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Introduction

The Commission for Restoration, Life, and Peace of the Colombian Evangelical Council (CEDECOL), a network 
of Protestant and Evangelical Christian churches, promotes peace and human rights from a perspective roo-

ted in the gospels. Justapaz, a Colombian Mennonite Church organization, is based on the historical tradition of 
living and promoting peace and nonviolence and carries out its mandate to defend life and human dignity. 

True to our missions, we continued human rights documentation activities in 2007; truth-telling is essential to 
peace building. Our joint Documentation and Advocacy Program documents violations of human rights and in-
ternational humanitarian law suffered by individuals, families, or communities of Protestant churches and church 
organizations. 

The on-going armed conflict in Colombia affects some parts of the country more severely than others. The most 
vulnerable population lives in the midst of death threats, forced recruitment, forced displacement, extrajudicial 
executions, and homicides. 

This reality continues to demonstrate that church members, communities, and organizations are victims of the 
armed conflict. In spite of this, many churches provide hope and opportunities for a dignified life through their 
faith based on nonviolence and the true peace found in Jesus’ teachings. This hope motivates and provides the 
strength to transform injustice into justice and violence into peace. 

“He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does 
the Lord require of you but to do justice, to love kind-
ness, and to walk humbly with your God?” MICAH 6:8
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Prophetic Call: Colombian Protestant Churches Document Their Suffering and Hope, Report No. 3 covers January 
1 to December 31, 2007. This third report provides a critical look at the Colombian sociopolitical situation and 
cases of human rights and international humanitarian law violations. The report also showcases local church and 
faith-based organization initiatives that offer alternatives to violence. Report No. 3 concludes with recommenda-
tions to the actors in Colombia’s armed conflict. 

This report presents 82 cases, which cover 324 violations against 231 victims. They include 26 homicides, 96 
forced displacements, and 172 death threats. It is important to note that this report is not a definitive compila-
tion of all cases. Victims are often afraid to report violations, as speaking out may put them at risk. Additionally, 
CEDECOL’s Restoration, Life, and Peace Commission does not yet have complete national coverage and thus the 
capacity to document the innumerable cases is limited. 

Despite these limitations, the collected information provides the following snapshot: the paramilitaries commit-
ted 133 violations; the guerillas committed 121, and the Armed Forces, 36. Thirty-three cases in this report were 
perpetrated by unknown aggressors

Victims in a context of continual armed conflict

Even as we processed documented human rights and international humanitarian law violations, victims suffered 
additional abuses. We often found that people were re-victimized and, in the great majority of cases, the Colom-
bian state provided little or no protection. 

The dynamic conflict continued to produce victims, even as the Colombian government claimed that human 
rights violations were decreasing1. The numbers and complexity of the human rights violations in Colombia show 
high levels of vulnerability among victims. Many regions experienced the resurgence and/or strengthening of 
“emerging” armed groups composed of rearmed paramilitary that harass the civilian population and defenders of 
 

1 Interview with Carlos Franco, director of the President’s Human Rights Office, on December 10, 2007. See at http://web.presidencia.gov.
co/sp/2007/diciembre/10/08102007.html
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peace and human rights. Serious threats against the lives of labor leaders, communities, and displaced people 
were common. Organizations that accompany victims were also threatened. 

The Public Security Forces continued to violate civilians’ rights, especially through extrajudicial executions. In 
order to show results to the national government, the Army has murdered civilians and then reported them as 
insurgents killed in combat. 

The illegal armed groups also continued their violent actions. The most publicized incident, which sparked 
international and domestic uproar, was the murder of 11 Representatives of Valle’s Provincial Assembly who 
had been kidnapped by the FARC in 2002. This act resulted in civilian protests against violence, especially 
kidnapping. 

The Colombian justice system continues to privilege perpetrators. For example, paramilitaries prosecuted within 
the Justice and Peace Law have given only partial, and frequently cynical, confessions and often justify their ac-
tions. Additionally, the 19,000 paramilitaries who did not submit to this law continue to be a cause for concern, 
as they are not currently being prosecuted. 

As long as these conditions continue, victims will remain deeply afraid to speak-out and the truth will not be 
known. Lies, fears and subterfuge prevent victims from obtaining justice, fully rebuilding their lives and partici-
pating in reconciliation processes. 

As documenters and members of the body of Christ, through the church and church organizations, we were not 
exempt from victimization. As mentioned in the previous report, on June 14, 2007, the Justapaz office in Bogotá 
was broken into and two computers with sensitive information related to documentation work were stolen. Up to 
the time this report went to press, the perpetrators of this robbery continue at-large due to the ineffectiveness of 
the Colombian judicial system and the lack of political will by the Colombian Government to carry out an inves-
tigation or punish those responsible. 

Despite this, both Justapaz and the CEDECOL Commission for Restoration, Life and Peace continue the docu-
mentation effort and practicing the art of creating nonviolent alternatives that move us towards a viable and 
sustainable peace. 
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Who We Are

This documentation project is a joint venture between Justapaz2 and the Commission for Restoration, Life and 
Peace (referred to by its Spanish acronym the CRVP) of the Colombian Evangelical Council.3 These organiza-

tions have two complementary goals: 

• To document and publicize the suffering that Colombia’s evangelical and Protestant churches have 
experienced as a result of the ongoing armed conflict. 

• To spotlight the life-giving responses of the churches as alternative paths in the midst of a violent 
context. These positive experiences provide signposts towards a non-military solution to the armed 
conflict. 

The global faith community plays an essential role in supporting these faith witnesses. We are grateful to the in-
ternational church-based agencies that support this ministry: Mennonite Central Committee; Christian Solidarity 
Worldwide; Diakonia-Swedish Ecumenical Action; Kairos Canada, and Church World Service. 

2 Justapaz is the Christian Center for Justice, Peace and Nonviolent Action, a ministry of the Colombian Mennonite Church. The work of this 
project is conducted by Justapaz’s Documentation for Advocacy team.

3 The Colombian Evangelical Council, or CEDECOL, is a federation representing approximately 70% of Colombia’s Evangelical Christian 
population.
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Executive Summary

This report outlines human rights and International Humanitarian Law violations against Protestant and Evan-
gelical individuals, families and communities as well as faith-based organizations between January 1 and 

December 31, 2007. During that period, 82 cases were documented with 324 violations against 231 civilian 
victims. These cases include 26 homicides, 96 forced displacements and 172 death threats. Churches reported 
an increase in violence in 2007—there were 14 more cases documented, including eight more victims and 35 
more violations compared with 2006.

In terms of the demographics of the victims, the majority were campesinos4 (16%) and indigenous (4.4%), 
young adults between 26 and 45 years of age (27%) and children between 0 and 15 years of age (24.5%). In the 
documented cases, 124 victims were female while 171 were male. Violations were documented against pastors 
as well. There were five cases of pastors assassinated and the continued arbitrary detention of a pastor that began 
in 2005.

Denominations reporting the most violations were Christ the Center (45 cases), Mennonite (41 cases) and Intera-
merican (21 cases). Provinces reporting the highest levels of violence were Huila (49 cases), Bogotá (48 cases), 
and Córdoba (36 cases). Nevertheless, under-reporting is common in regions of the country where churches are 
not able to focus sufficient resources on collecting information and documenting human rights violations in their 
communities.

4  Campesino is the Spanish term for a subsistence farmer or small-scale agriculturalist. See glossary for a more complete definition. 
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The paramilitaries continue to be responsible for more violations than any other armed actor. In 2007 a total of 
133 cases were attributed to the paramilitary, including nine homicides. In 2006, documenters reported 131 
violations attributed to the same group. 

The guerrillas were responsible for 121 violations in 2007. The guerrilla groups are allegedly responsible for three 
of the five assassinations of pastors.

In 2007 we witnessed an increase of cases in which the alleged perpetrator is unidentified. In 2006, there were 
15 such cases while in 2007 there were 33. Similarly, the number of cases in which the victim(s) asked for their 
name(s) to be changed due to fear of reprisals for sharing testimony increased from 47 to 85. Pseudonyms are 
indicated through an asterisk (*).

During 2007, the demobilization process of paramilitary groups, consolidated in the United Self-Defense Forces 
of Colombia (AUC), continued to demonstrate structural flaws. There was on-going evidence of only a partial dis-
arming and continued criminal acts. The persistence of military, political and economic control by paramilitaries 
is not only seen in the cases of human rights violations documented in this report, but also in the “parapolitics” 
investigation of politicians connected to these groups.

According to the Colombian non-governmental organization Development and Peace Studies Institute (INDEPAZ), 
39 members of Congress were under investigation while 29 were held due to allegations of collaboration with 
paramilitary groups. Public Security Forces were reportedly responsible for 36 cases of human rights violations, 
including extrajudicial executions, arbitrary detentions and false positives.

The Justice and Peace law continues to deny victims their right to truth, justice and reparations. The confessions 
of victimizers have been incomplete and, in many cases, they have shown no repentance for the crimes commit-
ted. During 2007, several cases were reported in which paramilitaries used death threats and violence to ensure 
crimes against humanity committed years ago were not reported to the Attorney General’s Office.

Although armed actors remained active and continued to carry out violence, in some cases at a higher rate in 
2007, churches throughout the country continue to accompany and support people in their communities. Of 
note is the continually growing understanding of peace developed through churches’ community work. These are 
seeds of hope and peace being sown in Colombia.
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The Restoration Church, House of Prayer Church, Bethesda Church, World Missionary Movement Church and 
AMIP Missionary Association Church in Cabuyaro, Meta confront poverty and humanitarian crisis resulting from 
forced displacement. On August 15, 2007, these churches began a “holistic farm” project that benefits approxi-
mately 60 people. With a similar vision in mind, the Pentecostal Missions Churches’ Association work on three 
gardens and vegetable nurseries to support the community of Tame, Arauca.

Community church work is an example to others, such as the restorative justice program of the Colombian Prison 
Fellowship in the Bellavista prison in Copacabana, near Medellín. Their work focuses on 350 prisoners, their 
families and former inmates as well as victims and their families attempting to restore victims’ rights to truth, 
justice and reparations.
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Chapter 1. Contextual Framework
Beholding the strength of the wall

These continue to be difficult times for our churches and our people. An indication of this are the increased 
reports of violence against pastors reported by churches in 2007 compared with 2006. Through the year 

we documented the assassination of five pastors and the continued arbitrary detention of another pastor, jailed 
since 2005.

This is a period of violent storms and turbulent waters in which only the largest boats can stay their course. Pro-
testant and Evangelical churches strive to locate the glimmer of Jesus’ lighthouse and not run aground. During this 
great storm, characterized by multiple forms of violence, war takes charge and demands our attention.

The common people, the victims and vulnerable populations, appear confused, yet dedicated to their survival. 
It is as though people trade bread and democracy for security and, faced with the mirage of defeating an ene-
my—who most only see on television—many blindly bind themselves to a bold leader who promises victory in 
the war and a solution to every problem.

Adjustments to local, regional and national power took place during 2007. President Álvaro Uribe reaffirmed his 
leadership through reelection and, through a dictatorship of the majority, advanced alone in imposing his “Demo-
cratic Security” policies through the barrel of a gun.

Because, in truth, because they have misled my people, 
saying, ‘Peace’, when there is no peace; and because, when 
the people build a wall, these prophets smear whitewash on 
it. Say to those who smear whitewash on it that it shall fall. 
There will be a deluge of rain, great hailstones will fall, and 
a stormy wind will break out. (Ezekiel 13: 10-11 NRSV)
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The paramilitary groups’—joined together in the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC)—demobiliza-
tion process continued on its erratic path. The political and economic apparatus sustaining these armed groups 
has not been dismantled. The assassination of Óscar Alberto Henao’s brother (Case 1) demonstrates ongoing 
paramilitary control. Because of his role as a community leader, he was tortured and assassinated and his father 
received a death threat. Since that time his family has been displaced. His community attributes these violations 
to local paramilitaries.

The paramilitary demobilization has been partial. Fighters turned over only a portion of their weapons and evi-
dence suggests that many of the demobilized were actually adolescents grabbed off the streets to participate in 
the demobilization or merely low-level, often novice, fighters. In the demobilization process the former com-
manders and their mid-level henchmen have been the protagonists. They have considerable resources and the 
Colombian press has given them preferential coverage.

The Justice and Peace law still has not been fully implemented. As the result of the demobilization process 
between the Colombian government and the paramilitaries, the law has been weakened by the process´ own 
ambiguity and behind the scenes negotiations that have yet to be made public. 5

5 With respect to the implementation of the Justice and Peace law, “many of the victims who have not received reparations in the judicial 
proceedings under Law 975/2005 perceive the efforts described here as a form of ‘revictimization’ that offends their personal dignity and 
sense of justice.”

 “Some of the victims and some human rights defenders have pointed out that the information revealed by the demobilized paramilitaries 
is often neither complete nor truthful. It is evident, too, that the statements made by the majority of these paramilitaries often attempt to 
justify – and even openly claim credit for – the acts committed by their organizations. This leads to real risks to the lives and safety of 
those victims who participate in proceedings. At the same time, the flow of information that has come to light as a result of these depo-
sitions has exposed the enormous dimensions of paramilitary criminal activity, and the unspeakable details of events hitherto unknown 
to the authorities – let alone the public. These new disclosures generate legitimate concern about the group of approximately 19,000 
demobilized paramilitaries who have not submitted to Law 975/2005 and have no formal investigation open against them.”

 2007 Annual Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and Reports of the Office of the High Commissioner and 
of the Secretary-General. http://www.hchr.org.co/documentoseinformes/informes/altocomisionado/2007/Report%20High%20Commissi
oner%20English%20ADVANCE%20EDITION.htm 
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At the same time, the National Reparations and Reconciliation Commission (CNRR), born out of the Justice and 
Peace law, has not completed the task required of it; it is also weakened by the challenges and insecurities of the 
demobilization process and its hidden negotiations. 

Victims tirelessly wait for paramilitary commanders to speak the truth and disclose the locations of their loved 
ones’ bodies so they can be given a dignified burial. They also wait for the Colombian government to announce 
how reparations for victims will be provided and guarantees of non-repetition of crimes and pain met. 

Prosecutions of public servants—including members of the Executive branch and Congress—continue to grow to 
such a degree that these institutions teeter on the brink of illegitimacy. Those facing charges have been accused of 
using government entities for illicit enrichment or fraudulent elections and using paramilitaries to kill campesinos 
and drive them off their lands. According to INDEPAZ, as of the writing of this report there were 39 members of the 
Colombian Congress under investigation and 29 in jail due to allegations of collaboration with paramilitary groups. 

Peace processes with the ELN and FARC guerillas continue to be viewed through the lens of “Democratic Securi-
ty”—the Colombian Government’s flagship program. This view maintains that it is possible to drive guerrillas to 
the negotiating table or destroy them by force. Therefore, neither peace talks nor a humanitarian agreement that 
provides for the return of kidnapped victims to their homes are sought at this time.

Meanwhile, the guerrillas refuse to give ground and maintain their belief that social change comes only through 
force. They insist that guerrillas will only sit down at the negotiating table to discuss a humanitarian agreement 
if the government provides a demilitarized zone. Many Colombians believe that the guerrillas’ long-standing call 
for social change has lost its legitimacy and civilians continue to be the conflict’s biggest victims.

We have a monologue of warriors in which only cannons and death threats are heard while the screams of victims 
are silenced. During 2007 violence and threats affected neighboring countries who feel the effects of the Colom-
bian internal conflict in their own countries.

The Colombian government, the political parties that back it, favored economic conglomerates and multinational 
corporations are satisfied as the country’s economy grows. A sense of triumph developed as a major military pre-
sence keeps commerce flowing, the majority of the AUC commanders have demobilized and military operations 
by the Army have driven back the guerillas.
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The mass media, owned by the same economic conglomerates who have been favored by the armed conflict and 
who prop up the government, direct a media hypnosis campaign. They have convinced a large part of the starving 
population—people with little education and critical thinking skills—that all is well.

The media campaign in Colombia is impressive. In a May 2007 poll conducted by Semana, a weekly news 
magazine, respondents indicated that the biggest problems facing them are social issues (92%), violence (76%), 
unemployment (63%), corruption (32%) and the economy (22%). Forty-seven percent of respondents indicate 
that the guerrillas are responsible for these problems, while 23% indicate that the government is at fault and 
5% blame the paramilitaries. According to the survey, 83% believe that the truth about the relationship between 
politicians and paramilitaries came to light thanks to the media rather than the judicial system or the confessions 
of paramilitary commanders.

The Colombian government and the mass media regularly tell people that all is well, that the guerrilla is to 
blame for all evils and that once they are destroyed everything will be better. They assure the population that the 
President, with a reported 75% approval rating, will destroy the guerrilla. Therefore, the proposal for a second 
re-election of the President remains on the table.

With these statistics and the control of the information flow, a wall – whitewashed with lies– is built. Peace is the 
fruit of justice and injustice will bring down this wall of deception.

The documentation provided in this report confirms that all is not well. With 82 cases that outline 324 attacks 
against 231 victims, including 26 homicides, 96 forced displacements and 172 death threats, we cannot say that 
there is peace.

These are not definitive statistics. They are simply the indicators that our limited teams could document. This 
small sampling, like a drop of water, reflects the environment around it.

Despite their demobilization, the highest number of violations was attributed to paramilitaries, with 133 acts of 
aggression. While the majority of these groups are splintered, they continue to perpetrate high-levels of violence. 
In fact, victims attributed a higher number of violations to the paramilitary in 2007 than in 2006 (131 in 2006). 
According to the information reported, a large part of the splintered paramilitary structure is active in drug traf-
ficking, while a significant number continue counter-insurgent activity.
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According to our documentation, collaboration between the paramilitary organizations and some members of the 
Public Security Forces continues. Such collaboration—in this case between the police and an alleged paramili-
tary leader—was evidenced on February 17, 2007 in Tierralta, Córdoba (Case 61), site of the peace talks between 
the government and the paramilitaries. Meanwhile, reports of violations where the perpetrators were not identified 
increased (from 15 in 2006 to 33 in 2007).

The information collected suggests a correlation between the evolution of paramilitarism, manifest in new struc-
tures, and increased fear of filing complaints against these armed groups. We documented cases of paramilitary 
death threats designed to keep victims from filing claims against them to Justice and Peace prosecutors for 
crimes against humanity committed years ago.

As an example of the risk to victims participating in the Justice and Peace process, Antonio Benítez*, a dis-
placed leader who promoted victims’ participation in the Justice and Peace process, was assassinated (Case 
2). Similarly, on February 1, the Zambrano* family was attacked and threatened by paramilitaries in order to 
keep the family from filing a case with the municipal ombudsman or any official working on the Justice and 
Peace process, thus maintaining impunity for assassinations committed in 2000 (Case 36). Also, on March 1, 
Mariana Sanabria de Ramirez* was threatened in order to keep her from filing her case with Justice and Peace 
law officials (Case 63). 6

Meanwhile, this impunity allows for continued intimidation:

• On December 5, Patricia* was held for five months and, upon her release, was prohibited from 
leaving her house (Case 33).

6 On this issue, the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights indicates that: “There are important challenges in relation to the 
need to guarantee the participation of the victims in these processes.” 2007 Annual Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and Reports of the Office of the High Commissioner and of the Secretary-General. http://www.hchr.org.co/documentosein-
formes/informes/altocomisionado/2007/Report%20High%20Commissioner%20English%20ADVANCE%20EDITION.htm
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• On September 30, Juan Martinez Yáñez was assassinated for witnessing a paramilitary camp, 
concretely a drug laboratory and weapons workshop (Case 19).

• On October 7, alleged paramilitaries assassinated Ezequiel Vidal, a former paramilitary and Chris-
tian convert who worked as a motorcycle taxi driver. He had refused to re-join a local paramilitary 
group (Case 21).

Intimidation of individuals, combined with the lack of effective control by the government allowed for criminal 
activity:

• On February 1 in Casanare, Yina’s* husband was assassinated and her family was displaced by 
paramilitaries who tried to steal the family’s land (Case 3).

• On March 6 in Tierralta, Vicente Peña and Martha Feria were robbed and then assassinated by 
paramilitaries (Case 5).

• On August 5 in Bogotá, Freddy Ortiz Álvarez was assassinated (Case 17). He had witnessed his 
brother-in-law’s homicide on August 4, 1996 in Ocaña, Santander.

• On September 30, in Tierralta, Córdoba, Juan Martínez was assassinated for reporting the site of a 
paramilitary camp to the police (Case 19).

• Justapaz’s office was broken into and the computer housing information on the documentation and 
human rights awareness program was stolen (Case 68). 

Guerrilla groups were responsible for 121 violations in 2007. We documented 11 homicides attributed to the 
guerrillas. Of the five pastors assassinated, three were attributed to this armed group (in the other two cases the 
survivors did not identify the perpetrators). Guerrillas were listed as reportedly responsible for the following cases 
in 2007:

• On May 4, 2007 in Ibagué, Tolima, Pedro Ríos* was assassinated for not making an extortion pay-
ment to the FARC (Case 8).
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• On May 8, in Tierralta, Córdoba, Udiel Mendoza Agumeda was assassinated by the FARC, who 
accused him of being an informant (Case 9).

• On June 10, in Remedios, Antioquia two missionaries were assassinated because they were unaware 
of the FARC’s order not to leave the municipality and were in an area considered an “informant 
zone” (Case 11).

• On June 15 in Chaparral, Tolima, David Diaz* and Blanca Torres* were assassinated because they 
did not want to provide guerrillas information on Army operations in the area (Case 12).

• On June 18, the ELN assassinated Pastor Abimael N. for holding worship in an area dominated by 
the FARC (Case 13).

• On July 5, in Colombia, Huila, Pastors Humberto Méndez and Joel Cruz García were assassinated 
by guerrillas who alleged they were informants. Days earlier the Army had arrived to the area, su-
rrounded the church and set up a camp in the municipal capital (Cases 15 and 16).

• On November 30 Mauricio Alcalá* was assassinated by guerrillas who alleged he was an informant 
(Case 22)

Public Security Forces, with 36 cases attributed to them, continue violating citizens’ rights. The number of ex-
trajudicial executions attributed to this group is deeply concerning. We document two such cases – both false 
positives. For example, Andrés Vergara* was assassinated in Caquetá on June 29 and the Army’s 12th Brigade 
reported to the press that he was killed as a member of the FARC’s 42nd Front (Case 14). Similarly, on October 
1, José Ulises Martínez was reported as a guerrilla killed in combat near Sogamoso, Boyacá. His family was told 
that the case was being handled by a judge in the military justice system (Case 20). The term “false positive” 
refers to this type of extrajudicial execution, often perpetrated to provide false evidence suggesting progress in 
the counter-insurgency war. 

In this report, we include two illustrative testimonies related to Andrés Vergara’s* case (Case 14). Andrés was a 
young leader traveling with a large sum of his community’s money when he was assassinated. The community’s 
money disappeared. The Army then publicly reported that he was a guerrilla killed in combat. A community 
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member reports that, “these cases happen often with the Armed Forces, as part of the policy they call Demo-
cratic Security. Several community leaders in the area have been assassinated, with claims made that they were 
members or informants of the FARC.”

A career soldier in the Army stated that, “this happens regularly in Caquetá because high-ranking military officers 
say, ‘we have to provide results to the government any way we can.’ We often do such things to provide results 
– whether or not they are lies. Many times people are dressed up in a uniform with boots and they are given an 
unloaded but recently fired rifle and forced to run away, as if fleeing, before being assassinated. Often they are 
urban guerrillas who have been caught thanks to military intelligence, but it is common practice not to turn them 
in alive because they will likely be freed and this is dishonorable for the Armed Forces.”

We also documented an increase in arbitrary detentions, which increased from two in 2006 to eight in 2007. What 
follows are some of the cases documented:

• On May 15 in Colosó, Sucre, Mario Castro Díaz was arbitrarily detained on charges of rebellion. 
He had been unjustly imprisoned since 2004 and briefly freed before being sent back to jail 
(Case 39).

• On April 10, Antonio Contreras and four members of his family were detained without a warrant for 
allegedly being guerrilla informants or accomplices. During his detention, Antonio was tortured 
(Case 27).

• On February 17, near San José de Apartadó, Adrián Alonso Valderrama was detained without an 
arrest warrant, tortured and later freed (Case 28). 

• On June 1 we documented Aurelio Ramos Jaramillo’s case. Since 2005 he has been arbitrarily and 
unjustly detained, having been falsely tied to the drug trafficking activities of paramilitaries (Case 42).

We documented more violations of the right to freedom by government entities than those of guerrilla groups, 
with three documented kidnappings.
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Freedom and justice are in serious danger if a country’s government offers detentions, destruction and death. In 
mid-2008, the Colombian government extradited demobilized paramilitary leaders to the United States prior to 
full disclosure of their ties with government and economic elite. This is an indication of the inability or lack of 
political will to administer justice. 

According to an African proverb, during a storm “when a trees branches are ripped clean, the roots embrace.” In 
Colombia individuals and churches are joining forces to produce seeds of hope that strengthen their roots and 
embody the Kingdom of God.

The seeds of hope that we documented in previous reports continue their good works in the midst of on-going 
attacks. We celebrate the continuation of their prophetic ministries of transformation, healing and justice, despite 
the oppressive environment in which they work.
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—“They had been threatening my husband for 
some time. One day my son went out into the street, 
I felt afraid because I heard rumors that the paramili-
taries were in the village. A few hours later the neigh-
bors came to tell me my son had been thrown into 
the ‘para’s’ truck and later they heard shots. That’s 
how it happened. They tortured him and afterwards 
they killed him.”

CASe 2
HOMICIDE

CASeS FRoM 2007

CASe 1 
HOMICIDE 7

TORTURE
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Alba Lucía Orozco, Óscar Henao 
Arbeláez,sr Alberto Henao, Eliana Henao, 
Martín David Henao, José Eduardo Gaviria 
and Juan David Henao, of the Christian 
Church
Date: January 1, 2007
Location: Manizales, Caldas 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Alba Lucia, age 60, is married and a mother. She 
and her family were displaced due to death threats 
directed towards her husband and after presumed 
paramilitary from the Pipinta of Caldas Block killed 
her son. Father and son were community leaders. As 
Alba reports:

7 See glossary for a list of violation categories and related terms.

Victim: Antonio Benítez*
Date: January 28, 2007
Location: Cotorra, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Antonio*, age 42, was married and the father of six 
children; he made his living farming corn and cotton 
and fish. He also led an organization of displaced 
people. In 1990, Antonio demobilized from the Ejér-
cito Popular de Liberación (People’s Liberation Army, 
guerrilla group), and, according to those who knew 
him, he believed in the Justice and Peace process. 

Chapter 2. Violations
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On Sunday, January 28, 2007, Antonio was in Mo-
ralito visiting some displaced families from Alto Sinú 
and encouraging them to appeal to the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office in Córdoba. He insisted that they seek 
reparations through the Justice and Peace process 
and report the facts surrounding their displacement. 

Antonio* was on his way to Cotorra when he was 
killed around 2:30 am. Two shots hit him in the left 
ear, one in the left cheek and another below the left 
armpit. His body was found the next day on the San 
Pablo farm, near Moralito. None of the farmers in the 
area acknowledged seeing or hearing anything. 

According to those who knew him, Antonio* aban-
doned all guerilla involvement and gave up armed 
struggle. Later he become a representative and 
spokesperson for a committee of victims of displace-
ment and paramilitary violence throughout Córdoba. 
Antonio* is survived by his wife and his six children. 

CASe 3
HOMICIDE
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Yina*, Ernestina*, Marina*, 
Felipe*, Carlos* and Simón*, of the Global 
Missionary Movement Church
Date: February 1, 2007
Location: Casanare
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Yina*, a 60-year-old mother, was forced to displace 
along with her family after the AUC allegedly killed 
her husband. According to the victim:

—“The paramilitaries asked for the ‘vaccine’ 
[protection payment] from my husband, for the 700 
hectares of land we had, for our cattle and crops. 
They told him he should sell his goods, and he 
refused. It was then that the persecution and the 
threats began. The Attorney General’s office had us 
in the protection program, but my husband decided 
to sell the properties and put an ad in the news-
paper. A few days later he went to Bogotá with my 
son, where he had an appointment to be paid for the 
sale. When he arrived he was shot and killed. My 
son saw everything and, because of that, we had to 
leave displaced and leave everything in the hands 
of the AUC.” 

CASe 4
HOMICIDE
THREATS
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Rosalino González, his wife and 
two sons; José Rosalino González, Wilmar 
González Hurtado, Óscar González and 
Olimpo González
Date: February 27, 2007
Location: Bolívar, Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified
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CASe 5
HOMICIDE
THREATS
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE 

Rosalino, 27-years-old, was a campesino farmer; he 
and his wife had two sons, ages three and five. He 
was a member of a local evangelical church and an 
Afro-Colombian community council. Three hooded 
individuals arrived at his farm and, after a short con-
versation, shot him several times in front of his wife 
and son. The murderers’ identity is unknown, but Ro-
salino’s participation in the Familias Guardabosques8 
(hereafter “Forest Ranger”) government program, 
which seeks to reduce illicit crop growth, is assumed 
to be the cause of this attack. 

There were no known threats against him, besides 
rumors from untrustworthy sources, that leaders in 
the Forest Ranger program would be executed. Due 
to the murder, Rosalino’s wife, children, father and 
three brothers were forcibly displaced. 

This area of Bolívar is characterized by the presence 
of illegal armed actors, including the FARC and para-
militaries. Since the 1990s, there have been many 
violent attacks like this one. 

8 The Familias Guardabosques program pays families in 
coca-producing areas to not plant coca protect the forest 
from new planting.

Victims: Vicente Peña and Marta Feria, 
of the Upper Room Church
Date: March 6, 2007
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Vicente, 73, and Marta, 64, were a married couple 
who farmed and raised cattle in the village of Man-
antiales. Three armed men arrived at their home and 
demanded the money they had received from the 
sale of cows the day before. After Vicente gave them 
the money, they shot him and his wife . A child wit-
ness managed to escape. 

Approximately 40 minutes later the same armed-men 
returned to the house where they had committed the 
double murder and stole Vicente’s motorcycle. They 
later abandoned it elsewhere. 

CASe 6
HOMICIDE
THREAT
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE

Victims: David Flórez Andrade and son
Date: March 26, 2007
Location: Saravena, Arauca 
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Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

David, married with four children, provided canoe 
transportation on a river. He was on his way home 
from church with his 15 year old son when his 
killers called to him from the side of the road and 
asked if, “he didn’t know worship was prohibited.” 
They ordered David to take them out in the canoe, 
where they shot him. They subsequently threatened 
David’s son and told him not to tell what had hap-
pened. He fled. 

David’s wife and two sons continued working on the 
river with their canoe. However, in May 2007, the 
same men that murdered David returned to the scene 
of the crime to steal the family’s canoe, leaving them 
without work or income. 

CASe 7
HOMICIDE
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE

Victims: Yasmín Hurtado*, of the Christian 
Crusade Church
Date: May 1, 2007
Location: Buenaventura, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

It is believed that the landmine was placed by the 
FARC. The rumor in the community is that it was 
placed by one of Yasmin’s brothers, a local guerrilla 
leader.

CASe 8
HOMICIDE

Victims: Pedro Ríos*, of the Mennonite 
Church
Date: May 4, 2007
Location: Ibagué, Tolima 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Yasmín*, age 38, was married and a mother. On 
May 1, she was on her way to church when a dog 
stepped on and detonated a landmine that killed her 
instantly. 

Pedro* was a 46-year-old campesino farmer. He al-
legedly received death threats from the Tulio Varón 
Front of the FARC, who were demanding that he give 
them eight million pesos. 

Instead of paying, Pedro* and his wife left their farm 
in Romelia*, managing to sell some of their cattle 
before moving to the city of Ibagué. However, through 
a neighbor near their farm, the armed group found 
out where they were. In Ibagué they pressured Pedro* 
and his wife again, demanding that they sell the farm 
and give them eight million pesos. They gave them a 
week to pay and, after the week passed, several men 
slit his throat with a knife. 
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CASe 9
HOMICIDE

threats made by his killers. Udiel’s family remains 
unprotected and with many financial difficulties. 
Some suffer health problems and the children have 
dropped out of school. 

For 10 years, Tierralta was controlled by paramili-
taries until the AUC disarmament. During the last 
year, the FARC has tried to retake control of the area 
and have killed people in several communities and 
forcibly displaced a member of the Charuas Panfilia 
church. 

CASe 10
HOMICIDE
THREAT
RECRUITMENT OF MINORS AND 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Udiel Mendoza Argumedo, 
of the Association of Evangelical 
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: May 8, 2007
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Udiel, age 38, was married and father to three chil-
dren and a member of the Panfilia Church of the 
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Carib-
bean. He worked as a farmer and, in some seasons, 
a street vendor. 

On May 7, Udiel was selling cheese with his son 
when men in camouflage, carrying large guns and 
wearing FARC insignia, stopped him and took him 
away. The child returned home alone believing that 
his father was going to “castrate some mules.”

Community members affirm that Udiel was killed in 
a stream in the village of Cascajal. The killers bur-
ied him and threatened the community so that they 
would not look for his body. According to rumors, 
the guerrilla members killed Udiel because they sus-
pected he was an informant.

On Saturday, May 12, a group of Udiel’s family and 
some church members tried to search for him, but 
the inhabitants of La Bonita warned them about the 

Victims: Débora Serna Gómez,  
Oswaldo Grisales Serna, Lorena Grisales, 
Elkin Alexis Grisales, Dayron Arley Grisales 
and Francisco Samuel Grisales,  
of the Foursquare Church
Date: June 1, 2007
Location: El Carmen, Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Débora, age 48, is married and the mother of five 
children. She had been threatened by alleged mem-
bers of the AUC pressuring her to give them her chil-
dren. When she refused, she was forcibly displaced. 
As the victim stated:
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—“They told me to hand over my children and I 
said no. Since I wouldn’t agree to give them the chil-
dren they told me I was a guerrilla. Then at about 
10 p.m. at night people told me I better run away 
because the paras were coming to my house for my 
children.”

Despite this, one of Debora’s sons was recruited by 
the AUC and died in a clash with the Army. 

CASe 11
HOMICIDE
THREAT

Victims: Missionaries Francisco N. and 
Mariela N., of the Assemblies of God Church
Date: June 10, 2007
Location: Remedios, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

CASe 12
HOMICIDE

Victims: David Díaz* and Blanca Torres*,  
of the Pentecostal Church
Date: June 15, 2007
Location: Chaparral, Tolima 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Victims: Pastor Abimael N., Celina 
Mosquera, and their three children
Date: June 18, 2007
Location: Saravena, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: ELN

Francisco and Mariela were a missionary couple with 
the Assemblies of God Church, in the municipality of 
Bello, Antioquia. While they were doing missionary 
work in one of the local villages, presumed FARC 
members killed them. 

They were not aware of the June 9 FARC communi-
qué which prohibited travel to rural areas of the mu-
nicipality. Community members report that the gue-
rilla believe town people to be Army and paramilitary 
informants and therefore responsible for guerrilla 
deaths and weapon loss. 

David* and Blanca*, both 36-year-old campesinos, 
were married with six children. Soldiers armed with 
rifles and dressed in military uniforms, alleged to be 
from the 25th Front of the FARC, entered the couple’s 
home and killed them in front of their children af-
ter accusing them of being “guilty” of not informing 
them that the Army had entered the area.

Chaparral, Tolima is characterized by frequent clash-
es between the Army and the guerrilla. 

CASe 13
HOMICIDE
DISPLACEMENT

Abimael was a pastor and married with three children. 
Alleged ELN guerrillas murdered him for conducting 
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worship services in guerrilla territory. They waited 
for him outside a Sunday service and shot him nine 
times in front of about fifty people, including his wife 
and three children. 

Last July 28, 2007, Abimael’s wife was forced to dis-
place with their children after their son Samuel said 
that he had seen his father’s killers. 

CASe 14
HOMICIDE

Victims: Andrés Vergara*, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: June 29, 2007
Location: San José del Fragua, Caquetá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

marked grave, requiring his family to go through a 
bureaucratic process to reclaim his body. 

According to his wife, Andrés*’ documents have not 
been recovered and neither have the eight million 
pesos from the sale of the cattle or the money from 
the municipality that he was carrying the day he was 
killed. As a community member states:

—“These cases are repeated by the armed forces, 
within what they call ‘democratic security.’ Several 
campesino leaders in the area have been murdered 
based on the argument that they are informing mem-
bers of the FARC, who operate in the area, under the 
alias ‘Norbey.’”

Likewise, a professional soldier who is a friend of 
Andres’s* family admitted:

—“These things happen a lot in Caquetá, because 
there are orders from the high military command that 
you have to show results to the central government. 
A lot of times things like that have to be done to show 
results, it doesn’t matter if they are lies. Many times 
before they kill the person they dress them in a uni-
form and boots and hand them an unloaded gun that 
was recently fired. And then they make them run so 
that they are supposedly killed while fleeing. In some 
cases, they are militants and there is military intelli-
gence on them, but even then the order is not to turn 
them in alive because sometimes they get free and 
that is a dishonor for the military.”

Andrés*, age 39, was a campesino farmer and trea-
surer of his Community Council. He was married and 
had six children. On June 29, at 5 p.m., when he was 
returning from selling cattle and picking up public 
funds for a school in his community, a group of sol-
diers approached and killed him. 

The Armed Forces reported that the victim was a 
member of the 42nd Front of the FARC that oper-
ates in Sabaleta, a large coca producing area. After 
being taken to the 12th Army Brigade in Florencia, 
Caquetá, Andrés* was presented to the media as a 
guerrill killed in combat. He was buried in an un-
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According to Andrés*’ family, they have filed suit 
against the Armed Forces with the Attorney General’s 
Office and the Inspector General’s Office. Regard-
less, the family is displaced and facing economic 
hardship. 

CASe 15
HOMICIDE

Victims: Pastor Humberto Méndez,  
of the Christ the Center Church
Date: July 5, 2007
Location: Colombia, Huila 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Victims: Pastor Joel Cruz García,  
his wife and daughter, of the Christ the 
Center Church
Date: July 5, 2007
Location: Colombia, Huila 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Joel was a 27-year-old campesino farmer and pastor 
who lived with his wife in the village of La Legiosa. 
Two people, identified as members of the 25th Front 
of the FARC took him from his home under the pre-
text of interrogating him. They accused him of being 
a government informant and then tortured and shot 
him. 

According to testimony from area residents, the Army 
had arrived a few days before and was patrolling 
around the church (see Case 54). 

Joel’s widow and family report that they have con-
tiued receiving death threats from the guerrilla 
group, as well as a letter on July 9 confirming that 
the FARC’s 25th Front had killed Joel for being an in-
formant. Joel was killed along with pastor Humberto 
Méndez (see the previous case).

CASe 17
HOMICIDE

Victims: Freddy Ortiz Álvarez,  
of the Mennonite Church,  
and Diego Fernando Haro Montejo
Date: August 5, 2007
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Humberto, age 63, was a pastor in the village of La 
Dorada. Alleged FARC members took him from his 
home to an area between the villages of La Legiosa 
and La Dorada where they killed him along with pas-
tor Joel Cruz García (see the following case). 

CASe 16
TORTURE
THREAT
HOMICIDE

Freddy, age 50, was married with two children. Armed 
men killed him in front of his house when he was about 
to go inside with Diego, who also lived there. 
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Some time before, alleged paramilitaries threatened 
and forcibly displaced the two men because they 
refused to pay protection payments after witnessing 
the murder of Freddy’s brother-in-law, Héctor Jesús 
Sánchez Coronel. Mr. Sánchez Coronel was killed by 
the AUC in Ocaña, Norte de Santander on August 4, 
1996. It is presumed that Freddy’s murder is related 
to this threat.

CASe 18
HOMICIDE

Victims: Pastor Diego Bejarano,  
of the Pentecostal Church
Date: September 20, 2007 
Location: El Dovio, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: Others

CASe 19
HOMICIDE
THREAT
INJURY

Victims: Juan Martínez Yánez, his wife, 
their four children; Federico Martínez, Narly 
Cabrera and their four children and Enilda 
and Federico of the Christ the Center Church
Date: September 30, 2007 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Diego, age 27, was a married pastor with a daughter. 
Hooded men, allegedly narcotraffickers, intercepted 
him, while he was going to Dovio on a public bus. 
Despite his pleas, the armed men forced him to get 
off the bus and told him to kneel, to which he re-
portedly replied, “I kneel only to God.” The assasins 
took him away and his body was later found cut into 
pieces. The members of the Pentecostal church col-
lected his remains. 

According to sources cited by the media about the 
case, the perpetrators believed that Diego was a spy. 
Diego’s wife was pregnant at the time of the killing. 

Juan Martinez was married with four children, aged 
two, four, six and eight. On September 30, 2007, at 
2:10 a.m., eleven heavily armed men killed him in 
front of his family. 

The armed men arrived at his home where he lived 
with his extended family. The men identified them-
selves as members of the 47th Front of the FARC and 
demanded Juan show them the way to San Felipe de 
Cadillo. 

Before leaving, Juan looked for his boots and asked 
his wife to read him Psalm 91, neither of which were 
allowed by the armed men. 

The family reports that Juan’s mother clung to him 
while he sang, prayed and tried to calm her. The 
armed men beat her when she refused to release 
him. They shot Juan in his mother’s arms. Juan’s 
grandmother died the next day.
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Days prior to the murder Juan and his brother Fed-
erico reported to the police in Santafé de Ralito 
that they had seen what appeared to be paramilitary 
camps while on their way home from a neighboring 
community. The family believes this to be the motive 
for the homicide.

CASe 20
HOMICIDE
DISAPPEARANCE

Victims: José Ulises Martínez Medina 
of the Christian Crusade Church
Date: October 1, 2007 
Location: Boyacá
Alleged Perpetrators: Colombian State 
- Gaula

According to his family José Ulises was traveling to 
Bogotá to pick up his severance payment from the 
Army, owed to him for being a professional soldier. The 
day after his departure he sent a text message to his 
girlfriend’s cell phone to say that he had arrived safely. 
That is the last communication his family received. 

Time passed without news of his whereabouts, so 
his family reported his disappearance to the Attorney 
General’s office in Cúcuta on October 16, 2007. 

On October 29th the office called José Ulises’ father 
to tell him about a fax they had received from Soga-
moso requesting that the Attorney General’s office 
locate José Ulises Martínez’s family and saying that 
his corpse had been inspected in Sogamoso. Ac-
cording to the family, the fax was dated October 24. 

The head of the Attorney General’s office provided 
unauthorized information to the family revealing that 
José Ulises had been shot by the Gaula (joint anti-
kidnapping force) as a guerrilla in combat an hour 
and a half from Sogamoso on the road from Yopal 
to Casanare between Aquitania and Vado Hondo. 
They informed the family that the body was buried 
in a cemetery in Sogamoso twenty days after he was 
killed and that the case was in the hands of a military 
judge. 

Since then the family, especially the brothers, have 
made many official inquiries but have not received 
answers to the many questions that still surround 

José Ulises, age 23, was a youth leader at the Chris-
tian Crusade Church of Cúcuta and also worked for 
the Recuperadora Hincapie recycling plant. After 
serving as a professional soldier in a counter-guer-
rilla unit, he grew tired of military life and left the 
Army in late 2006. 

On September 29, 2007, José Ulises quit his job at 
the recycling plant and, that same day, traveled from 
Cúcuta to Bogotá. It was the last time his family saw 
him alive. On October 1, he was killed and presented 
to the authorities as a guerrilla killed in combat. José 
Ulises appears to be the victim of a “false positive” 
of the Colombian Army. 
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José’s death. They were able to determine that the 
military severance was never processed or paid. Ju-
stapaz lawyers are now accompanying the family and 
are working to have the case transferred from military 
to civilian courts. 

CASe 21
HOMICIDE

Victims: Ezequiel Vidal, of the Association 
of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean 
(AIEC)
Date: October 7, 2007 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

CASe 22
HOMICIDE

Victims: Mauricio Alcalá*, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: November 30, 2007 
Location: Solano, Caquetá 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Ezequiel, age 42, and father of three children, was 
demobilized from the AUC. He had become a Chris-
tian and was a member of the Ebenezer Church in 
Santafé de Ralito. 

Ezequiel had told other church members that he was 
being threatened to pressure him into joining the 
newly structured paramilitary groups, but he refused. 
On October 7, while working as a motorcycle taxi 
driver in El Cairo on his way from Tierralta to the vil-
lage of Santafé de Ralito, several armed men killed 
him. 

This area has been controlled by paramilitary groups 
for over ten years. 

Mauricio*, age 30, was a photographer who was mar-
ried and had one daughter. On November 30, at 10:35 
a.m., he was in his house with his family when two 
men who identified themselves as FARC members 
took him to an unknown location to “talk to him.”

Around 11:00 a.m. the family received word that he 
had been killed near the village with two bullets to 
the head. Rumors spread that he had been killed be-
cause he was an informant. 

CASe 23
HOMICIDE
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Aníbal Dagua López,  
Lucía Delgado, and their three children,  
of the Evangelical Missionary Alliance 
Church of Colombia (IUMEC)
Date: December 4, 2007 
Location: Cauca
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified
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Aníbal was a 37-year-old indigenous man who was 
married with three children. He was a farmer and 
worked in construction and was an active community 
member. He was working when three hooded men 
shot him three times and killed him. His wife and 
their three children were forced to displace as there 
were rumors that she would be the next victim. 

The killers have not been identified, but the area 
where the case occurred is controlled by the FARC. 

CASe 24
HOMICIDE
THREAT

DISAPPEARANCE

CASe 25
DISAPPEARANCE

Victims: Pastors Helena Ríos* and 
Alexander Gil*, and Johana* and Felipe*, of 
the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: December 6, 2007 
Location: Neiva, Huila 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

Married pastors Helena Rios* and Alexander Gil* 
had two children: Johana*, 14, and Felipe*, 9. On 
December 6, at 8:10 p.m., while Helena* and Fe-
lipe* were at her mother’s house, she went out in 
front of the house to take a call on her cell phone. 
While outside, two men shot her. One shot pierced 
her lung and another her heart. Her son, who came 
out of the house, witnessed the murder. 

The killers escaped immediately. The cause and per-
petrators are unknown. 

Victims: Leonel Guzmán*, of the 
Interamerican Church of Colombia
Date: January 16, 2007 
Location: San Pedro de Urabá, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Leonel* is a campesino farmer and community lead-
er in San Pedro de Urabá. His brother is pastor of 
an Interamerican Church in Urabá. On January 16, 
several heavily armed men forced him from his home 
and drove him away. According to comments from 
locals, the Black Eagles9 did not consider Leonel* a 
“trustworthy person for stability in the region.” Leo-
nel* has been disappeared.

The Gulf of Urabá region in Antioquia has been char-
acterized by the presence of guerrilla groups, the 
FARC, ELN and EPL, as well as paramilitary groups. 
The paramilitaries include men operating under the 
orders of alias “The German,” currently under arrest 
in the Itagüí, Antioquia maximum-security prison un-
der the Justice and Peace Law. Community members 
have reported hearing rumors that “The German” or-
dered one of his brothers to take charge of recruiting 

9 A group composed of rearmed paramilitary soldiers.

and rearming the group. 
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INJURY

CASe 26
INJURY
THREAT

Victims: David Luque*,  
of the Mennonite Church
Date: January 1, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

David*, age 19, and his whole family have been ha-
rassed since 2002. Two alleged paramilitaries were 
waiting for him when he got off a bus and told him they 
were from the Army; they searched him under the pre-
text of looking for a radio they claimed he had stolen. 
The men tried to force him into a car, but he resisted. 
They kicked him repeatedly (see Case 102). 

CASe 27
TORTURE
INJURY
ARBITRARY DETENTION
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Antonio Contreras, María Elda 
Albarracín, José Ramón Contreras,  
Ferney Antonio Alvarado and José Gustavo 
Contreras, of the Assemblies of God Church
Date: April 10, 2007 

Antonio is a 55 year old street vendor. He was work-
ing with a health brigade when members of the Army 
suddenly took him away. They did not have an ar-
rest warrant but claimed he was a guerrilla informant. 
While detaining his family for a whole day, they inter-
rogated him. His interrogators beat him, tied him up, 
used water and salt torture techniques and rolled him 
in feces. This abuse caused serious injuries. 

Four months later the whole family was forcibly dis-
placed. According to the victim, “the Army claimed 
we were informants or accomplices of the guerrilla, 
because of this they kidnapped and tortured us.”

TORTURE

CASe 28
TORTURE
ARBITRARY DETENTION
THREAT

Victims: Adrián Alonso Valderrama 
Tuberquía, of the Pentecostal Church
Date: February 17, 2007 
Location: Apartadó, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Location: Arboledas, Norte de Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Adrián, age 18, is a campesino farmer and a member 
of the Pentecostal Church who lives near the San José 
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de Apartadó Peace Community. On February 17, after 
a vigil at his church, he went to an appointment in the 
village of La Esperanza, however, when the people 
he was to meet were not there, he returned home. 
Around noon, near the El Paraiso stream, several 
members of the Army stopped him and accused him 
of being a guerrilla. Despite the fact that they were 
hooded, Adrian believed he recognized the voice and 
outline of one of his aggressors. 

The armed men put him into the ditch and forced 
him under the water while they stood on top of him. 
They demanded that he confess to being guerrilla 
and subjected him to a lengthy interrogation. Later 
they took him to a military base in Nueva Antioquia 
where they left him tied up all night. They threatened 
to kill him.

Several community members tried to help Adrián; 
on February 18 his pastor went to the Army base to 
intercede for him and only then was he released.

ATTEMPTED MURDER

CASe 29
ATTEMPTED MURDER
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

César*, age 48, is married and has three children and 
one grandchild. He has been a leader of campesino 
organizations and currently studies at the Menno-
nite Biblical Seminary. On October 23, around 2:00 
p.m., three armed men, alleged FARC members, in 
a double cab white pickup truck in downtown Bogotá 
attempted to kill César* and his brother Samuel*. 
According to the victim:

—“We were on our way from the Attorney 
General’s office in Paloquemao to the Interior and 
Justice Ministry and my brother noticed that a man 
with a gun in his hand was coming out the door of a 
pickup truck. [Samuel*] yelled to me, ‘Run, they’re 
going to kill us,’ and pushed me and started run-
ning. I also ran. We heard shots and when we had 
gone about three blocks, a policeman on a motor-
cycle caught up to us. He saw we were scared and 
we asked for help. Immediately two more police-
men arrived, along with a lieutenant named Flórez 
in the company of two other agents. They took us 
to the Interior and Justice Ministry. On October 24, 
2007, the Ministry approved a loan of bullet-proof 
vests for thee months, which were provided on No-
vember 1.”

Date: October 23, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Victims: César Rueda*, his wife and two 
children, and Samuel León*,  
of the Mennonite Church 
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Due to this attack on October 24, they relocated with-
in Bogotá. César believes the FARC is responsible 
because of their history of harassing, threatening and 
persecuting him since 2001 because, as leader of 
a campesino organization, he criticized the group’s 
actions. 

RECRUITMENT OF MINORS AND 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS

CASe 30
RECRUITMENT OF MINORS AND 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS

KIDNAPPING 
AND HOSTAGE-TAKING

CASe 31
KIDNAPPING AND HOSTAGE-TAKING

Victims: Camilo*, of the Mennonite Church
Date: January 13, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Camilo*, age 14, was recruited by an alleged guer-
rilla member. He was taken to a remote area in the 
hills near Bogotá, where he encountered about 40 
guerrillas that forced him to walk until he became 
ill. Because he got sick, his captors decided that 
Camilo wouldn’t be of use to them and released him 
on January 25. Camilo managed to return home the 
same day, dirty, thin and tired. 

Victims: Elvis Vergara Mejía
Date: May 27, 2007 
Location: Guaranda, Sucre 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Elvis, age 30, was kidnapped and sold to the FARC. 
After his family paid a ransom Elvis was freed; five 
days later he was killed. 

It appears that the killers paid a woman to make an 
appointment with him at the same place where his 
body appeared three days later. A police investiga-
tion found that his kidnappers had him killed due to 
fear that he would inform on them. Elvis had received 
no previous threats. 

CASe 32
KIDNAPPING AND HOSTAGE-TAKING

Victims: Sebastián Andrade
Date: August 18, 2007 
Location: Urrao, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Sebastián Andrade was an active member of his 
church and had run for mayor of Urrao, Antioquia. Al-



42

leged FARC guerrillas kidnapped him for economic 
and political reasons on one of his family’s farms. 

According to family members, they have been ha-
rassed by the FARC for seven years. (see Case 104). 
During that period, about 20 people from their ex-
tended family have been killed and there have been 
nine kidnappings. The FARC freed Sebastián after 
ransom was paid. 

CASe 33
THREAT
KIDNAPPING AND HOSTAGE-TAKING

Victims: Patricia*, of the Assemblies  
of God Church
Date: December 5, 2007 
Location: Puerto Santander, Norte de 
Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

DISPLACEMENT

CASe 34
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Gladys Santana, Saúl Suárez, 
Dwivar Sail Suárez, Gabriela Suárez, Claudia 
Santana and María Claudia, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: January 1, 2007 
Location: San Martín, Cesar 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

In 2007, Gladys, age 46, was forcibly displaced with 
her whole family due to threats received from alleged 
FARC members. According to her, 

—“They began putting up graffiti, accusing my 
brother of being a thief. They also went after my sis-
ter, who was a nurse. Afterwards, we found out they 
had ordered my brother be killed; he and his family 
now have political asylum in Canada.”

The family attributes the harassment to the fact that 
Gladys’ brother was mayor of La Playa in Ocaña, 
Norte de Santander.

Patricia*, age 40, is a widow and mother of two chil-
dren. On December 5 she was kidnapped by alleged 
members of the AUC. The kidnappers held her for 
five months and then freed her, threatening injury 
if she left her home again. Since then Patricia* has 
had to remain indoors, unable to leave due to these 
threats. 
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CASe 35
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

displaced on numerous occasions and several family 
members have been assassinated (see Case 25 and 
October 10, 2000). 

In 2007, the paramilitaries found them and again 
threatened to kill them to make sure they would not re-
port the previous killings or harassment to the Attorney 
General’s office or to any authority under the Justice 
and Peace Law. Since then, the Zambrano* family has 
had to relocate periodically within the municipality. 

CASe 37
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT
RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE

Victims: Rosa Parra* and Pablo Múnera*,  
of the Pentecostal Church
Date: January 12, 2007 
Location: Ibagué, Tolima 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Rosa*, age 43, is a housewife and Pablo*, age 38, 
is a campesino farmer. The Tulio Varón Front of the 
FARC pressured them to purchase supplies for the 
guerrilla group. When they refused to comply, they 
were forced to flee their farm and leave behind all 
their belongings. 

CASe 36
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Zambrano* Family
Date: February 1, 2007 
Location: Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: Pastor Omar Guerrero*,  
of the Pentecostal Church of the Ika 
Indigenous Reservation
Date: February 14, 2007 
Location: Pueblo Bello, Cesar 
Alleged Perpetrators: Colombian State

Some members of the Arhuaco indigenous commu-
nity in the village of Sabanas de Jordán, as well as 
other indigenous members of the United Pentecostal 
Church of Colombia, have spoken-out about religious 
intolerance. They claim that they have been threatened 
with having their indigenous rights taken away.

Since 2005, there has been an indigenous move-
ment throughout the Sierra Nevada to close churches 

The Zambrano* family in La Ceja made their liv-
ing growing crops and working for a flower-growing 
business. 

Since the year 2000, the Zambranos* have been 
harassed by paramilitaries. They have been forcibly 
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in the villages of La Caja and Semonorva. Currently 
there are around 600 displaced, including adults and 
children. The guerrilla, at the request of other indige-
nous people, has threatened some pastors. This was 
the case for Omar Guerrero*. 

Some believers have been arrested and chained 
and some missionaries who have come to serve the 
community have been forcibly displaced. The Church 
filed a lawsuit to demand their rights to freedom and 
equality of worship be respected, however, the Con-
stitutional Court found in favor of the traditional in-
digenous group. 

The Court’s decision assumes that to be indigenous 
it is necessary to practice the traditional religion and 
does not allow for indigenous community members 
who become Christians. 

CASe 38
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

CASe 39
ARBITRARY DETENTION

Victims: Absalón Jiménez* and his three 
children
Date: February 28, 2007 
Location: Cimitarra, Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

Victims: Mario Castro Díaz, of the Baptist 
Church
Date: May 15, 2007 
Location: Colosó (Ricaurte), Sucre
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Mario, age 26, a married farmer and day laborer, 
was detained by the Army despite his claims of in-
nocence. According to the victim, 

—“In 2004 many soldiers from the Army arrived 
and without asking any questions they started put-
ting everyone they found in the street into trucks, 
without a warrant. That is how they detained me, 
and since then I have been unjustly imprisoned. 
During the first year of detention I was at the La 
Vega prison in Sincelejo, where I found out that a 
guerrilla member was providing false evidence to 
the authorities about the people who were suppos-
edly assisting the guerrilla. Some of those people 
were freed because they had economic resources 
and they sold or rented out a property to pay a good 
lawyer. This didn’t happen in my case because my 
parents and siblings are too poor. 

The Attorney General’s Office reviewed cases of 
those detained in Colosó, Ovejas and Chalán and 
found no reason for the detention and ordered our 
release. I was free for three months, but in May of 

Absalón*, age 52, was forcibly displaced with his 
children due to threats from the same actors as in the 
case of Rosalino Gonzalez (see Case 4).
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2007 they ordered me and all those they had freed 
to present ourselves to serve another two or three 
months of the sentence. I went, but others left the 
municipality and didn’t present themselves due to 
the injustices done to them. Of the more than two 
hundred people unjustly detained, three confessed 
to collaborating with the guerrilla, but they also 
gave testimony that everyone else was innocent 
and had nothing to do with the group. The attorney 
who had freed us temporarily was killed after giv-
ing that order. I am still being detained today under 
charges of rebellion, but I have never been part of 
[the guerrilla].”

CASe 40
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Félix Fernández*, his wife and 
daughter, of the Mennonite Church
Date: May 28, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

of Felix’s* father who was the leader of an organiza-
tion that assisted displaced people. 

CASe 41
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Joel García Sánchez*, Rut 
Sánchez*, Felipe Gonzáles*, Joel’s two 
brothers and one sister, of the Mennonite 
Church
Date: May 30, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Félix* is married and the farther of a three-year-old 
daughter. Alleged paramilitaries sent him a threat-
ening letter signed by the Black Eagles. The letter 
was found under the door at 7:00 a.m. at Felix’s* in-
law’s home. They believe that this and other threats, 
delivered in writing and by phone in May, June and 
December of 2007, are due to the AUC’s persecution 

Joel* is a 19-year-old student and member of the 
Mennonite Church. He has had been forced to dis-
place with his family several times (see Case 95 and 
Case 112). 

One day as he was leaving the university a pair of al-
leged paramilitaries followed him for several blocks, 
keeping him in sight. When he got on a bus, the pair 
caught up to him and got on the same bus. Fearful, 
Joel* changed buses and the pair did the same. 

Other family members saw the same men, who fo-
llowed him home and waited on the corner, watching 
and talking on a cell phone for about fifteen minutes. 
After this, Joel* and his family were forced to displa-
ce again and he separated from his parents. 
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CASe 42
ARBITRARY DETENTION
THREAT

Dalila*, age 40, is a widow and mother of two chil-
dren. Alleged paramilitaries threatened to kill her 
daughter Cloe* if she didn’t give them information 
about the location of one of her cousins. Dalila* had 
given refuge to the cousin who is a victim of extortion 
and rape by alleged AUC members.

Previously, Dalila* and Cloe* had been followed, 
displaced and received threatening calls. On Novem-
ber 10, several men in a car approached Cloe* and 
called to her by name. This encounter forced her to 
leave the city. 

CASe 44
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Aurelio Ramos 
Jaramillo, Pastor Enilsa Carballo and their 
three children, of the Interamerican  
Church of Colombia
Date: June 1, 2007 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries - 
Police

Date: July 21, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: Rócebel Cruz, of the Christ 
the Center Church, and the Cruz family
Date: July 27, 2007 
Location: Colombia, Huila 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Rócebel is the brother of Joel Cruz (see Case 16). 
Alleged FARC members sent a communiqué, threat-
ening to kill him if he did not leave the area with his 
family. The family was forcibly displaced and later 
found out that the guerrilla was offering 5,000,000 

Aurelio and Enilsa are husband and wife and Enilsa 
pastors of the Interamerican Church in Tierralta. 

Aurelio was arbitrarily detained on August 3, 2005 
(see Case 74, Report 2); Aurelio remains in jail where 
he has been visited by paramilitaries who pressured 
him throughout 2007 to claim that cocaine allegedly 
found on his property belonged to him and to agree to 
not accuse them. They threatened to kill Pastor Enilsa 
and their children if Aurelio testified against them. 
Since then, Pastor Enilsa and their children have been 
harassed and forcibly displaced (see Case 100). 

CASe 43
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Dalila Susz* and Cloe Susz*,  
of the Mennonite Church, Dalila’s cousin
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pesos to anyone who could turn in Rócebel. His fam-
ily displaced along with several other families (see 
the following case). The guerrilla also imposed and 
8:00 p.m. curfew in the area and barred worship ser-
vices and collecting tithes. 

CASe 45
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

The guerrilla are terrorizing the population, forbidding 
travel after 8:00 p.m. and worship or meetings. Four 
years ago there was a weeklong mass displacement 
in the villages of La Legiosa and Dorado due to threats 
from alleged paramilitaries. 

CASe 46
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Héctor Oyola Chala, Lucy Cardozo 
Cruz, Juan Carlos Oyola Cardozo, Nerly 
Oyola Cardozo, Mónica Oyola Cardozo, Karen 
Gómez de Rodríguez*, Perla Ramírez*, Mesly 
Rodríguez, José Elber Cruz, Isaías Cruz, 
Marlon Jonatan Cruz, Cenelia García, Arnubio 
Cruz, Ceny Yolima Cruz, Nilliret Cruz, Neify 
Juliet Cruz, Chirly Cruz and Wilfer Cruz, of 
the Christ the Center Church
Date: August 3, 2007 
Location: Colombia, Huila 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Five families belonging to the Christ the Center 
Church, close to Joel Cruz and his brother Rócebel, 
were forced to displace (see Cases 16 and 44). Al-
leged guerrillas of the 25th Front of the FARC threat-
ened the population of Huila and warned that they 
did not want any evangelicals in the area. After their 
displacement the families learned that the guer-
rilla was offering 5,000,000 pesos for the killing of 
Rócebel Cruz. 

Victims: Pastor Hugo*, his wife and  
seven children, of the Interamerican  
Church of Colombia
Date: October 1, 2007 
Location: Amalfi, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Hugo* is a pastor and is married with seven chil-
dren. In 2006, he used his savings to buy a farm 
in Amalfi, a municipality in northeastern Antioquia. 
The economy of the area is based mainly on mining 
gold, quartz and marble, ranching, forestry and 
tourism.

Hugo* and his children found a small amount of gold 
on the farm, but it was only enough to pay for a small 
portion of their mining expenses so Hugo* decided 
to stop his mining activity. Despite this, the FARC 
demanded that Hugo* pay a protection fee or turn 
over the gold he had found. The threats increased in 
intensity and, in October 2007, the FARC threatened 
to kill his family. 
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The pastor is afraid not only for his own life, but that 
of his children, one of whom already fled to Medellín 
for fear the guerrillas would kill him. 

CASe 47
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

The men presented themselves as being in charge 
of finances for a group of paramilitaries that oper-
ates in Villavicencio and Bogotá. The men prom-
ised that if he paid them, they wouldn’t bother him 
again. 

Luis returned to Villavicencio and reported the inci-
dent to the Police, but they told him that they couldn’t 
do anything without proof and instructed him to re-
cord his calls. 

The men began to call and intimidate Luis Eduardo 
demanding he pay the stated amount. Since he had 
no way to protect himself, he struggled to put to-
gether the money and paid, hoping they would not 
bother him again. 

A year later, after Luis Eduardo thought everything 
was over, the calls resumed to both his cell phone 
and land line. They asked him for 50 million pesos, 
telling him that the price goes up every year and that 
if he didn’t pay they would retaliate. 

Luis Eduardo gave them 15 million pesos and ex-
plained that he did not have any more money. To pay 
the men the first time he had already had to take out 
a loan. They warned him if he didn’t pay the remain-
ing 35 million, they would torture and kill his family. 
They told him thy already knew where his family was 
and that it was easy for them to find them. They also 
said they knew he had a very young daughter and 
would start with her. 

Victims: Luis Eduardo Rodríguez Sáenz, 
Marlene Quiroga Flórez, Jineth Patricia 
Rodríguez Quiroga, Cristian Eduardo 
Rodríguez Quiroga and Lara Catalina 
Rodríguez Quiroga, of the Interamerican 
Church of Colombia
Date: October 17, 2007 
Location: Villavicencio, Meta 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

On February 9, 2006, Luis Eduardo was shopping 
in the San Andresito area of Bogotá when nearly fif-
teen men with long-range weapons surrounded him 
in a parking lot. They asked him his name, took his 
identification card, and asked him about his family 
(he gave them false information). Immediately after 
intimidating him they demanded a payment of 30 
million pesos.10 One of them photocopied his docu-
ments and wrote down Luis Eduardo’s cell phone and 
license plate number. 

10 Two thousand pesos is roughly one U.S. dollar. 
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Luis Eduardo asked them for more time to pay. How-
ever, on October 17 they began to call him again and 
gave him five days to pay. 

The paramilitaries found out that the investigative branch 
of the Police was following them and as a reprisal they 
planted explosives in Luis’ home in the middle of the 
night. According to the victim, “They said that the next 
one will kill all of us.” Due to this, Luis and his family 
decided they had to leave Villavicencio permanently. 

CASe 48
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Giovany de Jesús Castañeda, 
María Daniela Castañeda, Jonathan Andrubal 
Castañeda, Johan Manuel Castañeda, Duvan 
Felipe Castañeda and Gloria Nelcy Durango 
Lopera, of the United Pentecostal Church of 
Colombia

Date: October 21, 2007
Location: Vista Hermosa, Meta 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

sent us a letter saying that we were informants be-
cause a commander had been killed. Since my hus-
band had to travel to other towns, they forbade him 
from travelling again.”

CASe 49
THREAT
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE
DISPLACEMENT

Gloria, age 28, is a mother of four. Alleged members 
of the FARC threatened and accused her relatives of 
being informants and they were forced to displace. 
According to the victim, 

—“I lived in Palmera. From there we left for Vista 
Hermosa where we all got together and had a busi-
ness selling pizzas. But one day the FARC arrived and 

Victims: Marta Montero*, Susana Montero*, 
Jairo Montero* and Rebeca Montero*, of the 
Christian Crusade Church
Date: October 23, 2007 
Location: Santander de Quilichao, Cauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Marta*, age 41, is a single mother of three. In Octo-
ber of 2006, she and her family displaced from a ru-
ral area to Santander de Quilichao after she reported 
that her children were at risk of forced recruitment. 
As she reported, “The FARC takes children between 
12 and 14 years old. If they don’t go, they will kill the 
mother or the father. You can’t report it because if you 
do they will come and kill the whole family.”

On September 8, 2007, an alleged FARC member 
asked Marta* if she was the one who had reported 
them. Later, on October 23, the same young man 
told her he knew she had reported them and that her 
family would be killed if they didn’t “get lost” from 
Cauca. 
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Marta was forced to displace again with her children. 
She learned that the day after she left alleged guerril-
las had damaged her house and killed the young man 
who had warned her about the danger she was in. 

CASe 50
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Luis Mario Sandoval and Dalila 
Gómez Acevedo, of the Mennonite Church. 
Mario Jordán Sandovol Gómez, Angie 
Paola Sandoval Gómez and Yudy Valentina 
Sandoval Gómez
Date: December 16, 2007 
Location: Puerto Lleras, Meta 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

take them to the place and show them who and where 
they were. I refused to do that and continued for Puerto 
Lleras and travelled on to Bogotá.”

CASe 51
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Luis Pérez*, Gustavo Pérez*, Pablo 
Pérez*, Sonia Pérez*, Juan Pérez* and 
Francisco Pérez*, of the Christian Missionary 
Alliance Church.
Date: December 18, 2007 
Location: Chaparral, Tolima 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Luis, age 42, is a farmer and is married and with children 
ages 5, 9 and 10. He received threats from the FARC that 
caused his forced displacement. According to Luis,

—“On December 16 I went to Puerto Lleras with my 
wife and youngest daughter to pick up my pay from 
the Forest Ranger program. When we returned home, 
around 5:30 or 6:00 p.m., I found a note in the liv-
ing room written in big letters that said, ‘For the Forest 
Rangers informants, 75 hours to quit or die. 43rd Front 
of the Eastern Block of the FARC.’ I immediately re-
turned to Puerto Lleras and my wife went to her moth-
er’s with our daughter. On the way, I met with the Army 
and told them about the situation. They said I had to 

The members of Pérez* family are subsistence farm-
ers.Paramilitaries frequently called town meetings, 
but the Pérez* family refused to attend. As a con-
sequence, on December 17, the paramilitaries gave 
them 36 hours to leave the village or be killed. Thus, 
the family was forcibly displaced.

USE OF CIVILIANS AS HUMAN 
SHIELDS

CASe 52
THREAT
HUMAN SHIELD
RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE

Victims: Administrator, tenants and visitors 
to the CREER Mennonite Church camp
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Date: April 12, 2007 
Location: Cachipay, Cundinamarca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

According to the administrator soldiers have camped 
at other houses and retreat centres in the area with-
out permission from the owners or administrators as 
well. This has “done a lot of material damage in the 
region” Including loss of food crops and messes cre-
ated through improvised toilets. The illegal military 
camps have resulted in death threats, material loss 
and fear. 

CASe 53
HUMAN SHIELD
RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE

According to the administrator of the Mennonite 
Church camp, the Army setup camp on the farm’s 
soccer field around 5 a.m. on April 12.

—“I woke up because the dogs were making so 
much noise. I looked around the farm and found 
Army officers with about thirty soldiers and their tents. 
They asked for water and I told them I would give it 
to them, but that they couldn’t stay because this is a 
peace sanctuary. I explained the Mennonite Church 
and its principals to them. The commander respond-
ed that the farm belonged to the Army and they would 
do ‘what they wanted’ and that they were free to camp 
wherever they wanted and that having the Army there 
meant protection.”

According to the administrator, the commander 
warned him that, “those who aren’t with us are 
against us” and reminded him, “we’re the ones with 
the weapons.” They soldiers stayed at the retreat 
center for three days. During this time they shot into 
the air, cut down many trees and improvised outdoor 
kitchens and showers. 

On the 3rd day, after the administrator spoke to the 
authorities in the town of Cachipay about the issue, 
the Police commander asked the Army officers to 
leave the camp. 

Victims: A pastor of the Interamerican 
Church of Colombia and a member of the 
Amaca Church
Date: July 1, 2007
Location: Tiquisio (Puerto Rico), Bolívar 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Both the Army and the guerrilla have used the Ama-
ca Church, located in the municipality of Tiquisio, 
Southern Bolivar, as a temporary camp. According 
to one church member, they turned the faith com-
munity’s house of worship into trenches. In July 
2007, the Army camped in the church facilities and 
held prisoners captured from the FARC and ELN.

According to filed reports, these actions put the 
lives of all members of the faith community in dan-
ger and they are fearful of confrontations between 
the ELN, the FARC and the Army. They are also 
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afraid that soldiers will use the civilian population 
as a human shield or that the guerrillas will take 
revenge on the community for having had Army 
camps there. 

According to the information provided by the pastor, 
the armed actors continue to camp in the Interameri-
can Mission facilities. 

CASe 54
THREAT
HUMAN SHIELD

THREAT

CASe 55
THREAT

Victims: Pastor Joel Cruz García, his wife 
and daughter, of the Christ the Center Church 
and the residents of the village of La Legiosa
Date: July 1, 2007 
Location: Colombia, Huila 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Joel is a 27-year-old pastor and is married with one 
child. He works as a farmer in the village of La Legio-
sa. According to the testimony of residents, the Army 
arrived before July 5 and surrounded the chapel and 
camped in the town for a day. They announced that 
there would eventually be military operations in the 
area (see Case 16). 

Victims: Pastor Ever Navarro,  
of the Christian Church
Date: January 1, 2007 

Location: Dolores, Tolima 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Ever is a pastor and campesino farmer. According 
to reports, since 2006, the 25th Front of the FARC 
has been watching, following and threatening him, 
as they believe he is an informant. They have also 
forbidden asking for tithes or offerings. In the last 
few years, the guerrillas have killed six people in the 
area, supposedly government informants. 

CASe 56
THREAT

Victims: María Angulo*, of the Foursquare 
Church
Date: January 1, 2007 
Location: Dibulla, La Guajira 
Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrilla

María, age 35, is a widow and the mother of two chil-
dren. In April of 2003, she was kidnapped (see the 
case from April 1, 2003). In 2007, she received sev-
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eral threats and the guerrilla is asking her for a sum 
of 3 million pesos to “leave her alone.”

CASe 57
THREAT
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE

Victims: Gladys Cedeño and José Yesid 
Campo, of the Evangelical Missionary  
Union Church of Colombia, and three 
unidentified people
Date: January 19, 2007 
Location: Palmira, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Gladys and José are a married couple and the par-
ents of Margarita (Case 15, Report 2). They are mem-
bers of the Evangelical Missionary Union Church of 
Colombia and Gladys works with the Justapaz and 
CRVP documentation program. 

On January 19, around 7:00 p.m., the couple had 
three guests in their home. José was the living room 
with two of them and Gladys was in the office with the 
third person, when, suddenly, two men armed with 
a gun and knife interrupted them. They threatened 
the people in the living room, closed the door and 
demanded the keys to the two motorcycles parked 
outside. José explained to them that the motorcycles 
didn’t belong to them, but the aggressors claimed 
that, according to the information they had, the mo-
torcycles belonged to the family. 

They forced one of the guests to give them every-
thing he had on him and took 80,000 pesos that they 
found. Later they found Gladys in the office and, while 
they locked everyone else in a room, they threatened 
to “burn” her because she resisted being locked up. 

The victim reported,

—“Since at the start I didn’t do what they said, they 
got frustrated, lifted their weapons and threatened me 
a second time. My husband asked me to please listen 
to them and to be calm. I stayed there and they left, 
leaving us shut in a room.”

A week before, Gladys had said in a neighborhood 
meeting that she did not agree with the “private se-
curity” services being offered to the neighborhood. 
They asked her why she didn’t want to hire them and 
she answered that it was because she was a Christian 
and it went against her principles. 

It appears that demobilized persons run private se-
curity in Palmira, the municipality where the episode 
occurred. A few days after the incident, in a confi-
dential meeting with a councilperson from Palmira, 
evidence was shown that the Black Eagles control 
the town. This armed group is made up primarily of 
demobilized members of the AUC, as well as demo-
bilized guerrillas and gang members. 
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CASe 58
THREAT

Location: Cauca
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Victims: Omar Fontana*
Date: February 1, 2007 
Location: María La Baja, Bolívar 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

Victims: Marta Caramés*, of the Mennonite 
Church
Date: February 15, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Omar Fontana* is a campesino farmer. In February 
2007 Omar* received threatening phone calls de-
manding money, but this was just the most recent 
extortion and threat. In May 2005, Omar* received a 
telephone call instructing him to go to a remote lo-
cation where he was detained by unknown persons 
from 6:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.; they warned him that 
there would be consequences if he did not cooper-
ate with them. While he was detained, Omar* saw 
the corpses of two people who had been recently 
killed. 

Omar traces regular armed violence back to the July 
9, 1999 combat in his village that caused mass dis-
placement.

CASe 59
THREAT
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE

Victims: Pedro Rodríguez*, his wife, 
daughter and son, of the Christ the Center 
Church
Date: February 1, 2007 

Pedro*, age 37, is a leader in his indigenous com-
munity. He and his wife have two children. On Feb-
ruary 1, at 3am, around 30 soldiers entered their 
home and accused Pedro* of being a guerrilla. 
They intimidated him with weapons and asked him 
if he was scared. They returned later that night and 
demanded that Pedro* give them their family’s per-
sonal belongings. 

This is the 3rd time Pedro’s home has been raided, 
and there are repeated military operations on the 
indigenous reservation where he lives. According 
to one indigenous church leader, the military raids 
homes and harasses civilians under the pretext of 
“looking for militants” with the intention of “causing 
terror.” 

CASe 60
THREAT

Marta,* age 38, is the mother of three. Alleged FARC 
members threatened her. As the victim reported:
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—“I was waiting for the Transmilenio [bus] at the 
Tintal station when two men came up to me. One of 
them is known as “Butcher Hand” and he gave me 
a CD saying, ‘Look girl, this isn’t a game. They are 
sending this so that you realize that this isn’t a game. 
This is how you all will end up.’ The CD had photos 
of the damage done to some victims of a bomb that 
exploded in the Ciudad Bolívar neighborhood of San 
Vicente del Caguán where I had been a community 
leader.”

Marta* and her family received death threats and 
were forcibly displaced from San Vicente de Caguán 
several years ago.

CASe 61
THREAT

On February 17, around 7:00 p.m., Rosendo left his 
house to run an errand. Starting around 9:00 a.m. 
and throughout the entire day, an unknown person 
loitered around the church and asked about Rosendo. 
According to the victim:

—“I analyzed the situation and realized it was trou-
blesome, so I left again and returned to Puerto Cedro 
and called Victor (from the Organization of American 
States, OAS11). It was nearly 10:00 p.m. when I called 
him and he called Patricia Rodriguez, [OAS] Chief of 
Mission in Córdoba. She informed the central office 
in Bogotá and spoke to someone from the Analysis 
Unit to request authorization to mobilize immediately. 

The people from the OAS called the police com-
mander in Córdoba, but they said they didn’t have 
any officers available, especially at that hour, and they 
would have to wait until the next day. Because of that, 
the head of security in Bogotá communicated with 
General Castro of the National Police who called the 
head of the Córdoba Police so that they would do 
something. 

11 The Organization of American States Mission to Support the 
Peace Process in Colombia (Mision de Apoyo al Proceso 
de Paz en Colombia—MAPP-OEA), which is responsible 
for verifying the paramilitary demobilization, facilitates a 
community conflict mediation program. Pastor Rosendo is 
one of several church people active in the process in Cor-
doba. (see Case 76.)

Victims: Pastor Rosendo Antonio Romero 
Fuentes, of the Baptist Church
Date: February 17, 2007 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries - 
Police

Rosendo, age 44, is married to Ilse Maria Suarez 
Mellado and is the father of four children, ages 14, 
10, four and one. He is a Baptist pastor, head of the 
Community Council, a community mediator and 
president of the Association for a Dignified Life in 
Solidarity (ASAVIDAS) in his village. 
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The general of the Córdoba Police called the Tier-
ralta Police so that they would get on top of the situ-
ation and provide patrol cars to accompany the OAS 
commission. One would think when the Tierralta Po-
lice were told to help the OAS, that they would have 
also contacted the Police in Ralito. However, when the 
OAS cars were entering, coming in with the Tierralta 
Police, they met a police officer from Ralito riding in 
a vehicle with “08” (a demobilized paramilitary com-
mander) and a demobilized mid-range commander 
from 08’s group was driving the car. 

The Ralito policeman got out of the car to talk with 
the Tierralta Police. In the meantime, “08” stayed in 
the car and informed them that he had looked into 
things and everything was okay. “08” asked why the 
head [of the OAS] mission was there and she told 
him that she knew that one of her mediators was in 
danger and she was there to accompany him and 
that they were going to do whatever was necessary 
to safeguard his life. They arrived at my house around 
1:30 a.m. and took me to Tierralta.”

Since that time, Rosendo has remained in Tierralta 
and the OAS continues to monitor the situation. 
Between 2000 and 2004, a military camp was lo-
cated in the village and there were demobilizations 
of about 600 paramilitaries. However, it is rumored 
in the community that the paramilitary commanders 
left key people in charge of their farms and they are 
kept informed of everything that happens. According 
to the rumors, they are rearming to take control of the 

area under the same structure as before, but with a 
different name. 

Since the end of 2006, some people have arrived 
accompanied by a group of demobilized paramilitar-
ies, they are armed and intimidate people and have 
moved into a farm belonging to Mancuso, a para-
military boss. The community believes that these 
people remain linked to the paramilitary bosses and 
are rearming. 

CASe 62
THREAT

Victims: Andrea Gutiérrez*,  
of the Doves Evangelical Church
Date: February 18, 2007 
Location: Montería, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Andrea*, age 48, lived on one of the small plots of 
land that the paramilitaries left to many campesino 
farmers in Córdoba. However, according to the re-
ports given to the Attorney General after the death 
of Carlos Castaño, a major paramilitary leader, Vi-
cente Castaño began harassing the people who had 
received plots of land from his brother. 

Additionally, a woman called “Sor Teresa Gómez,” 
mother-in-law of paramilitary alias “Monoleche” and 
other allies interested in recovering the land, pres-
sured many of the farmers who had received land, 
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gally and voluntarily sign for the sale of the property 
at the Third Notary Public in Montería, but she did 
not comply. She also did not go to the Santa Paula 
farm where, under threat, some campesino farmers 
received payments for their silence benefiting Fun-
pazcor and Mrs. Gómez.

CASe 63
THREAT

Andrea* among them, to return the plots or sell them 
at a very low price. They were pressured via threats 
saying that the people who returned the land to its 
former owners would not be harmed. 

On one occasion, a group of three armed men vis-
ited properties in the region and spread the rumor in 
town that the people who voluntarily gave up the land 
would be compensated with 5 million pesos. 

A group of men arrived to Andrea’s* land and told 
her to sell the land and take the money they were 
offering. They also said they would take care of the 
paperwork. Since she didn’t follow the order, she 
was threatened on February 18 and warned that for 
her own good she should give back “what had never 
been hers.” Andrea* decided to abandon the land, 
without selling it, and traveled with her family to the 
village of Nueva Lucía in Montería where she lives 
currently. 

The Attorney General possesses several of the threat-
ening notes given to campesino farmers and copies 
of some property titles and certificates of tradition 
that show the transfer of land to Funpazcor, direct-
ed by Sor Teresa Gómez, some of her employees, 
“Monoleche”, Vicente Castaño, and some unknown 
people. 

Although Andrea* did not accept the sale, she still 
had to leave the land and lose everything. On several 
occasions she was told by Sor Teresa Gómez to le-

Victims: Mariana Sanabria de Ramírez*  
and Lina Ramírez Sanabria*,  
of the Mennonite Church
Date: March 1, 2007 
Location: Antioquia
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Mariana*, Lina’s* mother, is a campesina with little 
formal education. She and her daughter have been 
threatened by demobilized paramilitaries who are 
harassing them so that they do not file a complaint 
against them under the Justice and Peace Law for 
killing Mariana’s* husband. 

CASe 64
THREAT

Victims: Pastor Jacinto López*, of the 
Christian Crusade Church
Date: March 1, 2007 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC
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Jacinto,* age 48, is the father of three children and 
the pastor of the Christian Crusade Church. He re-
ceived a pamphlet signed by the FARC, which said 
that he had to pay 300,000 pesos by a certain date 
each month or there “would be deaths.” According 
to the victim:

—“I have sporadically received threatening calls; 
I don’t know where they come from. They are threats 
and insults that say we are exploiting the people…
they say these kinds of things and that I’m going 
to die. What I’ve always done is just hang up the 
phone.”

CASe 65
THREAT
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE

Bernardo* ignored the men’s orders and continued 
leading his faith community in the same place. Sev-
eral days later men arrived at the church, broke down 
the door and took all the instruments and sound 
equipment, along with other property. Church work 
was interrupted for a month and the threats against 
Bernardo* continued throughout the rest of the year. 

Currently, Medellín is experiencing a rearming and 
regrouping of the demobilized men from the Cacique 
Nutibara and Metro Block paramilitary groups. With 
the dispute between alias “El Malo” and the group 
called “Los Paisas,” Medellín’s mayor has recognized 
the problem of rearming paramilitaries and the demo-
bilized fighters from the two Blocks mentioned above. 

CASe 66
THREAT

Victims: Pastor Bernardo Martínez*,  
of the Interamerican Church of Colombia
Date: March 25, 2007 
Location: Medellín, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Pastor Bernardo* was threatened to coerce him into 
leaving Comuna 4 of Medellín where he worked. In 
late March 2007, alleged paramilitaries from the 
Black Eagles threatened a group of Christians that 
was praying and tried to forcibly close the church 
so that they would not continue evangelizing in that 
sector of the city. 

Victims: Lácides Montalvo González
Date: May 18, 2007 
Location: Montería, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Colombian State

Lácides, age 55, is married to Merilda and is the fa-
ther of two children. He has been subjected to intense 
pressure by the construction company in charge of 
work on Montería’s bus station, in the Agosto 25 
neighborhood on the road to Sabanal. 

This company has a contract with the Municipality 
of Montería and ordered residents to vacate houses 



5�

around the terminal so that they can be demolished. 
Staff from the Mayor’s office came to the area with 
employees of the construction company and defined 
the timeframe for the houses to be emptied and de-
molished. 

The Department of Planning for Montería was put in 
charge of determining the value of each dwelling. 
They told the community they would only repay own-
ers for the value of the building materials – doors, 
concrete blocks, windows and so forth. Lácides was 
assigned a compensation of 5,000,000 pesos, but 
he didn’t accept and has refused to leave his home. 
His is the only house still standing of the 45 homes 
in the area. 

The water and sewage company stopped providing 
service to his house and the gas and electric compa-
nies announced they would do the same. 

Despite this, Lácides sued the construction com-
pany and the court ruled in his favor for a value of 
17,504,700 pesos. This decision was appealed by 
the construction company is and currently in litiga-
tion. While dealing with this issue and its related 
psychological pressure, Lácides and his family re-
ceived a threatening phone call, warning them they 
should abandon the house and accept the value be-
ing offered to them. Lácides alerted the authorities 
and immediately informed his church and neighbor-
ing churches about the situation. Currently they are 
awaiting the decision on the appeal. 

CASe 67
THREAT

Victims: Teresa López*, Francisco* and 
Ricardo*, of the Mennonite Brethren Church
Date: June 1, 2007 
Location: La Ceja, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Teresa* and her sons Francisco*, 14 years old, and 
Ricardo*, 16 years old, are campesino farmers with 
little formal education. 

Since 2007 men from the Black Eagles, who have 
a presence in the rural area of La Ceja, Antioquia, 
frequently come to the village where Teresa* and her 
sons farm to recruit young men. 

The armed group has made offers to Francisco* and 
Ricardo* to persuade them to join. Because of this, 
Teresa* and the other parents living in the village are 
afraid that they will abduct the the young men or re-
taliate against the community for the men’s refusal to 
join the paramilitary ranks. 

CASe 68
THREAT
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE

Victims: Justapaz Staff
Date: June 14, 2007 
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Early in the morning on June 14, before 3:00 a.m., 
the office of the Christian Center for Justice, Peace 
and Nonviolent Action (Justapaz) was broken into 
and two computers with sensitive information about 
people and churches active in working for peace and 
on individuals from Protestant churches who have 
been victims or witnesses to human rights violations 
were stolen. The perpetrators apparently entered 
from the roof in the back of the building and pulled 
out the alarm system wiring, however, the alarm still 
went off. 

The robbers passed by other computers and took 
only the two computers from the very back of the 
office. They also searched the desk of the program 
coordinator for protection of people at risk. 

Witnesses in the neighborhood reported that nearby, 
shortly after the break-in, some police officers briefly 
stopped two men carrying a computer. However, they 
did not establish whether these individuals were de-
tained or if the computer was recovered. 

Although the police came to the office after the 
event, Crime Scene Investigators from the Attorney 
General’s office took more than five hours to arrive. 
After searching the premises, the investigators re-
ported that there were no fingerprints and suggested 

that those responsible had worn gloves or erased all 
fingerprints. Because of this they decided that a spe-
cialist to gather fingerprint information was not need-
ed. Although there were traces of blood the Crime 
Scene Investigation team did not take any samples, 
nor did they take the cap—possibly left behind by 
one of the intruders. 

This event happened twelve days after the theft of 
a computer from the Fellowship of Reconciliation 
(FOR), an organization that provides protective ac-
companiment for the San José de Apartadó Peace 
Community. 

Additionally, the office of the Permanent Assembly 
of the Civil Society for Peace was broken into during 
January of 2007. A computer with sensitive informa-
tion on people and organizations, photos and a re-
cord of the organization’s activities were also stolen. 

The attack on the Justapaz office follows a pattern of 
break-ins that indicate a sophisticated knowledge of 
the office and careful procedures to secure that infor-
mation. The act also increases the risk for the people 
and churches documented. 

This is the first time that the Church is the subject of 
this type of action against peace work, human rights, 
and the security of victims and witnesses of human 
rights violations. The case occurred within the context 
of the Colombian government’s Democratic Security 
Policy and the United States Congress’ rejection of 

Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Colombian State
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the Free Trade Agreement because of questions sur-
rounding the defense of human rights in Colombia. 

After the events, Justapaz sent out a press release that 
was questioned by the Attorney General’s office. Jenny 
Neme, director of Justapaz, was invited to a meeting 
with that agency to, “explain her rights to her.”

More than a year after the event, the Attorney General’s 
office has yet to report any positive progress in their 
investigation into this event and related death threats. 

CASe 69
THREAT

Victims: Members of the Holistic Develo 
p.m.ent Foundation of Colombia
Date: June 27, 2007 
Location: Santander de Quilichao, Cauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

though the Attorney General’s office was informed of 
the case, there has not yet been a response and the 
perpetrators are unknown. The organization is in an 
area with both guerrilla and paramilitary presence.

Fundeicol serves the community through work with mi-
croenterprises, workshops on peace and nonviolence, 
community health projects and evangelism on the “ho-
listic gospel.” The foundation has 10 employees. 

CASe 70
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The Holistic Development Foundation of Colombia 
(Fundeicol) is a Christian indigenous non-profit or-
ganization. It supports the work of CEDECOL’s Com-
mission for Life and Peace.

Without forcing the locks on the doors, unknown per-
sons entered the offices of Fundeicol between 2:00 
and 4:00 a.m. while foundation staff slept on the 
premises. They took a computer with information on 
the organization’s employees and information about 
its finances, projects, ideas, reports and photos. Al-

Victims: Eduardo Pérez*, Evangelical 
Missionary Union Church of Colombia 
(IUMEC)
Date: July 20, 2007 
Location: Guacarí, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Eduardo*, who works as a driver, is married, the fa-
ther of seven children and a leader in his church. Al-
leged paramilitaries left him a letter, threatening him 
so that he would stop working on the creation of a 
community transportation business.

Community members believe that the paramilitaries 
were hired by another transport business. Previously, 
Eduardo* had been threatened by an alleged FARC 
commander who demanded 3,000,000 pesos and 
they also tried to extort money from Eduardo’s* bro-
ther for a bicycle business. 
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CASe 71
THREAT

Victims: Pastor Germán Latorre,  
of the Christian Missionary Alliance Church
Date: August 15, 2007 
Location: Puerto Asís, Putumayo 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

Date: August 25, 2007 
Location: Turbo, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Members of the Interamerican Church of Nuevo An-
tioquia, along with the rest of the village, have been 
threatened by the FARC who have been announcing 
the take-over of the village. Some inhabitants wanted 
to leave the area and were murdered on the road to 
Currulao. 

CASe 73
THREAT

Victims: Lili Jaimes*, of the Mennonite 
Church
Date: September 10, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Attorney General’s 
office

Germán Latorre is a pastor and married with four 
children. He worked with an NGO on a project to as-
sist and train churches who suffer as a result of their 
faith. 

Between July and August 2007, Germán received 
six threatening calls. According to the victim, “(The 
caller) told me to be careful, that they were watching 
me, that I should be careful because many eyes were 
on me.”

The FARC and several paramilitary groups operate 
in the area. It is believed that those responsible for 
the calls were linked to one of these groups and that 
they believe his pastoral activities affect their inter-
ests. Germán and two other pastors were threatened 
in 2006 (see Case 118). 

CASe 72
THREAT

Victims: Interamerican Church  
and residents of Nueva Antioquia

In September 2007, Lili* filed a complaint with the 
Attorney General’s office for the harassment, forced 
displacement and murder of her family by alleged 
paramilitaries (see the following case) as well as the 
extrajudicial execution of her husband in July 2002 
by the Army. However, as she reported, “I met with 
an attorney who consistently doubted the threats that 
I reported, telling me that paramilitaries don’t threat-
en, they kill.”
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Victims: Felipe Centeno*, his wife,  
son and daughter
Date: September 17, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Lili* felt intimidated by this response and then was 
threatened by alleged paramilitaries via a phone call 
received from the phone number she had given to 
the authorities. 

CASe 74
THREAT

Victims: Lili Jaimes*, her three daughters 
and two sons, of the Mennonite Church
Date: September 10, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries 
– Attorney General’s office

Felipe*, age 37, is married and the father of two chil-
dren. He received a threatening letter at the church he 
leads. According to the victim:

—“The letter referred to phone calls I have received 
since 2003. It said that they knew about my returning 
to Colombia with my wife and children and declared 
me a military target. It was signed by a commander 
of the 6th Front of the FARC.”

Felipe* traces the harassment to the 2002 report filed 
by his cousin on a prison-escape by FARC guerrillas 
(see Case 97). 

CASe 76
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Victims: Pastor Martha Cecilia Méndez 
Cervantes, Rigoberto Isidro Lobo, 
Omar David Isidro Méndez, Osmer Isidro 
Méndez and Osneider Isidro Méndez, 
of the Association of Evangelical Churches 
of the Caribbean (AIEC)

Lili* and her family have been forcibly displaced 
four times by alleged paramilitaries since 2006. She 
was threatened by three people with a knife, but she 
was able to run away. She also received threatening 
phone calls to the telephone number that she gave to 
the Attorney General’s office. 

In addition to the extrajudicial execution of her hus-
band in 2002, apparently by the Army, Lili* believes 
that over the last few years paramilitaries killed a 
cousin, uncle and two of her brothers-in-law as well 
as a brother-in-law of her husband’s father. She at-
tributes the harassment to the paramilitary’s interest 
in taking over her land. 

CASe 75
THREAT
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On October 4, Martha found a note on the dining 
room table behind her house that demanded that she 
quit her community and political leadership role. The 
message said that she needed to “make room” for 
another local leader, a man who has a close relation-
ship with “Commander 08”. It also said that as soon 
as she read the note she should burn the paper and 
never mention it to anyone. It warned her that she 
was being watched. 

Martha’s neighbors also experienced threats and 
harassment (see Case 19). The area remains under 
the control of paramilitaries, some of whom occupy 
positions in the public sector and whose main boss 
continues to give orders from jail. 

CASe 77
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Date: October 4, 2007 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Martha Cecilia is a pastor, married to Rigoberto 
Isidro Lobo and the mother of three children: Omar 
David, 17, Osmer Isidro, 13 and Osneider, 11. She 
has always been a socially aware church leader, and 
she grew to be a community-wide leader as well. 

When the “concentration zone” was created for dia-
logues between the national government and para-
militaries, the OAS-MAPP project started a Commu-
nity Mediators Program to train local leaders in con-
flict mediation. They asked the community to select 
a person who they trusted to help resolve community 
conflicts and Martha was elected; she was trained 
to carry out this work and her community leadership 
has increased. 

According to the case report, the demobilized para-
military boss known as “Commander 08,” or “The 
Devil,” who was in the area, did not view Martha’s 
work and leadership favorably. On several occasions 
he has harassed her, inviting her to meetings of cattle 
ranchers and others; she has refused to participate. 

Martha’s oldest son received a threat from the son of 
this demobilized paramilitary leader, who, without any 
evidence, accused him of robbing fruit from their farm. 
Martha confronted “08” about this accusation and he 
eventually he apologized to her for “the confusion.” 

Victims: Rubén Pereira*
Date: November 3, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Rubén*, age 25, is married and has worked as a 
farmer and now is an artisan. Alleged paramilitaries 
threatened him. According to the victim:

—“I received calls to my cell phone asking where 
Luz Balaguer – my mother-in-law – is because she 
needs to turn over land in Tibú and la Ye. My mother-
in-law didn’t show up at the appointment they made 
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for her at the notary public’s office. They said many 
offensive things.”

Rubén* began working as a subsistence farmer in 
Norte de Santander in 2002. In 2003, his family be-
gan to make “protection payments” at the demand of 
the AUC who had controlled the area since 1999. In 
January of 2005, he and his family were forcibly dis-
placed by violence perpetrated by the Black Eagles 
and the Army (see Case 105) and, in 2006, they were 
displaced by the ELN (see Case 94). 

On November 3, 2007, his mother was also threat-
ened and displaced by paramilitaries or the Army 
due to her leadership and social work with the Com-
munity Council. They say the Black Eagles have ac-
quired, under the names of others, many farms in 
Tibú in order to plant African palm. The paramilitar-
ies also told Rubén’s* mother-in-law’s brother that 
they wanted his land and that he could not continue 
working. 

CASe 78
THREAT
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE

Victims: Marcos Gamboa*,  
of the Interamerican Church of Colombia
Date: November 28, 2007 
Location: Landázuri, Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Marcos,* age 16, is an active member of the Intera-
merican Church and the son of an area pastor. One 
night when he was home alone three armed men 
called to him from outside, pretending to be friends 
of his father. When he opened the door they threat-
ened him with short range weapons and stole things 
from the house, including cell phones belonging to 
the church, a computer used by a community radio 
station, and cash. In previous years, the family had 
been threatened by a paramilitary leader. 

Landázuri, the area where Marcos* lives, has had a 
constant presence of armed groups, both guerrilla 
and paramilitary. The paramilitaries have been in 
control during the last few years, even though this 
group supposedly participated in the demobilization 
process. The region has been hit by a wave of crimes 
perpetrated by competing armed actors, primarily 
related to disputes over control of drug crops. De-
spite an Army and Police presence, these types of 
occurrences are common. 

CASe 79
THREAT

Victims: Leyda* and her two children,  
of the Mennonite Church
Date: December 3, 2007 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC
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Leyda,* age 33, is a widow and the mother of two 
daughters; she works in a beauty shop. Alleged guer-
rillas have harassed and threatened her after killing 
her husband, a policeman who worked against arms 
and uniform trafficking between the Police and the 
guerrillas. As a consequence, Leyda* was forcibly 
displaced from her home to Bogotá, in October of 
2002. As Leyda* reports:

—“I was with my sister and brother-in-law. We had 
the two girls with us. We were going to the center of 
Bogotá when we noticed that two men were follow-
ing us. One of them was “The Cat,” a member of the 
FARC’s First Front in Mitú who told us ‘You haven’t 
died yet, but you are going to,’ along with some very 
vulgar things. I was terrified. I thought they were go-
ing to kill the girls. We ran until we came to a mobile 
police unit at Avenue 19 and 10th St.”

CASe 80
THREAT

of community organizations throughout the region, es-
pecially those that are part of ASVIDAS network on the 
Caribbean Coast, which isn’t legally incorporated. 

On Sunday, December 16, 2007, two men entered 
the Sembrandopaz office at 3:45 a.m. and used a 
bolt cutter to cut the chain locking the garage. They 
left behind two sweaters and a key. One of the two 
went into the first office and searched the desk draw-
ers, presumably looking for information. 

They also tried to enter the other offices, but they 
were surprised by a cell phone alarm going off – the 
phone belonged to Oscar, a Sembrandopaz volunteer 
who was in the office. The noise alerted the men and 
one of them backed up and bumped into Oscar who 
he hit and fought with. Finally, the two intruders ran 
away. This is the first time a break-in of this type has 
occurred at the Sembrandopaz office. 

The effects of the armed conflict are felt in Sincelejo, 
especially through victims of displacement. With five 
murders in less than four months, the homicide rate 
is high in comparison with other municipalities in 
Sucre. There is also a high rate of armed robberies. 
Sincelejo also has a high unemployment-rate and 
criminal gangs are a problem, particularly in low-
income neighborhoods. Sincelejo is home to some 
100 of the 300 demobilized AUC paramilitaries in 
Sucre, and we have witnessed a worrisome trend of 
violence, apparently related to settling internal dis-
putes, amongst that population.

Victims: Planting Seeds of Peace 
Association (Sembrandopaz)
Date: December 16, 2007 
Location: Sincelejo, Sucre 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

The Planting Seeds of Peace Association (Semb-
randopaz) is a non-profit, non-partisan organization 
based in the city of Sincelejo. It was created in 2005, 
due to the need for an institution to facilitate the work 
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The man said, ‘Who is that boy?’ I told him he was 
my son and then he said to me, ‘Take good care of 
him because I’m the person in charge of this region. 
Plus, I supervise things and if I see him in the street at 
night I’ll kill him. Just let him go out late at night and 
see if I don’t kill him. And you be careful going to the 
police about me because you’ll have problems with 
me then. I’m a paramilitary.’ Four days later he came 
back telling me that I had gone to the police. I told 
him I didn’t know what he was talking about. Thank 
God he hasn’t come back again.”

CASe 82
THREAT

Victims: Cristina Martínez*,  
of the Foursquare Church 
Date: December 28, 2007 
Location: Montería, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Christina* received threats from alleged paramilitar-
ies while she was at home with her family. As told by 
the victim:

—“I was at home when a man on a motorcycle, 
pretending to be a motorcycle taxi driver, arrived. 
He called to me and asked me to give him the re-
volver I had kept for him. I said, ‘What revolver? I 
wasn’t keeping any revolver for you.’ And he said to 
me, ‘Aren’t you the lady who sells fried food on the 
corner?’ I said I didn’t sell fried food and he asked 
me where that lady lived, and I said she lived nearby. 
The man told me to go with him to look for the re-
volver, and I said no because I didn’t have anything 
to do with that and because I didn’t know what his 
intentions were. The man offered me money so that 
I would go with him to look for the gun, but I didn’t 
accept. Right them my son came out of the living 
room and walked by us. 

Victims: Luis Manotas*,  
of the Foursquare Church 
Date: December 28, 2007 
Location: Montería, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Luis* is a member of the Foursquare Church and is 
a teacher in a village in the province of Córdoba. Al-
leged paramilitaries went to his house several times 
in order to force him to sign documents where he ap-
peared as a landowner in Córdoba, which he is not. 
To avoid signing, Luis had to hide at his mother’s 
house for four days. 



6�

CASeS pRIoR to 2007

HOMICIDE

CASe 83
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Cristian* was a 29-year-old flower grower. Alleged 
paramilitaries arrived at the main park in La Ceja, 
where they found Cristian* with a group of friends. 
The armed men ordered them to go home and Cris-
tian* asked why they were being ordered to do so. 
Cristian* left, but a paramilitary stopped him near 
his home, shot him in the stomach and killed him. A 
group of paramilitaries attended his burial to intimi-
date his mother from reporting the crime. 

In 2007, Cristian’s* mother went to the authorities 
to register as a victim under the Justice and Peace 
Law. However, the attorney who met with her did not 
register her as such, because according to the of-
ficial information, “Cristian’s* death was a crime of 
passion.”

CASe 85
HOMICIDE
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Olmer Cuarta Atencia  
and an unidentified person
Date: November 11, 2005 
Location: San Jacinto, Bolivar 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Olmer, age 25, drove a motorcycle taxi. Alleged 
paramilitaries killed him to prevent him from filing a 
report on their murder of one of his friends. Accord-
ing to church members, the paramilitary threw the 
bodies of Olmer and his friend into the Cauca River. 
Years ago, the village was controlled by guerrilla, but 
the area has been occupied by paramilitaries since 
1999. 

CASe 84
HOMICIDE
THREAT

Victims: Cristian Henao* and his mother, 
of the Center of Faith and Hope Church
Date: December 12, 2005 
Location: La Ceja, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: Church leader Giovanni Vallejo 
Rodríguez and his family, of the Christian 
Crusade Church
Date: December 13, 2005 
Location: Orito, Putumayo 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Giovanni, age 22, was a young preacher who first 
worked in the Christian Crusade Church of La Do-
rada, Putumayo and later at the church in Orito, Pu-
tumayo. 
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One morning, alleged paramilitaries approached him 
on a motorcycle, took him against his will and killed 
him. The killers threw his body into the Orito River, 
where a fisherman found it and informed the police. 
His family now faces financial difficulties.

CASe 86
HOMICIDE

Victims: Luis Aguirre,  
of the Pentecostal Church
Date: January 1, 2006 
Location: Puerto Caicedo, Putumayo 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Luis was a 35-year-old farmer. Since he refused to 
pay the “vaccine” (protection payment) demanded of 
him, alleged FARC members threatened him to force 
him off his farm. In 2006, guerrillas took him forcibly 
from his farm. After beating him, they shot him in the 
head and killed him.

CASe 87
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE
HOMICIDE

Victims: Jesús Vega Muñoz
Date: March 1, 2006 
Location: Putumayo
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Jesús Vega was a campesino farmer. In order to steal 
a motorcycle and some money from him, alleged 
guerrilla members pulled him off the road and shot 
him six times. 

CASe 88
HOMICIDE

Victims: Pastor Carlos Arroyabe*,  
of the Cornerstone Mission
Date: March 15, 2006 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

Carlos,* a pastor, was married with two children. He 
was killed outside his home by men on a motorcycle. 
The pastor’s wife tells the story:

—“I left home with my husband in our car - he left 
me at work and went to see a church member to ask 
him to pick up our five-year-old son at school. When 
he arrived home, two men on a motorcycle shot him 
seven times in the head, a black man riding behind 
shot him and a white man was driving.”

Thirteen days prior, alleged paramilitaries had killed 
another pastor (see Case 35 Report 1). Due to these 
killings there were several meetings with the police 
and the Buenaventura Mayor’s office, however, the 
investigation hasn’t born any results. 



�0

CASe 89
HOMICIDE
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Deysi López Jaramillo, Daired 
Dávila López, Jean Pier Dávila López, José 
Johan López and José Andrés Galván López, 
of the Christian Church
Date: July 31, 2006 
Location: Tibú, Norte de Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Deysi, age 36, is a widow and the mother of five chil-
dren. Alleged paramilitaries killed her husband and 
so she and her family were forcibly displaced. As the 
victim reported:

—“My husband left for work and never came back, 
so I went to look for him. I found his partially de-
compposed body four days later. I had to wrap him in 
black plastic bags to be able to bury him. Then I was 
forced to displace with my children and my baby who 
is 3 months old.” 

CASe 90
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and Camilo Molina Rueda,  
of the Assemblies of God Church
Date: August 4, 2006 
Location: Bucarasica, Norte de Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrilla

Miriam, age 55, is a widow and the mother of four 
children. She was forcibly displaced with her family 
after the guerrilla killed her husband. As she reported:

—“Some heavily armed men arrived and killed my 
husband and told me they would give me an hour to 
leave with my children and take the body. They said 
they killed him because they wanted our farm. My 
husband resisted and they killed him.”

CASe 91
HOMICIDE

Victims: Mariano Fontalvo*,  
of the Christian Church
Date: October 25, 2006 
Location: Sincelejo, Sucre 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: Miriam Rueda Barrera, Shirley 
Rueda, Briyid Molina Rueda, Nelson Rueda 

Mariano* was married and working as an indepen-
dent consultant when his brother Julián* was disap-
peared (see the following case). Mariano* tried to 
find him. Persistant inquiring led him to operations 
of the urban paramilitaries in Sincelejo and Sucre, 
however, Mariano did not learn anything about his 
brother specifically. 
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On October 25, 2006, Mariano* received a phone 
call instructing him to meet with informants in a park 
in Sincelejo because they had information he needed 
and they were going to give him authorization to talk 
to his brother.

After telling people that he might have found his 
brother, Mariano* went to the park, where an assas-
sin on a motorcycle killed him and fled. 

In less than two months, the Montalvo* family had to 
endure an arbitrary arrest, a homicide, a disappear-
ance and threats (see Case 115). 

DISAPPEARANCE

CASe 92
DISAPPEARANCE

Victims: Julián Fontalvo*,  
of the Christian Church
Date: September 18, 2006 
Location: Coveñas, Sucre 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

They told him that they wanted to talk to him, to ask him 
for a “piece” of the contract he was carrying out in Cov-
eñas. They indicated that nothing was going to hap-
pen and he would be able to return the same day after 
the meeting. Julián* called his brother, wife and father 
and told them what was happening, assuring them he 
would soon be in Sincelejo, but he never returned. He 
disappeared that day and there has been no proof of life 
or other information. While searching for him, Julián’s* 
brother was killed (see the previous case) and his fam-
ily has been threatened (see Case 115). 

INJURY

CASe 93
ILLEGAL MEANS AND METHODS OF WARFARE
INJURY

Julián* was married and worked on public civil engi-
neering projects in Sucre. He was in charge of work 
on the Coveñas aqueduct and, during a trip to Carta-
gena to get supplies, he was approached by people 
who said he had to go with them to meet the para-
military commanders of Bolívar and Sucre. 

Victims: Church leader Suseiby Morales 
Henao, of the Global Missionary  
Movement Church
Date: June 19, 2005 
Location: Saravena, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Suseiby, age 19, is a pharmacy student, Sunday 
school superintendent and a member of a praise 
group at his church. Alleged FARC guerrillas blew up 
an improvised explosive device in an attack against 
an Army Patrol. Suseiby was nearby with another 
young man. As the victim reported:
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—“Suddenly, a bomb went off, barely two meters 
away from me. I didn’t know what had happened at 
the time. I ran away to take refuge and when I realized 
Beimar wasn’t with me anymore, I went back to look 
for him and I found him sitting down, bleeding. The 
next day I began to feel the impact of the explosion, 
I had pain in my head and I vomited blood. Among 
other things I heard a constant noise. I’m still a victim 
of the attack because I’m still having problems with 
my head.”

CASe 94
TORTURE
THREAT
INJURY
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Rubén Pereira*, his wife,  
father-in-law and family
Date: June 10, 2006 
Location: Tibú, Norte de Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: ELN

in-law, who was the owner, had gone fishing at the 
river with a neighbor. My brother and brother-in-law, 
who had gone out to get water, overheard what the 
commander said and was able to go, unseen, and 
tell my father-in-law. Right then, my mother-in-law 
came out and said, ‘What’s going on? Relax.’ The 
commander said, ‘No relaxing! Everybody here is 
going to die if you don’t tell me where that guy is. 
His name is Edgar? You – what do you know about 
that paramilitary?’ My mother-in-law replied, ‘He is 
my husband and he is not a paramilitary. We are just 
campesinos. Come in if you want and see how we 
live. Please, in the name of God, don’t do anything 
to us,’ she begged them, crying. He said, ‘No ‘God,’ 
I don’t believe in God, I only believe in this gun I’m 
carrying…Look, lady, we’re from the Cacua Warrior 
Front of the ELN and we’re here to settle accounts 
with your husband. He refused to pay the ‘vaccine’ 
when we asked for it, so he better show up. Tell 
me where he is!’ he yelled, using vulgar words. Two 
men and a woman came in to search the farm, turn-
ing over beds and furniture. Afterwards, they tied 
me to a tree and hit me with a rifle. One of the blows 
broke a tendon in my knee and I’ve had to have 
treatment several times.”

These events happened after the paramilitary demo-
bilization in Santander and four months after the ELN 
guerrillas demanded payment from Edgar, Rubén’s 
father-in-law, for “the reestablishment of the revolu-
tion” (see Case 77). 

Rubén* is a 23-years-old campesino farmer. Two 
women and seven men who identified themselves as 
ELN members arrived at the farm where Rubén* and 
his wife worked. They threatened to kill his father-in-
law for refusing to pay protection payments to the 
group. As the victim reported:

—“The commander asked me and my wife where 
the owner of the farm was. At that time my father-
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Judit* still has a scar on her neck. She and her fam-
ily were forced to displace on October 31 to another 
neighborhood in Bogotá. The threats against her 
family have continued (see Case 41). 

CASe 96
INJURY

Victims: Judit Sánchez*, her husband, her 
two daughters, two sons, and her sons and 
daughters in-law, of the Mennonite Church
Date: October 13, 2006 
Location: Bogotá 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: Alejandro*,  
of the Interamerican Church of Colombia
Date: October 21, 2006 
Location: Medellín, Antioquia
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Judit* and her family have been forcibly displaced 
on several occasions (see Case 112) and currently 
attend a Mennonite Church. Alleged paramilitaries 
attempted to kill her. As Judit reported:

—“They grabbed me from behind and put a knife 
to my throat and said, ‘We finally found these ‘toads’ 
[slang for informant], their time is up’ and then they 
tried to force me to get into a pickup truck. In my 
desperation, I started yelling for help like crazy and I 
struggled and wouldn’t let them put me into the truck, 
because I knew if they did it would all be over. Think-
ing about my children made me fight for my life. All 
my yelling made my sister and nieces come out of 
the house. Then the men threw me to the ground and 
I felt pain in my neck. The men fled in their white 
double cab pickup truck. I was on the ground, bleed-
ing from my neck. My family got medical help im-
mediately.”

Alejandro*, age 18, lives in the neighborhood of 
Pedegral, in Comuna 13 in Medellin. It is public 
knowledge that the area has been under paramilitary 
control of alias “Don Berna” since Operation Orion 
in October of 2002. The paramilitaries have imposed 
a 6:00 p.m. curfew for residents shutting down all 
commerce after that hour. 

On October 21, 2006, Alejandro* and a group of 
friends were so concentrated on a card game that 
they lost track of time and forgot about the curfew. 
Paramilitaries arrived and began shooting indiscrim-
inately at the group. One young man was killed and 
the rest were wounded, including Alejandro, who had 
five bullet wounds in his body. 

Alejandro* has not reported the crime to the authori-
ties for fear of reprisals. As a result of the gunshots, 
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one of his arms is seriously injured and now, a year 
later, he still cannot do simple, daily activities, such 
as washing the arm, without great pain. 

TORTURE

CASe 97
KIDNAPPING AND HOSTAGE-TAKING
TORTURE
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Felipe Centeno*, his wife, son, 
daughter and sister-in-law, of the Mennonite 
Church
Date: July 8, 2004 
Location: Cali, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

on several occasions. Likewise, it is believed that 
the same group killed Felipe’s* wife’s cousin. The 
threats have continued in 2007 (see Case 75).

CASe 98
TORTURE
ARBITRARY DETENTION
THREAT
RECRUITMENT OF MINORS AND 
CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS

Victims: Johan Manuel Linares 
Date: December 10, 2006 
Location: Barbosa, Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Army

Felipe*, age 37, is married and the father of two chil-
dren, ages 9 and 15. Alleged guerrillas threatened him 
with guns to force him into a car. As Felipe* reported:

—“I was tortured and beaten. They pointed their 
guns at me and demanded that I tell them where my 
sister-in-law was. They left me in the mountains of 
Pance after five days.”

Later, Felipe* and his family continued to be ha-
rassed and threatened by alleged FARC guerrillas, 
which has resulted in their forced displacement 

Johan Manuel is a student and church leader. He was 
detained near his home by soldiers of the Galán Bat-
talion, under the command of 3rd Corporal Duarte, in 
order to force him into military service. 

Johan carried a document given to him by the secre-
tary of the government of Barbosa, Santander, which 
stated that, as his older brother had already served 
in the police force, they could not, by law, recruit 
another member of the same family. The young man 
was in seventh grade at the time and, as his brother 
was a police officer, he had taken on many family 
responsibilities. 

Corporal Duarte ignored the document and took the 
young man by force. That same day they took him to 
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Other soldiers also tried to find reasons to punish 
him, including accusing him of stealing. 

After much effort, his petition to be recognized as a 
conscientious objector was finally successful. How-
ever, Johan still had to pay a fee to receive his “mili-
tary identification card,” which young men in Colom-
bia must carry to prove they have completed their 
military service. Johan spent nearly 100 days in the 
military yet he did not receive any compensation for 
the violation of his right to conscientious objection. 

ATTEMPTED MURDER

CASe 99
THREAT
ATTEMPTED MURDER
DISPLACEMENT

the Galán Battalion in Socorro, Santander. Johan told 
them that his religious principles did not permit war 
or the use of guns to kill people and he explained 
that his parents were pastors in a church and that he 
was a leader in “God’s work.” According to the case 
report, at that moment 2nd Corporal Largo Ríos, in 
charge of training, began psychologically and ver-
bally attacking and insulting Johan. 

In front of others, the Corporal said vulgar things 
about Johan and his religious beliefs. Johan was 
repeatedly left for whole days without food “just be-
cause he was a [non-Catholic] Christian.” They also 
pressured him and tried to provoke him so that they 
would have a reason to punish him. Once, when Jo-
han said he did not want to fire a gun, Corporal Largo 
Rios threatened to lock him up in a cell. 

Others also humiliated Johan. Sub-Lieutenant Blan-
co Sumaqué made everyone pray the Hail Mary, but 
Johan asked to be excused from the Catholic ritual. 
Blanco Sumaqué hit him five times on the rib cage 
and yelled that he would “pray no matter what” and 
forced him to do to so. 

Another time, while in line with 600 young soldiers, 
Johan was singled out and humiliated by Sub-Lieu-
tenant Gómez. When Johan asked why he was being 
targeted, Gómez made him run laps around a field. 
The same man made fun of Johan when the order 
was received for him to leave the military service. 

Victims: Pastor Eusebio Obando*,  
Florinda de Obando*, and their son,  
of the Christian Church 
Date: March 20, 2005 
Location: Medellín, Antioquia
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Eusebio,* 34 years old, is married to Florinda* and 
the father of two. He was a pastor in the neighbor-
hood of Carpinelo, in Comuna 13 of Medellín. He 
worked with displaced families both in his church 
and neighborhood. 
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A group of alleged paramilitaries threatened him 
and his family, forbidding them from continuing 
their working with displaced people and in his other 
pastoral duties. On March 20, 2005, a group of men 
who identified themselves as , AUC, arrived at the 
pastor’s house looking to kill him. 

He and his family can’t explain how they managed 
to escape unharmed from the attempted murder. The 
event forcibly displaced Eusebio and his family from 
Medellín. Currently they are facing financial difficul-
ties and they want to return home to Medellín. 

In 2005, the national and local governments managed 
to capture and expel FARC and ELN urban guerrilla 
commanders from Comuna 13, where they had main-
tained a strong presence. After the urban guerrillas were 
defeated, a group of paramilitaries that had previously 
clashed with the guerrillas over territory took control 
of the area. Despite the national level paramilitary de-
mobilizations, which included the urban paramilitaries 
run by alias “Don Berna,” the local government has 
recognized the permanent presence of an emergent 
paramilitary group known as the Black Eagles.

CASe 100
THREAT
ATTEMPTED MURDER
DISPLACEMENT

Date: January 1, 2006 
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: Pastor Idalberto Rodríguez*,  
of the Temple of Bethlehem Evangelical 
Church
Date: March 16, 2006 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrilla

Victims: Pastor Enilsa Carballo and  
her three children, of the Interamerican 
Church  of Colombia

Pastor Enilsa is the mother of three and pastors an 
Interamerican Church. Her husband, Aurelio, is in jail 
due to an arbitrary arrest. While Aurelio was impris-
oned, he received threats from paramilitaries to force 
him to plead guilty to his charge and not report the 
paramilitaries. They told him they would kill Enilsa 
and their children if he did not obey. 

A few days after these threats, a group of men ha-
rassed and threatened Enilsa. Likewise, on two other 
occasions they chased her with a motorcycle and, on 
another occasion, attempted to force her into a car. 
Due to this, she and her children were forcibly dis-
placed in January, 2006. (See Case 42 (this report) 
and Case 74, Report 2) 

CASe 101
ATTEMPTED MURDER
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT
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Idalberto,* age 37, is a pastor and is married with 
two children. Some guerrilla members tried to kill 
him and so he was forced to displace. According to 
the victim:

—“I was at home, all day, praying, because I was 
in great pain about some pastors who had been 
killed. When it was time for the church service, a 
sister told me her daughter had to tell me some-
thing. The girl was crying and said, ‘When you were 
arriving there were two people behind you and one 
said to the other, ‘Kill him,’ and the other said, ‘No, I 
can’t right now.”

We called the Police and they surrounded the area. 
Due to this, I had to leave the church and the city 
for two months. Eventually, I realized that one of the 
young men who went to the church was a militant 
– he had asked about me before this happened be-
cause he wanted to know my telephone number and 
things like that.”

CASe 102
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Sara*, who assisted the Attorney General’s office 
catching a member of the paramilitaries know as 
“Libardo,” has received death threats against her 
and her family from alleged paramilitaries in Barran-
quilla. The threats occurred after Sara* reported that 
the armed group had asked her to make uniforms for 
them. As a consequence, on August 21, 2002, she 
and her family were forcibly displaced. These threats 
have continued in the different places of relocation 
(see Case 26). 
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Victims: Sara Montero*, Elisa Montero*, 
Cornelio Luque*, Susana Luque*, and  
David Luque*, of the Mennonite Church
Date: April 24, 2004 
Location: Barranquilla, Atlántico 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: José Domingo Guejía, his wife  
and their seven children
Date: January 1, 2005 
Location: Toribio, Cauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrilla

José Domingo Guejía, his wife and their seven chil-
dren were displaced by the guerrilla. As the victim 
reported:

—“My family and I were displaced because of the 
guerrilla and we didn’t receive help or shelter. I re-
ported the injustice to the indigenous council of To-
ribio (Cauca), because they favor some people over 
others [in giving out assistance]. Driven by the need 
to get food and medicine for my family, I went to the 
municipality of Piendamó (Cauca) where I lived for a 
year and half. I got help from the Mayor’s office for 
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food and medicines. Because work was so scarce, on 
November 17, 2006, I left for Puerto Asís.” 
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Victims: Nelly and Tomás,  
of the Christian Church
Date: January 1, 2005 
Location: Urrao, Antioquia 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

Nelly and Tomás are members of a Christian family 
that has been harassed by the FARC. Due to several 
thefts and threats, in June of 2005 they had to leave 
their coffee farm and were displaced to the munici-
pality of Urrao. 
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Victims: Rubén Pereira* and his family
Date: January 7, 2005 
Location: Tibú, Norte de Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries - Army

well as bombings carried out by the Army. The vic-
tim tells about the bombings (grenades thrown from 
helicopters):

—“They took place with the excuse that they were 
attacking FARC guerrillas who were trying to get into 
the area, without taking into account that the attacks 
were affecting campesinos and civilians who had 
nothing to do with the armed conflict. Many times 
they killed campesinos with those attacks from heli-
copters” (see Case 77). 
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Victims: Omar Piñón*, Luz Piñón* and 
Gonzalo Piñón*, of the Mennonite Church
Date: January 30, 2005 
Location: Florencia, Caquetá 

Alleged Perpetrators: Guerrilla

Omar* is a community leader, and is married with 
a family. Alleged guerrillas entered the liquor store 
where he and his nephew Gonzalo* worked and they 
forced Omar* to go with them. They reproached him 
for not having quit his position on the Community 
Council. Along with insulting him, they told him he 
had been declared a “military target” and he had 24 
hours to leave the city. After reporting this, Omar* 
and his family were displaced to another city. 

Rubén* is a 27-year-old, married, campesino farmer. 
On January 7, 2005, he and his family were forcibly 
displaced by threats from alleged paramilitaries, as 
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Victims: Javier Naranjo, Carolina Naranjo, 
Andrés Felipe Naranjo, Andrea Johana 
Naranjo, María Victoria Naranjo, and human 
rights defebder Zulima Naranjo, of the 
Christian Church 
Date: April 1, 2005 
Location: Villamaría, Caldas 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Zulima, age 47, is a community and church leader 
and the mother of four. She and her children were 
forcibly displaced when alleged paramilitaries threat-
ened them. As Zulima reports:

—“We hired a 21-year-old man and he knew when 
we came and went, and he, along with some para-
militaries, decided to threaten me by phone. When I 
didn’t do what they wanted, they started following my 
children and threatening them. My house was marked 
with signs that said ‘military target.’ This is because 
I didn’t want to cooperate with them and because of 
my work with displaced families.”
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Church of Colombia
Date: September 10, 2005 
Location: Medellín, Antioquia
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Andrade*, age 42, is married and the father of two. 
He arrived at the Las Playitas neighborhood in Me-
dellín as part of an evangelism group from the Intera-
merican Mission and, after a time, was able to open 
a church. 

A group of heavily armed men who presented them-
selves as paramilitaries entered the church and, 
without any explanation, gave the pastor two hours 
to leave the neighborhood and the community. For 
security reasons, Andrade* has left the city.

The Las Playitas neighborhood is in a vulnerable area 
and is mostly made up displaced and poor families, 
susceptible to threat by armed actors, in this case, 
paramilitaries under orders from alias “Don Berna.”
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Victims: Pastor Rogelia Buelvas* 
 and her seven children, of the Christian 
Missionary Alliance Church
Date: March 1, 2006 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: Pastor Andrade Silva*, his wife 
and their two children, of the Interamerican 
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Now we are internally displaced in the city. In the 
neighborhood where we own a house there is para-
military presence so we can’t go back there. We’ve 
never been able to go back because the houses 
around ours were destroyed and the ‘paras’ came in. 
It hurts because it was my husband’s life’s work and 
now I can’t enjoy it.”

It is believed all of these events were caused by the 
AUC who also murdered Rogelia’s husband. 
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Rogelia* is a pastor of the Christian Missionary Al-
liance Church; a widow, she is the mother of seven. 
On March 2, 2006, her husband was killed (docu-
mented in the first report) which forced her and her 
family to displace to the city of Armenia. As the vic-
tim explained: 

—“They began to look for us. One day my kids 
were in school and some men arrived asking for 
people from Buenaventura who were taking refuge 
there – that is, us. So, the guard went in and told 
my children not to come out because people were 
looking for them. Then the man went to a vehicle 
on the corner and left. That was in March. Then, in 
June, we returned to Buenaventura. Here they were 
also looking for me and asking about us. We kept the 
church closed and the times they came asking for 
me, I wasn’t there. A man asked for the pastor and 
since I didn’t come out he left, angry. They have even 
come looking for me at my house. One day, a girl told 
me not to go out because there was a lady who had 
been asking for me along the whole block. 

Since then we’ve had worship services behind 
closed doors. In the beginning, when they killed my 
husband, they started calling to say that they there 
were others yet to be killed, people like Martín, the 
co-pastor of the church, and everyone who is like our 
family. That is why we are here, scared, and I don’t 
like to go out alone. We live near the church and we 
don’t go anywhere besides the church and home. 

Victims: Luis Uribe Chávez and Gedi Díaz,  
of the Foursquare Church
Date: March 3, 2006 
Location: Curumaní, Cesar 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Luis, age 65, is married and has a son. He was forc-
ibly displaced by threats from alleged paramilitaries. 
As told by Luis:

—“One afternoon I was going to work and, sud-
denly, a car came around the corner and someone 
asked if I was Luis Uribe. I said I was. They told me 
they were giving me 48 hours to get out of town, so 
I ran away. In the town at that time there were many 
murders, which made me afraid. It was so bad that 
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sometimes there were nauseating smells in town 
because there were so many massacres that they 
tossed the bodies in the sewers where they were 
found weeks later.”

CASe 111
THREAT
DISPLACEMENT

Victims: Rosalba Contreras Albarracín, 
Javier Alexi Mendoza Ortega, Mileny 
Mendoza Contreras, Yosmery Mendoza 
Contreras, Ferney Antonio Alvarado 
and Damaris Mendoza Contreras, of the 
Assemblies of God Church

Date: March 25, 2006 
Location: Salazar, Norte de 
Santander 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified
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Rosalba, age 31, is married and the mother of four 
children. She was forcibly displaced with her family 
after being threatened by armed men. As the victim 
reported:

—“We were taking care of a house when, sud-
denly, twenty heavily armed men arrived and asked 
us for food and shelter for the night. They said my 
husband had to go with them and that he should 
get ready because on Sunday they would come for 
him, so we decided to flee in the night, before they 
came back.”

Victims: Judit Sánchez*, her husband, 
her two daughters and her two sons, of the 
Mennonite Church
Date: July 18, 2006 
Location: Villanueva, Casanare 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Judit*, age 43, is a nursing assistant, the mother of 
four and a member of the Mennonite Church. She 
was forcibly displaced with her two youngest chil-
dren because alleged paramilitaries threatened to 
come and get her on the El Paraíso farm where she 
worked. Judit’s two older children were sent to Bo-
gotá in 2005 to avoid forced recruitment. 

Judit* suspects that the AUC wants to kill her family 
because they believe that they are all guerrillas from 
La Uribe, the town from which they were originally dis-
placed. Since that time they have been followed and 
Judit has survived attempted murder (see Case 95).

CASe 113
ARBITRARY DETENTION

Victims: Gumersindo Hernández,  
Janet Inestrosa Pacheco, Jasime Hernández 
Hereño, Liliana Hernández Hereño,  
Rafael Hernández Mosquera,  
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Victims: Yolima Castillo Quintero, 
Saúl Sánchez Angarita, Saúl Sánchez 
Castillo, Mayerli Sánchez Castillo and  
Erika Andrea Sánchez Castillo, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: October 5, 2006 
Location: Riohacha, La Guajira 

Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Elizabeth Herreño Lagos, Javier Hernández 
Herreño, Luz Mari Hernández Herreño, 
Elizabeth Hernández Herreño, Edwin, 
Francisco Javier and Wilmer, and seven 
unidentified persons of the Foursquare 
Church 
Date: August 10, 2006 
Location: Fortul, Arauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Police – Attorney 
General’s office

The Police arrested 19 people in the municipality 
of Fortul, in August of 2006. According to those af-
fected, it was an arbitrary detention as they had not 
committed any crime nor did the Police present a 
warrant. According to Juliet, the wife of one of the 
victims:

—“My husband was on a motorcycle with our two 
children – eight and two years old – when members 
of the Army said to him, ‘we’ve been told that you’re 
part of the FARC and that you are recruiting children.’ 
They took him off the motorcycle and hit him in front 
of the children. The Police say that they were yelling at 
him, although he says he didn’t hear anything. He was 
wearing a helmet and it was only when there was the 
sound of shots [that he heard something]. According 
to witnesses, they were shooting directly at him and 
not in the air. He threw himself on the ground.”

This detention happened half a block from his house 
– they beat him, put handcuffs on him and threw him 

into a truck. Juliet, age 30, yelled at one of the po-
licemen and grabbed the other one to ask him to ex-
plain what was happening. “Don’t worry, if there’s not 
a warrant out for his arrest, we’ll let him go. Control 
yourself lady,” the policeman told her. 

Apparently, the Police detained several people that 
day, despite the lack of warrants. They took them to 
the Police station in Fortul and before 11:00 a.m. they 
moved them to the Arauca Battalion where people from 
the Attorney General’s office interrogated each person 
separately. One of the detained remembered that, 
“They asked me if I was a guerrilla. How could that be 
if the guerrillas killed my father 26 years ago?”

The detainees are being charged with being guerril-
las as well as with rebellion and terrorism and were 
moved to the jail in Arauca. Francisco, Wilmer and 
Edwin have been moved to jails in Bogotá.
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Yolima and her husband Saúl worked with their fam-
ily in sales, farming and auto mechanics. At first, the 
guerrilla forced them to provide groceries and veg-
etables and later the paramilitaries threatened them. 
As one victim reported:

—“The guerrilla came to our farm and we had to 
give them things. Then the paramilitaries came and 
threatened us, so we had to flee early in the morning, 
leaving behind our whole life. We, the campesinos, 
are always caught in the conflict. The guerrilla and the 
paramilitaries use us.”
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er’s disappearance. This information cost him his life 
and was now threatening the rest of the family. 

Due to the danger, the family decided to leave Corozal 
and move to another city where they lived until the end 
of January, 2007. Andrés* has not stopped looking for 
and asking about his son Julián* in the municipalities 
throughout the Montes de María region. 

THREAT
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Victims: Andrés Fontalvo*, his wife and 
three children, of the Christian Church
Date: December 5, 2006 
Location: Corozal, Sucre 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Victims: Christ the Center Church
Date: August 1, 2005 
Location: Caloto, Cauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC

The members of the Christ the Center Church were 
threatened by the FARC’s 6th Front and forced to at-
tend a meeting with a person known as “Commander 
Arturo” and eight other guerrillas. 

According to the reports, the guerrillas were angry 
because the church did not follow their order to keep 
watch every night to alert them in case the Army tried 
to take them by surprise. They warned the church 
members that the people who did not agree to serve 
as informants would have to give them boots, flash-
lights, batteries or food. Likewise, they told area 

Andrés* is married and the father of three children. 
In less than three months, one of his children dis-
appeared (see Case 92) and another was murdered 
(see Case 91). 

On December 5, 2006, Andrés* received a telephone 
call threatening to kill his whole family. It appeared 
that Mariano*, Andrés’* murdered son, had uncov-
ered some compromising information on his broth-
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residents that they would “suffer the consequences” 
if they reported the demands to the Public Security 
Forces. 

As a result of these threats and for fear of being 
forced from their land, some members of the church 
kept watch during nearly four months. The church 
also had to change its worship schedule because, 
by order of the guerrilla, no one could be out in the 
street at night. Two weeks after the meeting, the Army 
arrived and the guerrilla stopped harassing them. 
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son suffered a lot and I had a nervous crisis because 
three years ago they killed my sister. I asked the Red 
Cross for help, but sometimes they come when it’s 
already too late. Eventually, my husband came back. 
Only God’s protection has taken care of us.”
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Victims: Zabulón Díaz*, his wife, son,  
and daughter-in-law, of the Christian Church
Date: June 20, 2006 
Location: Puerto Asís, Putumayo 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Zabulón* is married and the father of one child. 
He works in construction and recycling. Alleged 
paramilitaries accused him of being a guerrilla and 
threatened to kill him and his family. According to 
his wife, this is common in the region where they live 
and a number of people have been killed as a result. 
As she tells it:

—“I thought about telling the pastor. Then we prayed 
because we didn’t know what to do. The nights were 
very sad. He [Zabulón] left for several months. My 

Victims: Pastors Germán La Torre,  
Edwin Pineda and Josué Chávez,  
of the Christian Missionary Alliance Church
Date: October 7, 2006 
Location: Puerto Asís, Putumayo 
Alleged Perpetrators: Not Identified

Pastor Josué and his wife have four children, pas-
tor Edwin and his wife have two, and pastor Germán 
and his wife have four children. The three men were 
threatened one Saturday in October, 2006. As it was 
reported:

—“A letter arrived to us that appeared to be written 
in disguised handwriting and it was left in the Alliance 
Church. One of the pastors picked it up, read it, and 
informed the rest of us that the letter said we had 30 
days to leave town. 

Those who were threatened reported the case to 
the Red Cross and other entities and we sent them 
copy of the threatening letter. Thank God, nothing 
happened and the pastors left the area for a few days 
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and then returned to their work. Germán was threat-
ened again in 2007.” (See Case 71)
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there and they tried to suffocate Jaime’s mother. The 
armed men ran away when the rest of the family got 
out of bed. 

According to a neighbor and church member, the 
purpose of the break-in was to cause fear. The com-
munity thought that the Army, which was nearby, 
wanted to know how the community would react to 
the arrival of the Black Eagles and, for that reason, 
pretended to be members of that group. 

During the first few months of 2007, the Indigenous 
Council and the Community Council called a meeting 
with the Army. About 300 people attended, including 
some church members. The community told represen-
tatives of the Army that they knew they were pretending 
to be members of the Black Eagles. Since that meeting, 
this armed group has not appeared in the region. 

Victims: Jaime Gómez* and his mother,  
of the Evangelical Missionary Union 
Church of Colombia (IUMEC)
Date: December 31, 2006 
Location: Toribio, Cauca 
Alleged Perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Jaime,* age 30, is the father of two daughters and an 
active member of his indigenous community and his 
church. At 3:00 a.m., on December 31, people iden-
tified as members of the Black Eagles, entered Jai-
me’s house searching for supposed guerrillas hiding 
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Chapter 3. Seeds of Hope: 
Constructive and alternative proposals 
from the churches

Relief for Cabuyaro

In light of the difficult challenges created by the armed conflict, the Restoration Church, House of Prayer Church, 
Bethesda Church, World Missionary Movement Church and AMIP Missionary Association Church joined to-

gether to address poverty and the humanitarian crisis of displacement in Cabuyaro, Meta.

Since August 15, 2007, they have been developing a “holistic farm” that, with five hectares of land, seeks to offer 
a new opportunity for displaced families. Sixty displaced people, twelve from each of the churches leading the 
initiative, are the direct beneficiaries. They share what they have earned and learned with their respective fami-
lies and communities. They receive training in living in harmony with nature, working the land, improving their 
crops and providing quality food for their households. The project seeks to empower the displaced population to 
achieve self-sufficiency and financial stability.

The churches are in the early stages of an agricultural school and a substitute home for children and older adults 
who do not have basic housing nor adequate family support. Through this project, these churches seek to support 
the most needy people without separating them from friend and community networks.

 Like many towns in Colombia, Cabuyaro has suffered the impact of the armed conflict and the ongoing arrival of im-
poverished displaced families who, uprooted from their homes and jobs, face on-going serious social and economic 
problems. Though they have few economic resources the Protestant and Evangelical churches provide relief to the 
displaced and one of the few support structures for many of the most vulnerable families in Cabuyaro.
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Restoration is Possible

Prison Fellowship International of Colombia is developing a Restorative Justice program in the Bellavista prison, 
in Copacabana, near Medellín, Antioquia. Many political prisoners, including formally demobilized paramilitary, 
are held there. Three hundred and fifty prisoners, their families, former prisoners, victims and relatives participate 
in the program. They have developed “the sycamore tree” methodology which consists of facilitating commu-
nication, including indirect meetings, between victims and aggressors with the help of trained mediators. The 
program includes spiritual formation, through liturgical programs; educational, through a training curricula; and 
social care, including medical care, clothes, toiletries and dental services. 

The methodology works with the convicts – including those responsible for heinous crimes – to recognize the 
damage they have caused. Prison Fellowship International recognizes that in spite of the tremendous efforts 
invested, the process does not meet its stated goals in many cases. Nevertheless,, the organization has increas-
ingly been able to help aggressors experience genuine repentance, confess their crimes, facilitate restoration and 
themselves become peace builders. The victims, in-turn, can often forgive, heal their wounds and be reconciled 
with their victimizers. 

Growing Progress

In March of 2008, the Pentecostal Church Missions Association undertook the development of three vegetable 
gardens and seedbeds for the community of Tame, Arauca. The project’s goals are to generate income for Tame’s 
the most vulnerable families and produce high-quality, affordable, tomatoes, cilantro, lettuce, cucumbers, and 
kidney beans. 

 Initially around fifteen families were able to work and benefit from the vegetables grown. The Secretary of Agri-
culture of Tame is helping to strengthen the program and seek additional participants.

With this project and the goals outlined for the community gardens, churches respond to the poverty and related 
problems like the social decomposition, rising displacement, and growing unemployment that both feed and are 
aggravated by the armed conflict.
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Chapter 4. Reading the Signs of the Times
A look at the numbers

From January 1 to December 31, 2007 we documented 82 cases with a total of 322 violations against 232 
victims. In 2007 we documented 14 more cases, nine more victims and 33 more violations than we did in 

2006. This data shows, once again, that civilians are active targets for all the armed-actors, legal and illegal, in 
the Colombian armed conflict. 

Geographic Location of the Documented Cases

Whereas in 2006 the provinces that registered the highest rate of sociopolitical violence were Arauca (61 cases) 
and Valle del Cauca (46 cases), in 2007 the provinces with the highest number of s were Huila (49 cases), Bo-
gotá (48 cases) and Córdoba (36 cases). Córdoba – the province where the paramilitary demobilization process 
took place – had similar numbers of cases documented in 2006 (39) and 2007 (36). (Graph 1, page 100)

These statistics are like magnifying glasses that enable us to see more clearly the reality in each location. To 
some degree the rise and fall in the number of cases documented in a given area is proportional to the amount of 
resources that the churches can allot to the documentation of human rights abuses. 
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The churches that registered the highest number of victims were the Christ the Center Church (45), the Men-
nonite Church (41) and the Interamerican Church (21). The biggest change in comparison to 2006 was reg-
istered with the Pentecostal and United Pentecostal Church that documented 51 cases in 2007 and 27 cases 
in 2007.12 (Graph 5, page 101)

Demographics of the Victims

The reduction of unknown information about victims in comparison to past years shows an improvement in our 
documentation capacity. 

UNKNoWN StAtIStICS 2006 2007

Social Sector 76% 68%

Sex 29% 8.4%

Age Range 55% 24%

Church 50% 26.7%

Again in 2007 the social sector with the most victims is small scale farmers (16%), followed by indigenous 
(4.4%). Young adults (26-45 years old) are the age range with the most victims (27%) followed by children (0-
15 years old; 24.5%) which is similar to 2006. In dividing the victims according to sex we find that the number 
of female victims rose from 85 in 2006 to 124 in 2007, while the number of male victims rose from 113 to 171. 
(Graphs 2 and 3, page 100, and Graph 4, page 101)

12 A Pentecostal pastor active in documentation coordination in Arauca began to receive death threats and ceased documentation activities.
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Alleged Perpetrators

The 2007 alleged perpetrator category is divided into four groups, with paramilitaries responsible for 133 viola-
tions, followed by guerrillas with 121 violations, then Public Security Forces with 36 violations and lastly 33 
violations where the aggressor is unknown.  Twice as many victims reported the perpetrators as unknown in 2007 
compared with 2006. (Graph 6, page 102)

CINEP’s13 2007 Data Bank registered an increase in the number of human rights violations by the guerrillas (210) 
in 2007.  Like CINEP we documented an increased number of violations by the Public Security Forces (from 28 
to 36).  Like CINEP’s Data Bank, we also registered an increase in the number of violations by the paramilitaries 
(700 reported by CINEP). (Graph 11, page 103)

2006 2007

Public Security Forces 28 36

Paramilitaries 131 133

Guerrillas 126 121

Unknown 15 33

Violations

We registered more violations in October than any other month in 2007 (45). For all of 2007 we registered 141 
threats, 61 from guerrilla groups, 84 from paramilitary groups, and 13 from Public Security Forces, with the re-
maining threats being attributed to unknown perpetrators. (Graph 8, page 102)

13 Total number of human rights violations on a national level, by alleged perpetrator, according to the CINEP Data Bank.
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Though there were decreases in some violations, such as torture (from 6 to 4), displacement, from (103 to 96), 
attempted murder (10 to 2) and disappearances (2 to 1), the frequency of sexual violence14 and the use of illegal 
means and methods of warfare stayed the same. The frequency of the remaining categories increased. We saw an 
alarming rise in the number of homicides (from 16 to 26), arbitrary detentions (from 2 to 8), the use of human 
shields (from 1 to 5), threats (from 158 to 171) and kidnapping (from 0 to 3). (Graph 9, page 102)

Victims of the Guerrilla

In spite of a slight decrease in violations attributed to the guerilla (from 126 in 2006 to 121 in 2007), we regis-
tered an increase in the number of homicides (11), attempted homicides (2), torture (1), displacement (42) and 
kidnapping (2). In comparison according to CINEP (which does not document displacement) guerrilla groups 
committed 60 homicides, five acts of torture and 19 kidnappings in 2007. (Graphs 6 and 7, page 102)

According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNHCHR): “Different agencies, including 
the Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia (MAPP/OEA), have reported guerrilla activity in areas that 
were previously under (now-demobilized) paramilitary control.

The following homicides were attributed to guerrilla groups in 2007:

• Pedro Rios*, assassinated on May 4 for not paying extortion to the FARC (Case 8).

• Udiel Mendoza Agumeda, assassinated by the FARC on May 8 for being suspected of being an 
informant (Case 9).

• Two missionaries, assassinated on June 10 for unknowingly disregarding a FARC order that no one 
leave the town they were in (Case 11).

14 We believe, as the Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office has stated, that there are no documented cases of sexual abuse against women not be-
cause they don’t occur, but rather because victims fear of being stigmatized or “blamed for the violation” and so do not report the crimes. 
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• David Diaz* and Blanca Torres*, assassinated June 15 for not informing the guerrilla of local Army 
operations (Case 12).

• Pastor Abimael N., assasinated on June 18 by the ELN for leading religious services in FARC terri-
tory (Case 13).

• Pastors Humberto Méndez and Joel Cruz García, assassinated July 5 accused of being informants. 
Days prior to their assassination the Army had arrived and camped near the church (Cases 15, 16, 
54).

• Juan Martínez, assassinated September 30 in Tierralta, Córdoba. Just a few days prior to his assas-
sination he had reported the location of a guerrilla camp to the police (Case19).

• Mauricio Alcalá*, assassinated November 30 accused of being an informant (Case 22). 

The illegal use of landmines and traps by the guerrilla has also claimed the lives of Protestant and Evangelical 
Christians in Colombia like Yasmín Hurtado* who died on May 1 after a dog detonated a landmine apparently 
planted by the guerrilla (Case 7).

Ongoing Paramilitary Operations

In 2007 we documented nine homicides, one case of torture, two injuries, 84 threats, one forced disappearance, 
33 forced displacements, one hostage-taking, one forced recruitment and one case of use of illegal means and 
methods of warfare by the paramilitaries. (Graph 6, page 102)

In regards to the “demobilization,” Human Rights Watch states: “The OAS Mission to Support the Peace Process 
in Colombia, which is responsible for verifying the paramilitary demobilization, reported on three types of para-
military groups in 2007, new groups, rearmed groups and those who never demobilized.”15 

15 Human Rights Watch Colombia. 2007 Events. http://hrw.org/spanish/docs/2008/01/31/colomb17910.htm
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The Interamerican Human Rights Commission also reported many concerns about the paramilitaries in 2007. 
Ties between paramilitaries and the Colombian Armed Forces is presumed in the following cases:

• On February 17 Pastor Rosendo Romero was threatened by alleged paramilitaries and police who 
were observed traveling in a paramilitary leaders vehicle later that night (Case 61). 

• Possible collusion through omission by the Attorney General’s Office (Case 73).

Likewise numerous documented cases suggest a permissive attitude by the Colombian State in regards to theft, 
threats and assassinations (see Case 5, Case 43 and Case 57). In some cases their interest in economic and 
territorial control is evident. This can be seen in the following cases: 

• The assassination of Simón*, registered on February 1, connected with the displacement of his 
wife, family members which occurred because the alleged perpetrators wanted 700 hectares of 
land (Case 3). 

• The February 18 Case where Andrea* was threatened and displaced in order to force her to sell her 
land to paramilitaries (Case 62). 

• The July 20 case where Eduardo Pérez* was threatened so that he would not open a new transpor-
tation business (Case 70). 

• Freddy Ortiz, who was assassinated on August 5, for possibly refusing to pay extortion money 
(Case 17). 

• Lili* who was harassed on September 10, because of interest in her family’s farm (Case 73). 

• The extortion of Luis Eduardo on October 17 (Case 47).
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• Luis Manotas*, threatened on December 28, to pressure him to act as a shadow-owner for purchas-
ing property (Case 82).

• Rubén Pereira* and his family who were threatened by paramilitaries who sought to accumulate 
land on which to plant African palm, registered November 3 (Case 77).

The paramilitaries maintain economic and political control of major portions of Colombia through terror, impu-
nity, drug trafficking, and reported collusion with the Public Security Forces of Colombia. In this report we find 
cases that demonstrate the continued political control of paramilitaries:

• The assassination of Óscar Alberto Henao (Case 1) who was a Community Council leader in a 
community in Manizales. 

• Community leader Leonel Guzmán’s* disappearance (Case 25). 

• Displaced leader Antonio Benítez’s* execution on January 28 (Case 2).

• The paramilitary threats led by “Commander 08”, with Police collusion, against Rosendo Romero 
on February 17 (Case 61).

• The threats made by “Commander 08”, on October 4 against Martha Cecilia Méndez due to her 
church leadership and role as a community mediator (Case 76).

• The threats against Pastor Bernardo Martínez*, March 25 (Case 65).

• The threats against Joel García Sánchez* for being the relative of a leader of displaced persons, 
May 30 (Case 41).
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Extrajudicial Executions, Arbitrary Detentions and Other Public  
Security Forces Violations

We registered an increase, in comparison to 2006, in the violations attributed to the Colombian Public Security 
Forces. Of the 36 violations, two were extrajudicial executions presented as false positives, civilians killed by the 
military, dressed in military fatigues and presented as guerrillas killed in combat. According to CINEP’s 2007 
statistics, the Colombian Armed Forces were responsible for 1456 violations, 582 of which were homicides, 132 
presented as false positives. (Graph 10, page 103)

We documented the following two cases of false positives:

* Andrés*, assassinated on June 29 in Caquetá, his body was presented in a press conference at the 
Army’s 12th Brigade as a member of the FARC’s 42nd Front.

* José Ulises Martínez Medina was reported by the Amry as a guerrilla killed in combat in Boyacá, 
near Sogamoso, on October 1st. The family was told a military court was handling his case.

We documented eight cases of arbitrary detentions by state forces in 2007. CINEP documented 430. The increase 
in arbitrary detentions that we documented in 2007 (from 2 in 2006 to 8 in 2007) follows the national trend as 
documented by CINEP (from 306 in 2006 to 430 in 2007). Likewise, the rise in the number of false positives 
(from 1 in 2006 to 2 in 2007) also follows the national trend.

The increase in extrajudicial executions as well as the persecution and assassinations of labor leaders have be-
come flashpoints in Colombia. “In April 2007, the US Congress froze $55 million of military aid over concerns 
about the increase in complaints of extrajudicial executions by the Army, as well as the lack of sufficient progress 
in reducing the rate of impunity in cases of military/paramilitary collusion.16

16 Human Rights Watch. Colombia. Eventos de 2007. http://hrw.org/spanish/docs/2008/01/31/colomb17910.htm
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We documented the following three cases of arbitrary detentions:

* Mario Castro Díaz was detained and arbitrarily charged with rebellion on May 15 in Colosó, Sucre. 
Mario has been unjustly held in jail since 2004, being released once for a brief time (Case 39).

* Antonio Contreras and four members of his family were detained, without an arrest warrant on April 
10 for allegedly being guerrilla informants and accomplices. Antonio was tortured while detained 
(Case 27).

* Adrián Alonso was detained for several hours, tortured and later freed on February 17 nears San 
José de Apartadó (Case 28). 

* Aurelio Ramos has been arbitrarily and unjustly detained since 2005 after being falsely accused of 
drug trafficking by paramilitaries (Case 42).

Additional violations committed by state forces include: two cases of torture (Case 27 and Case 28), five cases 
of human shields, five forced displacements and 13 threats. The case of religious intolerance lead to forced 
displacement due to a court ruling in favor of traditional indigenous leaders, discriminating against Christian 
indigenous. 
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All information contained in the following graphs reflects Justapaz and CRVP 2007 documentation findings unless 
otherwise noted.
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Chapter 5. Recommendations

Based on international human rights standards, we make the following recommendations to ensure non-
repetition of violations against Protestant and Evangelical churches and their communities and a lasting 

peace with justice in Colombia. 

To the Colombian Government:

1. Respect the pastoral and humanitarian work of churches proclaiming peace through dialogue with 
armed groups.

2. Convene entities such as the National Peace Council and Regional Peace Councils that were created 
by Colombian law to advise on peace issues on local, regional and national levels.

3. Adopt and implement a process to defend and promote the rights of victims to truth, justice and 
inclusive and holistic reparations as well as the right to non-repetition of violence as indicated in in-
ternational human rights standards and International Humanitarian Law. Adopt measures to ensure the 
security and protection of victims as well as their participation in public hearings incorporated in the 
legal proceedings against human rights violators. 

4. Unequivocally support the investigations and prosecutions not only of paramilitary leaders, but also 
their accomplices in government entities and the Armed Forces as well as their financial backers. 
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Demonstrate clear steps forward and successes in fighting impunity and dismantling the demobilized 
paramilitaries’ economic and political structures.

5. Take a clear and public stance against the crime of information-theft, respecting organizations and 
churches that further human rights, peace and social work. Fully respect their Constitutional rights and 
abide by international treaties to which Colombia is a signatory.

To the Colombian Government and Armed Actors: 

6. Respect and follow International Humanitarian Law and international human rights standards. 

7. Take measures to ensure the protection of the freedom of worship and absolute respect for religious 
buildings and sites of worship.

8. Take steps to forward humanitarian agreements and definitively end the use of the civilian population 
as a political tool. 

9. The Colombian Government and the ELN guerrillas should re-start peace talks, prioritizing the needs 
and interests of the civilian population, as laid out in International Humanitarian Law and human rights 
standards. Toward this end, such peace talks should clearly and officially welcome the participation of 
Protestant and Evangelical churches and civil society representatives. 

10. Implement the recommendations of groups using human rights and International Humanitarian Law 
documentation, verification and publication focused on the recuperation of historical memory from the 
victims’ perspective. Such recommendations have been provided by government agencies, the United 
Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, churches and civil society organizations. 

To Armed Actors: 

11. The FARC and paramilitaries must carry out a cease fire and definitively end their criminal acts as the 
Colombian people have demanded.
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12. The Colombian Armed Forces must cease the use of children for military ends. Similarly, illegal armed 
groups must end any forced recruitment of children and the use of child soldiers. We urge an end to 
all forced recruitment and obligatory military service, even for adults. 

13. Guerrilla groups must end the use of landmines and all other irregular weapons, which has been a 
repeated call of churches and their communities. 

To the U.S. Congress and Government: 

We welcome the U.S. Congress’ achievement in cutting US$142 million in military aid and the increase of US$97 
million in social aid for Colombia in 2007. Nevertheless, we recommend that Congress: 

14. Prioritize aid for strengthening democratic institutions’—especially for the judicial system, peace and 
socio-economic aid—over military aid. As donors to the paramilitary demobilization process, the U.S. 
should ensure the complete and definitive dismantling of paramilitary structures in Colombia.

15. Support the strengthening of the judicial system—especially the Supreme Court—to ensure its in-
dependence and impartiality. Support the strengthening of the prosecutorial system, including the 
Justice and Peace process, particularly in outlying regions of Colombia, to ensure the impartiality of 
legal proceedings.

16. The Colombian Government and the U.S. judicial branch must ensure that paramilitaries extradited to 
the U.S. on drug trafficking charges continue to participate in on-going legal proceedings as part of 
the Colombian demobilization process.

 We recommend offering incentives to these extradited individuals to ensure their cooperation with 
Colombian investigators.  The revelation of information only they possess regarding human rights vio-
lations committed in Colombia and relationships between paramilitary, government and multinational 
corporations is key to establishing truth and justice.
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Glossary of Terms
Violation categorias

Homicide: To cause the death of a human being through a single, intentional act of violence.

Forced Disappearance: Consists of an armed group, usually the paramilitary or Public Security Forces, forcing 
a person to vanish. The victim is kidnapped, illegally detained, often tortured and nearly always killed. The corpse 
is disposed of so as never to be found. Fear of reprisals often keeps the family of “disappeared people” from 
investigating the whereabouts and fate of their loved one.

Attempted Homicide: An unsuccessful attempt to cause the death of a human being through a single, inten-
tional act of violence.

Forced Displacement: Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are forced to flee their homes, but unlike refugees 
they stay within their country’s borders. This forced migration is the result of a threat against an individual’s or 
community’s life or freedom.

Threats: Intimidation forecasting grave harm for an individual, member of his or her family or friends. Death 
threats are often made anonymously and designed to manipulate behavior.

Human Shield: This is the use of a person as a means of protection by one of the armed groups.

Kidnapping: Taking civilians against their will and holding them with no legal authority. An individual’s freedom 
is deprived to force payment to finance an armed group, as a bartering chip, or to impact public opinion.

Extrajudicial Execution: Homicide of a civilian by the State outside of the armed conflict.

False Positives: An extrajudicial execution reported as a death in combat. State agents often dress the civilian corpse 
in guerrilla camouflage and plant a weapon on their person to create the appearance of an enemy combatant. 
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ARMeD ACtoRS

Gaula: The Spanish acronym for Unified Action Groups for Personal Freedom (Grupos de Acción Unificada por 
la Libertad Personal), Colombia’s Public Security Forces specialized in rescuing hostages.

Public Security Forces: Colombia’s military, police and armed investigative units.

Black Eagles: The Aguilas Negras are one of more than 60 armed groups composed largely of formerly demobilized 
paramilitary who have rearmed and others who have joined their ranks. Sometimes referred to as an “emergent 
group,” they carry out operations similar to paramilitary activity and are heavily involved in drug-trafficking.

AUC: The Spanish acronym for the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia), 
a paramilitary umbrella group.

ELN: The Spanish acronym for the National Liberation Army (Ejército de Liberación Nacional), the second largest 
guerrilla group in the country.

FARC: The Spanish acronym for the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias 
de Colombia), the oldest existing guerrilla group in Latin America.

otHeR teRMS

International Humanitarian Law: Often referred to as the laws of armed conflict, it defines the conduct and 
responsibilities of individuals engaged in warfare, both in relation to each other and civilians (or protected per-
sons). Use of the term International Humanitarian Law by Justapaz and the CRVP should not be taken as tacit 
approval of warmaking, but rather as a “middle axiom”17 to ensure effective communication of the experiences of 
civilians in the midst of Colombia’s armed conflict.

The Justice and Peace Law: The Colombian Congress passed Law 975 in 2005 based on a bill from Colom-
bian President Uribe to provide a legal framework for the process of disarmament and demobilization of active 
paramilitary members. 

Demobilization: Action taken by illegally armed groups to hand over their weapons, withdraw from their group 
and submit to the Colombian justice system.

Campesino- subsistence farmers or small-scale agriculturalist. From “campo,” Spanish for countryside or field, 
the term indicates an economic status and social sector. 

17 John Howard Yoder, The Christian Witness to the State.
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