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The sixth and seventh report of the series
titled A Prophetic Call was produced by
the Research and Advocacy Program of
the Christian Center for Justice, Peace and
Nonviolent Action (JUSTAPAZ) and the
Advocacy Program of the Peace Commission of the Evangelical Council of Colombia (CEDECOL). Thanks to the fieldwork
conducted by a team of trained documenters, we have documented human rights
and International Humanitarian Law (IHL)
violations suffered by people, families and
communities belonging to Protestant and
evangelical churches in Colombia.
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A Look At the Numbers
2010
Between January 1 and December 31,
2010, there were 68 documented cases
of human rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations committed against pastors, church leaders, and
members of Colombia’s Protestant and
evangelical churches. Sixty-one of the
cases resulted in 224 violations against individual victims, and the remaining seven
cases involved collective violations committed against approximately 581 victims.

Violations by Alleged Perpetrator

Neo-paramilitary1 groups were identified as the alleged perpetrators of 150 violations,
which correspond to 67% of the total violations recorded. Other alleged perpetrators
include guerrilla groups (35 violations), combatants2 (18 violations), and Colombian
State Forces (2 violations).

Combatants (18)
Guerrilla (35)
Neo-paramilitaries (150)
Colombian State Forces (2)
Unknown (19)
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Violations by Province

The 224 violations against individuals occurred in 17 of the 32 Colombian provinces.
The provinces with the greatest numbers of violations were Antioquia (86 violations),
Córdoba (57 violations), Chocó (13 violations), Bogotá (13 violations) and Cauca (10
violations).
Antioquia (86)
Arauca (3)
Atlántico (4)
Bogotá (13)
Bolívar (1)
Casanare (6)
Cauca (10)
Cesar (7)
Chocó (13)
Córdoba (57)
Cundinamarca (2)
Guaviare (6)
La Guajira (5)
Magdalena (2)
Meta (5)
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1 Neo-paramilitarism is understood as post-demobilization illegal armed groups that have developed a strategy and carry out actions against the civilian population.
These groups are characterized by a reduced counterinsurgency discourse, and an increased focus on illegal economic activities such as drug trafficking, extortion
and illegal mining.
2 The alleged perpetrators titled combatants refers to violations caused by combat between at least two armed groups in situations where responsibility cannot be
assigned to a single group.

Violations by Denomination

In 2010, we documented violations of human rights and International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) committed against 14 Protestant and evangelical denominations. The denominations that suffered the most violations were the Association of Evangelical Churches of
the Caribbean – AIEC (77 violations), the Inter-American Church of Colombia (45 violations), and the Mennonite Brethren Church (17 violations).
Association of Evangelical Churches
of the Caribbean (AIEC) (77)
Baptist Church (5)
Christ the Center Church (5)
Church of God (4)
Foursquare Church (13)
Independent Christian Churches (2)
Inter-American Church of Colombia (45)
Lutheran Church (6)
Mennonite Brethren Church (17)
Mennonite Church (15)
Missionary Union Church (4)
Pentecostal Church (2)
Unidentified Christian Churches (13)
United Pentecostal Church of Colombia (10)
Wesleyan Church (3)
World Missionary Movement Church (3)
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2011

In 2011, we documented 42 cases of human rights and International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) violations, which correspond to 113 individual violations. Of the 42 cases, three
were collective violations, with approximately 131 victims.

Violations by Alleged Perpetrator

Neo-paramilitary groups were identified as the alleged perpetrators of 89 violations,
which correspond to 79% of the registered violations. Other alleged perpetrators were
guerrilla groups (17 violations) and Colombian State Forces (1 violation).
Guerrilla (17)
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Neo-paramilitaries (89)
Colombian State Forces (1)
Unknown (6)
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Violations by Province

The 112 violations against individuals occurred in 10 of the 32 Colombian provinces.
The provinces with the greatest number of violations were Córdoba (39 violations), La
Guajira (24 violations), Antioquia (18 violations) and Cesar (10 violations).

Antioquia (18)
Bolívar (7)
Boyacá (3)
Caquetá (3)
Cauca (2)
Cesar (10)
Chocó (4)
Córdoba (39)
Huila (3)
La Guajira (24)
0

10

20

30

40

50

Violations by Denomination

In 2011 we registered violations of human rights and International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) committed against 12 Protestant and evangelical denominations. They include the
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean - AIEC (32 violations), Foursquare
Church (14 violations), and the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia (13 violations).
Association of Evangelical Churches
of the Caribbean (AIEC) (32)
Baptist Church (2)
Foursquare Church (14)
Independent Christian Churches (20)
Inter-American Church of Colombia (8)
Mennonite Brethren Church (1)
Missionary and Christian Alliance Church (5)
Missionary Union Church (3)
Pan-American Church (1)
Pentecostal Church (4)
Seventh Day Adventist Church (1)
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Unidentified Christian Churches (6)
United Pentecostal Church of Colombia (13)
Wesleyan Church (3)
0

10

20

30

40

CASES OF POLITICAL
VIOLENCE
Historical memory has been key in helping Christians understand their faith and work. Church
members in various regions of the country have
formed documentation teams. They interview the
victims and the victims’ family members, pastors
and church leaders to register acts of violence.
This direct contact with the victims is the primary
source of information for the sixth and seventh A
Prophetic Call reports. We documented a total of
68 cases in 2010 and 42 cases in 2011. Here we
share four of those cases.3
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2010

2010

CASE 2: Homicide, Torture
Victim: José Félix, of the Baptist
Church
Date: January 21, 2010
Location: López, Cauca
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP

CASE 16: Homicide, Torture
Victim: Ever Manuel Miranda, of the
Association of Evangelical Churches
of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: August 14, 2010
Location: Puerto Libertador, Córdoba
Alleged Perpetrators: Neoparamilitaries

José Félix, 46, was a teacher, community leader, human rights defender and a member
of Glory Baptist Church. José was murdered
on January 21, 2010, at approximately 3 p.m.
by alleged members of the FARC-EP’s 29th
Front. That day, José was at his home in López, Cauca, and went to answer a knock at
the door. When he stepped out of his house,
the assailants shot him and cut off one of
his fingers, which they took with them. Previously, someone had placed a bomb in the
school where José taught. Witnesses believe
this crime to have been motivated by José’s
role as a community leader and human rights
defender.

3 For the complete A Prophetic Call 6/7, see:
www.apropheticcall.org or www.justapaz.org

Ever Manuel Miranda was 22 years old, married and had a daughter. He was a farmer
and a member of the God Is Love Church of
the Association of Evangelical Churches of
the Caribbean (AIEC). Ever was murdered
on August 14, 2010 by alleged members of
the Black Eagles neo-paramilitary group. The
day of the crime, Ever went with his motherin-law to buy groceries in the town center
of his community, La Rica, in Puerto Libertador, Córdoba. There he was approached
and then taken away by four armed men on
motorcycles. They forced him to dig his own
grave, burned his face with acid, and then killed him. It is believed that the armed group
wanted Ever’s land. Years prior to this crime,
Ever’s father had been murdered.

2011
CASE 79: Homicide, Torture, Sexual
Violence
Victim: Liney Pacheco Pereira, of the
Association of Evangelical Churches
of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: March 5, 2011
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba
Alleged Perpetrators: Neoparamilitaries
Liney Pacheco Pereira was 32 years old, separated, mother of three children, and worked odd jobs. She was a leader and the vicepresident of the women’s committee of the
Athens Church of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC).
Liney was murdered allegedly by the neoparamilitary group Black Eagles on March 5,
2011, at 10 p.m. in Pueblo Cedro in the Santa
Marta community of Tierralta, Córdoba. The
men from the armed group came to her parents’ house and asked for her by name, saying they needed to talk to her. They took her
from the house and told her family that they
would bring her right back. The next day her
family and members of the church went to
look for her. At 7 a.m. they found her about
300 yards from the house, with her throat slit
and with her breasts cut off.
It is presumed that Liney was murdered as
revenge against her ex-boyfriend, who was
part of the rival neo-paramilitary group called
Los Paisas.

2011
CASE 92: Displacement, Religious Intolerance
Victim: Alfredo Moreno* (Pastor) of an
independent Christian church
Date: February 10, 2011
Location: Solano, Caquetá
Alleged Perpetrators: FARC-EP
Alfredo Moreno*, 30, was indigenous, a musician, and the pastor of Renewal Christian
Church. Alfredo was forcibly displaced from
the Solano municipality allegedly by the
FARC-EP guerrilla group. Alfredo regularly
traveled from community to community to
teach music and preach. He was forced to
attend a meeting held by the guerrillas with
the community, where the guerrillas reported on their activities in the region and precautions the community should take. At the
meeting a guerrilla commander told Alfredo
that they had gathered intelligence on him
and they knew about his work and travels.
They told him that while they didn’t consider
him dangerous he should leave the area as
quickly as possible.
* Names with an asterisk have been changed to protect the identity of the
victim.
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EL GARZAL: A Community of Hope
El Garzal is a rural comunity in the municipality of Simití along the Magdalena River in southern
Bolívar province. It is mostly farmland, wetlands and swamps.
The El Garzal community is currently engaged in a legal battle to defend their right to their
land; a right that is threatened because Manuel Enrique Barreto, a large landowner has fraudulently acquired property titles to much of El Garzal. “The farmers state that in 1970 the land
titles… appeared in name of three people: Martín Vargas Camelo, Johel Naranjo Escobar and
Manuel Enrique Barreto Díaz, who leased the land to Fedearroz and other companies. Barreto
sold the majority of his original lots to relatives of his wife, Maritza Esguerra de Barreto. […]
Over the years, the Barreto-Esguerra family has enlarged the area they claim to own, and now
they claim a track of land that is much larger than their original holding and which includes
almost all of El Garzal.”4 The Colombian Agrarian Reform Institute (INCORA) declared the
lands to be vacant and unowned in 1990 and 2004 and gave the land to the 64 families that
lived there and were farming the land. However, Enrique Barreto’s heirs have opposed the suit
and have also filed suit claiming the land.
Along with the court case, the families have also had
to deal with the interests of large landowners and illegal armed groups that have grown coca in the region,
which has hurt the community’s food security. This
motivated the community to organize, and in 1997 they
created the Association of Alternative Producers of Simití (ASPROAS in Spanish). The goal of ASPROAS is
to improve the quality of life of the 467 members and
their families by promoting food security and defending their right to their land. The organization’s alternative crops program has a revolving fund for agriculture (corn, cassava, plantain, cacao, rice and beans)
and small animals (chickens, turkeys and pigs). ASPROAS also provides training in starting small businesses such as bakeries, sewing, and gardening.
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“Defending human rights in
Colombia is a way of life; it is a
collective project that one must take
hold of with body and soul in order
to bring about change. Once you
start there is no going back because
once you take that first step you are
no longer responsible just for
yourself, but rather for the entire
community.”
Pastor Salvador Alcántara

ASPROAS accompanies El Garzal families as they seek full recognition as the legal owners
of their land from the Colombian Institute for Rural Development (INCODER). 340 families currently live in El Garzal. The majority attend the Foursquare Church and the United Pentecostal
Church. While the families receive constant death threats and risk forced displacement, their
deep faith has anchored them to their land. They have also received support from several
faith-based and secular organizations. These organizations see El Garzal as an example of the
struggle and hope for the just stewardship of land in Colombia.5

4

Molano Bravo, Alfredo. “Caso El Garzal”. Article in El Espectador. Available at:
http://www.elespectador.com/impreso/nacional/articulo-368762-caso-el-garzal
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González, Oliva. Folleto El Garzal. 2012

Recommendations
Based on the information in this report detailing
violations that have been committed against
members of Protestant and evangelical churches - violating their rights to life, personal integrity, personal freedoms, dignity, religious
freedom, and freedom of movement - and based on international human rights standards
and International Humanitarian Law (IHL), we
make the following recommendations:

A. CEASE-FIRE AND NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN WARRING FACTIONS
Colombian government and armed groups:
• Maintain a willingness to dialogue and to seek a solution to the internal armed conflict
as the essential element necessary for ensuring sustainable peace in Colombia. These
dialogues must involve diverse sectors of civil society, including Protestant and evangelical churches.

B. CHURCHES IN PEACEBUILDING
Colombian government:
• Guarantee the right to civic participation, religious freedom and freedom of worship.
Respect the actions of the members of Protestant and evangelical churches who, in
fulfilling their pastoral, humanitarian and peacebuilding mission, engage in communication with armed groups and build bridges between groups in conflict.
Armed groups:
• Respect pastors and church leaders’ right to life, movement and freedom from harm.
Respect all places of worship.
United States, Canadian and European Union governments:
• Actively support peace initiatives with political and diplomatic accompaniment. Reinforce this support with international aid for civil society peacebuilding initiatives. Develop
reconciliation projects with the help of churches.

C. POLICIES FOR PEACE
Colombian government:
• Re-convene the National Peace Council and the Regional Peace Councils, which were
created by Colombian Law 434 of 1998, to advise the President on issues of peace on
a local, regional and national level. Guarantee the full and effective participation of civil
society in these councils.
• Consistent with Article 22 of the National Constitution, which enshrines the right of all
Colombians to build and enjoy peace, reform Article 3 of Law 1421 of 2010 to allow civil
society’s participation in peace talks with illegal armed actors as a complement to the
government’s actions in pursuit of peace.
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D. RESPECT FOR THE CIVILIAN POPULATION IN CONFLICT ZONES

Colombian government:
• Investigate crimes involving sexual violence committed in the context of the armed
conflict. Punish those who are responsible and guarantee the right to truth, justice and
comprehensive reparations for all victims of sexual violence, especially women and
girls.
• Comprehensively ensure the rights of populations that are most vulnerable to the effects
of the armed conflict, recognizing the effects of race, ethnicity, gender, class and other
characteristics on an individual’s and group’s vulnerability.
• Guarantee the right to conscientious objection to mandatory military service, based on
Article 18 of the Colombian Constitution, the C-728/09 ruling of the Constitutional Court
as well as international standards. Conscientious objection is a right for all people whose conscience precludes them from direct or indirect involvement in military service,
structures and activities.
• Adopt a policy to fight the impunity for the crime of forced recruitment, with concrete results
in investigation and punishment.
Armed actors:
• Stop involving the civilian population in political and war strategies.
• End all forced military recruitment and the use
of child soldiers.
• Respect the life and dignity of girls and women; who continue to be used as spoils of war
and are victims of sexual abuse and rape by
the different armed actors.

E. TRUTH, JUSTICE AND REPARATIONS FOR VICTIMS
Colombian government:
• Adopt and implement a process to defend and promote the rights of victims of illegal
armed groups and of state crimes, in their rights to truth, justice and reparations as well
as the right to non-repetition of violent acts.
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• Ensure victims know their rights and understand the processes and mechanisms for
accessing those rights within the framework of the new Victims Law enacted by Congress and approved by the national government in 2011
• Adopt measures to ensure the safety and protection of victims. Facilitate their participation in public hearings and legal proceedings involving human rights violators.
• Ensure that people and/or communities affected by paramilitary and neo-paramilitary
group violence are given the status of victims of the armed conflict.

United States government:
• When the United States government punishes a US transnational corporation for violating human rights in Colombia, the fine should be used for reparations for the victims
in Colombia.

F. DISMANTLE PARAMILITARY GROUPS
Colombian government:
• Guarantee the civilian population’s rights including its protection from the violence perpetrated by neo-paramilitary groups.
• Guarantee the investigation, trial and punishment of paramilitary and neo-paramilitary
group members and their civilian, military, and government accomplices.
United States government:
• As a donor to the paramilitary demobilization process, ensure the complete and definitive dismantling of paramilitary groups and their financial and political support structures. Unconditionally support victims’ efforts in seeking truth, justice and reparation and
the assurance of non-repetition of violent acts.

G. INSTITUTIONAL STRENGTHENING OF THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT

Colombian government:
• Ensure the strengthening of the judicial system, and in particular, carry out the courts’
orders and respect judicial independence.
• Expedite the restructuring of the entities responsible for implementing the Victims and
Land Restitution Law.
United States government:
• Prioritize assistance directed toward democracy building and strengthening of the rule
of law in Colombia.

H. MILITARY AND ANTI-NARCOTICS POLICIES
Colombian government:
• Adjust the federal budget to give priority to social investment and reduce military spending.
• Continue encouraging the international community to debate anti-narcotics policies as
a step towards transforming them.
United States government:
• Redirect military aid towards socioeconomic aid and peace initiatives.
• Adjust the federal budget to give priority to social investment and reduce military spending.
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I.

DISPLACED PERSONS AND OTHER
VULNERABLE POPULATIONS
Colombian government:
• Comply with the Constitutional Court
ruling on the Colombian government’s
responsibilities to formulate and implement a public policy for the protection and prevention of displacement
with a special focus on minority and
at-risk communities.

• Financial and political support for documentation of human rights violations,
human rights training and reconciliation projects run by human rights defenders, including faith groups, should
be included in the foreseen actions of
the European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR), including the local Country Based Support
Scheme for Colombia.

United States, Canadian and
European Union governments:
• Invest in local and community peace
initiatives developed by civilian victims of the conflict. Ensure that all assistance makes its way to the people
in need.

J. HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS
Colombian, United States and Canadian governments:
• Ensure the protection of human rights
defenders and people who are committed to peacebuilding including
protective measures developed in
consultation with at-risk defenders.
European Union:
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• In cooperation with EU member state
missions in Colombia, should invite
representatives of different faith communities and organizations located in
different regions in the country in dialogues with civil society on a regular
basis, taking into account their concerns when formulating and evaluating policy priorities for the biannual
EU-Colombia human rights dialogue
and for strategic documents, such as
the EU human rights country strategy
on Colombia.

Production and design of the summary report:
Michael Joseph, Angélica Rincón and Dos Creativos Ltda.
For more information:
www.apropheticcall.org
www.justapaz.org

