we go to press in mid-2007, as evidenced by 
the continuation of the murders, massacres, disap-
pearances and displacements that took place during 
the second half of 2006. 

3 Some analysts deal with the State and paramilitary groups as one and the same armed actor to ensure clarity on the relationship bet-
ween the two and affirm that the existence and survival of paramilitarism is based on State action. Others make a distinction between the 
two in order to note the partial or complete autonomy between the two groups. An abundance of testimonies demonstrating the links 
between the two organizations and personnel of the paramilitary and State has risen over the years. While this report makes a distinction 
between the State and the paramilitary, the separate references are not intended to ignore the relationship that exists between the two 
but rather provide clarity on the specific armed actor responsible for committing the denounced acts.
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sharply and with it the carnage. The guerrilla groups, 
as well as the National Army, have drawn the churches 
and unarmed population into the conflict, ignoring 
their status as civilians and treating them as allies and 
sympathizers of one armed group or another. 

Many of the widows, threatened pastors and displa-
ced families who share their testimonies through this 
report are deeply afraid.  While we are not aware of 
any negative repercussions to survivors based on ca-
ses included in the first edition of this report, A Pro-
phet Call 1, the question remains, “Will giving voice 
to their deepest grief bring additional persecution on 
themselves and their families?”  

Amidst current paramilitary negotiations, victims and 
others who are unwilling to endure the oppression 
and injustice of the status quo wonder if this sensitive 
moment will open to historic change or become ano-

Human rights database robbery

In the early morning hours of June 14, 2007, intruders 
entered the Justapaz office through a roof opening 
and stole two computers. The hard drives contained 
information on churches working for peace and a ne-
gotiated solution to the armed conflict in Colombia, 
as well as on people from churches who have been 
victims of the armed groups. One of the stolen com-
puters contained information on the sources and facts 
that comprise this report. 

This case occurred twelve days after the database ro-
bbery at the office of the Fellowship of Reconciliation 

(FOR), an organization that provides accompaniment 
to the San Jose de Apartadó Peace Community. In 
addition to these cases, other attacks have occurred 
that follow the same criminal pattern and demonstrate 
a sophisticated knowledge of the burglarized offices 
and the ability to access specific information.

The Justapaz incident is the first time that a church 
organization working in the areas of peacebuilding, 
defense of human rights and the security of victims 
and potential witnesses has been subject to this kind 
of attack. 

ther disturbing twist that further brutalizes its victims 
and intensifies the country’s armed conflict.

At this time the government cannot guarantee the safe-
ty of those who speak their truth.  The message from 
the killings is clear: stay quiet or be silenced. For the 
living, not speaking out becomes a paralyzing psycho-
logical restraint and a life sentence of unrequited grief. 

Unless the survivors are reverenced as living texts and 
spoken truth is rewarded with justice rather than a bu-
llet, victims will be too scared to speak.  

As the writers of this report, we live with the anguis-
hed hope that, as detailed, these personal stories will 
contribute to life, and not more death.  We take the 
risk believing that only truth will set us free and that 
justice and peace will one day walk hand in hand. 



8

This documentation project is a joint venture between 
Justapaz4 and the Commission for Restoration, Life 
and Peace (referred to by its Spanish acronym the 
CRVP) of the Colombian Evangelical Council.5 These 
organizations have two complementary goals:

• To document and publicize the suffering that 
Colombia’s evangelical and Protestant churches 
have experienced as a result of the ongoing ar-
med conflict.

• To spotlight the life-giving responses of the 
churches as alternative paths in the midst of a 

violent context. These positive experiences pro-
vide signposts towards a non-military solution to 
the armed conflict.

The global faith community plays an essential role 
in supporting these faith witnesses.  We are grate-
ful to the international church-based agencies that 
support this ministry: Mennonite Central Commit-
tee; Christian Solidarity; Diakonia-Swedish Ecu-
menical Action; Kairos Canada, and Church World 
Service.

Who we are

4 Justapaz is the Christian Center for Justice, Peace and Nonviolent Action, a ministry of the Colombian Mennonite Church. The work of this 
project is conducted by Justapaz’s Documentation for Advocacy team.

5 The Colombian Evangelical Council, or CEDECOL, is a federation representing approximately 70% of Colombia’s Evangelical Christian 
population.
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Methodology for information collection: How do Justapaz and the CRVP document life experiences?

times through staff visits to the locations where the 
cases occurred. It is true that the report reflects a clear 
bias for the victims’ version of events; their story is 
reported even when inconsistent with other sources 
and accounts. Lastly, the cases were registered in a 
database and then organized into categories by the 
kind of violation suffered.

This document represents a careful, limited registry 
that does not reflect even a small part of the suffering 
of Colombian churches, much less the population at 
large. In many cases, the victims, their family and 
their community intentionally omit information due to 
their fear of reprisals. Sometimes they were honestly 
unable to provide specific information regarding the 
responsible party, which explains the high number 
of “unknown” alleged perpetrators in the reports of 
human rights violations. In other cases, the victims 
while willing to recount their experiences were not 
psychologically able to remember the acts that had 
been so traumatic for them.

Restricted economic and human resources impede 
coverage of the whole country and inhibit the docu-
menters’ ability to respond to all requests. Thus, the 
reported cases are concentrated in the geographic re-
gions where trained staff were able to do their work of 
listening and documentation.

At the request of the victims and surviving family 
members, many of the names appearing in this docu-

Many have undertaken to draw 
up an account of the things that 
have been fulfilled among us, 
just as they were handed down 
to us by those who from the first 
were eyewitnesses and servants 
of the word. Therefore, since I 
myself have carefully investiga-
ted everything from the begin-
ning, it seemed good also to me 
to write an orderly account for 
you…so that you may know the 
certainty of the things you have 
been taught. Luke 1:1-5

The information provided through this report is ba-
sed on field work carried out during the second half 
of 2006 by coordinators of the Documentation and 
Advocacy Program and regional team members. 
Program members were taught the biblical bases 
of documentation and advocacy, then were trained 
in techniques for gathering information in order to 
register cases of human rights and International 
Humanitarian Law violations. They collected testi-
mony from primary sources through interviews with 
victims, their family members, pastors and church 
leaders.

Information collected around the country was sent to 
Justapaz. There the data was reviewed and corrobo-
rated with secondary sources when possible, some-
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ment have been changed with the inten-
tion of protecting identity. An asterisk 
(*) indicates a fictitious name. Other 
names are published with the consent 
and accepted responsibility of the victi-
ms and their families.

Reporting protocol

The information on violations of Inter-
national Humanitarian Law and human 
rights is presented in ways that are con-
sistent with internationally recognized 
norms yet understandable for lay rea-
ders. 

Given this goal, Justapaz and the CRVP 
use the public domain On Line Politi-
cal Violence Information System, Sivel, 
to organize data and generate reports 
and tallies. For classification purposes, 
the program adopted and modified the 
Theoretical Framework of the Political 
Violence Data Bank, Human Rights and 
International Humanitarian Law of the 
organization Cinep.6

6 Theoretical Framework of the Data Bank on Political Violence, Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law, Marco Teórico del 
Banco de Datos de Violencia Política, DH y DIH del CINEP, of the Center of Investigation and Popular Education, Centro de Investigation 
e Education Popular, CINEP. http://nocheyniebla. org/comun/marcoteorico.pdf

Eventos Pan y Paz, Cali.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Justapaz and the Commission for Restoration, Life and Peace of CEDECOL last jo-
intly reported on the violence related to the armed conflict as it affects churches in 
August 2006 in the first edition of A Prophetic Call: Colombian Protestant Churches 

Document Their Suffering and Their Hope.7 This second edition of the joint grass-roots 
documentation report provides findings from all of 2006.

The principal political events for Colombians during 2006 were the election of a new 
Congress and presidential re-election; the debate in the U.S. Congress on the bi-laterial 
free trade agreement with Colombia; and, internally, continuing high-profile paramilitary 
demobilizations and revelations showing links between Colombian Congressional mem-
bers (and other public officials) with paramilitary groups and leaders. 

Also during 2006, 68 cases of human rights violations against people associated with the 
churches occurred8, with 223 victims and 289 individual acts of aggression. Death threats 
were the most frequent form of violence (147 victims). Other violations included forced 
displacement, forced disappearances, torture, arbitrary arrests, attacks, and the use of 
civilian populations as human shields by armed actors. 

Civilians make up the vast majority of registered victims, and in particular include peasants 
and young people. Many of the victims were targeted for being community leaders, for de-
veloping or supporting social programs, for being potential witnesses to crimes, for being 
related to or a friend of someone declared a military target, or simply because they aroused 
suspicion by thinking differently or acting against their victimizers.

7 Available on the Justapaz website at: http://mcc.org/us/washington/prophetic_call.pdf 
8 Of these, 52 are profiled in this report, and 16 in the previous report. 
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The paramilitaries (131 aggressions) and the guerri-
llas (126 aggressions) were presumed responsible 
for the majority of these violations. Twenty-eight (28) 
cases of aggression were attributed directly to gover-
nment forces.
 
In addition to the specific violations of human rights 
and International Humanitarian Law committed by the 
armed groups, the Colombian government and other 
institutions generally violate fundamental rights to re-
ligious freedom and equality. To address this problem, 
the Commission of Restoration, Life and Peace (CRVP) 
of the National Council of Protestant Churches and Jus-
tapaz created the religious rights monitoring project . 

The project’s first research shows that in official go-
vernment proceedings that have a direct effect on the 
fate of the nation, multiple obstacles exist that im-
pede participation by churches and religious deno-
minations other than the Catholic Church. Generally, 
the Catholic Church is the only denomination present 
at official proceedings, where it has the capacity to 
influence important decision-making processes. 

Despite various types and forms of violence against 
the Christian churches, they have not been passive 
victims. They have chosen to take more, and more 
active, roles in local, regional, and national life in 
order to respond to the poverty and armed conflict 
that harshly impact their communities. In their search 
for long-term solutions, the churches have designed, 
developed and sustainably implemented actions that 
build true peace. These initiatives are based on two 
fundamental elements: great creativity–the product 
of urgent necessity and of a profound desire to ser-
ve–and an intimate knowledge of the complexities of 
their community life.

Therefore, as a result of the analyses of the peace initia-
tives and of the situations of the churches who confront 
human rights violations of their members, this report 
concludes with a series of recommendations for seve-
ral sectors of the Colombian government, as well as for 
Colombian society and the international community. 
These recommendations grow out of both the suffe-
ring these churches have experienced and the trans-
formative power of their peace initiatives. The steps, 
which point toward a stable and enduring peace for the 
nation, necessarily include: measures for social and 
economic justice; the right to religious freedom and 
equality and the defense, promotion and full exercise 
of human rights, International Humanitarian Law, and 
the rights of victims to truth, justice, and reparations.

Thank you for opening yourselves to the suffering and 
hope of Colombia’s churches. We invite you to sha-
re the accounts detailed in this report and respond 
in your life and place, as you are able. Join the cry, 
“Enough death!” in ways that give life and the work for 
transformation alongside Colombian churches. How 
can you do this?

• Pray for the victims, the perpetrators and the pea-
cemakers. 

• Speak truth to government officials through sharing 
the recommendations above.

• Participate in the Days of Prayer and Action, each 
spring. Join the Bread and Peace (Pan y Paz) ce-
lebrations, each fall.

In these and other ways, you can nourish the seeds of 
peace already sown, in faith-filled courage and sacri-
fice, in the midst of violence. 

For more information: justapaz@justapaz.org
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Chapter 1: Conceptual framework

SIGNS OF THE TIMES

And there came to him the Pharisees 
and Sadducees tempting: and they 
asked him to show them a sign 
from heaven. But he answered and 
said to them: When it is evening, 
you say, It will be fair weather, for 
the sky is red. And in the morning: 
Today there will be a storm, for the 
sky is red and lowering. You know 
then how to discern the face of the 
sky: and can you not know the 
signs of the times? 
Matthew 16: 1-3

One of the most important events of 2006 was the political process of electing a new 
Congress and the President. There were many different dynamics to be observed 
in this process: the proliferation of political parties seeking seats in the Congress; 

a crisis in the traditional political parties; and established regional political leaders see-
king places in the new parties (most of which sought to fall within the scope of President 
Uribe’s popularity). As a backdrop to this process, negotiations for a free trade agreement 
with the United States were carried out, as was the government-initiated process with the 
paramilitaries–as laid out in the Justice and Peace Law–a bill proposed by the current 
Colombian administration and approved as law by Congress.

The presidential re-election–the result of a constitutional change pushed by partisan and 
business sectors closely tied to the president–was a landmark event in Colombian history, 
especially since 62% of voters voted in favor of keeping Alvaro Uribe Vélez in power.

While historic and decisive, these facts are also evidence of a crisis within the traditional 
political parties, of the presence of new political actors in the country, and of the expecta-
tions of a good number of Colombians that the government will continue to promote the use 
of strong-arm tactics and exercise force in order to solve the country’s various problems.

However, the year 2006 also saw multiple scandals play out publicly. These included re-
ports of links between paramilitaries or drug traffickers with members of Congress and pu-
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blic officials, as well as paramilitary infiltration of the 
police and Administrative Security Department (DAS). 
There was also the continuation of established—and 
the formation of new—paramilitary groups that are 
not only tolerated, but also supported by national, re-
gional, and local government authorities. At the time 
of this report’s writing, more than 30 members of the 
government, including the Congress and armed for-
ces, were under investigation or imprisoned.

Along with putting into question the legitimacy of this 
government and the Congress of the Republic, these 
facts indicate that the situation—for the victims of 
paramilitaries, in particular—will worsen. The para-
militaries will seek to silence their victims, to prevent 
them from bringing to light any evidence that might 
endanger the paramilitaries’ future.

This is paradoxical, particularly because the Colom-
bian government has made a stated goal of advancing 
what it calls the “paramilitary peace process.” Some 
view the process as just a law of impunity, while 
others believe it is at least a tool to begin to move 
forward with the demobilization of armed groups. But 
it seems clear that the legal framework for the pro-
cess is not adequate, particularly in terms of victims’ 
rights to truth, justice and reparations. Additionally, it 
does not sufficiently guarantee the safety demanded 
by victims who wish to speak out and to not continue 
to be victimized. 

Concentrating on this kind of peace process, which 
has focused largely on protecting the rights of the 

paramilitaries, means losing sight of the fact that 
Colombia is immersed in an armed conflict—a fact 
that has been denied repeatedly by the president of 
the country. Thus the conflict continues to become 
more complicated, and its principle causes—which 
include unequal distribution of land and wealth—are 
increasingly obscured. These inequities worsen the 
humanitarian situation and increase poverty and 
unemployment, as is reflected not only in actual re-
ductions in income levels and quality of life indica-
tors, but also in the concentration of wealth among an 
ever smaller number of people.

CODHES (the Council for Human Rights and Dis-
placement)9 reported that in 2006, some 219,886 
people were displaced by armed actors. The number 
is smaller than in previous years which may indicate 
a decrease in the causal factors of displacement, the 
restriction of the freedom of movement or a decision 
not to move. What is clear is the fact that continued 
displacements indicate a continuation of the armed 
conflict across the country, and that the situation of 
humanitarian crisis has not been resolved by the go-
vernment. The government has not adopted effective 
measures to end the causes generating forced displa-
cements and to protect the Colombian population in a 
thorough way, despite orders from the Constitutional 
Court to do so in 2004.10

These facts contradict the government’s reports on 
its successes with the demobilization of more that 
30,000 alleged paramilitaries. CODHES’s displace-
ment statistics indicate, however, that the demobili-

9 Consultoría para los Derechos Humanos y el Desplazamiento, Codhes. Newsletter No. 1. Cartagena, Colombia. February 1, 2007.
10 Through Constitutional Court Decision T-025 of 2004.
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zation efforts have not been successful, particularly 
because they have not worked to dismantle the com-
plex criminal and financial structures of the parami-
litaries. Acts of terror and intimidation against civic 
organizations and the general population continue in 
many parts of the country. 
 
Many of these criminal acts are credited to the reor-
ganization of demobilized actors who in some cases 
have remained tied to existing paramilitary structures 
and in other cases have begun to form drug trafficking 
and common criminal gangs. Whatever their guise, 
they continue to commit criminal acts and to intimi-
date the civilian population.

For their part, the guerrilla groups also continue their 
aggressions against the civilian population. Accor-
ding to a report by the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights, in 2006 “the Human Rights 
Ombudsman registered an increase in the number of 
reported infractions against International Humanita-
rian Law attributed to guerrilla groups, particularly to 
the FARC-EP.”11

It is important to point out, within this context, the 
discussions the Colombian government and the 
National Liberation Army (ELN) have carried out to 
determine the conditions for eventual peace negotia-
tions, and the prominent roles that different sectors 
of civil society have had in those discussions. In the 
same way, small signs of movement have been seen 

toward an eventual process of dialogue between the 
government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia (FARC) to seek agreements on a possible 
humanitarian exchange of prisoners. Incidents such 
as the car bomb explosion in Bogotá’s Military Uni-
versity on October 19, however, have provided the 
government with a justification for backpedaling on 
initiatives of interaction or negotiation with the FARC 
guerrillas. The FARC has insisted on preconditions 
that the government inevitably rejects.

These intermittent good intentions are insufficient–
particularly since armed attacks by both the irregular 
groups and the Army have continued, and have con-
siderably affected the civilian population.

As part of their political-military strategy, the gue-
rrillas continue the occupation of areas previously 
controlled by paramilitaries, el boleteo extortion12, ki-
dnapping, and the control of drug trafficking in many 
areas of the country, along with forced recruitment of 
children.

Directly and indirectly, the churches confront the 
effects, causes and consequences of the varied 
conflicts the country is experiencing: armed, social, 
political and environmental. They contribute alterna-
tive and constructive human initiatives—social and 
cultural seeds of peace—in the midst of this same 
context.

11 Report from the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the human rights situation in Colombia, p 17. 
12 Translator’s note: boleteo is a name given to an extortion strategy.
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Chapter 2:

SITUATIONS OF VIOLENCE 

In this chapter, each violent offence will be defined to clarify the actions that are grouped 
under the headings, followed by case studies involving the defined act.

Homicide13

To cause the death of a human being through a single, intentional act of violence.

In 2006 the CINEP (Center for National Research and Popular Education) database regis-
tered 406 civilian homicides caused by the internal conflict.14 An estimated 4,501 civilian 
deaths occurred between 1997 and 2005 as a result of the conflict. By comparison, 1,505 
combat deaths were estimated for that same time period.15

Clearly, the majority of violent deaths do not occur within the armed groups, but rather 
among civilians. In fact, the difference between the number of civilian deaths compared 
to combatant deaths may be even greater than the statistics indicate. The reliability of 

13 Some pieces of the following definitions were taken from CINEP’s “Conceptual Framework for the Political Violence, Human Rights and 
International Humanitarian Law Database,” http://nocheyniebla.org/comun/marcoteorico.pdf. 

14 Consult the CINEP Database, April 2007.
15 According to CINEP’s Database (May 5, 2005 version; see the journal Noche y Niebla (“Night and fog”) No. 32). 
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the data reported by the armed groups is limited. On 
the one hand, there is no independent verification of 
their reports, which are suspect due to the military 
advantages of reporting higher numbers of enemy 
deaths and lower numbers of the group’s own ca-
sualties. The reports are also limited in their relia-
bility due to instances of murdered civilians being 
dressed in enemy uniforms, therefore counted as 
combatant rather than civilian deaths, and by many 
civilians’ refusal to report the true causes of death of 
their relatives out of fear of reprisals. 

The testimonies presented here illustrate the range of 
different pretexts used by the armed groups to commit 
homicide. Analysis of the violent acts presented here 
shows that all of the armed groups frequently kill and 
use other forms of violence as part of strategies to:
> control “strategic corridors” for drug- and weapons 
trafficking and the movement of troops
> intimidate or silence witnesses and people who op-
pose the group
> consolidate military, political and economic hege-
mony and to protect their business interests.

For the armed groups, the mere suspicion of ties 
to an enemy group—whether the ties are proven 
or not—is sufficient grounds for murder. Selective 
assassinations are also used as a tactic for intimi-
dating a local population. In some cases, murde-
red civilians are dressed up in camouflage guerrilla 
uniforms and presented as downed guerrillas to de-
monstrate the Army’s effectiveness in its struggle 
against insurgency.

CASE 1
HOMICIDE

Victim: Oscar Argumedo Páez, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: May 28, 2006 
Location: Arauquita, Arauca
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Oscar Argumedo Páez, a 34-year-old farmer, attended 
the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia in Arau-
quita, Arauca. He was married to Wilma Elor Gómez 
López, age 32, with whom he had three children: Ju-
liana, Jaime, and Oscar David.

Before he disappeared, Oscar received a phone call 
through which he was ordered to attend a meeting 
near La Victoria, Venezuela. 

After Oscar left for the meeting, his whereabouts were 
unknown for several months. Farmers found his body 
along the edge of a canyon, with several gunshot 
wounds to the head. His body was found next to the 
bodies of his family members Jorge and Dumar and 
his wife Wilma Gómez (see cases 3 and 4).

Although the family does not have confirmed infor-
mation, this act has been attributed to the FARC be-
cause of threats Oscar had previously received. He 
is one of many civilian victims in the guerrilla war 
that began in April 2006 between the FARC and the 
ELN in Arauca.
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CASE 2
HOMICIDE
THREAT

Victim: Durley Salcedo, Lutheran Church 
Date: May 31, 2006 
Location: Ibagué, Tolima
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Durley’s carved-up body was found in an abandonded 
house, five days after his murder by alleged paramili-
taries. On June 5, his sister identified the body, based 
on the clothes he had been wearing. 

Durley was murdered in Las Delicias neighborhood 
of Ibagué, where there is a guerrilla and paramilita-
ry presence, apparently for being in the street after 
9:00 pm. Like other young people, Durley had been 
warned by the paramilitaries that no one was to leave 
their houses after 9:00 pm. 

A Lutheran Church denounced the murder and de-
manded that the AUC leave the neighborhood. Al-
though the armed groups remain there, they tempo-
rarily ceased attacks in the area. In this way, there is 
the appearance of peace. After committing a murder 
or similar crime, and after a body has been found, the 
armed groups in the area typically quiet down for a 
few days while the Public Forces carry out investiga-
tions of the case.

CASE 3
HOMICIDE

Victims: Wilma Gómez and Jorge 
Argumedo, of the United Pentecostal 
Church of Colombia
Date: July 28, 2006 
Location: Arauquita, Arauca
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Wilma Gómez, 32 years old, was married to Oscar 
Argumedo Páez, 34 years old, and had three young 
children. Jorge Argumedo, 41 years old, lived with 
his wife Jenny and their four children: Angie, age 5; 
Diego, age 3; Margarita, age 6; and a five-month-old 
baby. Wilma and Jorge were farmers and members of 
the United Pentecostal Church of Arauquita. 

Wilma received a phone call at home, in which she 
was told to go to find her husband–who had been 
missing since May 28. In response to this call, she 
left the house, accompanied by Jorge Argumedo, her 
husband’s nephew. Months later, farmers discovered 
the bodies of Wilma Gómez, Oscar Argumedo Páez, 
Jorge Argumedo and Dumar Argumedo along the 
edge of a canyon (see cases 1, 4, and 13). 

These murders were attributed to the FARC, due to the 
conflict between the FARC and the ELN that began in 
Arauca province in early April, 2006. 
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CASE 4
HOMICIDE

Victim: Dumar Argumedo, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: July 31, 2006 
Location: Arauquita, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Dumar Argumedo, 26 years old, had a wife and a 
two-year-old son and was a member of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia in Arauca. At the end 
of July, he was at work on his family’s farm one day 
when armed men came and took him away. The farm 
is an hour and a half by foot from his house, in the 
village of Mentacacao in Arauquita county.

Along the shore of a river that runs past his farm, some 
farmers found the bodies of Dumar; his father, Oscar 
Argumedo Páez; his aunt, Wilma Gómez; and his bro-
ther, Jorge Argumedo (see cases 1, 3 and 13).

CASE 5
HOMICIDE
ATTACK ON GOODS
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Moisés Cañas, his wife and six 
children, of the Pentecostal Church 
Date: August 15, 2006 
Location: Ábrego, Norte De Santander
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Moisés had six children and was a church leader. He 
had been warned to abandon his political work; and on 
August 15, 2006, he was shot repeatedly – including 
shots fired after he had fallen, dead, onto the ground. 

The murder took place in the presence of his 17-
year-old daughter, who was psychologically affected. 
Despite all this, eight days later–in the presence of 
the entire family and the church pastor–the murderers 
returned and stole the motorcycle that had belonged 
to Moisés.

The family was displaced to another municipality in 
Norte de Santander, where they are living in a dire si-
tuation of overcrowding and economic scarcity. Prior 
to the displacement, they had a farm, a house, and a 
store. 

The alleged perpetrators are demobilized paramilita-
ries who call themselves the “Black Eagles.” 

CASE 6
HOMICIDE
TORTURE

Victim: Álvaro Ñustes, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: August 28, 2006 
Location: Ibagué, Tolima
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Álvaro was 36 years old. On August 28, after mid-
night, a group of hooded and armed men appeared 
on horseback and motorcycles. Neighbors–who were 
watching through their windows–saw the men threa-
ten Álvaro with revolvers and rifles, then drag him 
away. He was later found dead. He had been hanged, 
tied up, and his face had been disfigured with acid. 
The perpetrators are presumed to be members of the 
AUC who sought to punish Álvaro for not wanting to 
collaborate with them.  



21

CASE 7
HOMICIDE
INJURY

Victim: Jorge Luis Aleán Martínez, 
of the Foursquare Church
Date: September 17, 2006 
Location: Montería, Córdoba
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Jorge Luis was married and had one daughter. He at-
tended the Foursquare Church of Montería and was 
the owner of a stand where he sold cellular telephone 
calls. On September 17, 2006, around 9:00 am, in 
the Colón neighborhood church–in the middle of a 
service he took part in along with 300 other people–
Jorge was murdered and his brother was wounded, 
with several gunshots.

Jorge Luis had received threats for some time when 
he lived in Tierralta (also in Córdoba province). In 
previous years he had suffered three assasination at-
tempts, the last of which occured February 4, 2006. 
In that attack, a bodyguard named Héctor Herrera 
died. In the weeks prior to the murder, the threats had 
become more frequent. 

Although the family and the authorities declined to 
provide information about the alleged perpetrators, it 
can be readily observed that the area was under the 
control of paramilitaries at the time.

CASE 8
 HOMICIDE

Victims: Arturo* and Pablo,*  
of the United Pentecostal Church  
of Colombia. 
Date: December 1, 2006 
Location: Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Arturo* and Alcira* were married and had two sons, 
Pablo* and Ángel.* Arturo and Alcira were both 
members of the United Pentecostal Church of Co-
lombia, in Saravena. Arturo and Pablo worked on 
various farms, doing manual labor. For their last 
job, the two had to travel from Puerto Nariño, where 
they lived, to Puerto Contreras, near the border with 
Venezuela. 

On the afternoon of December 1, while they were 
working, they were stopped by armed men. The 
armed men tied their hands together, blindfolded 
them, and took them by force. After nearly a week 
of searching, their decomposed bodies were found 
floating in the Arauca River during the first week of 
December.
 
The alleged perpetrators of the murders are the 
FARC. Guerrillas from this group told Alcira that 
they had murdered her husband and son because 
they were not from the region–were unknown–and 
for that reason were suspected to be collaborators 
with, or members of, the ELN or the paramilitaries. 
Alcira is now ill, has no source of income, and has a 
young child in her care.
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CASE 9
HOMICIDE
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Roberto,* of the Global 
Missionary Movement Church 
Date: December 10, 2006 
Location: Saravena, Arauca
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Roberto* was the leader of a youth group in the Global 
Missionary Movement Church, in Saravena, Arauca. 
He and his wife had been married only 20 days when 
he was murdered. 

According to the owners of the farm where Rober-
to worked–who are members of the same church–
around 5:00 pm on December 10, when Roberto had 
completed his work for the day and was preparing to 
leave, they heard gunshots from combat that sounded 
like it was very nearby. For that reason, Roberto wai-
ted ten minutes longer and then left. Fifteen minutes 
later, they heard more sporadic gunfire; and Roberto 
ended up dead, with gunshot wounds to the chest. 

According to Roberto’s relatives and some church 
members, he had run into an Army patrol, members 
of which shot him as soon as he appeared. They also 
took a scythe that he carried from him, removed the 
clothes he was wearing and replaced them with a 
guerrilla uniform, and placed a grenade in his hand. 

The following day, Roberto was reported as a downed 
guerrilla member. The family denounced the case 
with the local Human Rights Ombudsman, but the 
complaint has remained in the investigation stage, 
with no resolution. 

In response to the charge, the Army’s 18th Briga-
de presented photos of the dead body. The photos 
showed Roberto laying face down, without any bullet 
holes in the uniform he was wearing. According to the 
Army, Roberto had been running, attempting to flee 
from the military, and for that reason they had had 
to shoot him. However, they could not explain how 
the bullets had entered his chest without leaving any 
trace on the uniform. 

The family and church members believe that Roberto 
was murdered due to the pressure the Army was un-
der to produce in their war against the guerrilla. Fear 
of persecution, blackmail, and false accusation have 
impeded progress in the case; and at the end of 2006, 
Roberto’s family was forced into displacement. His 
family fears that they will not be able to restore their 
son’s good reputation.
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CASE 10
HOMICIDE

Victim: Janeth Martínez, of the Christian 
Alliance Missionary Church.
Date: December 10, 2006 
Location: Arauquita, Arauca
Allegad Perpetrators: ELN

Janeth Martínez was a dressmaker and a member of the 
Alliance Church. At 42 years of age, she was a widow 
and had three teenage children: Carlos,* 17 years old; 
Julie,* 15 years old; and Gabriela,* 11 years old.

On the night of December 10th, a group of armed men 
appeared at the door of her house and, without saying 
a word, murdered her with eight bullets in the head. 
Gabriela witnessed the murder.

In November, ELN guerrillas–her alleged murde-
rers–had threatened her, leaving written notes telling 
her to leave the town or they would kill her. Janeth’s 
husband–a member of the FARC, according to the 
murderers–was murdered in November.

CASE 11
HOMICIDE
 

Victim: Flor*
Date: Second half of 2006 
Location: Arauquita, Arauca
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

 
Flor* was married and had two daughters, one six 
months old and one five years old. The family lived in 
a small house made of wooden planks on a farm that 
they looked after in Santa Isabel village. One night, 
they noticed that an armed group was close by–pro-
bably the guerrillas.
 
Between 4:00 and 5:00 am, they felt strong explo-
sions from grenades and cylinder-bombs and heard 
sounds of combat including gunfire. One shot pier-
ced the roof of the house and hit Flor–who was lying 
in bed on her back–in the forehead. Her husband be-
lieves that the bullet came from an Army helicopter. 
When the combat was over, the Army came to their 
house, took her body, and presented her as a guerrilla 
casualty. Her husband denounced the case before the 
Solicitor General’s office and the local Human Rights 
Ombudsman. Despite the danger, the family’s survi-
ving members had to remain in the same place where 
her murder took place. Unlike the farm’s owners–who 
left in mid-2006–Flor’s family was only able to leave 
in January 2007, because they lacked the economic 
resources to move until that time.
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Forced disappearance

A situation where the victim’s whereabouts, circums-
tances, and survival are unknown. The disappeared 
person has presumably been taken by one of the ar-
med groups (most often the government forces or the 
paramilitary). 

In the last twenty years, more than 11,000 forcibly di-
sappeared persons have been registered in Colombia, 
according to the government’s Office of the Inspector 
General. In these cases, there is no body. There is no 
evidence of life or death to offer hope or allow for a 
funeral and closure. The families wait in anguish for 
a father to return from the countryside or for a son to 
return from the bakery. The months turn into years, 
and often there is not even news coverage of the “di-
sappeared.” For disappearances recorded in Colom-
bia between 2001 and 2006, 20% are attributed to 
government forces, 57% to the paramilitaries, and the 
rest to undetermined groups and foreign agents.16 

CASE 12 
FORCED DISAPPEARANCE
TORTURE 

Victim: Hernando Caicedo,* of the 
Christian Alliance Missionary Church
Date: March 1, 2006 
Location: Puerto Asís, Putumayo
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP
 

Hernando Caicedo* transported goods and passengers 
along the Putumayo River. On the afternoon of March 1, 
Hernando was seized by members of the FARC’s 48th 
Front. According to witnesses, he was tied up, beaten, 
and disappeared. No one knows what has become of 
him. These events took place during an armed blocka-
de of the southern part of the country. What’s more, ac-
cording to a local pastor, ever since the AUC demobili-
zations “fear has been running loose” in Puerto Asís.

CASE 13
FORCED DISAPPEARANCE

Victim: Eliécer Argumedo, Iglesia 
Pentecostal Unida de Colombia
Date: October 12, 2006 
Location: Arauquita, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Eliécer Argumedo, 41, was a campesino married 
to Edi. Together they had six children: Camilo,* 18 
years old; Rigoberto* 17; Rodrigo,* 15; German* 
and two very young children. During the first days of 
October, Eliécer left for Huasdualito, Venezuela, as 

16 CINEP’s Database, April 2007.
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was his custom for his work. His family has not seen 
him since and believes that he was detained at a road 
block and taken by force. The same happened to his 
relatives Oscar Argumedo, Wilma Gomez Lopez, and 
Jorge Argumeda who were forcibly disappeared and 
executed in months prior. (see cases 1, 3,and 4).

Torture

All actions that intentionally inflict grave pain or su-
ffering on a person, be they physical or mental, with 
the goal of obtaining information or a confession from 
them about themselves or a third party, punishing 
them for an act they have committed or to intimidate 
this person or a third party, for ethnic, cultural, religio-
us, or political reasons17. 

CASE 14
TORTURE
DEATH THREAT

Victim: Alfonso Miguel Gonzáles Montes, 
of the Love and Life Church
Date: June 25, 2006 
Location: Bosconia, Cesar
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Alfonso is a clothing and shoes salesman. On June 
25, the public bus on which he was traveling was sto-
pped by FARC guerrillas, who forced all the passen-
gers to get off.

On learning of Alfonso’s connection with the church, 
they made fun of him, aping church preachers. They 
took wallets, cash, watches and other valuables from 
all the passengers, mimicking the collection of offe-
rings in a church. The guerrillas kicked Alfonso and 
hit him in the head and back with the butts of their 
rifles. It is assumed that the guerrillas, with help from 
one of the passengers on the bus, were looking for 
someone they sought to kidnap. 

CASE 15
TORTURE
DEATH THREAT
ATTACK ON GOODS

Victims: Margarita María Castaño and an 
unidentified person, from the Colombian 
Missionary Evangelical Union Church
Date: October 3, 2006 
Location: Palmira, Valle del Cauca
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

 
Margarita is the daughter of Gladys, and a mem-
ber of the Colombian Missionary Evangelical Union 
Church (IUMEC). Alleged demobilized paramilitaries 
attempted to rob a number of apartments in the bui-
dling where Margarita lives. But the neighbors and 
building supervisor, with a show of great courage and 
support, frustrated the attempted robbery. However, 
the building supervisor was seriously beaten.

As they fled in a car, the demobilized paramilitaries 
ran into a school bus. Five boys and girls were serio-
usly hurt in the accident. 

17 Other cases of torture, see: Cases 6 and 12. 
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Even though the demobilized paramilitaries were de-
tained, the conditions of their detention were highly 
irregular. While they sat handcuffed in a health clinic, 
they had the opportunity to speak with the police and 
with some of the witnesses who were prepared to testi-
fy. Among these witnesses was Margarita, whom they 
intimidated so that she would not denounce them.

Armed group militia members associated with the pa-
ramilitary from various parts of the country arrived in 
Palmira during the second half of 2006, anticipating 
a possible handover by the Colombian Armed Forces 
of an area in Florida and Bradera counties (counties 
adjacent to Palmira) to the FARC. The government 
briefly considered the possibility of conceding a mi-
litary-free zone to the FARC, but dialogue potential 
broke down and no territory was ceded. 

CASE 16
TORTURE
ARBITRARY DETENTION18

DEATH THREAT

Victims: Camilo* and Rosa,* 
of the Mennonite Church
Date: November 6, 2006
Location: Bogotá
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Fourteen year-old Camilo* is one of Rosa’s* eight 
children. Camilo was detained from November 7 to 
November 10 by alleged paramilitaries. They forced 
him into a taxi and asked him questions about his 
mom. They detained him, tied up his hands and feet, 
covered his mouth, shaved some of his hair, and ver-
bally assaulted him.

Throughout the interrogation, Camilo insisted that he 
was someone else–not the person they were looking 
for. He changed his name and that of his mother, and 
in this way denied knowing anything about what they 
asked concerning Rosa.

For her part, Rosa undertook an intense search for her 
son. He was found on November 10, alive, in a small 
field in the northwest part of Bogotá.

Rosa, Camilo and the rest of their family have been 
forced into displacement multiple times. Rosa has 

18 Arbitrary detention describes a situation in which individuals or groups are deprived of their freedom by public officials through abuse of 
authority or as a result of a biased or subjective judicial process. (Adapted from Freedom: Hostage of “Democratic Security.” Observatory 
of Human Rights and Humanitarian Law, Colombia-Europe-United States Observatory, (Observatorio de Derechos Humanos y Derecho 
Humanitario. Coordinación Colombia-Europa-Estados Unidos)).
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been the target of harassment, death threats, and 
attempts on her life since running for City Council 
in 2004 in Florencia, Caquetá, and because of her 
affiliation with the Community Members’ Movement 
there. 

The family and community, both in Caqueta and Bo-
gota, attribute the persecution to the paramilitary. 

Attempted Murder

An unsuccessful attempt to destroy a life or compro-
mise the physical integrity of a person. 

Even if the intended victim survives, the attempt can 
result in significant physical, material, and psycho-
logical damage to the targeted individual. Many ti-
mes the murder attempts take place in the presence 
of children and loved ones, with no consideration for 
the psychological impact the experience may have on 
them. 

CASE 17
DEATH THREAT
ATTEMPTED MURDER
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Elizabeth,* Rodolfo,* 
and their four children, 
of the Mennonite Church 
Date: March 15, 2006  
Location: Pelaya, Cesar
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Since 2001, Elizabeth has been a dental assistant 
and a City Council member in Cesar province. Her 
family includes herself, her husband Rodolfo, and 
four children.

In March 2006, while she took part in a campaign 
event supporting a local politician in Pelaya, she was 
threatened and shot at. She was not hurt, however. La-
ter, on May 29, another attempt on her life was made. 
And on June 8, her whole family was forcibly displa-
ced from the town to Bogotá. 

Because of continued security concerns in Bogotá, 
her family has had to move at least five times. The 
parents have also been forced to take the children out 
of the city. 

Paramilitaries are the alleged perpetrators. In 2002, 
alleged paramilitaries made an attempt on Elizabeth’s 
life, but thanks to the intervention and support of the 
townspeople, she escaped safely. 
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CASE 18 
ATTEMPTED MURDER

 
Victim: Julio Cesar Quintero, of the 
Mennonite church 
Date: March 29, 2006   
Location: Cúcuta, Norte de Santander   
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

 
On March 29, 2006, armed men shot bullets into the 
house where Julio Cesar was in a meeting with the 
other members of CORPADECOL (Colombian Cor-
poration of Displaced Persons). Police detained one 
of the men who fired the shots, but–even though he 
had a criminal record for committing terrorist acts–
he was freed a few days after the attack.

CASE 19
DEATH THREAT
ATTEMPTED MURDER
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Miguel Álvaro,* Daniela Hugo,* 
their sons Ernesto* and Enrique,* 
Daniela’s nephew Roberto,*  
and Daniela’s brother Juan Jacobo,*  
all of the Mennonite church
Date: June 29, 2006 
Location: San Vicente del Caguán, Caquetá
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Daniela* and Miguel* are married. They are the 
parents of Ernesto* and Enrique,* and also take care of 
a nephew. Daniela is a trade unionist in the health care 

sector. She is a member of the ANTHOC (Association 
of Colombian Hospital Workers) labor union. 

An attempt was made on the lives of Daniela’s hus-
band Miguel Álvaro and her brother Juan Jacobo, 
and so–with help from the San Vicente del Caguán 
mayor’s office–they were sent to the city of Neiva.

Later, with help from the Social Ministries of the 
Catholic Church, Daniela, her sons and her nephew 
were able to leave for Bogotá. Through telephone 
calls, the threats against them continued. As a 
result, they were forced to sleep in a different place 
each night. 

The alleged perpetrators are paramilitaries. In June 
2004, paramilitaries murdered one of Miguel Álvaro’s 
sisters and her husband. The husband had been a go-
vernment employee in San Vicente del Caguán when 
that county was part of a demilitarized zone ceded to 
the FARC during peace talks between the FARC and 
the government.

Because they had witnessed this murder, Daniela and 
Miguel’s family was declared a military target. Also, 
the alleged perpetrators tried to forcibly recruit their 
nephews, two of whom disappeared. 

In November, the nuclear family and the nephew in 
their care were able to go into in exile in Canada, 
with support from a local Mennonite church. (See 
Seeds of Peace case profile on peace and justice 
committee.)
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CASE 20
ATTEMPTED MURDER

Victims: Emilse Burgos Jaimes, Gina Paula 
Herrera and John Henry Herrera, all of the 
Mennonite Church
Date: September 8, 2006 
Location: Bogotá
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

As Emilse and her two children walked out of the “Jor-
ge Eliécer Gaitán” Theater, men riding a motorcycle 
fired shots at them. None of the three were harmed.

They have received death threats since 1999. 
They have denounced these threats to the Attorney 
General’s office and the Police. According to Emilse, 
the alleged perpetrators are paramilitaries (for more 
details, see case 70).

CASE 21
DEATH THREAT
ATTEMPTED MURDER

Victim: Nohora,* of the Mennonite Church
Date: September 13, 2006 
Location: Bogotá
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Even though two men on a motorcylce shot at her 
while she was riding in a taxi, Nohora* was unhar-
med. She denounced the attempt on her life to go-
vernment authorities, and also denounced the threats 
she has received in pamphlets.

The alleged perpetrators are members of the AUC 
who have been trying to extort money from her. In 
October 2005, this group left her a pamphlet offe-
ring to protect her from the guerrillas in exchange 
for six million pesos (approximately US$2,800). 
Since that time, she has received many threatening 
telephone calls and a threatening letter. Before the-
se incidents, she was persecuted by the ELN in 
Palitas (1987) and Barranquilla (see case 73 from 
July 2005).

CASE 22
ATTEMPTED MURDER
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Andrés,* Aleida,* 
María Luisa,* Ramiro,* 
Jorge* and Sebastián,* 
all of the Christian Alliance 
Missionary Church 
Date: September 25, 2006 
Location: Villavicencio, Meta 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Twentysix-year-old Andrés* was a member of the 
Alliance Church in Meta province. Alleged guerrillas 
shot at him, and in Bogotá they likewise persecuted 
him and his brother.

Because of the attempt on his life in Meta, Andrés* 
was forced to move inland to the capital, together with 
his mother Aleida,* his sister María Luisa,* and his 
brothers Jorge* and Sebastián.* 
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The family had been declared a military target on 
April 8 in Mesetas in the province of Meta. The Army 
brought them to the city of Villavicencio on May 22, 
after they received repeated death threats.

On August 25, in Villavicencio, the family experien-
ced an attempted murder; and with the help of the 
Red Cross, they moved to Bogotá from August 25-29. 
Even though the Solicitor General’s office authorized 
security measures to protect the family, their pursuers 
located them and–on September 25–they received 
threatening telephone calls and noticed armed men 
in their neighborhood.

This persecution results from a 2006 FARC declara-
tion that all government workers would be considered 
military targets. 

This same family has been the victim of other forms 
of violence as well. In September 2005, Sebastián 
was beaten by alleged guerrillas because he wor-
ked for the Mayor’s office. On December 31, 1998, 
alleged guerrillas murdered Andrés’ uncle in Bogotá. 
Aleida’s late husband Ernesto was murdered on April 
25, 2004, in front of Sebastián, by members of the 
FARC’s 40th Front. The guerrillas accused the family 
of being Army collaborators.

Displacement 

The forced migration of an individual or group, within 
the country, and the forced abandonment of their pla-
ce of residence and regular economic activities, as 
a result of their lives, physical integrity, or freedom 
being made vulnerable.19 

Many internally displaced persons (IDPs) are threa-
tened by the armed conflict. It is estimated that in 
the last 20 years more than three million people have 
been forced into displacement20. Only Sudan regis-
ters higher levels of this form of violence and human 
suffering.21 

Within a historical and political context where the ar-
med conflict has extinguished approximately 11,300 
lives in the last five years22 and has left virtually no 
one unharmed, the possibility of imminent violence 
is enough to terrorize a family into fleeing with few 
possessions and without a secure destination. In this 
situation, the violence may be impersonal, but the risk 
remains very real. Displacement has served to conso-
lidate control over strategic corridors throughout the 
country, and to help those who generate the violence 
to gain control of more land. 

19 For displacement cases, see also: case 5, August 15, 2006; case 9, December 10, 2006; case 17, March 15, 2006; case 19, June 29, 2006; and 
case 22, September 25, 2006. 

20 According to a report by the National Secretariat of Social Ministries of the Colombian Catholic Conference and Los Andes University (May 
2006), Toward a proactive policy for the displaced population (Bogotá, Colombian Catholic Conference, www.cec.org.co), the Dec-
ember 2005 estimate of the number of displaced persons was 2,459,613. In comparison, the Council for Human Rights and Displacement 
(CODHES), states in a report entitled Displacement statistics in Colombia (February 15, 2006, http://www.codhes.org) that between 1999 
and 2005 2,165,873 people were displaced. Amnesty International (AI), in their April 27, 2006 Open Letter to the Presidential Candidates, 
cited the number of displaced persons over the last twenty years at over three million. 

21 United Nations High Commission for Refugees (ACNUR) Report: The State of the World’s Refugees, Chapter 7, “Internally displaced persons: 
Internal displacement in Colombia—Box 7.4” (http://www.unhcr.org/publ/PUBL/4444d3ce20.html).

22 “Colombia 2002-2006: The status of human rights and humanitarian law,” Colombian Commission of Jurists (CCJ), p 2, http://www.colju-
ristas.org/inicio.htm
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Displaced persons testify that their lives become si-
milar to that of a fugitive sought by the authorities. 
They are forced to flee constantly, moving from one 
place to another to avoid being found by those loo-
king to kill them, and having members of the armed 
group that displaced them show up in the place they 
were displaced to. They speak of lists of names of 
persons sentenced to death, and of infiltration by 
armed groups of the government agencies where 
they have gone seeking help or protection. The te-
rror generated by the constant threats and instability 
is added to the psycho-emotional impact of the ex-
perience that precipitated their initial displacement. 
They are widows, orphans, survivors of murder at-
tempts, or persons threatened with invitations to 
their own funerals. 

The economic situation of the displaced is frequen-
tly deplorable. They have no means of subsistence 
and if they migrate from rural to urban areas they fre-
quently lack the required skills to find work–if jobs 

are actually available and they are not seen as sus-
picious when seeking work. If they receive threats, 
they must avoid being seen; and since they must 
move frequently for security reasons, they have di-
fficulty establishing routines and holding jobs. They 
live in fear, forced to remain virtually imprisoned in 
their homes, terrified by the sight of men on mo-
torcycles or vehicles that pass by or stop near their 
residences.  

CASE 23
DISPLACEMENT
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Obeid Basil Murillo, 
of the Athens Church
Date: May 11, 2006 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not identified

Obeid, who has been a community leader in his 
village, received multiple telephone calls with 
threats and attempts at extortion. In the first call he 
received–on May 11–they demanded one million 
pesos (approximately US$470) from him. Later, af-
ter Obeid denounced the extortion to the Attorney 
General’s Office, he received death threats, because 
the victimizers had learned of his denunciation. A 
few days later he learned through a friend that the 
armed group intended to kill him; so he was forced 
into displacement.

It is assumed that the perpetrators are common crimi-
nals who try to pass for being the FARC, and that they 
want to extort him because he is a businessperson 
and a community leader.
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CASE 24
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Giovanni,* Ana María* 
and their three children, 
of the “Crossed” Christian Church 
Date: June 15, 2006 
Location: Florencia, Caquetá 
Alleged Perpetrators: No information

 
Giovanni* and Ana María* have three children, ages 
3, 5 and 8. They worked on a farm, but were forced 
off it by threats from people who accused them of 
providing support to armed groups.

Giovanni fled the farm with the hope that the rest of 
the family could stay there, but the armed men then 
threatened Ana María–who was pregnant at the time–
and their three children.

Nine other families from the area were also forci-
bly displaced. Some of these families settled in a 
nearby town; no one knows where the other families 
ended up. 

When they attempted to return to their home, Giovan-
ni and Ana María found it empty. 

CASE 25
DISPLACEMENT 

Victims: Julio Cesar Quintero, Amyuth Pérez 
Flores, Uveymai Quintero Pérez, Lesly 
Quintero Pérez and Julio Cesar Quintero 
Pérez, of the Mennonite Church
Date: June 16, 2006 
Location: Cúcuta, Norte de Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Julio and his family were forced into diplacement 
from Cúcuta by death threats they received from alle-
ged members of the AUC (see case 40). 

This was the third time they had been forced into dis-
placement. On July 4, 2005, they were displaced to 
Bogotá; and on April 7, 2006, with the help of the 
Red Cross and the Ministry of the Interior, they were 
displaced to Cúcuta. 

CASE 26 
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT 

Victims: Rosalina María,* her sister, her 
mother and her father, and six unidentified 
persons, of the Pentecostal Church 
Date: September 20, 2006 
Location: Fortul, Arauca 
leged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Rosalina María, 17 years old, was a member of the 
United Pentecostal Church of Colombia. To earn 
enough money for living expenses, she had to work 
during the day and study at night. 
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A cousin of hers that had been a member of the FARC 
for many years called her on September 20th to invite 
her to a farm. She refused, but he continued insisting 
and ultimately threathened to harm her if she did not 
accept the invitation. 

Faced with these threats, Rosalina María and her fif-
teen-year-old sister had to leave their home and travel 
to Cúcuta. One week later, her parents and five young 
men from the same church were also forced into dis-
placement to Cúcuta. 

In mid-September–according to a pastor in the re-
gion–a forced-recruitment plan developed by the ar-
med groups, and rumors surrounding that plan, led 
many young Christians to flee Arauca’s main towns. 

CASE 27
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: 33 families
Date: October 15, 2006 
Location: Apure, Venezuela 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

In Apure, a Venezuelan state bordering Colombia, 33 
Colombian families were found that had earlier been 
forcibly displaced to this region where there are few 
roads and limited means of communication. 

In October 2006, the FARC returned to displace these 
families from where they had taken up residence. 

The FARC and ELN declared war on each other at the 
beginning of 2006. During the first half of that year 

more than 45 people were murdered. The armed men 
issue death threats against and forcibly displace tho-
se people they suspect of giving some type of assis-
tance to their enemies. 

The families that were again displaced were given aid 
by the Jesuit Refugee Service. 

CASE 28
ATTACK AGAINST CIVILIAN GOODS
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT
USE OF CIVILIANS AS HUMAN SHIELD

Victims: families of local church, 
townspeople of Tierradentro
Date: November 1, 2006 
Location: Tierradentro, Montelíbano, 
Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP, Police

The entire population of Tierradentro, Cordoba, su-
ffered the consequences of a guerrilla attack on the 
police station, which is located right in the middle 
of the civilian population. After hearing rumors of the 
impending occupation, several families were able to 
flee in the days before the attack.

In addition to mining the roads leading into the town, 
the guerrillas entrenched themselves in the homes of 
the civilian population during the attack and insulted 
the residents, accusing them of being friends to the 
paramilitaries. This guerrilla incursion came after a 
paramilitary group that had controlled the area had 
been demobilized.
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No civilian casualties are known from this incident. 
However, there were 17 police deaths and an unde-
termined number of guerrilla casulaties. Even though 
several families decided to leave the area after the 
attack, the church continued to meet. It temporarily 
suspended all other programming in order to dedicate 
itself to prayer.

CASE 29
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Gerardo Parada Cabajar, 
Miriam Ramírez and Yarladis, 
members of the United Pentecostal 
Church of Colombia
Date: November 1, 2006 
Location: Arauquita, Arauca
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Gerardo Parada Cabajar and his wife Miriam Ramírez 
Hernández, of the United Pentecostal Church, have 
one daughter, Yarladis, who is 12 years old. 

Armed men issued death threats after the family allo-
wed a church service to be celebrated in their hosue. 
Due to the threats, they were forced into displacement 
in Venezuela. The FARC–allegedly responsible for the 
displacement–first ordered the closure of the church 
six years ago. Each year, when church leaders attempt 
to restart services and other church activities, the 
FARC reiterates its order for the church to close.             

CASE 30
DISPLACEMENT

 
Victims: Rodrigo* and Eulalia,* 
parents of Roberto* 
Date: December 20, 2006   
Location: Saravena, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

 
Because of fear of persecution, blackmail, and being 
targeted, Rodrigo and Eulalia have not been able to 
pursue investigation of the murder of their son Rober-
to (see case 9). At the end of 2006, they were forced 
into displacement.

CASE 31
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Alberto Jiménez, Elizabeth Ríos, 
Brian Hernando and Heidy Sharid, of the 
United Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: December 31, 2006
Location: Arauquita, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: ELN

 
Thirty-seven -year-old Alberto Jiménez and his wife, 
40-year-old Elizabeth Ríos, have two sons: Brian Her-
nando, 11, and Heidy Sharid, 5. They are members of 
the Pentecostal Church in Arauquita.

Mr. Jiménez was walking to his house one day when 
armed men pointed their guns at him and threatened 
to kill him. The family fled the area that same day. The 
alleged perpetrators of the death threats were members 
of the ELN guerrillas, who suspected that the Jiméne-
zes had different political orientations than their own.
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CASE 32
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Nubia, Jorge Eliécer, Daili, Eliana, 
and one unidentified person, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: December 31, 2006
Location: Arauquita, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: ELN

Nubia Jiménez, 40 years old, is a member of the Uni-
ted Pentecostal Church of Arauquita. She is also the 
single mother of Jorge Eliécer, 18 years old; Eliana, 17 
years old; a 5-year-old boy; and Daili, two years old. 

Some armed youth came to their home and threa-
ted to kill Nubia and her family. This forced them into 
immediate displacement, to Venezuela. The alleged 
perpetrators are ELN members who suspected that 
Nubia and her family belonged to the FARC.

Threats

Intimidation in the form of a threat of grave harm fore-
cast for an individual or a member of their family, their 
friends, or acquaintances.23 

The victims identify a variety of reasons for being 
threatened, which include having been witness to a 
crime, possessing incriminating information about 

the person making the threats, or having reported a 
crime. Pastors and other ecclesial leaders have re-
ceived threats designed to impede the functioning of 
their churches when their public declarations have 
denounced the objectives or actions of an armed 
group, or when they have shown values and practices 
that, according to the armed group, generate resistan-
ce among the civilian population to their proposals. 
Exercising a role of community leadership and fun-
draising for social programs also attract the attention 
of the armed groups. 

The threats arrive in the form of letters bearing the 
letterhead of an armed group, by telephone, verbal 
notices, or by way of symbolic acts such as the arrival 
of a bouquet of flowers or the notice of an upcoming 
funeral. 

A threat destabilizes the flow of normal life. Suddenly, 
the victim’s children cannot attend school or play with 
their friends in the neighborhood park; the family can-
not leave the house or attend church together. They live 
in fear and cannot establish routines. Those who have 
lived this reality have experienced anxiety, depression, 
illnesses, and great economic instability. At the same 
time, they show enormous amounts of courage and 
determination to work to expose the truth, demand 
justice, and advance, in spite of the difficulties. 
 
Frequently the threats made are of murder, and are di-
rectly communicated as such. But threats of extortion 
or pressure to join or collaborate in some way with an 
armed group also occur. 

23 Death threat cases, see also: case 2, May, 31, 2006; case 14, June 25, 2006; case 15, October 3, 2006; case 16, November 6, 2006; case 17, 
March 15, 2006; case 19, June 29, 2006; case 21, September 13, 2006; case 22, September 25, 2006; case 23, May 11, 2006; case 24, June 15, 
2006; case 26, September 20, 2006; case 27, October 15, 2006; case 28, November 1, 2006; case 29, November 1, 2006; case 31, December 
31, 2006, and case 32, December 31, 2006
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CASE 33
DEATH THREAT
ATTACK ON GOODS

Victims: Dr. María Emilia Falla and 
students Christian Camilo Lugo Falla, 
Jorge Eduardo Lugo Falla and Laurencio 
Campos Perdomo, members of the 
Mennonite Church
Date: January 26, 2006 
Location: Bogotá
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Christian lives with his brother, his mother María Emi-
lia, and his cousin Laurencio. In December 2005 they 
began attending the church. 

Some FARC-EP guerrillas took Christian away by for-
ce, and later freed him so that he could take a mes-
sage to María Emilia. The message was to hand over 
money they had requested from her on previous oc-
cassions. In April 2006, they tried again to take Chris-
tian by force, but this time he was able to escape. 

The guerrillas demanded money from María Emilia 
to allow her to build a high school founded by her 
mother, in San Vicente del Caguán. In 2004, in that 
county, she had been coordinator of the Yarí Hospital’s 
Prevention and Promotion Program; and in 2002, she 
was director of the San Vicente del Caguán Hospital. 

The origins of threats received by Maria and her fa-
mily beginning in 2002–which forced them into exile 
in Costa Rica–are unknown. In June 2004, the guerri-
llas began to threaten her after she testified about the 
murder of her cousin and cousin’s husband, who was 
the mayor’s secretary.

María and her children have been displaced several 
times and also separated, not only because of threats 
but also for reasons related to her children’s educa-
tion. They were also forced to flee to escape pressure 
from the guerrillas to recruit her son in 2005, when he 
enrolled in Florencia University. Additionally, in 2005 
they were forced to flee from San José del Guaviare 
after paramilitaries singled them out because they 
came from Caquetá. 

CASE 34
DEATH THREAT

Victims: One unidentified person; and 
church leader José Luis Mendoza Flórez, 
his wife, and their three children
Date: February 5, 2006
Location: Montería, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army, Police 
Intelligence Unit

José Luis is married, with three children, and is a 
leader in his church. He works as a motorcycle-taxi 
driver and previously led an association of retired mi-
litary members known as ARSINU. 

His house was illegally raided by soldiers from the 11th 
Brigade of Montería and detectives from the Police In-
telligence Unit, who closed the street for a supposed 
operation to find weapons or prohibited devices. The 
soldiers knocked down the door of the house, handcu-
ffed José Luis, and forced his family and a 20-year-old 
man who was in the house at the time to leave. The fa-
mily, however, demanded to stay in the house during 
the entire operation. The soldiers encountered nothing 
more than evangelism materials. 
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José drew up a denunciation against the brigade 
and the Intelligence Unit, seeking reparations for 
the damages incurred to his home during the ope-
ration. The agencies responsible for conducting the 
investigation replied that the family “should thank 
us instead for not finding anything and and fix that 
shit yourselves.” 

Additionally, José had to resign from ARSINU, as he 
assumes the motive for the raid was a deal he was ne-
gotiating, seeking the transfer of a finca expropriated 
from mafiosos in the region to ARSINU. 

CASE 35
DEATH THREAT

Victim: Pastor Germán Pérez,* 
of the Mennonite Brethren
Date: March 15, 2006
Location: Cali, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrator: Guerrillas

Germán has a family, and is pastor of his church. An 
alleged commander of the urban guerrillas appro-
ached him to ask for money, medicine, rope and 
gasoline. He asked Germán to accompany him, su-
pposedly to help a guerrilla who had been wounded 
in combat. Germán, however, refused to help him, 
saying that he would not compromise his church in 
that way. 

It troubled Germán that the alleged guerrilla knew all 
of his personal information. According to the armed 
man, the information had been provided by people 
who lived in the same neighborhood and attended the 
church. 

CASE 36
DEATH THREAT

Victim: Church leader Pedro Pérez, 
of the Interamerican Church of Colombia
Date: March 21, 2006 
Location: San Jacinto, Bolívar
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Pedro Pérez is a member of the youth group of 
the Association of Colombian Evangelical Intera-
merican Churches. On March 21, 2006, he and a 
number of other young people were tied up and 
threatened during a paramilitary occupation of the 
villages of Astilleros, Galindo and La Raya. The pa-
ramilitaries were led by the commander who goes 
by the alias “Ramón,” the biggest coca-leaf traffic-
ker in the region.

The paramilitaries entered peasants’ homes violen-
tly, and issued death sentences to all families that 
sold coca leaf to other buyers. They abused women, 
children and teenagers. Pedro and his family are not 
coca growers. 

Pedro and his family need psychological help becau-
se they have suffered multiple traumatic experiences 
of this type.
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CASE 37
DEATH THREAT

 
Victims: Gabriel,* Liliana,* Rosalba* 
and Oscar Gabriel,* of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia 
Date: April 15, 2006 
Location: Tame, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP guerrillas

 
Liliana* and her husband Gabriel* are peasant far-
mers who belong to the United Pentecostal Church 
of Colombia and have two children–Rosalba,* age 5, 
and Oscar Gabriel,* age two. Armed men showed up 
at the family’s home and asked Liliana if her husband 
was there, but he was not.

Just minutes before, these armed men had murde-
red two people on neighboring farms, right in front 
of the victims’ families. The FARC, who are allegedly 
responsible for these killings, accused the families 
of having a different political orientation from them, 
or of belonging to the ELN. As a family member of 
Liliana and Gabriel explained it, “the red-wine color 
ones [i.e., the FARC] don’t like anyone from the blue 
ones [i.e., the ELN], and the family was tied to them 
because they lived in a neighborhood with a strong 
ELN influence.”

 

CASE 38
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Emiro,* Elena,* María,* Diana* 
and Eduardo,* of the Mennonite Church
Date: April 20, 2006 
Location: Valledupar, Cesar 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Emiro and his wife Elena have three young children–
Eduado, María and Diana–and a grandson. They have 
served as community leaders, and currently are mem-
bers of a Mennonite church.

According to denunications they have presented nu-
merous times to officials from the Attorney General’s 
office, the Solicitor General’s office, the Ministry of 
the Interior and the Ministry of Security, they have 
been repeatedly threatened and forcibly displaced 
since 2003.

In June 2003, they went into displacement in Rioha-
cha; and then in that city too, in January 2004, they 
were threatened by armed men. Thus they were dis-
placed to Bogotá–where they once again were threa-
tened, this time by two men and one woman. They 
were forced to move to a different part of the city.

In April 2006 they returned to Valledupar, but soon 
learned that their persecutors had found them. They 
received a written message threatening them with 
death, signed by the FARC-EP’s Carribean Front.

Emiro believes that the threats have come because 
of their work as community leaders. The threats first 
came in 2003, after they denounced the murder of 
an uncle of his, who worked with their organization–a 
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community organization they founded in Valledupar 
in 2002–as a community trainer.

For security reasons, the family was forced to di-
vide up and live in different places. Because of a 
lack of economic resources, they were not able to 
gather together at any point during the second half 
of 2006.

CASE 39
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Pastors Esther Gonzáles Calvo 
and Rodrigo Antonio Murillo, 
of the Peniel Foursquare Church
Date: April 25, 2006 
Location: Zambrano, Bolívar
Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrillas

Esther and Rodrigo are married; they are the pastors 
of Peniel Foursquare Church. Esther is also the coor-
dinator for the Montes de María region of the ASVI-
DAS (Association for Life in Dignity and Solidarity) 
Network, and the coordinator for the Carribean coas-
tal region of the Women’s Network of the Colombian 
Council of Evangelical Churches.

Esther and Rodrigo have received three telephone ca-
lls from people trying to extort money from them. In 
one of the calls, on April 25, 2006, the callers asked 
for money and also cell-phone cards; but the couple 
refused to give them these things.

The alleged perpetrators are guerrillas, who appa-
rently believe that Esther and Rodrigo have money 

because they are pastors and because international 
delegations visit them and support their church’s so-
cial ministries.

CASE 40
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Church leader Manuel Vicente 
Basil Mercado, his wife and two children, 
of the Tiberia Church
Date: May 11, 2006 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrillas

Manuel and his wife have two children. He is an 
active member of the Tiberia Church, where he ser-
ves as treasurer. He is also a member of the Asso-
ciation for Life in Dignity and Solidarity (ASVIDAS) 
in Tiberia.

Manuel received death threats from armed men wea-
ring camouflage clothing. They accused him of being 
an Army informant, of mistreating his workers, and of 
not being helpful.

The armed men pointed a rifle at him and warned him 
that he and his family should leave the region as quic-
kly as possible.

It is assumed that the people who threatened him 
were guerrillas–guerilIas to whom he had paid three 
million pesos (approximately US$1,400) in extortion 
money on April 3, 2006. Since the paramilitary de-
mobilization process began, the guerrillas have be-
gun to make raids in the area again.
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CASE 41
DEATH THREAT
ATTEMPTED MURDER

Victims: Julio Cesar Quintero, Amyuth Pérez 
Flores, Uveymai Quintero Pérez, Lesly 
Quintero Pérez and Julio Cesar Quintero 
Pérez, members of the Mennonite Church
Date: June 11, 2006 
Location: Cúcuta, Norte de Santander
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

 
Julio and his family have been repeatedly threatened 
ever since–in April 2005–he went before members 
of the AUC to ask what had happened to one of his 
brothers, who had disappeared. According to an AUC 
commander, they had executed Julio’s brother.

Since that time, Julio has been pursued and threate-
ned by the paramilitaries. When Julio worked as a dri-
ver, armed men approached his vehicle on both June 
14 and June 15, 2005. On June 25, they looked for 
him in his home, but did not find him there.

On March 29, 2006, armed men shot bullets into 
the home where Julio Cesar was in a meeting of the 
Board of Directors of the organization CORPADECOL 
(Colombian Corporation of Displaced Persons) (see 
case 18). The police detained one of the shooters, 
but–even though he had a prior record of committing 
terrorist acts–he was freed just a few days after the 
incident.

Julio was also approached by armed men, who gave 
him threatening pamphlets, on March 7 and in June 
of 2006. Between June 11 and 13, 2006, Julio and 
his family received a threatening pamphlet signed 
by “True Justice/The Black Hand.” And on Septem-
ber 13 of the same year, shortly after he denounced 
that case to the Solicitor General’s office, he received 
death threats on his cell phone’s voicemail. The DAS 
(Administrative Department for Security) investigated 
the phone messages.

On September 1, 2006, Julio’s co-workers were 
threatened for refusing to provide information about 
Julio to a group of armed men. As a result, Julio 
found himself forced to resign from his job.

Messages left on the telephones of other member 
of the Colombian Corporation of Displaced Persons 
(CORPADECOL) Board of Directors–of which Julio 
has been a member since he first arrived, displaced, 
in Bogotá–have also been investigated. 

Because of all these incidents, Julio is protected by 
some security measures from the Ministry of the Inte-
rior. Nonetheless, he and his family have been forced 
into displacement on three occasions (see case 25). 
Recently he has received pastoral care and support 
from a local Mennonite church.
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CASE 42
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Pastors Carlos Ortiz and María 
Camargo, and their children: Camila Ortiz 
Camargo, Esteban Ortiz Camargo and 
Fabián Ortiz Camargo, members of the 
Pentecostal Church
Date: June 15, 2006 
Location: Villa del Rosario, Norte de 
Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: ELN 

 
Carlos and his wife María, 31 years old, have three 
small children. They have worked as pastors together 
and also as textile-makers.

After they bought a piece of land from the mother of a 
young guerrilla member, the paramilitaries began to 
extort money from them. The paramilitaries charged 
them 500,000 pesos (approximately US$230) to be 
able to live in the place. What’s more, the guerrilla 
member–the son of the previous owner of the piece 
of land–sent a threat telling them to leave the place. 
Fearing for his family, the pastor left the house and 
sought refuge in the homes of other members of the 
congregation, staying away for two weeks in June.

Later he returned to his home, and didn’t hear an-
ything more about the people who had threatened him 
beyond rumors that one of them was in jail and ano-
ther had been killed.

Carlos had been threatened repeatedly, due to his work 
rehabilitating young people who are involved in illegal 
armed groups. Carlos undertook this work thanks to 
his personal testimony as a rehabilitated assassin.

The ELN has historically dominated the region, but in 
2001 paramilitarism arrived. 28 young people were 
killed–including three members of the church–when 
the paramilitaries first came. The young people were 
accused of being guerrillas or guerrilla supporters. 
The children of other members of the church have 
also been attacked.

CASE 43
DEATH THREAT

Victim: Church leader Elías,* of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: June 23, 2006
Location: Arauquita, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP and Army

Elías, 23 years old, has an adminstrative job at the 
aqueduct. He is also president of Communal Action 
in an Arauquita village, and a youth leader in the Uni-
ted Pentecostal Church of Colombia. He is unmarried 
and lives with his father and one of his seven younger 
siblings. 

In mid-June, he received a letter with FARC letterhead 
that was sent “to inform him that his presence was 
requested on June 23 (2006) at noon in the town of 
El Oasis.” 

The meeting never occured, but one month later he 
received a death threat in another letter. Elías was 
forced to meet with the FARC, and throughout the 
meeting–in which the guerrillas asked about his poli-
tical interests–he thought they were going to kill him, 
mostly because he had refused to give up evangelism 
and to participate in any way with the guerrillas.
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Later, in September, while on his father’s farm, he was 
interrogated by an Army commander about the gue-
rrillas. The Army commander accused him of being a 
guerrilla member and threatened to detain him. Faced 
with this false accusation, Elías decided to file a com-
plaint of defamation against the commander. 

An Army captain and an Army major, however, convin-
ced him not to file the complaint. According to Elías 
and the pastors of the United Pentecostal Church of 
Colombia, “the people have no affection for either the 
guerrilla or the Army.”

CASE 44
DEATH THREAT

Victim: Rebeca, * (the name of Rebeca’s 
church is protected for security reasons) 
Date: July 1, 2006
Location: Valledupar, Cesar 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Rebeca has been a union member for over 18 years. 
Since December 2005, suspects have entered the 
Valledupar neighborhood where she lives on multiple 
occasions, asking about her whereabouts and saying 
they wish to see her dead. 

Between 1990 and 1997, several of Rebeca’s rela-
tives were killed–presumably by the MAC (Death to 
Communists) and paramilitaries. In September 2005, 
a friend informed her that the paramilitaries were loo-
king for her and that she had been declared a military 
target by alias ‘Jorge 40’, a paramilitary leader. On 
February 15, 2006, some of Rebeca’s relatives were 
beaten and threatened by paramilitaries, which forced 
them to leave the country. 

Rebeca has a second husband and two children 
ages 18 and 16. She is being persecuted for having 
denounced the disappearances of several of her fe-
llow union members in the state of Valledupar. From 
2004-2005, she had to leave the country along with 
her family to protect their lives. The threats, however, 
have continued since she returned. 

Although the Colombian government has promised to 
try the paramilitaries in court, cases such as Rebeca’s 
demonstrate that the process does nothing to secure 
protection for the paramilitaries’ victims. While Re-
beca and her relatives insist on finding out the truth 
about their case, and seeking justice and reparations 
for the damages they have suffered, they continue to 
receive threats. 

CASE 45
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Olga,* of the Mennonite Church
Date: July 11, 2006
Location: Bogotá
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Olga is married to Ignacio and has a five-year-old 
daughter. She received threatening phone calls at her 
workplace. As a result, she quit her job and moved to 
Bogotá–forced to move for the fifth time since 2004. 
Several times, she has denounced the threats to the 
Attorney General’s office. 

The alleged perpetrators of the threats are FARC gue-
rrillas, who, in 2004–in Acevedo, in Huila province–
displaced and murdered relatives of Ignacio. 
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Also, on November 11, 2004, Ignacio* was detained 
and beaten by alleged FARC members. The guerrillas 
accused him of being an Army informant, and told 
him they were suspicious of his regular trips between 
Bogotá and his farm in Acevedo. They were also sus-
picious because Olga had, in March 2005, hidden a 
young woman whom the guerrillas were attempting 
to recruit. 

In April 2006, Ignacio left for the U.S., seeking refu-
gee status. Olga now must disguise herself, to avoid 
being recognized when she leaves the house. 

CASE 46
DEATH THREAT

Victim: Pastor Pablo Manuel,* 
of the Global Missionary Movement Church 
Date: August 19, 2006
Location: Arauquita, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Pablo Manuel* is a pastor at the Global Missionary 
Movement Church and, along with his wife, has a two-
year-old daughter. Along with being pastor for the Pes-
quera community, Pablo Manuel is a peasant farmer.

One day during the second half of 2006, he heard 
three or four unseen people whispering near the chur-
ch where he lives with his family. He attempted to 
warn his wife of the strangers’ presence. He called 
her on his cellular phone and said, “Be careful, things 
look bad.” At that moment, two men appeared. They 
had heard him speaking, and accused him of being an 
informant; they believed that his phone conversation 
had been with the Army. 

Pablo has been persecuted and pressured ever since. 
Alleged FARC members have physically and verbally 
attacked him, threatened him with firearms, and war-
ned him, “If you don’t tell us who you really are, we’ll 
kill you.” He also has been forced to inform the armed 
men–assumed to be FARC members–every time he 
leaves the town. According to another pastor, “to do 
otherwise would make him a dead man.”

CASE 47
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Milton Narváez,*  
of the United Missionary Church
Date: September 15, 2006
Location: Supía, Caldas 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Milton Narváez* is married and works as a bus driver. 
He has been threatened and persecuted several times 
by paramilitaries. 

He believes that they threaten him because of a pa-
ramilitary who died after riding drunk on his motor-
cycle and crashing into Milton’s bus. Even after the 
transit authority ruled that the motorcyclist was at 
fault, Milton was harassed. However, after another 
paramilitary who witnessed the crash testified about 
what had really happened, the order to murder Milton 
was canceled.
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CASE 48
DEATH THREAT

Victims: The students Rosa María* 
and Andrea,* of the Mennonite Church
Date: September 15, 2006 
Location: Ibagué, Tolima 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

One night in September 2006, paramilitaries threate-
ned to harm Rosa María and Andrea, who were out of 
their houses at that hour. They also attempted to force 
the students to get onto their motorcycles with them. 

The paramilitaries and the various other armed groups 
in the area warn young people like Rosa María and 
Andrea to not go outside after 9:00 p.m. 

CASE 49
DEATH THREAT 
ATTACK AGAINST CIVILIAN GOODS

Victim: Alberto Chocué* 
Date: October 1, 2006 
Location: Toribio, Cauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

The family home of Alberto Chocué* was right in front 
of a drug laboratory. When the military discovered the 
laboratory, they accused the family of taking part in 
drug processing. They also broke into the house and 
set fire to the kitchen. They were not, however, able to 
arrest the family, thanks to intervention by the chur-
ch community. Toribío county is in a high-mountain 
zone where coca crops are planted and where the 
illegal armed groups, as well as government armed 
forces, have a presence. 

CASE 50
DEATH THREAT

Victim: Roberto,* of the Mennonite Church
Date: October 25, 2006
Location: Bogotá
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Roberto is an active member of the local Mennonite 
church. On a Wednesday, sometime around 4 p.m., 
while he was in church, a man approached him and 
insisted he accompany him to his car, claiming 
to be from the Technical Investigation Team of the 
Attorney General’s office, but refusing to show iden-
tification. 

At that moment, a phone call from the Attorney 
General’s office alerted him that they had not sent any 
agents to find him. Consequently, the man left. 

As Roberto reported to the Attorney General’s office, 
he has been harassed and followed by both guerrillas 
and paramilitaries. This constant persecution has for-
ced him into displacement several times. 

CASE 51
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Thirteen people from three families, 
members of different churches
Date: December 1, 2006
Location: Norte de Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

After receiving serious threats from the guerrillas, 13 
people from three different families had one hour to 
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obtain money, purchase and then hand over the pho-
ne codes for making pre-paid telephone calls. 

They presume that the source of the threat was a re-
cent confrontation between the FARC and the Army, 
with the guerrilla group seeking to make up for their 
losses in that confrontation by extorting some fami-
lies with small businesses. 

The paramilitaries have dominated in this region, 
but in the last six months of 2006 the paramilitaries 
began to feel pressure from the FARC. There were 
telephone calls and rumors about a takeover of the 
town. Townspeople from a nearby village, among 
them some families from the church, have been 
pressured to sell their land and have been displaced 
to other areas. 

Apparently, these actions have been carried out by 
drug traffickers working in concert with paramilita-
ries, who use the land to grow coca. After acquiring 
the land these men prohibit people from outside the 
region from gaining access to it. 

Thus a pastor from a local church was restricted 
to certain areas, unable to travel freely. This pastor 
confirms that the “Black Eagles,” a new paramilitary 
group, are in the region. He says these paramilitaries 
have a certain amount of respect for pastors and on 
occasion will listen when he tries to intercede. Be-
cause of this, the community–even people who are 
not part of the church–ask the pastors to speak to the 
paramilitary commanders on their behalf.

Use of civilians as human shields 

This is the use of a person as a means of protection by 
one of the groups involved in the conflict.

CASE 52 
ATTACK AGAINST CIVILIAN GOODS
USE OF CIVILIANS AS HUMAN SHIELD

Victim: Pastor Carlos Fuentes,* 
of the United Pentecostal Church 
of Colombia
Date: July, August and October of 2006 
Location: Arauquita, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Carlos* has been pastor of the Pentecostal Church of 
Aguachica since June 2006. Carlos and his commu-
nity were endangered by more than 70 soldiers from 
the Army who–on multiple occasions in July, August 
and October–camped in their church.

By camping there, the soldiers obstructed the 
community’s normal activities, such as Sunday 
school. They used the church’s bathrooms, washing 
machine, fireplace, and power outlets (to recharge 
their cellular phones).

In October, the pastor and several church members, 
against the wishes of others who feared reprisals, 
spoke directly with the troops’ leaders. The church 
people explained the risk their occupation was ge-
nerating for the civilian population and asked that the 
military not continue to camp in that location. So far, 
the troops have not returned. 
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Kidnapping 

This is when insurgent groups deprive civilians of their 
liberty, to force payment of a sum of money intended to 
finance the group or its war-making, to send a message 
to someone, or to make an impact of public opinion. 

No cases of kidnapping were reported during this 
time period.

CASES FROM 2004

CASE 53
DEATH THREAT
INJURY

Victim: Dora Arteaga,* of the Evangelical 
Missionary Union Church of Colombia 
(IUMEC)
Date: January 2004
Location: Toribio, Cauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Dora is an indigenous woman, housewife and church 
leader. One day in 2004 she was injured by a bullet 
that apparently came from an Army soldier in the re-
gion who had fired his weapon unintentionally. When 
Dora was being treated in a hospital in Tacueyó, some 
soldiers arrived looking for a woman who, according 
to them, had been injured because she belonged 
to an armed group. However, church members and 
hospital employees intervened to prevent Dora from 
being linked to guerrilla groups. 

CASE 54
HOMICIDE 

Victim: Rodrigo Marín,* of the Christian 
Alliance Missionary Church
Date: first semester of 2004 
Location: Puerto Caicedo, Putumayo 
Alleged Perpetrators: AUC

Rodrigo Marín,* 24 years old, had a wife and one 
daughter. He was a member of the Christian Alliance 
Church and worked as a community leader. He was 
murdered by armed men, presumed to be members 
of the AUC. 

Paramilitary and guerrilla groups battle for control of 
Caicedo county because of the petroleum extraction 
that takes place in the area. Local church leaders say 
civilians caught in the crossfire comprise the majority 
of victims of the armed conflict.

CASE 55
HOMICIDE

Victim: Gonzalo Cáceres,* of the Chrisitan 
Missionary Alliance Church
Date: 2004
Location: Puerto Caicedo, Putumayo
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Gonzalo, age 17, was murdered after being branded 
an Army informant because he did not share the ideo-
logy of the FARC. 
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CASE 56
HOMICIDE
TORTURE

Victim: Ramiro Gonzáles,* pastor, 
of the Apostolic Church 
Date: 2004 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: UNKNOWN 

Ramiro was a co-pastor in his church. His tortured 
body was found 15 days after he disappeared while 
transporting milk to Buenaventura. 

CASE 57
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Carlos Quintero, church leader, 
of the Center of Faith and Hope Church 
Date: 2004
Location: Cajamarca, Tolima 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

 
Carlos is a leader of the local church in Cajamarca. 
During January, alleged FARC members threatened 
him repeatedly, insulted him, and humiliated him. 
These incidents took place in the village of Potosí, 
where in November of 2003 alleged government for-
ces murdered five members of the same family and 
one pregnant woman. 

CASE 58
HOMICIDE 

Victims: Julio Bolívar* and Felipe Bolívar,* 
of the Christian Alliance Missionary Church
Date: January 1, 2004 
Location: Puerto Caicedo, Putumayo
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Julio Bolívar,* 16 years old, and Felipe Bolívar,* 18 
years old, were brothers and members of the Chris-
tian Alliance Church. Julio was murdered for refusing 
to join the FARC. Felipe was murdered for trying to 
prevent the guerrillas from taking Julio away. The 
32nd Front of the FARC is allegedly responsible for 
the murders.

CASE 59
HOMICIDE

Victim: Jair Rodríguez, ecclesiastical leader 
of the Panamerican Church
Date: January 1, 2004 
Location: Cajamarca, Tolima
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Jair was the treasurer of his church. He was murdered 
by alleged FARC members while chatting in the street 
with a relative, apparently for refusing to become in-
volved with this armed group. 

Jair had previously been threatened. For fear of re-
taliation, the incident was not divulged to the local 
media.
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CASE 60
ATTACK AGAINST CIVILIAN GOODS
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Miguel Ángel Cardoza, pastor, 
and Nohemi Ursulina Palencia 
Date: January 15, 2004 
Location: Tiquisio (Puerto Rico), Bolívar 
Alleged Perpetrators: ELN

Miguel served as a pastor and was a leader in the 
ranching community. Alleged ELN guerrillas stole his 
cattle. Because of this theft, Miguel and his family 
were left in debt, without means of economic suste-
nance. They were forcibly displaced to Bogotá, where 
they remain in a precarious economic situation. It is 
assumed that the robbery was carried out as part of 
a violent campaign by the ELN against leaders in the 
region who did not support them.

CASE 61
HOMICIDE
 

Victim: Carlos Rodríguez, 
member of the Center of Faith and Hope, 
Panamerican Church 
Date: March 1, 2004 
Location: Cajamarca, Tolima
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

Carlos, 37 years old, attempted to defend his cousin; 
he put himself between his cousin and his cousin’s 
attackers. Both he and his cousin, however, were mur-
dered at approximately 7:00 pm, on March, 1, 2004. 
The local media have had to ignore this case, for fear 
of retaliation. 

CASE 62
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Pastors Oscar Pinto* and Alexa 
Marín,* Mateo,* Elizabeth* and Silvia,* 
of the Panamerican Church 
Date: August 15, 2004 
Location: Barbosa, Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Unknown

 
Oscar Pinto* and Alexa Marín* are the pastors of a 
Panamerican Church and have three children, ages 
12, 8, and 3. They received telephone calls and were 
later visited in their home by an armed man who said 
he was the commander of an unidentified armed 
group operating in the area between Landazuri coun-
ty and Vélez, municipalities close to urban center of 
Barbosa.

The couple was economically extorted through dea-
th threats, for the purpose–according to the armed 
man–of purchasing medicine to treat the sick and 
wounded. The illegal groups that operate in the area 
of Barbosa are the AUC and ELN, among others.
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CASE 63
MURDER

 
Victim: Napoleón Antonio Galván Severiche, 
of the New Jerusalem Church 
Date: August 18, 2005 
Location: Pajonalito village, 
in the rural part of San Onofre, Sucre 
Alleged Perpetrators: Unknown 

 
Napoleón Antonio Galván Severiche, a 42-year-old 
man of African descent, lived together with Nelly Jo-
hann Jiménez, his civil-union spouse. They had two 
daughters, ages 8 and 3. He was a teacher, a mem-
ber of New Jerusalem Christian Church, and an active 
member of his community.

He was killed with a machete about a kilometer from 
his home, while he was working in a field of yucca. 
Some friends found his body thrown beneath a man-
go tree. The blood had drained from his body, since 
he had received so many machete cuts in his arms, 
hands, face and the nape of his neck. 

The reasons for his murder remain unknown, as 
no one had ever heard Napoleón speak of threats 
or extortion. His family was one of only a few that 
had remained in Pajonalito after a massive displa-
cement caused by combat between guerrillas and 
paramilitaries in 2003. At the end of 2003, the pa-
ramilitaries won the territorial dispute and remai-
ned in the place “as lords and masters, because 
they had the help of the government and Armed 
Forces,” according to the explanation one commu-
nity member offered.

Members of the community who were close to the 
family have offered varied accounts of who was res-
ponsible. Some attribute the killing to a group of pa-
ramilitaries who had not demobilized during the pre-
ceding months. Others claim that guerrillas were the 
killers. All that is certain is that the Attorney General’s 
Office has not offered an explanation of what caused 
the crime or who was responsible.

CASE 64
TORTURE
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

 
Victim: Germis Paternina Fuentes, 
Word of Life Church 
Date: October 15, 2004
Location: Rincón Del Mar, 
San Onofre, Sucre
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Germis Paternina Fuentes, a 33-year-old man, is 
married and has three young sons and one young 
daughter. He is a fisherman, a low-income artisan, 
and a leader in the Word of Life Church, in the com-
munity of Rincón Del Mar. Armed men led by a pa-
ramilitary member known to the townspeople took 
Germis from his home, beat him, and threatened 
to kill him. He had to be treated in the San Onofre 
hospital because of the beating. There he was once 
again sought out by his attacker and threatened. Be-
cause of these threats, his family was forced to flee. 
As the victim tells it:
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“After stripping me naked, they 
bound my hands and took me out 
into the street, insulting me and 
hitting me with a cane rod. After 
fifteen minutes taking hits with the 
cane, I ran out of strength, was 
nearly unconscious and bleeding 
all over my body. … [They orde-
red] me to get out of town and not 
come back. The people in town 
were so afraid of [the known pa-
ramilitary] that no one did anything 
to save me or to prevent them from 
mistreating me. So I took a donkey 
and hoisted myself onto it as best 
I could …After going only a short 
ways, I lost the strength to keep 
myself up on the animal, and fell 
to the ground. When I was in the 
hospital my attacker ordered me 
to lie about what had happened 
and to say that I had fallen from a 
horse–a story the doctors treating 
me did not believe. When he lear-
ned what had happened, the [alle-
ged paramilitary] commander sent 
word telling me to return to town. 
But out of fear I did not return.”

CASE 65
HOMICIDE 

Victim: Argemiro Suárez,* 
of the Christian Church
Date: November 6, 2004 
Location: Pinillos, Bolívar
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries 

Argemiro* had a wife and two sons, ages 3 and 6. Ar-
med men presumed to belong to the AUC intercepted 
the boat in which he was traveling and decapitated 
him with a machete.

CASE 66
HOMICIDE 

Victim: Hugo Aldana, of the Interamerican 
Church of Colombia
Date: November 12, 2004 
Location: Achi, Bolívar
Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrillas

Hugo was the cousin of a pastor of the Interamerican 
Church. While in his garden, harvesting yucca for lun-
ch, he stepped on an anti-personnel mine that killed 
him instantly. It is presumed that the mines were pla-
ced by guerrillas.

Hugo’s father had been murdered in June 1999 by alle-
ged paramilitary members under the command of the 
paramilitary leader whose alias is “White Hair.” This pa-
ramilitary leader was a public employee working in the 
mayor’s office. The paramilitaries accused Hugo’s father 
of collaborating with the guerrillas, based on an incident 
when guerrilla members forced him to transport them in 
his boat from one side of the river to the other.
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CASE 67
HOMICIDE

Victim: Antonio Ovieda Prieto,  
of the Pentecostal Church
Date: November 18, 2004 
Location: Ataco, Tolima
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Antonio was a day laborer in the village of Campo 
Hermoso, and had a wife and children. Accusing him 
of aiding the guerrillas, armed men presumed to be 
paramilitaries removed Antonio from his home and, in 
the presence of his wife and children, murdered him 
with a gunshot to the head.

CASE 68
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Francisco Quintero,* pastor,  
of the Interamerican Church of Colombia
Date: February 20, 2004 
Location: Landázuri, Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: AUC

 
Francisco Quintero, age 49, is married to Grace,* age 45. 
They have three children: two boys, ages 19 and 15, 
and one daughter, age 22. 

Francisco is the pastor of an Interamerican Church, a 
member of a human rights committee, and a peasant 
farmer. He was in his home when two men ordered 
him to go to a house in a rural area to speak with a 
man who goes by the alias ”The Tiger”–one of the 
regional AUC commanders.

The commander, surrounded by eight bodyguards, 
interrogated him and made death threats. The pastor 
answered all his questions; and for unknown reasons, 
at the end of the interrogation they let him go instead 
of carrying out their plans to kill him, despite having 
warned him that that day “was his last.” 

The pastor was part of a local human rights committee, 
organized in 2003 in response to an incursion by the 
AUC of the Middle Magdalena into the Borrascoso-
Opón region, in Landázuri and Santa Elena counties. 
According to Pastor Francisco, the committee was 
formed because of “the many murders of peasants 
and other innocent people from the village.”

Every committee member has been threatened with 
death if they continue attending meetings. A short 
time after this incident, the secretary and president of 
the committee were murdered.

CASE 69
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Jasper Rodríguez Simanca, pastor, 
with Richard, Edgar and Walter, members 
of the Haven for Peace Church
Date: March 12, 2005 
Location: Sincelejo, Sucre
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Jasper, who is 47 years old, serves as co-pastor of 
the church. He is also a farmer and breeder displaced 
from Macayepo, Bolivar as a result of the Macayepo 
massacre (2000). Through the organization Aportapaz 
(“Support Peace”), he provides people who arrive in 
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Sincelejo as displaced persons with comfort, orienta-
tion, and assistance in defending their human rights.

Together with Richard, Edgar and Walter–all members 
of the same church–Jasper has received death threats 
many times, through telephone calls to their church 
and their homes.

In March, two armed men riding a motorcycle showed 
up at the church looking for Jasper, and threatened 
him. According to members of Haven for Peace who 
identified them, the armed men were paramilitaries.

Similarly, Walter received serious threats against his 
life, and was forced into displacement. The alleged 
perpetrators were paramilitaries in the region under 
the command of Jorge Mercado, alias “Chain.”

It appears that Jasper, Richard, Edgar and Walter were 
threatened because they reported the theft of some 
timber from their farms in Macayepo to government 
authorities. 

CASE 70
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victim: Emilse Burgos Jaimes and Gina 
Paula Herrera, of the Mennonite Church
Date: April 9, 2005 
Location: Villavicencio, Meta 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Emilse and her daughter Gina are artists who work to 
spread folklore from the plains region. In an establish-
ment where Gina had just finished giving a musical 
presentation, she was approached by a person who had 
previously interrogated her daughter. The man threate-
ned to kill Emilse, forcing them into displacement.

It is assumed that they were threatened by paramilita-
ries under the command of Héctor Buitrago Rodríguez, 
who murdered Carmen Rosa Burgos Jaimes–Emilse’s 
sister–on October 29, 1999 (see case 20).

CASE 71
HOMICIDE

Victim: Luis Sandoval, of the Center 
of Faith and Hope, Panamerican Church 
Date: May 4, 2005 
Location: Cajamarca, Tolima
Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrillas
 

Luis was a farmer and a relative of the pastor at the Center 
of Faith and Hope. On May 4, 2005, while Luis was plan-
ting beans, armed men presumed to be guerrillas forced 
him to his knees and shot him four times, including once 
in the mouth. His sister later discovered his body. Luis 
had previously been warned to leave the region.

52
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CASE 72
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Pastor Pedro Miranda,* 
his wife and three children, 
of the Monte Orbe Church 
(Association of Evangelical Churches 
of the Caribeean (AIEC))
Date: May 15, 2005 
Lugar: Montelíbano, Córdoba
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Pastor Pedro Miranda of the AIEC, who has a wife and 
three children, received a threatening letter stating 
that if he did not leave town, he would be declared a 
military target of the AUC in that region.

Initially the pastor resisted this threat, but–thanks to 
the intervention of AIEC leaders–he fled the town just 
hours before the paramilitaries arrived looking for 
him. The pastor’s family was displaced to Barrran-
quilla, with the AIEC national and regional presidents 
serving as unarmed bodyguards. Pastor Pedro beca-
me a victim because of his preaching and his local 
leadership.

Since the early 1990s, this part of Córdoba province 
has been controlled by paramilitaries. Their headquar-
ters are in the Upper Sinú, in the mountainous region 
of Córdoba and Antioquia provinces. Paramilitary in-
fluence in Córdoba is so strong that the collusion of 
Córdoba and Sucre politicians with the paramilitaries 
is coming to light currently.

CASE 73
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Nohora,* her husband Ramiro* 
and their children Dora*’, Alejandra,* 
Ismael* and Andrea,*  
of the Mennonite Church
Date: July 1, 2005 
Location: Barranquilla, Atlántico
Alleged Perpetrators: ELN

Nohora and her children received death threats from 
the ELN. The threats were on a pamphlet, which was 
attached to a rock and thrown through the window of 
their house.

Under seige from that armed group, Nohora, her hus-
band, and her six children had already been displaced 
six times. Therefore they denounced the act and–once 
again–were forced into displacement in another city.

Later they were extorted and threatened by the AUC 
(see case 21).

53
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CASE 74
ARBITRARY DETENTION
DEATH THREAT

Victims: Church leaders Aurelio Ramos 
Jaramillo and Enilsa Carballo, 
and their three children, of the 
Interamerican Church of Colombia
Date: August 3, 2005 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries, 
Police, Attorney General’s office

Aurelio is a peasant farmer and he has assisted with 
his wife Enilsa’s pastoral duties. He is currently the 
victim of an arbitrary detention.

On July 30, 2005, several men identifying them-
selves as members of the AUC under Commander 
“Yimi Chocoano” arrived on the farm where Aure-
lio and Enilsa worked. These armed men stashed 
some merchandise on the farm, and threatened 
Aurelio that they would kill his entire family if he 
betrayed them. 

Four days later, a group of police in cars–led by an 
informant, and using dogs–found two bags of coca in 
a storage shed 50 meters from Aurelio’s home. The 
police immediately arrested Aurelio, accusing him of 
being an accomplice of drug traffickers–as an infor-
mant had told them he was.

A lawyer named Franklin de la Vega Gonzáles ex-
plained to Enilsa that he had been hired by the 
merchandise’s owners to get Aurelio out of jail, and 
that he would not charge her for the work of freeing 
him. However, shortly thereafter this lawyer asked 

Enilsa for money. In anguish, she gave him all the 
savings that she and her husband had accumulated 
over all the time they had worked on the farm. Later 
he abandoned the case.

Twice, in October and November 2005, Enilsa has 
received in her home a frightening visit from several 
armed men who have identified themselves as “the 
law” and as members of the Attorney General’s office. 
The men have asked her for more information about 
the case. 

In February 2006, she had to leave the farm and she 
went to a provisional home kept by the church where 
she is a pastor. Meanwhile Aurelio suffers from poor 
health in the Las Mercedes prison.

The farm where Aurelio and Enilsa worked is in an 
area controlled by the paramilitaries, who work in the 
service of drug traffickers. It is part of the region whe-
re negotiations between the AUC and the Colombian 
government are taking place.
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Also, it is a region where drug crops are grown and 
sold. This has caused many deaths, and also many 
cases of injustice similar to Aurelio’s. Recently, the 
FARC-EP has also begun to appear in the region, at-
tempting to take it back from the paramilitaries. 

CASE 75
DEATH THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victim: Raúl Montañés,* pastor,  
of the Baptist Church
Date: November 1, 2005 
Location: Cali, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Raúl Montañés, 48 years old, is pastor of the Baptist 
Church, a businessperson, and an associate of the Men-
nonite Brethren church’s Peace Office, in the city of Cali. 

A group of armed men found him in a hardware store 
and told him he would have to give them 10 million 
pesos (approximately US$4,700) for them to “allow 
him to work.” Raúl gave them half that sum of money 
and told them he had no more. At that point, death 
threats and blackmail began, presumably by parami-
litaries. The threats and blackmail reached such an 
extent that the pastor had to change his place of resi-
dence several times.

The Peace Office and Baptist seminary in Cali testified 
to the danger of his situation and his vulnerability in 
Colombia, helping him to flee first to the U.S. and 
later to Spain. 

CASE 76
DEATH THREATS
DISPLACEMENT
ATTACK AGAINST CIVILIAN GOODS

 
Victim: Ana Peñate * and her four 
daughters and two sons, 
of the Words of Life Church 
Date: December 25, 2002 
Location: Rincón del Mar village, 
San Onofre, Sucre 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

 
Ana Peñate,* who is 60 years old, is the single mo-
ther of four daughters and two sons, all grown. She 
is a farmer and a member of the Christian church in 
Rincón del Mar.

Three armed men–known in the region to be paramili-
taries–arrived at her home, insulted her and threatened 
her. They insisted she tell them where to find Sebas-
tián,* her son, because they were going to kill him. 
When they did not get the information they were see-
king, they entered the house by force and destroyed 
everything they could. They also pointed their rifles at 
another of Ana’s sons and gave a hard slap to one of her 
daughters, who had just recently given birth.

The armed men repeated in loud yells that they would 
kill the family. After failing to obtain the information 
they wanted about where to find the man they were 
seeking, they ordered the family to leave the town in 
five minutes.
 
Since she had no money with which to buy tickets, Ana 
had to very quickly sell a half-hectare of her land to a 
neighbor, at an extremely low price. Forced to leave her 
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home, a large number of pigs, all her belongings, and 
the town where she had spent here entire life, Ana and 
her family were forced into displacement in Cartagena. 

According to the family, paramilitaries took up resi-
dence in their house for the following year and a half, 
eating their pigs and their crops. Also, the mayor of 
San Onofre–Jorge Blanco Fuentes–used their home 
as a storage shed for construction materials while 
they were displaced.

After a year and a half in displacement, the alleged 
commander of the paramilitaries told Ana she could 
return. However, she and her family found the house 
empty and almost completely destroyed.
 
For his part, Sebastián was far from the town on the 
day of the threats, and so was able to receive warning 
and escape death by staying away. After the demobi-
lization of paramilitaries under the command of the 
commander who was involved in this case, Sebastián 
returned to Rincón del Mar.

CASE 77
DISPLACEMENT
HUMAN SHIELD THREAT

 
Victim: Alejandro Jiménez Berrío, pastor,  
his family, and 32 other families.   
Date: January 23, 2003   
Location: Palmira village, San Onofre, Sucre 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries, Guerrillas. 

 
Alejandro Jiménez Berrío is a 47-year-old farmer and 
pastor of African descent. He is pastor of the God With 
Us AIEC (Association of Evangelical Churches of the 

Caribbean) church. Alejandro and his family had to 
flee their home and town because of combat between 
guerrillas and paramilitaries. As the victim tells it:

“I was out doing field work, collecting 
dry corn, when I suddenly started to 
hear rifle shots all around me. I ran, 
leaving behind all the samples I had 
collected and stored in the moun-
tains. We had been warned that there 
might be combat coming to Palmira 
soon, as the guerrillas and parami-
litaries were fighting mercilessly for 
control of the area. The first combat 
had taken place on January 3. So af-
ter I heard all the shots, I went into 
town, gathered my family together, 
and we fled–together with 31 other 
families. We knew that the shots be-
ing fired all over town were coming 
from the guerrillas, who had come 
there to confront the paramilitaries, 
who were well established in the 
center of town. This all took place on 
January 23, 2003.”

Beginning in 2000, paramilitaries and guerrillas had 
been disputing this region known as Montes de María 
(Mountains of Mary), which provides a corridor to the 
ocean. At the end of 2003, the paramilitaries establis-
hed their control of the area. 
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Clarification regarding collective victims
in the tallies 

The following cases have an imprecise number of vic-
tims, because in situations that involve human rights 
violations committed against many people it is difficult 
to obtain accurate statistics. Therefore, the following 
victims were not included in the tallies for 2006. 

• Case 51. 2006-01-Dec: The family 
and as well as the church were 
threatened. 

• Case 24. 2006-15-Jun: Nine 
familias were displaced.

• Case 2. 2006-31-May: Youth in the 
neighborhood were threatened.

• Case 27. 2006-15-Oct: Thirty-three 
families were displaced.

• Case 36. 2006-21-Mar: Members 
of the youth group and inhabitants of 
Astilleros, Galindo and La Raya were 
also threatened. 

• Case 28. 2006-1-Nov: The entire 
population of Tierradentro suffered 
the consequences of the attack. 

• Caso 52. July, August and October 
of 2006. Church members were 
threatened. 
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Close-up: Arauca, Caught in the Crossfire

According to Ricardo Lopez,* a local pastor, “when 
the two powerful (ELN and FARC) military commands 
started fighting and the two main leaders were killed 
on both sides, we were engulfed in a wave of killings. 
They didn’t fight each other out in the open–both the 
ELN and the FARC were afraid of being surprised by 
the Colombian army–so they identified symbolic 
leaders of all the different social groups and started 
assassinating them. That’s how we lost so many city 
council members, community leaders, program di-
rectors and teachers.”

On the other hand, the Evangelical churches do not 
trust the Colombian military either. “The army fights 
the two guerrilla groups with the help of the parami-
litaries,” affirms Ricardo.* He goes on to say that in 
light of this, Christians have sought to maintain their 
neutrality which means they have been subject to 
harassment and pressure from armed groups of the 
three sectors. “The churches don’t want the guerrilla, 
the paramilitaries or the army,” stated the pastor.

Another factor that affects the community and Chris-
tians in the area is the pressure from President Alvaro 
Uribe Velez on the armed forces; he requires them to 
produce high levels of “positive results” in combating 
the guerrilla. This results in civilian deaths that the 
State Armed Forces present as members of a guerrilla 
group. When families denounce the acts, they later 
report that they feel threatened and in many cases flee 
their communities due to the political harassment. 

Arauca is a province rich in oil but poor in the gover-
nment services of education, healthcare and sanita-
tion. The virtual abandonment by the state has made it 
easy for the FARC and ELN guerrilla groups to control 
the region for more than twenty years. Historically the 
FARC has controlled the coca production and drug 
trafficking and the ELN has run politics.

The paramilitaries arrived in 2002 and attempted to 
take over both the drug trafficking and the political 
scene. But civilians and social organizations publi-
cized the ties between the mayor of the Araucan mu-
nicipality Tame and the paramilitaries, and as a result 
the attempt was weakened.

Approximately nine years ago anyone who wanted to 
move to Arauca was pressured to align with either the 
ELN or the FARC. In turn, this political allegiance de-
termined many aspects of daily life, such as where 
children went to school or for whom to vote. Through 
this system Colombia’s two main guerrilla groups 
consolidated their presence in every town and village 
in Arauca.

Since April 2006 these two guerrilla groups, that pre-
viously had respected each other, have been at war. 
This plays out primarily in rural areas, where most 
Araucans live, and increases the pressure for civilians 
to declare loyalty to one of the two groups.
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Chapter 3:

SEEDS OF HOPE

Many evangelical Christian churches throughout the country are working directly 
with the poorest people, or with the victims themselves in conflict zones. They 
have very few material resources, but each day achieve more than those resour-

ces would allow. Despite the magnitude of the humanitarian crisis they face, their work 
goes far beyond attending to emergencies. These churches have had to develop a variety 
of initiatives to respond not only to the immediate and urgent realities of poverty and 
armed conflict that directly affect their communities, but also to the need for long-term 
solutions achieved through the conflict transformation.

By considering peace to be an active and on-going process rather than an ultimate goal, the 
churches have been able to develop a sense of reconciliation that connects with the victi-
ms, the communities, and, above all, with reality. More and more churches have directed 
their primary efforts to understanding the patterns of human relations that are being created 
and re-created in Colombia’s violence. These patterns are profoundly shaped by nearly a 
half-century of armed conflict and, in turn, by even more remote historical precedents. 

While the great debates and national and governmental actions have focused on war, 
negotiations, and the rights of those who possess weapons, the churches instead work to 
understand the victim. The churches see victims not only as the protagonists of the story, 

You intended to harm me, 
but God intended it for good 
to accomplish what is now 
being done, the saving of 
many lives. Genesis 50:20
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but as integral beings who possess human rights and 
material, social, cultural and psychological interests 
that together form their well-being. 

This vision is reflected frequently in the actions and 
programs of the churches, which – in addition to hu-
manitarian work -- offer support to victims in areas 
such as psycho-social recovery and legal advice. They 
also work to promote adequate grieving processes, 
and aim in all their actions to generate reconciliation, 
justice, a call to repentance, truth, reparations, and 
forgiveness. In the same way, they have developed 
processes to combat the hate and resentment victims 
can feel toward their victimizers.

The work of the churches can be a reference point 
for conflict resolution work in general, and it provides 

hope for a sustainable, lasting peace. For that reason, 
the work of detecting, recognizing, learning about, 
and promoting those initiatives of the churches is im-
perative and urgent. Their work is generally conceived 
and carried out with little media coverage, and hap-
pens far from the roar of the national stages of debate 
and the reach of government actions.

What follows is a very small sample of these com-
munity initiatives, which reflect both a deep unders-
tanding of the reality in which they are working and 
a surprising creativity that can only be the product 
of an intense and very real vocation for peace. Note: 
These accounts illustrate diverse ways churches are 
striving to meet needs given their understanding and 
the resources available to them. 
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1. Strength is collective

The “Bread and Peace” (Pan y Paz) day of celebration demonstrates the outcry of 
the churches for the social conditions that are necessary for an enduring national 
peace. When the communities unite in civil resistance against the armed actors, 
violence, and unequal access to resources, their strength is demonstrated. 

On September 21, 2006, more than 24,000 people 
joined together to celebrate the national day of “Bread 
and Peace”, in commemoration of the Universal Day 
of Peace and Nonviolence. They were convened by 
56 Christian churches in 38 Colombian counties and 
cities. To help foster understanding of the relation 
between economic justice and enduring peace, the 
attendees participated in a variety of cultural, edu-
cational, and awareness-raising activities. Months 
before the event, a national committee representing 
“Bread and Peace” sought out the support of chur-
ches throughout the country to help prepare the day’s 
activities. The celebrations were the final result of a 
process of organizing and reflection. 

The celebrations allowed participants to observe real 
peace initiatives–both spontaneous ones and those 
borne of collective preparation–that come direc-
tly from the people themselves, those people most 
affected by poverty and the armed conflict. These ini-
tiatives point toward a complete, sustainable, and dy-
namic peace that is not limited to simply an absence 
of conflict without an understanding of the conditions 
needed to live with dignity. They are proposals that 
rise from felt needs and are grounded in reality. They 
are not conceived or imposed by the small number of 
elites who -- far away from the communities -- nego-
tiate, debate and decide the country´s fate on issues 
of conflict and of peace. 

In the day of celebration, the “bread” represents a 
profound concept of the right to food and the neces-
sity of considering social and economic justice as 
fundamental, indispensable parts of peace. For this 
reason, in many parts of the country on “Bread and 
Peace” day the participants share bread in public acts 
symbolizing the economic dimension of peace, and 
at the same time demanding that the government 
create public policies that aim to eradicate poverty 
and defend human rights. 

Throughout the country in 2006, including in areas 
suffering severe repression by armed actors, the day 
included activities ranging from open-air services, 
cultural events, sports competitions, and reflection 
and analysis sessions, to marches and gatherings in 
public plazas. 

Although each region celebrated in its own manner, 
and by expressing its particular culture and reality, the 
celebrations in general all focused on demonstrating 
the relationship between economic justice and endu-
ring peace. Additionally, the events explored themes 
of International Humanitarian Law, human rights, de-
mocracy, ethnic and cultural autonomy, local develo-
pment, and civil resistance to violence, armed actors, 
and the inequalities in accessing natural, material and 
economic resources. 
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In Cali, for example, more than 700 indigenous Guam-
bianos from Santander de Quilichao (Cauca province) 
highlighted the relationship between the conflict and 
poverty, and the effect of crossfire from the armed 
groups on their communities. They asked that their 
community be recognized as a peace zone. The group 
traveled to Cali to join a march of more than 9,000 
people organized by local churches and supported by 
the provincial government.
 
For many communities that face very high levels of 
repression and crossfire from the armed actors, each 
activity of the day of “Bread and Peace” -- even those 
that seemed very simple -- meant a victory against 
fear, an expression of great courage gained by the 
united communities, and a fulfillment of the real need 
to protest against poverty and violence. Such was 
the case, among many other places, in the village of 
Galindo (in San Jacinto del Cauca county, in the pro-
vince of Bolívar). There the town-people gathered in 

violation of a curfew imposed by the dominant armed 
group.. They held a church service and played soccer 
during hours prohibited by the armed group’s com-
manders in the region. 

Thanks to joint work between Evangelical and Catho-
lic churches, in Montecristo (a county in the southern 
part of Bolívar province) five neighboring commu-
nities came together to celebrate Bread and Peace, 
despite crossfire and the constant tensions they have 
to endure. Mayors and other government authorities 
took part in the celebration. The communities were 
strengthened by their unity in confronting the fear im-
posed by armed groups in the region. In the central 
square of Montecristo, they marched, held cultural 
events and discussions to reflect on the key points of 
Bread and Peace. As the event progressed, the coura-
ge of the people demonstrating proved contagious; 
more and more people joined the celebration of Bread 
and Peace, to the point that they prolonged the event 
through October 7, two weeks later.

2. Support for growth 

“Growing Together” is a program that seeks to change the future for boys 
and girls who pass the first years of their lives surrounded by poverty and 
violence.

Since 2001, in Soacha county to the southeast of Bo-
gotá, the Mennonite Christian Church of Ciudad Berna 
has carried out a project called “Growing Together.” 
The program supports girls and boys who have lived 
through traumatic experiences related to the armed 

conflict (such as displacement and the violent death of 
family members, among others), hunger and poverty.

The program serves a community with very real needs. 
Research conducted by the Archdiocese of Bogotá 
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and the Council on Human Rights and Displacement 
(CODHES) shows that at least 235,126 people–dis-
proportionately women, children and teenagers–arri-
ved as displaced people in the Colombian capital and 
neighboring Soacha county between 2001 and 2006. 
They came from 29 of the country’s 33 provinces. The 
study also shows that the average monthly income 
for these displaced families–each of which is made 
up of an average of five people–is approximately 
248,000 pesos (US$116), or 8,266 pesos (US$3.86) 
per day.24 

In responding to a problem of this magnitude, the 
program seeks a comprehensive approach to address 
the situation of young people and focuses on four 
strategic areas:

• Prevention and protection, based in International 
Humanitarian Law and the rights of children; 

• Personal and spiritual development;
• Psycho-social accompaniment; and
• Technical training, through workshops for job tra-

ining and growth.

Currently the program serves 150 boys and girls, ran-
ging in age from five to 17, many of whom have been 
victims of sexual abuse or labor exploitation.

In addition, the church understands boys and girls 
as an integral part of a community, which, to a large 

extent, determines the possibilities they have ahead 
of them. So the church has extended its work to 
other groups in the population. Besides the children, 
they are serving 100 women (the majority of them 
heads of household) and 30 adolescents threatened 
by or at high risk of forced recruitment by the ille-
gal armed groups (especially the paramilitaries). 
Recruitment into the armed groups in Soacha has 
reached an alarming level, given that many of the 
young people living in situations of poverty have not 
found other options for creating a future, and have 
become combatants. 

The Growing Together project offers young people 
facing this situation training workshops on how to 
create alternative economic opportunities. María Avi-
lán, the pedagogical coordinator of Growing Together, 
explains that these programs offer “an alternative and 
a possibility for the boys and girls to re-envision their 
lives, and to be able to build dreams that are different 
from the context they now live in.”

Similarly, one of the project’s donors explains: “We 
begin by dreaming of a better place for our boys and 
girls. We want to have a center for prevention and 
training, focused on nonviolence, right in the middle 
of the neighborhood, close to the people. We want 
a place for recreation and also for dissemination, to 
continue weaving together little pieces of peace and 
social justice.”

24 Archdiocese of Bogotá and CODHES. Gota a gota. Desplazamiento forzado en Bogotá y Soacha. (Drop by Drop: Forced Displacement 
in Bogotá and Soacha). Bogotá: Codhes, 2007.
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3. The solutions are found in community

The Justice and Peace Committee of a congregation in Bogotá has been 
working for more than seven years to accompany the persecuted and 
hold gathering for reflection and learning on peace and nonviolence. 
Together church members and victims of the violence seek solutions to 
armed conflict and the desperate needs engendered by war. 

dealing with the questions. Why is this happening to 
us? How can we hold on to hope? Will the persecu-
tion and violence ever end? How will I feed my chil-
dren today, and where will we sleep tonight?

Victims know the deep pain and crude reality of war, 
yet they do not want to live as powerless, passive vic-
tims in this cold, unfamiliar city. Many yearn to regain 
their role as active participants in their communities 
and to have a sense of control of their own lives. They 
want to engage in peacebuilding efforts, make recom-
mendations to the government and the armed groups, 
and contribute to society in general.

With these characteristics and needs in mind, the 
Wednesday meetings, facilitated by the committee 
members, are divided into two parts: one dedicated 
to praying for peace, for the victims of the conflict and 
for the transformation of their victimizers, and another 
to delve into a current topic of war, peace and social 
well-being, with experts on the topic brought in to 
join the discussion.

The Wednesday meetings are of a general interest, but 
each victim´s case is unique, usually highly sensiti-
ve and requires individual attention. For that reason 
the leadership of the Justice and Peace Committee–a 

Once a week–every Wednesday, for one hour–close to 
fifty people come together to pray and reflect, to share 
their experiences of anguish, loss and pain—as well 
as their experiences of hope and community. They 
share opinions and knowledge about peace, nonvio-
lence, and the state of the armed conflict.

The majority of the participants was forcibly displaced 
from their homes and communities, or has otherwise 
been victims of the armed conflict.

Seven years ago, the local congregation created the 
Justice and Peace Committee in response to the 
growing stream of war victims who arrived to the 
church seeking help for desperate situations. They 
came—and come--from all corners of Colombia 
and many walks of life. With the passage of time, the 
number of widows, whole families and persecuted 
victims flocking to the church after fleeing their ho-
mes to seek protection grew in number. Dire security 
risks amplify their physical, material and existential 
crises; often with nowhere else to turn, they come for 
any help or counsel available.

The Justice and Peace Committee supports victims 
as they seek to resolve their complex, desperate pre-
dicaments and provides pastoral accompaniment in 
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pastor and church members–also holds meetings 
with families to listen to their case and help them dis-
cern next steps. To the greatest extent possible, they 
find practical solutions to the problems presented.

Among other actions, the committee has supported 
many people in urgent need of security and housing, 
including people needing to relocate after fleeing 
acts of violence. Likewise, in high-risk situations, 
the committee has accompanied victims through the 
process of applying for asylum, especially to Canada. 
They have established ties of communication and co-
llaboration with the churches in Canada that receive 
the victims and support them through relocation and 
adaptation.

The church, as a faith community, and the commit-
tee has become a place of support available for many 
victims who are often hopeless, unsure how they will 
meet immediate needs for food and shelter, and un-
sure whether their pursuers might be waiting around 
the next street corner.

The Wednesday gatherings always conclude with a 
simple soup, prepared by the participants in the mee-
ting. Friendships and community develop over a hot 
meal and the life stories shared together. At the end 
of the day, it is on this terrain–of trusting commu-
nity embracing, encouraging and empowering vic-
tims–where the strength must be found to generate 
real, achievable solutions for reconciliation and the 
building of a lasting peace in Colombia. 

Eventos Pan y Paz, Cali.

65
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4. Peacebuilders

“Edupaz” is an initiative to train and motivate leaders, educators and 
promoters of peace–in families, schools, churches, institutions, 
communities. 

Thanks to the initiative taken by churches from the 
Mennonite Brethren tradition, a school for peace ca-
lled “Edupaz” (Peace Education) operates in the city 
of Cali. Using an Anabaptist perspective, the school 
trains young people, families, institutions, churches 
and communities in such a way that the people who 
are trained will themselves become leaders, trainers 
and multipliers of abilities and knowledge for conflict 
resolution and nonviolence.

With the same goal in mind, a Center for Mediation 
and Reconciliation has been established. With the su-
pport of this center, local mediators can offer specia-
lized and uninterrupted attention to the transformation 
of family and community conflicts. Similarly, a Center 
for Comprehensive Attention to the Family–based in 
a number of educational institutions -- has offered 
families legal, medical, psychological and spiritual 
support from an interdisciplinary team of experts.

Edupaz is promoting and implementing a course for 
youth in “Education for peace and the resolution of 
conflicts.” The course is offered to students in eighth, 
ninth and tenth grades in Cali’s public and private high 
schools. In the Mennonite Brethren schools in the city, 
there are rooms dedicated to mediation, where young 
people not only receive training but also resolve real 
cases of conflict between students and even teachers 
and administrators. This work now takes place in the 

Baptist University as well, where high school rectors, 
social and community leaders, nongovernmental or-
ganization staff, teachers and more than 90 pastors 
participate in workshops on conflict resolution.

In local evangelical churches workshops have been 
conducted on topics such as “Transformation of con-
flicts,” “Jesus and Active Nonviolence,” and “Fire and 
Water,” all with an Anabaptist focus on social justice. 
These efforts seek to motivate and empower local 
churches to carry out ministries that address the real 
situation and respond to the real interests and needs 
of their church members and their communities.
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5. Vallenato redemption

With music, displaced youth in Colombia’s Caribbean coast region are 
working to heal themselves and their community from the impacts of 
violence.

In the north of the country, along the Caribbean coa-
st–a region severely affected by armed conflict and 
poverty–inhabitants maintain their vibrant culture and 
narrative through music. As an expression both of 
the culture and the hardship suffered, a group of five 
young people—who, with their families, were forcibly 
displaced from their lands by armed groups--confront 
violence and hatred through sharing their painful life 
stories, their protest and their calls for reconciliation 
through music.

The young adults and their families were part of a mass 
displacement from the town of Macayepo, in the state 
of Sucre, in 2000. The group organized a band called 
“Redemption” that plays Vallenato, folk music from 
the northern coast. With an accordion, a guitar and 
gourd instruments, they have dedicated themselves 
to speaking to the hurt of the matter, as well as enlive-
ning celebration, prayer and hope in their community. 
They are members of the Haven for Peace church in 
Sincelejo, the capital city of Sucre. The church was 
formed by a number of communities of small-scale 
subsistence farmers who had been violently forced 
from their homes by armed groups from the Montes 
de María (“Mountains of Mary”) region. Their church 
community has become a point of reference for survi-
vors of violence and other displaced people who arri-
ve in Sincelejo fleeing the conflict. (See case 69.)

In the mid- and late 19th century, the first composers 
of Vallenato roamed the country, carrying the people’s 
news and messages in their music. Likewise, “Re-
demption” carries in the lyrics of its songs an account 
of the pain, yearning, proposals for peace, and history 
of their community. They sing about the pain of be-
ing uprooted, and about the anguish of losing loved 
ones. They sing about peasants’ work, nature, love, 
and major events in the history of their people. With 
accordion music, they tell their own personal stories; 
they protest injustice, they cry out, they pray. Through 
song they aim to make contribute to conflict resolu-
tion and peacebuilding.

“Redemption” plays its music in local evangelical 
churches, in town gatherings, on the region’s Chris-
tian radio station, and at the most important celebra-
tions and commemorations of their community. As-
suming they are able to find the financial resources 
to follow through with it, they are recording their first 
compact disc so that their testimonies and outcry 
will reach a wider public. For the young members of 
“Redemption,” music is the best way they can call 
together, move, heal and transform a people like their 
own. In a region where the power of weapons often 
rules, they are giving proof of the prophetic, healing 
and transformative power of music.
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MAY PEACE REIGN
(A song)

I. Time has passed, the years have passed,
 But these memories never leave me.
 The storm that struck my life, 
 The steady anguish has been so hard.
 My loved ones have already gone;
 I don’t see the reason;
 Why is this happening to me?
 They were murdered – what sadness it gives me –
 My soul has been touched by a bitter suffering.
 Where is my son?
 Where is my brother?
 Where is my friend? The ones they took from our town –
 Where is my little farm?
 Where are my cattle?
 I don’t see my crops – I feel alone.

CHORUS: May peace reign, may love reign,
 May I return one day to my home.
 Jesus is the source of my salvation;
 He’s my hope, my peace, my protection.

II. I’m a farmer
 And they’ve stopped me from working the land.
 They stole from me
 Something I have longed for. 
 They didn’t value the hard work I did with my two hands –
 The whole thing has been so hard.
 Lord, give me strength to carry on.
 Jesus has given me the strength to forgive
 These causes of my suffering.
 Where is my son?
 Where is my brother?
 Where is my friend? The ones they took from our town –
 Where is my little farm?
 Where are my cattle?
 I don’t see my crops – I feel alone.

Composer: Richard Castillo Torres, 
director of the Vallenato group 
“Redemption”

Lyrics published with permission 
of the composer. 

Photograph by Ryan Rodrick Beiler
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6. Denying the war child soldiers 

Protestant churches in Northern Santander and Arauca are struggling 
against forced recruitment–a practice of the armed groups in their 
quest to control this border region with Venezuela. 

Protestant churches are developing responses to the 
challenges youth and children face in the midst of the 
armed conflict in the states of Northern Santander, 
especially in the Catatumbo region, and Arauca along 
Colombia’s northeastern border with Venezuela.25

Youth in this region grow up in an atmosphere of in-
tense armed conflict, extensive illicit crop cultivation, 
acute poverty, unemployment and a lack of oppor-
tunities. Many young people see joining one of the 
armed groups as their only option and some have re-
ported being offered money to join their ranks.

For young people in this region, as for many other Co-
lombians, war begins as a game: guns are toys, and the 
opposing side’s deaths are just the cards falling your 
way. According to the government’s Human Rights 
Ombudsman in 1999, nearly 20% of minors in Colom-
bia are tied directly or indirectly to the armed conflict.26 
The Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office has also re-

ported that the average recruitment age dropped from 
13.8 years old in 2001 to 12.8 years old in 2005.27

In light of this scenario, local churches have develo-
ped programs to prevent this recruitment. In Northern 
Santander, local congregations work in conjunction 
with the Catholic Church to offer recruitment preven-
tion workshops for youth. In addition to Colombian 
participants, they have offered the workshops to Ve-
nezuelan youth from El Nula, in the border state of 
Apure. They are publishing and distributing others’ 
stories of recruitment as lessons for today’s youth. 
Also as a part of this program, some youth have vi-
sited the high-security Modelo Prison and seen first-
hand the rehabilitation and forgiveness work of former 
victimizers amongst the prisoners. Local media have 
also joined this effort and are including these stories, 
developed by the churches, in their programming for 
children and youth.

25 Churches around the country address the wide-spread problem of child recruitment. Another case: San Vicente del Caguan, in southern 
Colombia, is an area with high levels of armed conflict and the former “demilitarized” or “cleared” and “neutral” zone where peace talks 
were held between the FARC guerilla group and the former Administration. There as well congregations and local church organizations 
support and protect young people (and their families) who are fleeing from forced recruitment.

26 Declaration by the Colombian Human Rights Ombudsman in the Latin American and Caribbean Conference on the Use of Children as 
Soldiers. Montevideo, July 1999. Cited in: “We, Boys and Girls, Do Not Want to be in the War.” http://www.coalico.org/noticias.htm, by the 
Coalition against the involvement of children and youth in the Colombian armed conflict. 

27 Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office, “Characterization of the children and youth who have broken ties with illegal armed groups: Social 
and productive integration, from a human rights perspective.” Ombudsman’s Report. Bogotá, December 2006. Cited by: http://www.
coalico.org/noticias.htm, the Coalition Against the Linking of Boys, Girls and Youth to the Armed Conflict in Colombia.
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In Arauca, congregations collaborate with national 
church organizations, like the CRVP and Justapaz, to 
help youth escape forced recruitment and find pro-
tection for themselves and their families. The armed 
groups here, namely the FARC and the ENL guerrilla 
groups, not only threaten youth they seek to “recruit” 
but their families as well. Fourteen year old Chepe* 
and his cousin fled their small-town home in Arauca 
with the support of Justapaz and their pastor and now 
attend a boarding school in a different state. Chepe* 

“I really miss my 

mom, my aunts and 

uncles, but since I’m 

here I know that I’m 

not in danger; I’m no 

longer at risk of being 

killed, and either is 

my mom.” 14 year-

old Chepe* fled for-

ced recruitment in his 

home state of Arauca. 

said, “I really miss my mom, my aunts and uncles, 
but since I’m here at least I know that I’m not in dan-
ger. I’m no longer at risk of being killed, and either is 
my mom.” (For additional persecution of the same 
family, see cases 1, 3, 4, and13.) 

Local and national organizations have advised and 
supported several families from around Colombia in 
leaving the country, due to threats from the armed 
groups.



71

The Mennonite Brethren have developed the “Food 
Not Coca” program in the northwest coastal province 
of Chocó, offering economic alternatives to low-inco-
me inhabitants in the region of San Juan and Baudó. 
This assistance is offered to those who, despite their 
poverty, resist the pressure of the armed groups and 
refuse to plant coca, choosing food crops and raising 
animals instead.

The program started in May 2007 through providing 
farming inputs to 38 families who needed assistance 
to get their farms going. They are now raising chic-
kens and pigs and growing plantains, yucca, corn and 
other basic food crops. These farmers received seeds, 
fertilizer, high-quality feed for their animals and mo-
ney to pay day-laborers, among other things. The first 
stage of the program, which is currently underway, 
provides technical assistance and all the necessary 
inputs to a group of peasants who are committed to 
increasing their production.

One of the first positive signs, despite the short pe-
riod of time since the beginning of the program, is 
the high level of responsibility shown by the parti-
cipating families who are multiplying the inputs they 
were given by investing their profits into expanding 
their farms.

Agricultural projects such as this one are very impor-
tant in the province of Chocó, as it is one of the most 

bio-diverse regions in the world. Despite this Chocó 
has the highest poverty rate in Colombia. According 
to the National Statistics Department (DANE), 56% of 
the families in Chocó live on less than USD 200 a 
month, or one minimum Colombian salary. 

7. “Food Not Coca”

Despite pressure from armed groups, an agricultural program seeks to 
provide economic alternatives for families from the province of Chocó 
who reject growing coca. 

71
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8. Churches reach out

Displaced persons in the province of Chocó are receiving food and 
clothing thanks to the efforts of Protestant families and churches.

For seven years the Mennonite Brethren and Coalition 
Hope, with the support of other churches, have been 
providing emergency care to thousands of displaced 
persons in war-torn Chocó, the poorest province in 
Colombia. This program calls on Protestant families 
to commit to providing food and clothing for as many 
displaced families as they can. Due to this program 
the Protestant churches have often been the first, and 
sometimes the only, to come to the aid of these victi-
ms of Colombia’s war.

This effort is being developed in a very complex 
context full of social contrasts and great risk. In this 
region the armed conflict mixes with terrible pover-
ty to create the worst humanitarian crisis in Colom-
bia. Attracted by a geographically strategic area full 
of economic interests, factions of the armed groups 
fight to control this prized possession, and along the 
way have violated all types of human rights as well as 
International Humanitarian Law. 

In this context, and faced with the arrival of waves 
of displaced persons, some 300 members of the 
Mennonite Brethren church joined with the Catholic 
Church, the Colombian Social Welfare Agency and 
the President’s Social Action Program to aid the 
displaced population with food and clothing. “They 
arrive just as they left, with only the few things they 
could grab as they fled,” stated one of the program 
coordinators. 
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9. Transformation possible

Confraternidad Carcelaria de Colombia, an affiliate of Prison Fellowship 
International, has been developing a restorative justice initiative in 
Colombia since 2004, bringing together victims and victimizers, in jails 
that house those accused of atrocities and crimes against humanity.

There are people in Colombia’s churches who believe 
that change is possible for every human condition. 
This extends to those who have been trained to bru-
talize and have committed the vilest of war crimes. 
Church-based Confraternidad Carcelaria workers in 
Colombia’s high-security prisons believe that trans-
formation is possible through repairing harm caused 
or revealed by criminal behavior, and is best accom-
plished through cooperative processes including all 
stakeholders.28 Based on this theory of restorative jus-
tice, the Confraternidad Carcelaria has been working 
for victims and victimizers’ recovery by facilitating a 
series of workshops on repentance and forgiveness.
 
Through this process 120 people have been brought 
together at the Itagüí prison in the state of Antioquia. 
There paramilitaries work through vicious crimes – 
including crimes against humanity. Victims and victi-
mizers together address hate and resentment through 
classes on: crime and its impact on victims and their 
communities, responsibilities of victimizers and vic-
tims, repentance, forgiveness, restitution, reconcilia-
tion, and celebrating a new conscience.
 
The project is based on restorative justice which sees 
repentance (which requires sharing the full truth), 
reparations of harm, and forgiveness as the deepest 
ways to transform victimizers and restore victims. The 

program responds to crimes as violations of indivi-
duals and communities and so works to transform 
and restore these relationships, as contrasted with 
traditional justice systems which respond to crime as 
a violation of the State. Lácides Hernández, general 
coordinator of the Prison Fellowship states, “In most 
cases victims aren’t as interested in economic repa-
rations. What they need above all is the whole truth, 
as well as to know how much the victimizer repents 
of what they did.”

There are certainly many challenges and dangers in 
a context of ongoing armed conflict in which many 
formally demobilized paramilitary seek only the be-
nefits of the government’s “peace process,” which is 
deemed a farce by many. Nevertheless, the Confrater-
nidad Carcelaria has accompanied cycles of victim/
offender processes in which the learning, repentance 
and forgiveness become real. To achieve these goals 
both victims and victimizers must find virtues within 
themselves that are greater than the seemingly insur-
mountable offense that separates them. In this way, 
in a country where vengeance is the most common 
response to violence and where forgiveness has be-
come a formality stripped of meaning or associated 
with impunity, the Confraternidad Carcelaria´s efforts 
are a seed of hope – devoutly nurtured in hearts that 
many believed to be fallow. 

28 Prison Fellowship International, home page, http://www.restorativejustice.org/intro
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In the Christian tradition we understand repentance 
as an essential part of change. To repent is to change 
directions, and it leads to making amends and res-
titution or reparation. Nobody is immune to making 
mistakes. Repentance recognizes mistakes and is set 
on changing them and not repeating them.

Jesus begins preaching the good news of the Kingdom 
of God by saying “repent.” When Jesus visited his 
house in Jericho, Zaccheus (the tax collector) stood 
up and announced, “Lord, I will give half of my goods 
to the poor, and if I have cheated anyone I will repay 
them four times over.” Zaccheus’ repentance led him 
to pay reparations to those he had cheated. That was 

the step he needed to take to make peace with his 
neighbors. Jesus’ response was, “Today salvation–
health and peace–has come to this house.” 

The call to repentance is an important contribution of 
the Protestant churches to the peace process in Co-
lombia. It is a call to the heart, to an internal change, 
that results in external changes. Though it may seem 
as futile as digging in the ocean, the following exam-
ples show that the call to repentance is not in vain. 
People hear the call and can be changed by God’s 
power. Repentance does not equal impunity, rather it 
requires the person who committed the sin to recog-
nize and confront the crime, repair the harm caused, 
and face its consequences.

Repentance that Leads to Peace

10. The unarmed word

A young pastor translates the Gospel to his community’s context. One 
of his main tasks is to call the armed actors to repentance and to lay 
down their weapons.

He says he goes with God – which is why he is 
amongst the poor, with those who suffer, in the midst 
of the people in the most oppressed villages and 
neighborhoods. He navigates the bitter landscapes 
plagued with war.

In a paramilitary controlled conflict zone in northern 
Colombia, 28 year old pastor Jason* counsels armed 
actors urging them to relinquish violence. It is a brave 
and risky thing to try to change the mindset of these 
armed men accustomed to violence, hatred, killing, 
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hurting and seeing anyone other than their comrades 
in arms as enemies, to one of repentance and peace.

To give just one example, community members 
relate that in 2004 a paramilitary commander 
was fleeing from several armed men and wanted 
to hide in the church; the persecuted paramilitary 
commander had learned that his superior officer 
had ordered that he be killed. After learning of the 
situation, Jason asked the men who were chasing 
him allow him to meet with the commander for a 
minute. Jason listened to the man´s story, they 
talked and prayed together. 

After this moment of reflection the persecuted para-
military had calmed down and he joined the other pa-
ramilitary who had been chasing him. Jason watched 
as the man left with them, presumably to his death. 
The next day the commander came back and told the 
pastor that he had been saved from the death senten-
ce and, based on the experience and counseling by 
Jason,* that he had decided to lay down his weapons 
and turn from violence. 
 
Jason is a preacher who translates the Gospel into the 
context of his people and who knows that it is there in 
the midst of fragility and human pain that his ministry 
is most meaningful.

11. From air force general to gentle gardener: A transformation of the Spirit

Javier Pinzón has been through many changes. He chose to follow Christ 
and abandoned his military service. He turned his back on gaining 
power and learned humility and has taken on a genuine spirit of service.

More than 25 years ago a sculptor shared his faith 
with Javier Pinzón, a successful Colombian Air Force 
pilot. The words reached him at a time when he was 
feeling a lot of confusion. Pinzon’s process of slow 
conversion started with those words from a sculptor. 
His wife and daughters also started a similar process 
of transformation. 

For 10 more years he continued in the air force even 
as he grew in his faith and started to share it with his 

colleagues. Some of them, hardened by violence and 
driven by a war mentality, started to distrust this man 
who now spoke to them of faith and love as appro-
priate reactions to conflict. Javier also had to deal 
with the opposition of the intolerant Catholic Church 
leaders, the only church allowed to have a presence 
on the base. 

After 28 years in the military, Javier had reached the 
rank of colonel and had become a presidential pilot 
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with training at the U.S.-based School of the Ameri-
cas. Despite all of this, despite enjoying widespread 
recognition for his achievements and nearly reaching 
the rank of general, Javier resigned from the air force. 
According to Javier he had matured in his faith and 
“in no way could continue taking up arms and pre-
paring for war.” While the rules of war instructed him 
to annihilate his enemy, his heart told him to forgive 
and love. 

From that moment forward he dedicated his time 
to “developing as an evangelical Christian,” as he 
puts it. But he also remembers his inability to get rid 
of his ambition. He was attracted to the power that 
pastors can have and started preaching to stadiums 
full of eager followers. He focused on the imminent 
return of Jesus and promoted prosperity as the ul-
timate goal. 

Yet he discovered over five years ago that this wasn’t 
the type of Christian that he wanted to be. He dis-
covered the suffering and difficulties of working with 
the neediest and he sought to develop his spirit of 
service. Far from the “showy” gospel he had previo-
usly preached, he and his family started studying 
Anabaptist faith, to learn humility, leaving behind 

the desire for power and dedicating one’s life to ser-
ving others.

As a result of this new turn in their lives, Javier and 
his family invested what they had in a small farm to 
serve the rural community of El Rodeo, in the munici-
pality of Machetá, 101 kilometers from Bogotá. With 
the help of the Brotherhood in Christ, the Mennoni-
te Central Committee and Mennonite Brethren, they 
have started the “Basileia” program directed towards 
local children and their families. The goal of the pro-
gram is to create an Anabaptist community and teach 
children to respect and care for the land. In the future 
the program plans to create an education fund for the 
children and teach them organic farming and soil and 
water management techniques.

To date they have developed the first stage of the pro-
gram comprised of determining the primary needs 
of the residents of Machetá and seeking to gain their 
trust and support for the project. Also, as funding 
has allowed, they have provided food and clothing to 
some children and their families, as well as organized 
the visit of a health brigade to the community. This 
accompaniment and assistance have been the basis 
for the relationship with the community.
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Chapter 4:

Freedom of Religion

Religious rights monitoring project29: a Human Rights response

Christianity in Colombia dates back to the sixteenth century and the Spanish con-
quest. The Catholic Church participated in the ensuing colonization and established 
a religious monopoly that forcibly eliminated any group that challenged Catholi-

cism, which was imposed as law. 

In 1886 Colombia’s constitution established Catholicism as the official religion and, as 
it had during the colonial period, the Catholic church was charged with running the edu-
cational system, registering citizens, providing social aid as well as other benefits and 
prerogatives. The 19th century also saw the arrival of the first Protestants to Colombia who 
faced multiple expressions of religious intolerance. 

In 1991 Colombia’s constitution was rewritten and for the first time guaranteed religious 
pluralism, recognizing the Fundamental Right to Freedom and Equality of Religion in arti-
cle 19. In 1994, Colombian law 133 recognized the multiple religious organizations.

Live as free men and women, 
but do not use your freedom 
as a cover-up for evil; live as 
servants of God. I Peter 2:16

29  In Spanish, the “Observatorio sobre la aplicación de la política pública en Colombia del derecho a la libertad e igualdad de cultos.” 
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Despite the constitutional change, 21st century Co-
lombia still carries with it the scars and social, poli-
tical and economic consequences of more than four 
centuries of the Catholic Church’s religious dominan-
ce, evidenced by the continued violation, by the state 
and society in general, of the freedom of religion in 
Colombia.

The Commission for Restoration, Life and Peace of 
CEDECOL and Justapaz founded the Religious rights 
monitoring project in order to support the Protestant 
denominations in Colombia, and society at large, 
through seeking solutions to violations of this cons-
titutional right.

The monitoring project addresses three areas:

• research, which catalogues and documents the 
public policies of freedom of religion and their 
implementation in Colombia;

• political advocacy, which works with both 
government and non-governmental agencies to 
promote policies that defend the freedom of re-
ligion; 

• education, which works to train pastors, lay lea-
ders and civil-society organizations about human 
rights.

The monitoring project is particularly important due 
to the lack of information in Colombia about free-
dom of religion among the Protestant churches and 
in society in general. Among the existing violations 
of freedom and equality of religion, the monitoring 
group has identified the following: 
 

Participation in Formal Initiatives to Promote 
Peace: National Peace Council: The National Pea-
ce Council was created by law 434 in 1998 as an 
advisory council to the government with the goal of 
improving the government’s peace efforts. The Pro-
testant churches were given a seat on the National 
Peace Council but, as of the writing of this document, 
the current administration has refused to convene it in 
compliance with the law. 

Nevertheless, President Alvaro Uribe has named other 
commissions that have included Catholic Church re-
presentatives but not included other faith communi-
ties. An example of this are the peace processes that 
are going on with the different armed groups in Co-
lombia, to which the Catholic Church has consistently 
been invited, while other churches have been denied 
participation.

Ministry of Defense, airports, jails and hospi-
tals: Pastoral care of the members of Colombia’s 
armed forces is overseen by a Catholic bishop 
through the office of the “Military Bishop”. There 
are currently 175 Catholic priests who serve as cha-
plains to the military and police and run the cha-
pels at military bases and police headquarters. This 
chaplaincy program does not involve any Protestant, 
or other faith, representatives. The same goes for 
airports, jails and hospitals in Colombia, where the 
chaplaincy programs are run exclusively by the Ca-
tholic Church.

National Office of Military Recruitment and Re-
serves: According to Colombian law 48 of 1993, 
every male 18 and older, must register for military 
service. Article 29 of this law states that students pre-
paring for religious ministry may defer their military 
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service. This benefit has been routine for Catholics 
while it has been very difficult for Protestant youth to 
gain this recognition - sometimes resulting in heavy 
fines, which in turn fund the war in Colombia.

Public Universities: A Protestant sociology student 
at the Universidad del Valle (a public university in 
Cali) found that she was paying for the services of a 
Catholic university chaplain while there were no other 
faiths reflected in the university chaplaincy.

The Press: One very important aspect of the resear-
ch carried out by the monitoring project is to examine 
religious coverage in Colombia’s major newspapers. 
To date we have studied the coverage of the El Tiem-
po newspaper for 2005 and 2006 and found just two 
articles covering freedom and equality of religion. By 
comparison 140 articles covered the Catholic Chur-
ch, including the Pope, bishops, priests or Catholic 
Church achievements.

The press bias is obvious in that headlines routinely 
refer to the Catholic Church as “The Church”. Only 17 
articles spoke of events of other churches, and while 
there were 25 Catholic priests serving as columnists, 
there was only one non-Catholic columnist.

Municipal Governments: The monitoring group has 
also collected information from provincial, municipal 
and local governments through information requests. 
Some interesting information has resulted from this 
work such as the fact that in the city of Neiva, five of 
the six cemeteries are run exclusively by the Catholic 
Church (the other is private). 

In another information request we found that on Janua-
ry 19, 2007, the Inspector General publicly commit-
ted to closely monitor the freedom and equality of re-
ligion in state run schools, hospitals and jails. This is 
an important step forward for the rights of Protestant 
churches in Colombia.

The monitoring group is currently creating an Office 
for the Promotion and Access to Justice. This Offi-
ce would encompass the religious rights monitoring 
project, a training center, and provide legal assistan-
ce to anyone whose human rights, such as the free-
dom and equality of religion, have been violated. We 
have taken concrete steps in a short period of time 
to develop the monitoring project for the benefit of 
the Christian community and victims of human rights 
violations in Colombia. 
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1. HOW TO READ THE REPORT

Methodological considerations 

• Careful presentation, true accounts, but limited data. This research into human rights 
violations against people connected to Christian churches in Colombia was not done 
using exhaustive methods of rigorous statistics that would involve sampling and 
scientific analysis. As such, the rationale of this report is not backed up by statistical 
analysis that could generalize, on a national level, the experience of churches. It is 
also not possible to say, for example, that these particular churches are in fact the 
most severely affected, although some of them have registered a higher number of 
victims of human rights violations than most of the others. 

 Nonetheless, the report indicates that certain churches have, in effect, more frequent-
ly been the targets of violence by armed actors than other churches. This conclusion, 
however, should take into account certain variables, such as the regions in which the 
churches are located, the number of church members who are poor and therefore 
susceptible to victimization, and the geographic location of the people carrying out 
the documentation. Also, it may be that some churches have higher reported numbers 
of human rights violations than others because more members of those churches are 
willing to risk reporting their experiences. 

Chapter 5:

READING THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES

[They included the] men of 
Issachar, who understood the 
times and knew what Israel 
should do—200 chiefs, with 
all their relatives under their 
command; I Chronicles 12:32
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 In a sense, this report is a kind of x-ray of the eccle-
sial experience, seen through the lens of particular 
churches and regions of the country. The information 
was gathered by persons trained in this work, sys-
tematized with specialized tools, and analyzed by a 
diverse group. The results are a faithful reflection of 
the lived experiences. 

Furthermore, the patterns shown in the report coinci-
de in many ways with those reported by other sour-
ces. Thus we can say with confidence that:

a) The experiences of the churches in regards to hu-
man rights are in many ways the same as those 
lived through by the general population. 

b) The experiences presented here are in many ways 
representative of the reality lived by certain sec-
tors of the population throughout the country. 

 We say “certain sectors” because, as the report 
reveals, the armed conflict does not affect all of 
the population equally. Instead, it affects–each in 
particular ways–the impoverished, those who re-
sist collaborating or complying with the demands 
of one or another armed group, those who would 
be potential witnesses to crimes, and leaders of 
communities and organizations that have a mes-
sage that runs counter to the ideology or military 
proposals of the armed actors and who, as a re-
sult, become military targets.

 Finally, it is worth noting that with time we con-
tinue to strengthen our methodological capacity. 
For example, in mid-2006 we began compiling, 
in a systematic manner, the gender and social 

sector of each victim and his or her family. This 
explains why some variables show a significant 
number of cases “without information” due to the 
addition of data fields not included earlier. 

• Life and dignity are fundamental rights. The pers-
pective of this report is one that views individuals 
and human community with the conviction that 
life and dignity are fundamental rights, and that 
no political or military goal can justify their viola-
tion. The report goes even further, to suggest that 
a life taken–whether it is by a weapon belonging 
to the Colombian Army or to one of the illegal 
groups–is equally an unjust death. In demanding 
respect for human rights, we make no differentia-
tion between the Colombian government, which 
has signed international conventions on human 
rights, and those illegal groups which are obliga-
ted to fulfill International Humanitarian Law.  All 
groups have the ethical and moral obligation to 
respect human dignity. 

 With this focus, the report does not take a milita-
ry or militarist interest–one that would center on 
victim counts to determine which armed group is 
“winning” or “losing,” or which group is more or 
less guilty of human rights violations. Whether it 
be one or many violations, he or she who com-
mits them is morally responsible. In the same 
way, the people, structures, and policies that co-
ver up the violations are equally responsible. It 
is therefore important to review the political and 
historical roots and institutions that have helped 
create these types of actions, as well as to inves-
tigate methods of changing them.
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Contextual considerations

The situations and violations reported here, and the 
preparing of the report itself, have unfolded within 
a broader context that is of great significance in the 
country’s history. Among other things, this contexts 
consist of 1) the demobilization process of the United 
Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC)–also known 
as the paramilitaries–and the political effects of the 
information that has come to light through that pro-
cess; 2) the proximity of the regional elections in Oc-
tober 2007; and 3) the initiatives toward a negotiated 
political solution to the conflict and the proposals for 
a Humanitarian Agreement between the government 
and the guerrillas.

• The demobilization process led to the disarming of 
more than 30,000 people presented by the AUC 
as combatants, and to the imprisonment of the 
majority of the group’s main commanders, within 
the parameters of the Justice and Peace Law. 
However, the dismantling of infrastructure and 
political, economic and military earnings of this 
group has been minimal, as have efforts toward 
reparations for the victims and the return of sto-
len properties. In other words, for the victims and 
threatened communities, the demobilization has 
not brought tranquility or protection of their li-
ves. 

 Significant situations have emerged from this 
process that affect both the population dis-
cussed in this report and the population of the 
country in general. One is the continuation of 
armed paramilitary action, be it by groups that 
never demobilized (for example, Vicente Casta-
ño and his group, or the armed actors who con-

tinue responding to the orders of incarcerated 
commanders), the demobilized who regroup or 
rearm themselves (for example, those known as 
the Black Eagles and those known as the Dea-
lers (Los Traquetos)), or the new groups that 
have emerged to fill the void left by those who 
have turned in their weapons. 

 It is estimated that there are now some 60 ar-
med groups carrying out paramilitary activities. 
This represents a constant threat for communi-
ties. In varied parts of the country these groups’ 
presence is felt, and once again the death-threat 
lists have begun to appear. For example, in the 
Montes de María (Mountains of Mary) region 
and the city of Sincelejo along the northern coa-
st, several of these lists have begun to produce 
their catastrophic effects. In San Juan Nepomu-
ceno, a number of displaced families have left 
rural communities and come to the county seat. 
On the other hand, there are documented cases 
of victims willing to testify against the comman-
ders who have become the targets of threats and 
murder, such as in the 2006 case of Yolanda 
Izquierdo. She was a leader among displaced 
peasants, working to reclaim lands that had 
been taken by the paramilitaries. 

 Another product of the hearings and judicial 
processes against the paramilitaries has been 
the revelation of paramilitary commanders’ ties 
with members of Congress, military officers, 
and other government officials. The Justice and 
Peace Law contains a provision that demobilized 
paramilitaries who fail to tell the whole truth will 
lose access to the ample benefits being offered. 
This has led to the discovery of deeds and situa-
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tions that the public had no knowledge of before. 
As noted by a victim, “the secret that everyone 
knows,” that government officials made common 
cause with the paramilitaries to carry out terrible 
acts of violence, has been thoroughly confirmed. 
So far the government officials involved include 
soldiers in the army, members of the police, go-
vernors, mayors, judges, and elected officials, 
both at the local and national levels. The colla-
boration has included written agreements see-
king to benefit the United Self-Defense Forces 
of Colombia–agreements to send public money 
to finance the paramilitaries’ machinery of death 
and destruction.

 The criminals’ confessions have also enabled 
the discovery of several mass graves, advanced 
investigations into the whereabouts of many dis-
placed people, and generated evidence allowing 
for criminal processes to be opened against other 
paramilitaries. 

 On the one hand, the collaboration in violence 
between the government and paramilitaries makes 
it easy to understand why in many cases–in this 
report and many others–victims report having not 
received a swift and positive response in defense 
of their rights from the government. Consequen-
tly, doubts about the government’s legitimacy 
have undermined the viability of democratic pro-
cesses.

 On the other hand, the accusations against politi-
cians and government functionaries for participa-
ting in paramilitarism have led the public debate 
to focus on these accusations, and the question 
of their veracity. This has taken attention away 

from the victims and led to proposals that would 
increase impunity, thereby contributing to the 
continuation of these same government policies 
and practices.

• Proximity to this October’s local elections. Local 
elections form the basis for national political 
power, and they also serve as a kind of barometer 
for the various political forces to gauge how much 
their precepts and policy positions have caught 
on in the realm of public opinion. The October 
elections may also serve as an indicator of the 
real consequences and political impacts of the 
truths which have emerged thanks to the Justice 
and Peace process.

 The administration needs candidates from the 
parties that make up its coalition to win. This 
would both justify the administration’s policies 
and strengthen its position. Political opponents 
of the administration–led by a democratic left 
that has become the second largest political 
force in the country–will also make a major 
effort, hoping that the October election results 
will clarify their chances of gaining power. For 
their part, paramilitaries, self-defense groups, 
and their allies and financial backers will be 
seeking to have their candidates win in the parts 
of the country where those groups have a strong 
presence.

 The paramilitaries have put forward the argument 
that society in general asked them to carry out all 
their criminal acts, in order to save the country 
from the guerrillas. Thus, the paramilitaries argue, 
they are political actors and have taken legitimate 
actions; they have a right to not be the targets of 
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legal or social penalties–or at least the penal or 
administrative penalties against them should be 
minimal.

 The overall effect of the electoral dynamics is 
to subject the population to enormous pressu-
res, and seductions, seeking their support. They 
also help perpetuate the idea that politics is a 
business, not an ethical exercise of governance 
based on civic participation. In this way, victimi-
zation can continue to be used as an electoral 
tool. And to whatever extent the elections keep 
in power people and policies–inside and outside 
the government–that have justified actions not in 
accord with the rule of law or the rights and se-
curity of victims (and the whole civilian popula-
tion), people will continue to be under threat and 
unprotected.

• The quest for approval by the U.S. Congress of the 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA). The period of time in 
which this report has been written corresponds 
with the time in which the Colombian govern-
ment has carried out intense lobbying efforts in 
the United States to secure approval by the U.S. 
Congress for the FTA. However, as the report 
makes clear, in this same period of time there 
have been revelations of government participa-
tion in violation of the human rights of civilians, 
including of church people, continued armed 
conflict and new public reports by victims, and 
paramilitary ties with Congress members and 
high government officials (revealed through the 

paramilitaries’ own testimony). Several mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress have questioned the 
Colombian government’s commitment to human 
rights, and this has been one of the main factors 
delaying approval of the trade agreement. 

• Initiatives seeking a negotiated political resolution of 
the conflict between the government and the gue-
rrillas, and proposals for a humanitarian exchan-
ge of prisoners. The Uribe administration and the 
National Liberation Army (ELN) are currently in-
volved in a process of negotiation. Contacts bet-
ween the government and the FARC have focused 
on the possibility of a humanitarian agreement 
allowing people kidnapped or otherwise detained 
by the guerrillas to be freed, in exchange for the 
freeing of FARC members held by the govern-
ment. Kidnapping is a clear example of the use of 
civilians for war-making purposes, with immense 
human and social costs.

 Advances towards a political solution in negotia-
tions with the ELN, or government efforts to reach 
a humanitarian agreement with the FARC, would 
be important steps forward for the conflict’s victi-
ms and important steps to constrain further abu-
se of the civilian population. At the same time, 
however, the political and military dimensions of 
how these situations are being addressed sug-
gest that that the rights and well-being of actual 
victims – and of the at-risk civilian population 
generally – continue to be seen as of secondary 
importance.
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A look at the numbers

For the period between January 1, 2006 and Dec-
ember 31, 2006, there were 68 cases documented, 
involving 223 victims and 289 individual acts of 
aggression. Fifty-two of the total number of 2006 
cases are published in this second edition of a “Pro-

phetic Call.” The remaining 16 cases that occurred 
in 2006 were published in the first edition.30 The 
present report documents an additional 11 cases, 
with 14 victims and 21 acts of aggression, from 
2004, and 8 cases with 23 victims and 48 acts of 
aggression from 2005. This quantitative analysis fo-
cuses on 2006. 

Geographic location of the 
cases documented. In 2006, 
cases were reported in 15 
different provinces, with the 
largest numbers occurring in 
Arauca (61), Valle del Cauca 
(46), Córdoba (39) and Norte 
de Santander (37) provinces. 

Demography of the 
victims. Among the victims 
whose occupation is known, 
campesinos (small-scale 
subsistence farmers) are the 
largest group. 47 campesinos 
were victimized. 
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BY SEX
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Death threats: the most common violation. The 
most frequently registered form of violation in 2006 
was death threats (147 victims). All the armed actors 
were reported to have issued death threats. The lar-
gest number came from the guerrillas (63) and the 
paramilitaries (45), and in some of these cases the 
threats were combined with extortion. Death threats 
from various government agencies were also repor-
ted: from the Army (8 victims), the Special Forces 
(GAULA, or Unified Action Group for Personal Liber-
ties) (2), the Police (4), and the Criminal Intelligence 
Unit (SIJIN) (6).

Homicides. Sixteen murders were reported. The armed 
group that, according to the reports, killed the most 
Protestant church people was the FARC (8 victims). 
They were followed by the paramilitaries (5), the Army 
(2) and the ELN (1 victim). 

The month with the largest number of homicides was 
December (four homicides in the month). The Army 
killed two people in Arauca and presented them as 
guerrillas.31 These “false positives” allow the Armed 
Forces to present results to the president, demons-
trating the military’s effectiveness and advancing the 
policy of Democratic Security. The tactic also allows 
them to avoid being accused of violating International 
Humanitarian Law.

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights of the United Nations discusses this matter 
in its 2006 report: “The right to life was affected by 
the persistence of murders, with characteristics of ex-
tra-judicial executions, attributed to members of the 
security forces, particularly the army. The Office no-
ted an increase in the number of complaints received 
compared to 2005. … In many of the cases reported, 
three common elements were identified: the presen-
tation of civilian victims as having died in combat, the 
alteration of the scene of the crime by its perpetrators, 
and the investigation of the facts by the military crimi-
nal justice system.” 32 

Forced displacement, attempted murders, torture, arbitra-
ry arrests, disappearances, injuries, and the use of hu-
man shields. One hundred and three victims of forced 
displacement were documented. Also documented 
were ten attempted murders, six cases of torture, two 
cases of arbitrary arrest, two disappearances, and one 
person wounded. The paramilitaries were reported to 
be the group responsible for the greatest number of 
displacements (68 victims), attempted murders (8), 
and cases of torture (3).

Of the two cases of arbitrary arrest, one was attributed 
to the Police and the other to paramilitaries. Also, the-
re was one person wounded and one case of a com-
munity being used for protection, or as a shield. 33

31 These cases are known as “false positives” because they represent a manipulation or alteration of evidence by the armed forces to hide 
their responsibility or demonstrate supposed results. Examples of this type of situation can be seen in the cases number 5, from August 15 
and number 9, from December 10. A similar case, from May 19, 2005, was reported in the first edition of this report. 

32 United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR). “Report on the human rights situation in Colombia during 2006, A/
HRC/4/48; p. 11. http://www.hchr.org.co/documentoseinformes/informes/altocomisionado/informes.php3?cod=10&cat=11.

33 The April 5, 2006 case published in the first edition involved the Police; case number 16, from November 6, 2006, involves the paramilitary. 
And in case number 28 from November 1, 2006 the civilian population was used as a shield.
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BY ALLEGED PERPETRATORS
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Looking at all cases, the most common alleged per-
petrators. According to cases documented in 
2006, the paramilitaries (131 acts of aggression) 
and guerrillas (126) were by far the groups res-
ponsible for the largest number of violations. All 
groups in the armed conflict are violating Inter-
national Humanitarian Law. Twenty-eight cases 
of aggression were attributed directly to regular 
government forces. However, given the level of 
collaboration between paramilitaries and gover-
nment Armed Forces reported not just by victims 
but by the paramilitaries themselves, government 
responsibility for the violations suffered by chur-
ches is likely much greater than what is sugges-
ted by this number of cases of direct violation.

SOURCE: CINEP. Preliminary information for 2006 from the Data Bank for Political Violence, Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law. Marzo 2007

34 CINEP. “Preliminary data for 2006, from the Database of Political Violence, Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law.” March 2007.
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DEVELOPMENT OF AGGRESSIVE ACTS
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The reasons for the discrepancy between these two 
sources’ numbers are not clear. However, it su-
ggests the question, does the church population 
have a unique experience, compared to the rest of 
the country? The reporting differences may also be 
explained by factors such as the geographic region 
surveyed, the data-collection methods employed, 

or other variables. There are several documentation 
programs currently underway seeking to define cri-
teria and methods for collection, classification, and 
interpretation of information, enabling greater inte-
gration and comparison among organizations gathe-
ring human rights data.

Distribution in time. When one 
looks at the most common acts 
of aggression against human 
dignity in 2006 and the way the-
se have affected the churches, 
there is a decrease in their fre-
quency towards the end of the 
year. This information contrasts 
with CINEP’s Database and the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights’s 2006 report.35 

Each of the latter reports covers 
the entire national context (al-
though the UNHCHR does not 
calculate numbers), and accor-
ding to them the level of victi-
mization remained consistent 
throughout the year. 

35 United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR). “Report on the human rights situation in Colombia during 2006, A/
HRC/4/48. http://www.hchr.org.co/documentoseinformes/informes/altocomisionado/informes.php3?cod=10&cat=11.
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The victims are civilians. This report shows that civi-
lians are victims; and that, despite being civilians, 
they are treated as active participants in the conflict 
by all the armed groups, legal and illegal. This de-
monstrates the “total warfare” nature of the armed 
conflict in Colombia today, and the subordination of 
social and political welfare by military strategies and 
goals. Regarding civilians, it can be observed that:

• They are forced to join military ranks, either by 
forced recruitment (Case 26, September 20, 
2006) or by the legal mechanism of “obligatory” 
military service. Victims and their family mem-
bers often say that they suffered attacks because 
they refused to join.

• They are forced to provide services to an armed 
group, and if they refuse they are the targets of 
attacks (Case #66, November 12, 2004).

• They are used as human shields.
• They are viewed as collaborators with the ene-

my. This is used as a justification for aggression 
against them. (Case 9, December 10, 2006.) 

• If they are family members of someone who has 
been declared a military target, they are threate-
ned and attacked because of their relationship 
with the target. Often they are pressured to colla-
borate and hand over the targeted person. 

• The armed groups infiltrate their churches, at-
tempting to subvert them, take advantage of them, 
and set the scene for attacking church members. 
This violates the space of a civilian organization, 
and the sacred space of worship.

 
The use and victimization of the civilian population 
is not an aberration in this war, but an expression of 
it. The military strategies of both the government and 
illegal armed groups translate into continued victi-

mization of the civilian population, including church 
people. A political, negotiated solution to the conflict 
is the alternative path that can interrupt this use and 
victimization of the civilian population.

The armed groups use their military power to silence 
potential witnesses, to obstruct political dissent and 
diversity, and to silence any community leadership 
that they see working against their military, political 
and ideological purposes. The protection of perpe-
trators by impunity through threatening and silencing 
witnesses serves a clear function of preventing the 
truth from seeing the light and preventing justice from 
being done. The silencing of autonomous leaders-
hip–whether of men and women of the churches or 
men and women of other social movements–has the 
effect of closing the doors on political participation, 
development of alternative proposals, and the demo-
cratic evolution of the country.

Assassinations with intentional cruelty. A noteworthy 
number of cases describe the extreme cruelty inflic-
ted on the victims. This suggests that such cruelty 
was used as a strategy, with the effect of creating 
terror and fear, of intimidation. These effects in turn 
contribute to silence, the absence of protest, reluc-
tance to make statements in public hearings about the 
paramilitaries, and forced collaboration with armed 
groups, among other things. To speak of a strategy 
is to note the structural responsibility for these acts. 
This strategy also shows the effect of violence on the 
aggressors themselves, training them to commit cri-
mes against the humanity of other persons, against 
human dignity, and against the values that form the 
basis of a democratic society respectful of human rig-
hts. At the same time, the strategic military aspect of 
striking fear in people limits the effect of the Armed 
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Forces’ human rights training programs, because the-
se strategic demands require conduct contradictory 
to the training they have received.

The continuation of paramilitary action. Surely no one in 
Colombia would argue that the government and the 
guerrillas are in a post-conflict situation. What this 
report makes clear, however, is that the agreement 
reached between the government and the AUC–and 
the subsequent AUC demobilization–have not ushe-
red in a post-conflict era with the paramilitary sector 
either. A comparison of human rights violations by 
the guerrillas and paramilitaries shows that they are 
roughly equal, and that the victimization of civilians 
continues.

As evidence that the paramilitary effort continues, one 
can also look to the statements made by demobilized 
paramilitaries.  Their declarations do not denounce 
their past crimes, the lack of reparations for victims, 
or the restricted and dangerous role for victims in the 
legal proceedings against the paramilitaries.  Nor do 
the statements refute the government’s posture of 
denying or minimizing its own role in the paramilita-
ries’ actions.  Because of these serious inadequacies, 
to speak of “reconciliation” is to run the risk of using 
that term–and the people who promote it–to legitimi-
ze a militarist and paramilitary strategy that is aimed 
at capturing economic and political power.

The concept of repentance is usually absent from the 
political and legal processes leading to peace agree-
ments and subsequent actions for peace. However, 
the different parties to the agreement–and the gover-
nment in particular–face the challenge of making sure 
that people and groups that have violated the laws 
in the past do not end up violating them again. One 

approach to this is to use strategies of dissuasion and 
prevention–such as jails, extradition, and an increase 
in the number of Armed Forces troops–to prevent new 
violations.

If the society does not have a well-established respect 
for human rights, the limitations of this approach are 
obvious. Also, the concentration of power involved in 
this approach makes those with extremely vulnerable 
to corruption. It is noteworthy that the current admi-
nistration, which has emphasized strengthening the 
state’s military power, has generated a great many 
cases of corruption, and also many cases of collu-
sion with paramilitaries and–to a lesser extent–with 
guerrillas. 

The important steps recently taken toward holding 
officials who have conspired with paramilitaries res-
ponsible for their acts before the justice system will 
fall short if there is not a clear recognition and rejec-
tion of the paramilitaries’ values and modes of action. 
They will also fall short if there are not clear steps 
taken towards compensation for victims, re-socializa-
tion of the perpetrators themselves into the society’s 
human values, and re-socialization of those who su-
pported the paramilitaries–and indeed, of the entire 
society. This is the only way that the society will be 
transformed, preventing repetition of such crimes. In 
Christian terms, this means repentance, conversion, 
forgiveness, and–based upon those–reconciliation.

The narratives present different ways in which the role 
and functions of government are exercised. On the one 
hand, one can see that illegal armed groups seek to 
exercise functions usually reserved for the govern-
ment: use of force, collection of money, recruitment 
into military service, and imposition of rules of acce-
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ptable behavior. Some testimonies attest to a positive 
response by the government, while others show go-
vernment agencies that fail to respond to the requests 
for protection and monitoring presented to them.

Violation of Freedom and Religion and International Hu-
manitarian Law. The fact that all these acts of aggres-
sion have taken place against leaders and members 
of churches–and in this case, of evangelical Christian 
churches–represents a clear violation of freedom of 
religion and of the basic principles of International 
Humanitarian Law. The Human Rights Observatory of 
the Vice President’s Office produced a report36 that 
further corroborates the level of non-protection and 
violation of the rights of organized communities of 
faith in Colombia.

It is important to describe, and denounce, human 
rights violations against individuals, institutions, 
churches, and the general population. However, this 
exercise will fall short if it does not also state the 
causes and roots of these violations, and the struc-
tures which sustain them. There are many elements 
to those roots, causes and structures: the attitudes 
and practices of individuals; public policies that in-
fluence commercial agreements; laws dealing with 
land ownership, natural resource management, la-
bor rights; the level of priority placed (or not) on 
education and health; civic engagement; freedom of 
expression; and the absence of impunity in judicial 
institutions, among others. All these contribute to–or 
lessen–the further victimization of the most poor and 
the most vulnerable.

36 The web page of Colombian Vice President’s Observatory on Human Rights, http://www.derechoshumanos.gov.co/index.php?newsecc
=observatorio 
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Chapter 7:

RECOMMENDATIONS

• The following recommendations from the first Prophetic Call, among other recom-
mendations, remain critical:

  The Colombian government and all armed groups must respect International 
Humanitarian Law and the human rights of the Colombian people–and of the 
churches, which fulfill a pastoral and humanitarian mission and proclaim peace 
through dialogue with the armed groups.

  The United States government must renounce its military approach to addressing 
Colombia’s humanitarian crisis and armed conflict. It must adopt public policies 
which promote a negotiated political solution to the conflict.

  The negotiations taking place between the Colombian government and the United 
Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC) must achieve a complete and verifiable 
demobilization and disarming of the paramilitaries. As a financial contributor to 
the demobilization process, the United States government must advocate for a 
real and final dismantling of the AUC.

  The peace dialogue between the Colombian government and the ELN must conti-
nue, and they must place primary emphasis on the needs and interests of the ci-

If you really change your ways 
and your actions and deal with 
each other justly, if you do not 
oppress the alien, the fatherless 
or the widow and do not shed 
innocent blood in this place, and 
if you do not follow other gods 
to your own harm, then I will let 
you live in this place, in the land I 
gave your forefathers for ever and 
ever. Jeremiah 7:5-7
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vilian population, in accord with International 
Humanitarian Law and human rights. With 
that goal, Christian and evangelical churches 
must be allowed to participate in a full and 
official manner in this dialogue.

  An energetic call on the FARC to heed Co-
lombians’ demand for a ceasefire, and for the 
real and final abandonment of all their crimi-
nal acts, must be maintained.

  The government must adopt–and ensure–a 
process for the defense and promotion of 
victims’ rights to truth, justice and reparatio-
ns, in accordance with international human 
rights law and International Humanitarian 
Law. The government must seek recognition 
of, and comprehensive reparations for, the 
harms endured by victims.

• Making human rights violations or advan-
ces visible. The documentation efforts carried 
out by government agencies, the United Natio-
ns Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, churches, and civil society organizations 
should be supported. The activities of Colombian 
and international organizations that carry out ad-
vocacy based on that documentation should also 
be protected and supported. Their documentation 
and information-sharing activities contribute to 
transparency, informed advocacy and lobbying, 
the development of appropriate public policies, 
and the promotion of legal processes that can put 
an end to impunity.

 It is also recommended that church bodies 
promote the sharing of information on human 
rights violations and achievements among 
their local congregations. This information 

should deal with both human rights violatio-
ns and achievements affecting the churches 
and violations and achievements affecting the 
whole populace. It is further recommended 
that churches engage in advocacy before their 
elected officials, seeking not only respect for 
the basic rights of church people and the ge-
neral population but also complete respect for 
freedom of religion. Finally, it is recommended 
that campaigns of prayer for the victims and 
victimizers, and for the transformation of the 
whole country, be carried out.

• Policies and activities for repentance, repa-
rations, re-socialization, forgiveness, and re-
conciliation. In the area of public policy, a whole 
new terrain must be opened. It can include:

a) Denouncements by public institutions of the 
actions and values responsible for corruption, 
violence and the violation of human rights;

b) Educational campaigns;
c) Implementation of and support for programs 

to give the victimizers access to work oppor-
tunities that will make a positive contribution 
to society and provide what they need to lead a 
dignified life; 

d) Programs offering reparations, dignified 
and sufficient work, and livelihood pro-
jects to the victims, including all displa-
ced people (and an un-politicized program, 
lasting at least 18 months and providing 
more comprehensive government support 
than is required for the programs serving 
the demobilized population); 

e) Judicial processes that are founded upon the 
truth, that lead to reparations and reconcilia-
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tion, and that allow for–and protect–real par-
ticipation by victims, with psychological and 
social support services to make it possible for 
victims and victims to confront one another.  
These supportive actions would include, 
among other things, easy access for victims 
and the general population to the paramilita-
ries’ hearings, and the publishing of all do-
cuments produced and agreements reached 
between politicians and paramilitaries.  

 With regard to churches, it is recommended that 
they become knowledgeable about the proposals 
and policies of the government, organizations, 
and the other parties to the conflict relating to 
resolving the armed conflict, guaranteeing vic-
tims’ rights, and bringing transformation to the 
victimizers, the conflict’s root causes, and hu-
man rights violations. In this manner, the chur-
ches may discern–in the light of their faith–the 
best way for them to make a positive contribution 
toward the transformation of the situation. It is re-
commended that they strengthen their efforts to 
bring about personal transformations leading to 
repentance, reparations, justice, forgiveness, and 
reconciliation.

• Witness protection, and the independence 
of government investigative and justice 
agencies. This work includes measures to pro-
tect against infiltration of government police, 
investigative, and judicial agencies by mem-
bers of illegal groups, and also measures to 
protect against the politicization of those agen-
cies. Furthermore, there must be training and 
strengthening of the government institutions at 
every level, taking into account the fact that lo-

cal office-holders like mayors and human rights 
ombudsmen are highly susceptible to pressure 
and offers from armed groups that violate human 
rights. And increased protection for witnesses is 
also needed.

 It is recommended that be given easier options 
for taking refuge in other countries. Currently, 
most countries have decided that Colombians 
seeking protection can request refuge if they are 
already outside Colombia. This prevents many 
people in danger from having access to the se-
curity they need, facing constant and ubiquitous 
threats, because they do not have enough money 
for a trip to another country to seek asylum or re-
fuge. If other countries were to approve requests 
for refuge submitted from Colombia, it would be 
a significant contribution to the security of the 
threatened civil population.

 With regard to churches, it is recommended that 
they form numerous local teams for attending to 
the needs of displaced and threatened people. 
These programs should offer spiritual, social and 
material support, and they should help identify 
security measures to be used and ways to make 
the victims’ denouncements known without put-
ting them at greater risk.

 It is recommended that the church associations 
offer accompaniment to those churches and pas-
tors in their denominations that are in high-risk 
regions or that have been threatened because of 
their witness and their proclamation and practice 
of the gospel. This accompaniment should inclu-
de visits, training, offering support for establis-
hing security measures, discernment of prudent 
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and preventive actions, and support in the event 
of a need for re-location. 

• A human rights protection criterion for 
bilateral or multilateral government aid. 
This step has proved useful for calling on the 
Colombian government to pay attention to 
respect for human rights. It is recommended 
that the United States government’s practice of 
overlooking Colombian government violations, 
in the name of supposed “national interest,” 
be avoided. This practice sends a message 
that human rights are secondary to economic 
and political interests, thus encouraging their 
further violation.

 We recommend the suspension of free 
trade negotiations between Canada and 
Colombia until further discussion is held 
within the parliament and Canadian popu-
lace regarding human rights, democratic 
process and the implications of the free 
trade agreement for development in Co-
lombia. Any Free Trade Agreement should 
be consistent with models that strengthen 
local economies. 

• Strengthen government institutions at every 
level, so that they may fulfill their constitu-
tional and legal roles. It is recommended that 
national and international programs to promote 
strong, transparent institutions be carried out. 
This would be done with the goal of having tho-
se institutions fulfill their roles, ensuring that 
government services reach all citizens and that 
para-state actions by illegal armed groups are 
prevented. 

• Generate economic, educational, and heal-
thcare opportunities for the most poor. It is 
recommended that the Free Trade Agreement, 
national development plans, and anti-drug pro-
grams be reviewed based on the criterion of 
whether they generate opportunities for a digni-
fied life for the poor majority. Such opportuni-
ties help prevent seduction by illegal practices 
and economies.

• Campaigns promoting respect for Inter-
national Humanitarian Law and freedom 
of religion. These national and international 
campaigns would be aimed both at government 
forces and the other armed groups. They would 
include an emphasis on not using anti-personnel 
mines. 

• Strategies and steps toward a peaceful, 
negotiated resolution of the armed conflict, 
and toward humanitarian accords. The mi-
litary path has not proved effective–not for this 
administration, nor previous ones, nor for the 
guerrillas. A political approach and the pursuit of 
humanitarian accords open the path to no longer 
using and victimizing civilians, and to peace. This 
strategy also requires the activation of agencies 
designed to achieve such ends, like the National 
Peace Council and the Regional Peace Councils. 
The current administration has–like other admi-
nistrations in the past–resisted convening these 
groups.

 Though the government has insisted on its 
monopoly of humanitarian efforts and of in-
teraction with illegal armed groups, there is 
evidence that churches can play a constructi-
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ve role in the work of establishing interactions 
with illegal armed groups to protect threatened 
individuals, request the cessation of practices 
that harm the civilian population, and explore 
negotiated solutions.

• “No” to forced recruitment. The Colombian 
government’s decision not to recruit minors was 
a very important step. It is recommended that the 
government also take steps to prevent any use 
whatsoever of minors for military purposes, and 
that measures be implemented to prevent illegal 
groups from using and recruiting minors. In addi-
tion, it is recommended that all forced recruit-
ment of adults also be ended.Alternative forms of 
service should be offered, contributing to holistic 
human development and a political resolution 
to the conflict–alternative forms of service that 
should not be tied to the military structure.

This concludes this report.

A word to our international community: Thank you for 
reading about our suffering and hope.  We now invite 
you to share these accounts and respond in your life 
and place, as you are able.  Join the cry, “Enough 
death!” in ways that give life and the work for trans-
formation alongside Colombian churches. How can 
you do this?

• Pray for the victims, the perpetrators and the pea-
cemakers. 

• Consider the recommendations above and speak 
truth to government officials.

• Participate in the Days of Prayer and Action, each 
spring

• Join the Bread and Peace (Pan y Paz) celebratio-
ns, each fall.

In these and other ways, you can nourish the seeds of 
peace already sown, in faith-filled courage and sacri-
fice, in the midst of violence.
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