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As the Colombian government and the
FARC-EP guerrillas engage in peace talks,
we issue this Prophetic Call report, which is
a work of collective memory naming the
impact this conflict and these armed actors
have had on a specific segment of the
Colombian
civilian
population:
the
Protestant and evangelical churches. The
information shared in this document is the
fruit of the research, documentation and
Commission of the Evangelical Council of
Colombia (CEDECOL) have carried out
over the past 10 years, as compiled in the
annual A Prophetic Call reports. Our
fervent desire is that these reports may be a
contribution to the peace-building process
and a strong call to believe in the possibility
of reconciliation with memory and justice.

MEMORY FOR
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Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each
other. Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look
down from the sky.
To remember a wrongdoing is to struggle against it.
Miroslav Volf – Christian Theologian

Psalm 85:10-11; NRSV

One cannot talk seriously about reconciliation
in Colombia without addressing the concept of
memory. According to Miroslav Volf, a
Croatian theologian and professor at Yale
Divinity School in the United States, to
remember rightly is to remember as an act of
reconciliation.2 He suggests remembering in a
way that makes memory “a bridge between
enemies instead of a deep and dark ravine that
separates them.”3
beings are defined by their memories. In other
words, we are defined by the stories we tell
about ourselves. A person without memory is a
person without an identity, and a community
without memory is a community without an
identity. A Christian community with no
unimaginable.
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demonstrates

that
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power over our lives: they define us.
Second, how we remember is as important as what we remember. Memory can act as a shield
the course of human history - and Colombian history is no exception - have a narrative based on
the wrongs they have suffered. They use this narrative, this identity grounded in memory, to
justify their violence. Consequently it is extremely important for those of us who work for
reconciliation in Colombia to consider how we work with memory. In other words, it is not
enough simply to remember; we have to put our memory to use, in the development of our
identity. We propose that this be an identity as individual and community peacebuilders.
Third, memory can be imagined using the metaphor of a brick. For us, memories are the bricks,
the building blocks that will build the Colombia of the future. First we must collectively dream of
what the future Colombia should be. Then we must ensure that we use our historical memory in
the common work of constructing that future.
1. Essay, based largely on the work of Miroslav Volf, contributed by Michael Joseph, of the Peace Commission of
CEDECOL and a missionary with Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church
of Christ of the United States.
2. Miroslav Volf, The End of Memory. Remembering Rightly In a Violent World. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Pub. Co.,
2006).
3. Ibid, 35.
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something of a “cheap reconciliation”4. Miroslav Volf challenges us to think of reconciliation,
including forgiveness, as a possible result of processes of remembering well, processes that build
act while also seeking to facilitate a path towards forgiveness and opening doors to justice. This
is the challenge for those of us working towards the construction of a just, democratic and
peaceful Colombia, and for those of us who believe in the possibility of reconciliation.
Once again we reiterate our rejection of the use of violence to resolve conflicts, and we offer our
lives and our resources to all projects seeking a dignified life for the people of Colombia.

CASES OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE
During the more than 50 years of armed conflict between the FARC-EP and
the Colombian government, as well as the other armed actors in the internal
armed conflict, the Protestant and evangelical churches have suffered
repeated violations of human rights and International Humanitarian Law
(IHL). As part of the exercise of remembering, we present four cases of
violations caused primarily by the FARC-EP and state security forces between
2003 and 2012.

SERNA FAMILY
VICTIMS: José Antonio Serna,
María Nora Hernández and their
family, of the Inter-American
Church of Colombia
DATE: April 13, 2003
LOCATION: Dabeiba, Antioquia
ALLEGED PERPETRATORS:
Combatants 5, Paramilitaries

VIOLATIONSS: Forced
displacement, human shield

José and María Nora were pastors of the
Inter-American Church of Colombia in the town of San
José de Urama, in Dabeiba, Antioquia. When
paramilitaries operating in the Urabá Gulf region
came to the town, an armed confrontation took place
between the paramilitaries and the FARC-EP in the
town center where the church and parsonage were
located. The paramilitaries used the church as their
base during the confrontation, which caused the
church and parsonage to be seriously damaged by
shells and grenades. During the fighting, José and his
family hid under their beds. Combat began at 6:00
a.m. on April 13, 2003, and continued until 7:00 p.m.
the following day. On April 15, José and his family
fled San José de Urama as displaced persons,
abandoning what was left of the parsonage and
church. Upon leaving the town, they and other
community members found the streets, houses, and
local businesses had been booby-trapped with
grenades and cylinder bombs.

4. The Kairos Document. Challenge to the Church. A theological comment on the political crisis in South Africa.
(Braamfontein: Skotaville Publishers/Grand Rapids, MI: W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. 1986, Art 3.1.
5. The alleged perpetrators titled “combatants” refers to violations caused by combat between at least two armed
groups in situations where responsibility cannot be assigned to a single group.
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VICTIMS: Camila Abril* and
Rodrigo Abril*, of the United
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
DATE: 2004
LOCATION: Chiriguaná, Cesar
ALLEGED PERPETRATORS:
FARC-EP, AUC
VIOLATIONS: Forced recruitment

Camila* and Rodrigo* are siblings aged 14 and 15
respectively, and are members of the United
Pentecostal Church of Colombia. In 2004, when they
were only five and six years old, their parents were
murdered in front of them by alleged paramilitaries
belonging to the United Self Defenses Forces (AUC
Paramilitaries) in Poponte, Chiriguaná, Cesar. Shortly
afterwards Camila and Rodrigo were allegedly
recruited by the FARC-EP and were assigned tasks,
including helping to grow coca crops.
While on their way to do an errand for the FARC,
Camila and Rodrigo were stopped and searched at a
National Police checkpoint. They were carrying a cell
phone, money, and directions, and were traveling
alone. The police detained the children and turned
them over to the Colombian Family and Social
the situation, and following a legal process was able
to gain custody.

MEDIO BAUDÓ,
CHOCÓ 7
VICTIMS:

Simón Mosquera*, his
wife and their eight children, of the
Mennonite Brethren Church; 24
families of an unidentified church

DATE: August 15, 2010

LOCATION: Medio Baudó, Chocó
ALLEGED PERPETRATORS:
Combatants
VIOLATIONS: Collective forced
displacement, forced displacement,
religious intolerance, death threats

Simón* is a pastor, farmer and community leader. He
is married with eight children, and he and his family
belong to the Mennonite Brethren Church.
Combatants forcibly displaced Simón and his family,
along with 74 other families, from Medio Baudó,
Chocó on August 15, 2010. Constant fighting between
the armed groups in the area, including the National
Army, the FARC-EP, and the Los Rastrojos
neo-paramilitary group, led to this mass displacement.
Approximately 24 of the displaced families belonged
to unidentified local churches.
In September 2008, an armed group threatened
Simón because of his community work and leadership,
causing the entire family to flee as internally displaced
persons. Months later, Simón and his family returned
to the region, but have been displaced several times
by ongoing combat amongst armed groups.

6. Case 129, PC 6/7 (ages updated to 2013)
7. Cases 48 & 56 PC 6/7
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TORIBÍO, CAUCA
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VICTIMS

2005: Yorfam
Armando Troches Pavi*, of the
Evangelical Missionary Union
Church of Colombia (IUMEC);
Yuri Hilda Liponce, of an
unidentified church; Argemiro
Tenorio, of the Bethesda Church;
Ricardo Urrego, of the Bethesda
Church; Rocío Troches*, of the
Evangelical Missionary Union
Church of Colombia (IUMEC);
Víctor Aurelio Votry, of the
Evangelical Missionary Union
Church of Colombia (IUMEC);
Hernando Pavi Chocué* and his
sister Alba Pavi Chocué*, of the
Evangelical Missionary Union
Church of Colombia (IUMEC);
Cresencio Trompeta, of the
Evangelical Missionary Union
Church of Colombia (IUMEC);
Ana Delia de Pavi, of the
Evangelical Missionary Union
Church of Colombia (IUMEC)

VICTIMS
2010:
Diana
Cuadros*, Antonia*, Fernando
José*, Ermina* and Micaela*, of
the Christ the Center Church
VICTIMS 2012:

Javier Pavi
and Ana Delia de Pavi, of the
Evangelical Missionary Union
Church of Colombia (IUMEC)
DATE: 2005 - 2012

LOCATION: Toribío, Cauca
ALLEGED PERPETRATORS:
Guerrilla, National Army,
Combatants
VIOLATIONS: Human shield,
death threat, illegal means and
methods of warfare

Since 2005 we have documented multiple violations
against the civilian population in the Toribío
municipality in Cauca. Just as in other municipalities in
northern Cauca, there is a strong presence of the
FARC-EP in Toribío, and they are in constant combat
with the Colombian security forces. The Protestant and
evangelical churches have not escaped this violence.
Some cases include:
On April 14, 2005, the FARC-EP attacked the
indigenous population and their homes in Toribío,
using cylinder bombs. Soon afterwards, they entered
into armed combat with the National Army. During this
confrontation, 10-year-old Yuri Hilda Liponce* was
killed, and several members of various churches were
injured. Those injured include: Argemiro Tenorio, shot
in the head; Pastor Ricardo Urrego, shrapnel in the
leg; Víctor Aurelio Votry, shrapnel in the head;
Cresencio Trompeta, wounded in the stomach and
shrapnel in his face, leg and arm; and siblings Alba*
and Hernando Pavi Chocué*; who were also injured.
This armed confrontation also destroyed the
Evangelical Missionary Union Church of Colombia
(IUMEC), the Pentecost Church, and Bethesda
Missionary Center in Toribío.
On June 28, 2010, at 9:00 p.m. the FARC-EP guerrilla
to violent confrontation on the outskirts of the
community. Homemade bombs,9 grenades and rifles
were used in the attack. Bullets and other munitions hit
the house of Diana Cuadros* and her three children,
who are members of Christ the Center Church. Her
house was nearly destroyed, and the unexploded
ordinances that landed around her house put the
family at risk. The area has suffered continuous
hostilities as a result of a military base having been
On September 28, 2012, around 6:00 p.m., the
Colombian National Army and the FARC-EP engaged
in a violent confrontation in the Alto San Julián
community, in Toribio, Cauca. The confrontation
destroyed part of the home of Javier and Ana Delia de
Pavi, whose family is active with the Missionary Union
Church. At 7:00 p.m., a 15-kilogram cylinder bomb fell
near their house and exploded, damaging the kitchen.
military base. Members of the army would at times
enter the house and threaten Javier and Ana Delia,
accusing them of collaborating with the guerrilla.

8. Case 1 PC 1, Case 57 PC 6/7, and a case to be published in PC 8.
9. Tatucos.
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QUANTITATIVE
ANALYSIS
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Between 2003 and 201211 we documented 9,638 individual and
collective violations committed by: the Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia - FARC-EP (2,192 violations), the Colombian security forces
(2,658 violations), paramilitaries and neo-paramilitaries (2,191
violations), and unidentified guerrilla groups (1,279 violations),
combatants (460 violations), the National Liberation Army - ELN (89
violations), others (486 violations), and unknown12 (283 violations).
These violations were committed against pastors, lay leaders and
members of Protestant and evangelical churches in Colombia.
As we are issuing this report in the context of peace talks between the
Colombian government and the FARC-EP, we highlight the violations
committed by these two actors.

10. Our program does not have the capacity to extend to all regions of Colombia, so the data presented are a
partial record of the violations against persons, communities and Protestant church organizations in Colombia.
11. The documentation figures are taken from the Research and Advocacy project database as of April 19, 2013.
12. Alleged perpetrators listed as “unknown” refer to violations where it was not possible to determine the alleged
perpetrator, but where the characteristics of the event or the area where it took place suggest the involvement of
an armed actor in the internal armed conflict.
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Besides the violations committed by the FARC-EP and the Colombian
security forces during this time period we also registered violations by
other actors in the internal armed conflict, as shown in the following
chart.

Other Armed Actors
Violations

2191

2003 - 2012

1279
486
89
ParamilitaresNeoparamilitales

ELN

Unidentified
Guerrilla Group

Others

RECOMMENDATIONS
The current peace process between the Colombian government
and the FARC-EP, as well as the agreements they reach, should be
aimed at the reconstruction of the social fabric and reconciliation
among the various actors in the conflict. For this goal to be
achieved, it is necessary to understand that reconciliation is an
issue that touches the very essence of our nature as human beings
and the nature of our society. Reconciliation engages the
physical, material, emotional, spiritual and structural dimensions
of our common life together.
Therefore both the FARC-EP and the Colombian government
should seek a comprehensive reconciliation that can generate a
post-conflict process focused on a comprehensive and durable
peace proposal. This means that the process should aim to
provide restitution to the victims and to bring those who have
committed crimes to justice. Therefore, we make the following
recommendations for this peace process:
10

The agreements made in peace talks should comply with the United
reintegration (DDR), which seek to transform individual combatants into
civilians, and a war-torn society into a peaceful one. The Colombian
Government should create the conditions necessary for a successful DDR
process.
The agreements made in the peace talks should result in mechanisms that
ensure truth, justice, and comprehensive reparations to the victims within
the framework of transitional justice. This process must dismantle the
structures that allow for human rights violations and international
humanitarian law infractions, and thus guarantee that violent acts will
not be repeated.

In implementing the agreements, restorative justice should be
promoted as an effective means to reconstruct the social fabric
using processes of reparation and reconciliation. Restorative
justice does not simply look at the laws broken, but rather focuses
on the harm caused to individuals and their communities, with the
goal of reintegrating the perpetrators into society and restoring
the dignity of the victims.
During the implementation stage of the agreements, there should
be a strong and independent mechanism to verify compliance
with the agreements to increase confidence in the peace building
process.
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