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INTRODUCTION

T

his is the ninth report in the A Prophetic Call series, produced by the Historical Memory and Advocacy Program of the
Christian Center for Justice, Peace and Nonviolent Action – JUSTAPAZ and the Peace Commission of the Evangelical
Council of Colombia – CEDECOL. A Prophetic Call #9 compiles and analyzes cases that occurred in 2013, demonstrating the
impact of the armed conflict on Protestant and evangelical churches1 in Colombia.

During the period studied, from January 1 through December 31, 2013, we registered 27 cases of human rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations against pastors, leaders, and other members of Protestant and evangelical churches.
Of these cases, there were 81 violations committed against individuals and eight cases of collective violations committed
against a group of people.
This publication is part of our continuing advocacy efforts which call for a ceasefire and the strengthening of the negotiations
between the FARC-EP and the Colombian government, for the continuation of talks with the ELN and respect for the civilian
population that lives in the crossfire of the armed confrontation. Furthermore, the publication highlights the important role that
churches play in building peace as well as the incontestable necessity for policies designed to end the armed confrontations.
REPORT METHODOLOGY

Since 2004, the Historical Memory and Advocacy Program has registered cases of violations through the work of regional
volunteer field workers who have been trained in the documentation of human rights and International Humanitarian Law
(IHL) violations.
The regional field workers conduct face to face interviews with the victims, their relatives, pastors and religious leaders in
order to record the human rights violations. Direct contact with the victims is the primary source of information for this report.

1

The terms Protestant and evangelical have different meanings and connotations in different countries and cultures; for some they are inclusive terms
and thus redundant, for others they are exclusive terms showing a dividing line in Christianity. We have chosen to use both terms together to indicate
that this report includes virtually all non-Catholic Christian churches in Colombia.
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The information the regional teams compile is entered into the program’s database, where the cases are verified and are
catalogued by violation type.
The incorporation of the cases into the SIVEL (Online Political Violence Information System) database guarantees their organization by type of violation and facilitates statistical analysis and reporting, such as this annual report. The documentation and
categorization of violations in A Prophetic Call is based on the Center for Research and Popular Education (CINEP) database
framework, which uses international categories for human rights and IHL violations.
The Historical Memory and Advocacy Program complements its documentation work by offering training in peacebuilding to
churches in affected areas, through spiritual accompaniment of victims and through legal aid and political advocacy.
All of the cases in this edition of A Prophetic Call are published with the consent of the victims and/or their family members.
To protect the identities of victims, some names have been changed and appear with an asterisk (*). The names of minors
have been changed to protect their identity.
STRUCTURE

The first chapter compiles the cases documented in 2013 with the goal of maintaining the historical memory of the impacts
of the armed conflict on the Protestant and evangelical churches of Colombia. The second chapter provides a quantitative
analysis of the violations documented in 2013, using the victims’ demographic information, their geographic location, the
identification of the alleged perpetrators, and the most frequent types of violations.
The third chapter shares peacebuilding projects and programs that Protestant and evangelical churches have developed to
transform churches, communities and society. The fourth chapter analyses the national context, based on the documented
cases, human rights reports and relevant research about human rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations.
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Chapter 1

Political Violence

T

he practice of historical memory is a key element for Christians to better understand their faith and social responsibilities
as hope bearers. As a testimony to the impact of the Colombian armed conflict, this chapter presents evidence of human rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations committed against Protestant and evangelical churches and
members.
The description of the victims, especially the information about their age, occupation family composition and church membership, corresponds to their status at the time of the violation.
CASES 2013
Homicide

Two men on a motorcycle, both wearing hoods, came to
the Pulido family’s house and began shooting at the house.

CASE 1: Homicide

Victims: Felipe Pulido*, Pablo Pulido*, of the Foursquare
Church
Date: January 6, 2013
Location: Dibulla, La Guajira
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

According to the source, Felipe* was shot in the head and
died instantly. Pablo* was also shot, and was taken to the
Riohacha hospital, but was dead upon arrival. A 21-yearold family member was also injured in the shooting and,
according to the source, was likely the target of the attack.
CASE 2: Homicide and threat

Felipe Pulido*, 5 years old, and Pablo Pulido*, 15 years
old, were cousins, students and members of the Foursquare Church.
Felipe* and Pablo* were killed on January 6, 2013, around
8:00 p.m., by alleged neo-paramilitary members in the
7 de Junio neighborhood in Mingueo, Dibulla, La Guajira.

Victim: Stalin Ortiz Gutiérrez, of the Church of the
Nazarene
Date: January 8, 2013
Location: Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Unknown
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Stalin Ortiz Gutiérrez was 54, married, and the father of
six children. Stalin was a councilmember for the Buenaventura municipality and the pastor of the Church of
the Nazarene.
Pastor Stalin was murdered on January 8, 2013, in Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca, by unknown assailants. Stalin
had left a meeting that included Mayor Bartolo Valencia, Senator Edinson Delgado Ruiz, and councilmember
Hernán Sinisterra, when he was hit by several bullets fired
by armed men on motorcycles.
The pastor’s family states that the murder was provoked
by the complaints the pastor had made about the misuse
of public funds in the Luis Ablanque de la Plata Hospital,
and that the pastor had felt threatened by the mayor. According to the source, just days prior to his murder the
pastor was approached by men from an armed group who
told him that there was an order out to kill him.

Alicia was killed on January 14, 2013, in Saravena, Arauca, by alleged members of the ELN guerrillas. That day,
guerrilla members entered Alicia’s house and while they
held one of her children and her elderly father at gunpoint,
one of them shot and killed Alicia. As they left, the men
threatened Alicia’s son, saying the family had three days
to leave the area. The family was forced to leave, displaced
from their home. In 2012, Alicia’s husband was murdered
by the same armed group (Case 55, PC 8).
It is not clear why this crime was committed. However, a
source mentioned that members of the community had
told the ELN guerrilla group that Alicia was an informant
for the National Army.
The ELN guerrilla group is the main illegal armed group in
Arauca; there are constant armed confrontations with the
National Army.
CASE 4: Homicide

There are several armed groups disputing for territorial
control in Buenaventura and this situation continues to
generate death threats, forced displacement, and murders.
CASE 3: Homicide, displacement and threat

Victims: Alicia Castilla, Nelson Ramos Castilla*, Marcela
Ramos Castilla*, Natalia Ramos Castilla* and Pedro
Castilla*, of the Missionary Advance Church
Date: January 14, 2013
Location: Saravena, Arauca
Alleged perpetrators: ELN
Alicia Castilla was the 44-year-old mother of four children.
She worked selling gasoline and was a member of the
Missionary Advance Church.
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Victim: Jairo Cárdenas Cárdenas, of the United
Pentecostal Church of Colombia
Date: February 1, 2013
Location: Trujillo, Valle Del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Jairo Cárdenas Cárdenas was 52, single, and a pastor
with the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia.
Pastor Jairo was killed on February 1, 2013, around 8:00
p.m., in Trujillo, Valle del Cauca, by alleged neo-paramilitaries. Pastor Jairo was shot as he returned from working
on a farm near Trujillo, on a road that leads to the Venecia
township.

It is unknown what motivated this crime, and there had not
been any threats made prior to the attack.
CASE 5: Homicide and threat

Victim: Alba Mery Chilito, of the United Pentecostal
Church of Colombia
Date: February 5, 2013
Location: Trujillo, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Alba Mery Chilito was a 68-year-old shopkeeper and
member of the Association of Victims of Trujillo (AFAVIT)
and of the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia.
Alba Mery Chilito was murdered on February 5, 2013,
in Trujillo, Valle del Cauca, by alleged neo-paramilitaries.
The crime was committed in a recreational park in Trujillo
where Alba Mery owned a grocery store. A communiqué
from AFAVIT states that she had received death threats.
Alba Mery had lost several members of her family in a
massacre that occurred in the municipality more than 20
years prior within the context of the armed conflict.
Illegal armed groups, especially neo-paramilitaries, who
are in conflict for territorial control operate in the area.

Mauricio Vivas Arciniegas was a 55-year-old pastor of an
evangelical church and was living in Cali.
Mauricio Vivas Arciniegas was kidnapped on October 31,
2013, around 1:00 a.m. in Cali, Valle del Cauca, by presumed guerrillas. Pastor Mauricio was forcefully abducted
by four armed men and a woman from his home near
the La Reforma aqueduct in southern Cali. The presumed
guerrilla members transported the pastor in a Ford Ranger
truck, and as they drove towards the province of Cauca on
the Pan-American Highway, they were stopped at a National Police checkpoint. There Pastor Mauricio was freed,
and one man and the woman were arrested. The other
three men escaped.
According to the source, Pastor Mauricio would have been
turned over to members of a guerrilla group in Cauca
province.
Injury
CASE 7: Injury and threat

Victim: Alberto Peñalosa Bautista, of the Mennonite
Church
Date: August 5, 2013
Location: Venecia, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Forced disappearance and kidnapping
CASE 6: Kidnapping

Victim: Mauricio Vivas Arciniegas, of an unidentified
Christian church
Date: October 31, 2013
Location: Cali, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Guerrilla

Alberto Peñalosa Bautista and his wife Heidi Tatiana Jaime
Arenas had one child. They were members of the Mennonite Church and volunteers at the Bread and Life community soup kitchen.
Alberto was injured and threatened on August 5, 2013,
in Venecia, Antioquia, by presumed neo-paramilitaries. Alberto was headed home from work when a car with four
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men approached him. They pointed a gun at him and demanded that he get in the car. There they asked him his
name and he responded with a false name. Later, the men
took his identification card, and realizing he had lied to
them, began beating him. Then they took him to a place
some distance from the city, pulled him from the car, and
said that now that they had found him they were supposed
to kill him. They then took his picture with a cell phone and
gave him 24 hours to leave the region.

and the people who were with him shut themselves in the
office and called the police. The attack prompted Ernesto*
and his family to decide to leave and go to another city.

Alberto, his wife and son left Venecia, Antioquia as forcibly displaced persons. The Peñalosa family has received
death threats and been displaced by presumed paramilitaries several times since 2003 (Case 51).

In Sincelejo, many business owners were murdered in the
second half of 2013 by presumed neo-paramilitaries who
had threatened and extorted them. It seems the murders,
as well as the attempt to kill Ernesto*, were committed
against the businesspeople who refused to pay extortion.

At the time of the attack, the great majority of car businesses in Sincelejo, just like other business sectors, were
being harassed, threatened, and extorted by criminal
groups. Ernesto* had refused to pay the extortion demanded of him.

CASE 8: Injury, displacement, threat, and extortion

Forced recruitment

Victims: Ernesto Rodríguez* and family, of the
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean
(AIEC)
Date: September 5, 2013
Location: Sincelejo, Sucre
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Ernesto Rodríguez*, 56, was married and the owner of
a used car business. He and his family were members
of God’s Ark Church of the Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean.
Ernesto* was shot and injured around 2:30 p.m. on September 5, 2013, by presumed neo-paramilitaries in Sincelejo, Sucre.
That day, two men on a motorcycle came to his car lot. One
of the men went to Ernesto’s office and shot him, injuring
his leg and arm. As the two men fled the area, Ernesto*
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CASE 9: Recruitment of a conscientious objector,
arbitrary detention, and threat

Victim: Jhonatan David Vargas Becerra, of the
Foursquare Church
Date: March 18, 2013
Location: Barrancabermeja, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: National Army
Jhonatan David Vargas, 18, was living with his mother and
two sisters, and was a student. Jhonatan was part of the
youth group at the Foursquare Church.
Jhonatan was forcibly enlisted and threatened by the National Army in Barrancabermeja, Santander on March 18,
2013. That day, Jhonatan went to the 34th Military District
in Barrancabermeja to clarify his military status. There, he
was forcibly recruited even though he demonstrated that
he was studying at the Industrial University of Santander

and argued that his religious convictions impeded him
from serving in the military. The soldiers threatened to
begin legal procedures against him for disobedience and
insubordination. Jhonatan was taken to the Tolima Military
District and later to “Bochica” Battalion 28 ASPC in Puerto
Carreño, in the distant province of Vichada.
Jhonatan and his mother filed several legal complaints to
request an end to his detention, arguing that Jhonatan’s
membership in the Foursquare Church and his religious
convictions prevented his use of any type of violence and
his learning to use weapons and training for combat. They
also argued that at the time of his conscription, Jhonatan
was enrolled in his church’s theological studies program
and was pursuing higher education at the Industrial University of Santander.
Jhonatan was detained by the military for three months
and, thanks to the intervention of religious entities and the
Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office, he was not obligated
to take the oath of allegiance to the flag and take up arms.
When Jhonatan was given some rest days, he decided to
not return to the battalion as the only available option for
his right to conscientious objection to be respected.
Jhonatan has had two legal appeals rejected by appeals
courts. However, his case was selected for review by the
Constitutional Court. At the time of writing, the issue of his
military status had not yet been resolved.

Arbitrary detention
CASE 10: Arbitrary detention and threat

Victims: Ciro Canoles Pérez, Haroldo Canoles Ramos,
William Jaraba Pérez, Jorge Montes Hernández and
Deiver Canoles Villegas, of the Seventh Day Adventist
Church
Date: September 3, 2013
Location: El Carmen de Bolívar, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries, Naval
Infantry Corps, and the Office of the Prosecutor
Ciro Canoles Pérez, Jorge Luis Montes Hernández, Deiver
Canoles Villegas, Haroldo Canoles Ramos, and William Jaraba Pérez were leaders of the Alta Montaña Peace Movement, a group that promoted citizen initiatives for the restoration of their rights, access to comprehensive reparations,
and a dignified return to their land. All of the leaders were
also members of the Seventh Day Adventist Church.
Ciro, Jorge, Deiver, Haroldo, and William were threatened
on September 3, 2013, in Alta Monaña, a group of communities in Carmen de Bolívar municipality in Bolívar province. The threat came in the form of a pamphlet that was
signed by neo-paramilitaries. Further investigation revealed
that the threatening pamphlet appeared to have been created by the military intelligence unit of the Naval Infantry
Brigade of Corozal in Montes de María. The pamphlet the
leaders received was signed by the AUC, the Los Urabeños
neo-paramilitary group, and other criminal organizations.
It accused them of being guerrilla members and declared
them military targets. Days after receiving the pamphlet,
the National Police stated in a security council meeting that
the pamphlet does not have the characteristics typically
used by the groups listed as signatories and that furthermore, those groups were not present in the region.
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On August 28, 2013, a leader from the area was called to
the Montes de María Marine Infantry Brigade in Corozal
where he dialogued with Colonel Dávila, an officer who
worked in military intelligence and was previously part of
the Brigade. The colonel asked about the leaders of the
Alta Montaña Peace Movement and about an organization
that provides accompaniment to the peace movement. He
also asked the leader to join with him to retake control of
the area, an alliance the leader rejected. In the following
days, the colonel met with some other people in Macayepo
and Carmen de Bolívar.
According to the source, the pamphlet is part of a strategy used by the Marine Infantry unit and neo-paramilitary
groups against the Alta Montaña Peace Movement. On
September 11, 2013, Jorge Montes was arrested without
proper cause on charges of rebellion.
Forced Displacement
CASE 11: Displacement

Victims: Felipe Antonio Tarra, Luz Marina Peñata,
José Miguel Tarra Peñata, Maritza del Carmen Tarra
Peñata, Juan* Tarra Peñata, Isabel* Tarra Peñata, Vilma*
Tarra Peñata, Manuel* Tarra Peñata, Mónica* Tarra
Peñata, Sofía* Tarra Peñata, Luis* Patermina Tarra,
Laura* Paternina Tarra and Diana* Tarra Peñata, of the
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean
(AIEC)
Date: January 20, 2013
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
Felipe Antonio Tarra was a 66-year-old farmer. He was
married to Luz Marina Peñata, 55, and they had nine children: José Miguel (20 years old), Maritza del Carmen (22),
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Juan* (16), Isabel* (12), Vilma* (10), Manuel* (8), Mónica*
(7), Sofía* (4) and Diana* (9 months old). Felipe and Luz
were also the grandparents of Luis* and Laura*, 5 years
old. The family belonged to the Good Samaritan Church
within the Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC).
The Tarra Peñata family was displaced on January 20,
2013, by presumed members of the FARC-EP guerrillas,
from El Jardín community, in El Manso, in Tierralta municipality in Córdoba. On January 17, guerrilla fighters came
to the region and killed three people (Case 17). The guerrillas buried their victims close to the Tarra Peñata family’s
house. Because of this situation the family decided to flee
the area.
CASE 12: Displacement and threat

Victims: Álvaro León*, Susana Méndez*, Felipe*,
Andrés*, Mariana* and Fernando*, of the Mennonite
Church
Date: April 2013
Location: Bogotá
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
Álvaro León* was 37 and married with three children. He
and his family were part of the Mennonite Church.
Álvaro* was threatened in April of 2013 by presumed
members of the FARC-EP in the capital city of Bogotá. Two
suspicious-looking men came to Álvaro’s house asking for
him. His wife told them that no one with the name lived
there. After this event, Álvaro*, his wife, his brother and his
three children had to leave the country, because he had
already previously received two death threats and suffered
consequent displacements (Cases 44 and 50).

It is presumed that this threat is related to the prior threats,
which declared Álvaro a military target as the FARC believed him to be a collaborator with the National Army.
Furthermore, two of his relatives were kidnapped by the
guerrilla group, although they were able to escape.
CASE 13: Displacement and threat

Victim: Miguel Ángel Sánchez Colobón, of the
Mennonite Church
Date: May 2013
Location: Bogotá
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
Miguel Ángel Sánchez was married with three children. He
and his family were members of the Mennonite Church.
Miguel was threatened in May 2013 by presumed guerrillas of the FARC-EP in Bogotá. Around 2:00 p.m. the day of
the crime, two men came to his house asking for him. His
wife told them that she didn’t know him. After this event,
Miguel and his family had to move to a different house.
Miguel had received protective measures from the National Protection Unit due to his connections with a Justice
and Peace process. On June 20, 2013, Miguel was traveling in a car with two bodyguards when the driver noticed
in the rearview mirror that two motorcycles were following
them. The driver drove to a National Police station, and the
motorcyclists vanished.
Miguel had received threats from the FARC-EP since 2008
and had to displace from Putumayo province where he
was accused of being an informant for the National Army
due to his connection to a Justice and Peace process
(Case 34).

CASE 14: Displacement and threat

Victims: Salvador Alcántara, Nidia Alián, Danilsa
Alcántara and Orlando*, of the Foursquare Church
Date: June 2, 2013
Location: Simití, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Salvador Alcántara Rivera, 53, was married to Nidia Alián
and had four daughters. Salvador was the pastor of the
Foursquare Church in El Garzal. He was the leader of the
community’s land restitution process and was the legal
representative of the Association of Alternative Producers
of Simití (ASPROAS).
Pastor Salvador was threatened by presumed neo-paramilitaries on June 2, 2013, and he and his family had
to leave, displaced from their home in El Garzal, Simití,
Bolívar. The first week in April 2014 the deputy in charge
of rural lands at the Rural Development Institute of the
Colombian government (INCODER) had formally presented
some of the titles that certified the farmers’ ownership of
some of the lots in El Garzal. These titles had previously
been illegally retained by officials of the predecessor titling
agency called INCORA.
One week later, Manuel Enrique Barreto, a large landowner who also claims ownership of the land in El Garzal,
was seen in the region. Barreto had been identified as
a member of the paramilitary structure by alias Julián
Bolívar, the ex-commander of the Paramilitary Bolívar
Central Block. The last week of May, Pastor Salvador received a call from a person who lives near La Sucumbeza
ranch (the property owned by the Barreto family), who
told him to be careful because an increasing number of
Los Urabeños neo-paramilitaries had been seen in the
area. The night of May 31, Pastor Salvador’s wife Nidia
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discovered two people on the house’s patio. Realizing
they’d been seen, they both ran away.
These security incidents caused Pastor Salvador, his wife,
one of his daughters, and a grandson to leave the community. Days later, they heard about a meeting called by
Los Urabeños neo-paramilitaries in the community of La
Trampa in the town of San Luis (which borders El Garzal).
In the meeting, the townspeople were told that those who
were leading the land restitution process would be killed
and Pastor Salvador was mentioned by name. On June
4, a member of the Christian Peacemaker Team saw two
people near Pastor Salvador’s house. When the two realized they had been seen, they fled the area. It was later
discovered that the two were part of a group of six armed
people in the area.
Pastor Salvador has been threatened by neo-paramilitaries on several occasions (Cases 59, 76, 77, 78 and 83 of
PC 5, and Case 99 of PC 6/7).

The García Marín family was threatened and displaced on
June 11, 2013, in the town of Trinidad in Nechí, Antioquia, by an unidentified armed group. The day of the displacement, there was a confrontation between two armed
groups near their house. Hearing the noise nearby, Susana* and Oscar* opened their door and found several men
who told them they must leave the area before daybreak.
Susana*, Oscar* and their six children left their home the
next morning at 4:00 a.m.
The reason for the threat is unknown. The area has constant armed confrontations between the Colombian Armed
Forces and the FARC-EP.
CASE 16: Displacement and threat

Victim: Carlos César Córdoba, of the Mennonite
Brethren Church
Date: October 12, 2013
Location: Istmina, Chocó
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

CASE 15: Displacement and threat

Victims: Susana Marín*, Oscar García*, Andrés*,
Juan*, Lorena*, Carlos*, Tatiana* and Marcela*, of an
independent Christian church
Date: June 11, 2013
Location: Nechí, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Unidentified
Susana Marín*, 38, was married to Oscar Garcia* and had
six children, all minors. They were members of the Redeemer Church in Nechí.
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Carlos César Córdoba was 18, single, and working in construction. Carlos and his sister were part of the Mennonite
Brethren Church.
Carlos was threatened and displaced by presumed neoparamilitaries on October 12, 2013, in Istmina, Chocó. According to the source, the threat was the result of a conflict
between Carlos and a local businessman.

Collective displacement
CASE 17: Collective displacement

Victims: Residents of Yupesito, of the Association of
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: January 19, 2013
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
The community of Yupesito had approximately 30 families, of which seven belonged to the Life Source Church of
the Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean
(AIEC).

According to the source, the perpetrators of the threat and
displacement were members of the FARC-EP, who took
the displaced men and women to Barbosa, Antioquia, forcing them to support the national agrarian strike.
Religious intolerance
CASE 19: Religious intolerance and confinement

Victims: Church of God and United Pentecostal Church
of Colombia in Putumayo
Date: July through December 2013
Location: Putumayo
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP

On January 17, 2013, the Yupesito community was displaced from their lands in Tierralta, Córdoba, by presumed
members of the FARC-EP. Around 4:00 p.m. that afternoon, a guerrilla group arrived at the village. The guerrillas took three people hostage and then killed them at
8:00 p.m. that evening. Afterwards, the community heard
the FARC-EP guerrilla members’ celebration and mockery
of the murders, which further frightened the community,
prompting them to decide to flee their homes.

In the province of Putumayo, there were several evangelical Christian churches that worked in urban and rural
areas, including the Church of God and the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia.

CASE 18: Collective displacement and collective threat

Rules 40 and 41 of the manual say: “Evangelical chapels
will only be built in the municipal capitals” and “Pastors
and priests will hold services only in the churches in the
municipal capitals”. Since the release of the manual, rural
churches have been closed and pastors have had their
travel restricted.

Victims: Residents of Saiza, of the Presbyterian Church
Date: August 22, 2013
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
On the morning of August 22, 2013, armed men in military attire appeared in several of the neighborhoods in
Saiza, Tierralta, in Córdoba. They used death threats to
take around 140 men and women with them, including
members of the local Presbyterian Church.

On July 20, 2013, the FARC-EP’s 32nd Front published
a document titled “Coexistence Manual for the proper
functioning of communities” in Putumayo, which included
restrictions on all church activities.

According to the source, the majority of the churches affected have been affiliated with the United Pentecostal
Church of Colombia as well as the Church of God denominations.
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Threat
CASE 20: Threat

Victim: Jorge García*, of the Mennonite Church
Date: January 2013
Location: Bogotá
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Jorge García* was a human rights defender who worked
with displaced persons. Jorge* was a member of the Mennonite Church.
Jorge* was threatened by presumed Los Rastrojos and
Los Pitufos neo-paramilitaries in January 2013 in Bogotá.
In December 2012, Jorge* and other human rights defenders participated in an event in the Colombian Congress. Weeks later, Jorge* and other participants were
threatened via an e-mail that listed their names as military
targets and warned that they should stop working for human rights, peace, and land restitution.
Jorge* filed a report with the National Protection Unit,
which provided him with a cell phone and a bulletproof
vest. However, between August and October, he continued
to receive threats via text messages that said he would die
and reiterated that he was a military target of Los Rastrojos and Los Pitufos.
Jorge* and his family have been victims of the armed
groups since 2000. One of his daughters was raped, and
another daughter was forcibly recruited by the FARC-EP in
2010. That year, Jorge* was threatened and displaced for
the first time (Case 39).
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CASE 21: Threat and extortion

Victims: Ricardo Alzate* and the Galatia Church of the
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean
Date: February 2, 2013
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Ricardo Alzate*, 45, was a farmer who was married with
three children. Ricardo* served as the pastor of the Galatia
Church within the Association of Evangelical Churches of
the Caribbean.
On February 2, 2013, Pastor Ricardo Alzate* was extorted
by presumed Águilas Negras neo-paramilitaries in Tierralta, Córdoba. That day a man came to his house looking for him and introduced himself as a commander of
the Águilas Negras. He said that they were at war, and
that all of the area’s people and groups must support the
Águilas Negras. He said the church´s assigned quota was
200,000 pesos (about US$100). The pastor told the man
that neither he nor the church had any funds. The neoparamilitary member insisted on the payment and told the
pastor he must borrow the money from people in town,
and that he would accompany the pastor to do so. Pastor
Ricardo* was forced to go on his motorcycle with the man,
to borrow the money and give it to him.
Illegal armed groups linked to narcotrafficking operate
in Tierralta. The number of extortions in the area has increased over the past several years.

CASE 22: Threat and collective threat

Victims: Eliud Alvear Cumplido, of the Christian and
Missionary Alliance, and the Las Pavas Community, with
members belonging to the United Pentecostal Church
of Colombia, Foursquare Church, and the Christian and
Missionary Alliance
Date: May 30, 2013
Location: Cantagallo, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

especially the leaders. Eliud Alvear Cumplido was one of
these leaders; he was forced to displace from the community in 2012 (Case 16 in PC 8).
The security guards belonging to Aportes San Isidro S.A.S.
have systematically harassed the community (Case 148 in
PC 6/7, Case 16 in PC 8, and Cases 26 and 27). According to the source, some of these guards were members of
paramilitary groups that operated in the region.
CASE 23: Threat and extortion

At the time of the incident, Eliud Alvear Cumplido was 45
years old, married, a teacher, the secretary of the Buenos
Aires Farmers Association (ASOCAB), and the president of
the Buenos Aires Community Council, located in El Peñon,
Bolívar. Eliud Alvear and his wife Sandra were members of
the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church.
The Las Pavas community had approximate 120 families,
the majority belonging to the Buenos Aires Farmers Association (ASOCAB) and connected with Foursquare Church,
the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia, and Christian
and Missionary Alliance.
On May 30, 2013, around 5:30 p.m., Eliud Alvear, along
with the entire Las Pavas community, was threatened on
the Oasis farm, a neighbor of the Las Pavas estate in Cantagallo, Bolívar. According to the source, a member of the
community (Eliud’s nephew) was traveling from ASOCAB’s
settlement and made it to the edge of the Oasis farm when
he was approached by three armed men: Mario Mármol
Montero, Carlos (alias “El Calvo”) and another man known
as “Gentil”. All three men were part of the security for
the Aportes San Isidro company. The three men beat the
young man, insulted him, and told him that they would let
him live so he could warn the community that the same
violence would happen to each of the ASOCAB members,

Victims: Carlos Correa Zuñiga and the Philadephia
Church of the Inter-American Church of Colombia
Date: June 2013
Location: Medellín, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Unknown
Carlos Correa, 54, was married and had two children. He
served as the pastor of the Philadelphia Church, of the
Inter-American Church of Colombia.
Pastor Carlos Correa was extorted in June 2013 by a presumed illegal armed group in Santander neighborhood,
in Ward Six of Medellín, Antioquia. Men from the armed
group approached Pastor Carlos and told him that he had
to pay a sum of money as a contribution for the protection
and security of the neighborhood. The pastor refused to
pay the extortion.
In prior years, the pastor had similarly been extorted by the
armed group, and each time he refused to pay.
The armed group has been in the area for several years,
and claims that its actions provide security. This situation
is common in many sectors of the city of Medellín.
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CASE 24: Threat

Victim: Ricardo Esquivia, of the Mennonite Church
Date: September 2013
Location: Sincelejo, Sucre
Alleged perpetrators: Prosecutor General’s Office and
Marine Infantry
Ricardo Esquivia is a member of the Mennonite Church of
Colombia and the director of the Planting Seeds of Peace
Association (Sembrandopaz), a church organization based
in Colombia’s Caribbean coastal region.
In early September 2013, Ricardo Esquivia received credible information of a threat that he would be arrested and
brought before the court using fabricated evidence. This
is similar to what happened in 1989, 1993, and 2004,
when the Colombian authorities used false accusations to
bring charges against Ricardo. These prior attempts were
all abandoned.
These threats were made because of the nature of the
work that Sembrandopaz has been doing for several years.
The organization has worked with farmer leaders in the
Montes de María region, supporting their initiatives to have
their civil rights respected, to gain access to comprehensive reparations, and to be able to return to the land they
had been forced to abandon. Sembrandopaz has also supported activities in response to the agricultural crisis in the
area caused by the destruction of avocado crops in more
than 40 rural communities.
The threats were made not only against Ricardo Esquivia
but also against a number of the campesino leaders in the
Montes de María highlands (Case 10).
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Collective Threat
CASE 25: Collective threat

Victims: The El Guayabo community, members of the
Foursquare Church
Date: November 19, 2013
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: National Police
El Guayabo community has about 50 families and is located in the town of Vijagual, in Puerto Wilches, Santander.
Part of the community is connected with the Foursquare
Church.
On November 19, 2013, there was an attempt to evict the
members of the El Guayabo community from their lands
by an order issued by Police Inspector Leonel Gutiérrez Lagares. El Guayabo, with the support of neighboring communities, nonviolently resisted the eviction order.
The police did not carry out the eviction due to the large
number of community members present at the protest,
including many families with children and a group of community lawyers.
This eviction order was the third in a series of attempts to
evict the community from their territory. The community has
also been accused of belonging to the guerrilla movement.
Currently, the El Guayabo community is facing legal proceedings challenging their ownership of the lands, and risks
being evicted by the police. On top of that, there are neoparamilitary groups in the Magdalena Medio region that
have threatened the leaders of other land cases (Case 14).

Illegal means and methods of warfare
CASE 26: Illegal means and methods of warfare

Victims: The community of Las Pavas, of the United
Pentecostal Church of Colombia, Foursquare Church,
and Christian and Missionary Alliance
Date: April 24, 2013
Location: Cantagallo, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
In 2013, the community of Las Pavas had about 120 families; most families belonged to the Buenos Aires Farmers
Association (ASOCAB) and were members of the United
Pentecostal Church of Colombia, the Foursquare Church,
and the Christian and Missionary Alliance.
On April 24, armed security guards that work for the palm
oil company Aportes San Isidro S.A.S. shot and punctured
a tire on the tractor that belongs to Las Pavas in the Cantagallo municipality in Bolívar. According to the source, on
the day of the attack 50 people including women, men,
elderly, and children, were traveling from the town of Buenos Aires towards the Las Pavas settlement. In a place
called Toronto, several armed men from the Aportes San
Isidro S.A.S. security team approached them, including
Francisco Flórez Mármol, Mario Mármol Montero, and
Carlos (alias “El Calvo”). The men repeatedly fired indiscriminately at the group, hitting and puncturing the tractor’s tires.
Aportes San Isidro S.A.S.’s security guards have systematically harassed the community (Case 148 in PC 6/7,
Case 16 in PC 8, and Cases 22 and 27). According to the
source, some of these guards were members of paramilitary groups that operated in the region.

The community is currently in a formal administrative process through the Colombian Rural Development Institute
(INCODER) to title Las Pavas to the ASOCAB farmers.
CASE 27: Illegal means and methods of warfare

Victims: The community of Las Pavas, of the United
Pentecostal Church of Colombia, the Foursquare Church,
and the Christian and Missionary Alliance
Date: June 27, 2013
Location: Cantagallo, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
In 2013 the Las Pavas community had about 120 families; the majority belonged to the Buenos Aires Farmers
Association (ASOCAB) and was connected to the United
Pentecostal Church of Colombia, Foursquare Church, and
Christian and Missionary Alliance.
Around 11:10 a.m. on June 27, 2013, the community of
Las Pavas was attacked by men presumed to be from the
Aportes San Isidro S.A.S. security team, in Cantagallo,
Bolívar attacked the Las Pavas’ community. On that date
members of the San Isidro security force launched a fireball made of socks bundled together with wire and soaked
in diesel fuel. The fireball was thrown with the intention of
burning the community meeting hall made of wood and
palm thatch. However, it flew over the community building
and bounced off the zinc roof of a house, falling to the
ground. The events were witnessed by two members of
the Christian Peacemakers Team who were in the community at the time.
One week later, on July 4, 2013, around 12:15 a.m. while
all the families that live in the settlement area were resting, three more similar fireballs were launched at the
houses and community buildings. This time, community
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members were able to see that the fireballs came from
the yard of the house where the Aportes San Isidro S.A.S.
workers stay.
Cases prior to 2013
Homicide

CASE 29: Homicide, displacement, and death threat

Victims: Alberto Ordóñez*, José Villamizar*, Elena*,
Fermina*, Gerson* and Haydé*, of the Association of
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: October 2, 2008
Location: Bucaramanga, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: ELN

CASE 28: Homicide and displacement

Victims: Salomón Álvarez*, Carolina Bernal*, and Paola
Álvarez*, of the Presbyterian Church
Date: June 2006
Location: Turbo, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Unknown guerrilla group
Salomón Álvarez* was married with two children. He was
a farmer and rancher. He and his family were members of
the Presbyterian Church.
Salomón* was murdered in June 2006 by presumed guerrillas in the town of San Vicente in Turbo, Antioquia. The
day of the crime, Salomón* was in a store with his uncle
when his uncle was killed. Salomón* ran away and the
men followed him. Salomón* tried to enter his house, but
was shot and killed. After Salomón’s* murder, his family
fled, displaced from their home.
Years prior, an armed group kidnapped and murdered Salomón’s* father and sister because they refused to pay
an extortion payment. It is presumed that this crime was
committed because the armed group wanted to control
the farmland that he managed.
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Alberto Ordóñez*, a 32-year-old farmer, lived with his
50-year-old farmer stepfather José Villamizar* and his
four siblings: Haydé* (25 years old), Gerson* (24), Elena*
(22) and Fermina* (21). They were members of a church
belonging to the Association of Evangelical Churches of
the Caribbean (AIEC). As a family, they went to live in Bucaramanga and bought a farm in the Catatumbo region in
Norte de Santander in 2008.
On October 2, 2008, presumed guerrillas from the ELN
killed José Villamizar*, causing the entire family to displace. The family had received death threats from the ELN
months prior to the murder.
CASE 30: Homicide

Victim: Susana*, of the Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: March 13, 2010
Location: El Bagre, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Unknown
Susana*, a 17-year-old young woman, worked in the Caño
Ñeque mines in El Bagre, Antioquia. She was a member of
God’s Paradise Church, of the Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC), in Ariguanicito, Montecristo, Bolívar.

Susana* was killed on March 13, 2010, in unknown circumstances in Caño Ñeque, El Bagre, Antioquia.
Prior to her murder, Susana* and her family had been
threatened by the FARC-EP due to a situation related to
her work in the mines, and were forced to leave Montecristo, Bolívar (Case 46). With this background, and
given the characteristics of the conflict in the area, it is
presumed that Susana’s* murder can be attributed to an
armed actor. Later, her brother was also killed (Case 32).
CASE 31: Homicide

Victim: Orlando Carvajal Carpio, of the Association of
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: December 2010
Location: Apartadó, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Orlando Carvajal Tapio, 36, worked in cattle ranching and,
along with his family, was part of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean.
Orlando was killed in December 2010 in Apartadó, Antioquia, by presumed neo-paramilitaries. The day of the
crime, armed men came to Orlando’s house and shot and
killed him. According to the source, Orlando was killed because he was considered an informant for the guerrillas.

Jorge Eliécer Pestana was a member of God’s Paradise
Church, within the Association of Evangelical Churches of
the Caribbean (AIEC) in Ariguanicito, Montecristo, Bolívar.
Jorge Eliécer worked in Caracolí, Antioquia.
Jorge Eliécer Pestana was killed by an unknown armed
group on June 17, 2011, in Caracolí, Antioquia. When
Jorge Eliécer did not return home as expected his mother,
Cristina Bello, went to Caracolí to look for him. There she
spoke with church members who said that he had disappeared and that she should look for him in the hospital in Apartadó. Not finding him in the Apartadó hospital,
Cristina went to the morgue where she found Jorge’s cadaver. Cristina recounted that when she later went to the
Prosecutor General’s Office, they told her a group had tied
Jorge Eliécer up using his belt and a cord, and then killed
him with a shot to the back of his head.
Two years before, the family had been threatened and
displaced from Ariguanicito, Montecristo, Bolívar, by the
FARC-EP (Case 46), and Jorge Eliécer’s sister was murdered in El Bagre, Antioquia (Case 30). Given the background and the characteristics of the conflict in the area,
it is presumed that this murder can be attributed to an
armed group.
Forced Disappearance
CASE 33: Disappearance

CASE 32: Homicide

Victim: Jorge Eliécer Pestana, of the Association of
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: June 17, 2011
Location: Caracolí, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Unknown

Victims: Héctor Sotelin and Julio Sotelin, of the
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean
(AIEC)
Date: August 2008
Location: Turbo, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
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Héctor and Julio Sotelin were 30 and 28 years old respectively, and worked on a banana plantation. The two brothers and their mother were members of the Association of
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC).
Héctor and Julio disappeared in August 2008 from the
town of San Vicente del Congo in the municipality of
Apartadó , Antioquia. One Tuesday, the Sotelin brothers
went to their jobs at the banana plantation, and remained
there until noon. They then left to go back to their house
in the Nueva Colonia neighborhood, but never arrived. According to reports that have yet to be confirmed, Héctor
and Julio were stopped by neo-paramilitaries somewhere
between the plantation and their home in the city.
Injury
CASE 34: Injury and threat

Victim: Miguel Ángel Sánchez Colobón, of the
Mennonite Church
Date: May 1, 2011
Location: Bogotá
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
Miguel Ángel Sánchez was married and had three children. He and his family belonged to the Mennonite Church.
Miguel was threatened and injured by presumed guerrillas
belonging to the FARC-EP on May 1, 2011, in Bogotá. In
April, Miguel was waiting for a bus when two men approached him on a motorcycle. As they got closer, he saw
them pull out guns, so he decided to take a taxi to flee the
situation. Three weeks later, Miguel was walking towards
his house when two armed men on a motorcycle again
approached him. Miguel began to run and the men began
to shoot. He was hit by two bullets, one in the abdomen
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and the other in his left leg. Fortunately, he was able to
make it to the hospital for treatment.
After these two events, Miguel began to receive calls to
his cell phone that threatened him and accused him of
being a National Army informant. On October 29, 2011
four men arrived at his house when Miguel wasn’t home.
His family called the Police, and when the Police arrived,
the men left.
Miguel has received threats from the FARC-EP since
2008. He had to displace from Putumayo where he was
also accused of being an informant to the National Army
and while connected to a Justice and Peace process.
Torture
CASE 35: Torture and displacement

Victims: Alicia Londoño, Jacinto Díaz, Blanca Díaz
Londoño, Patricia Díaz, Dalys Díaz Londoño, Alveiro Díaz
Londoño, Nelson Díaz Londoño, Kelly Díaz Londoño,
Isaac Díaz Londoño, Dannys Díaz Londoño and José
Díaz, of the Inter-American Church of Colombia
Date: May 29, 2006
Location: Cáceres, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries
In 2006, Alicia Londoño was married to Jacinto Díaz, was
57 years old, and had eight children: Blanca, Patricia,
Dalys, Alveiro, Nelson, Kelly, Isaac, and Dannys. She and
her family were part of the Inter-American Church of Colombia.
Alicia, Jacinto, and their eight children were displaced
on May 29, 2006, from the community of San Marcos,
Piamonte, Cáceres, Antioquia, by presumed paramilitaries.

A day prior to the displacement, a group of paramilitaries
came to the community and told all the families to leave
their farms or be killed.
The Díaz Londoño family decided to leave because there
had been armed confrontations between the paramilitaries and other armed groups in the nearby area. Some 70
other families were also displaced.
Three days prior to the displacement, Alicia’s brother-inlaw José was tortured by the same paramilitary group,
and he also left the community just days after the family’s
displacement.
Piamonte was a town controlled by paramilitary groups in
2006, and the majority of the residents were displaced.
The paramilitaries maintained a landing strip nearby and
they needed to keep the surrounding area clear in order
to monitor the movements of other armed groups present
in the area.
Attempted murder
CASE 36: Attempted murder, displacement, threat, and
illegal means and methods of warfare

Victims: Erika Molina, Alejandro Rocha, Alberto*,
Camilo* and David*, of the Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: March 2, 2010
Location: Caucasia, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Erika Molina and Alejandro Rocha lived in Caucasia, Antioquia, after having been displaced from Ayapel, Córdoba (Case 45). Erika and Alejandro were members of the
House of God Church, of the Association of Evangelical

Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC). They had three children:
Alberto* (15 years old), Camilo* (12) and David* (9).
On March 2, 2010, the Rocha Molina family’s home was
attacked when presumed neo-paramilitaries threw a
homemade explosive device through their window, damaging the house. Neighbors reported seeing two men on a
motorcycle throw the explosive. Later the police reported
that it was an attempted murder using a homemade grenade that could have caused much more damage than
it did. The next day, the family left, displaced from their
home.
The months prior to the attack, Alejandro had received
threatening phone calls from presumed neo-paramilitary
groups, saying they knew where he was located. They also
attempted to extort him.
After this second displacement, Alejandro continued to receive threatening phone calls for a while. The presumed
neo-paramilitaries told him that he had been attacked because they considered him to be an informant.
Forced displacement
CASE 37: Displacement and illegal means and
methods of warfare

Victims: Rosa Melía Baldovino, Marcelino Manuel
Molina Moriel, and Diomedes Manuel Molina Baldovino,
of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the
Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: January 1, 2003
Location: Tierradentro, Montelíbano, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Combatants
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Rosa Melia Baldovino, 63, was married to Marcelino
Manuel Molina, 78, and had one son, Diomedes Manuel,
40. The family was part of the Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC).
The Molina Baldovino family was displaced from San José,
Tierradentro, in the municipality of Montelíbano, Córdoba,
in 2003 by constant armed confrontations between the
armed groups in the area.
Over the past several years the town of Tierradentro has
seen the presence of several armed groups that have affected the safety and wellbeing of the civilian population.

CASE 39: Displacement and threat

Victims: Jorge García*, Jesica García*, Miguel Aponte*,
Wilson García*, Santiago* and Daniel*, of the Mennonite
Church
Date: 2005
Location: Bogotá
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
Jorge García* was a leader of displaced people and a human rights defender. He lived with his son Wilson*, his
daughter Jesica*, his son-in-law Miguel*, and his two
grandsons Santiago* and Daniel*. Jorge* and his family
were members of the Mennonite Church.

CASE 38: Displacement

Victims: Marlen Andrade*, Eugenia Andrade*, Tania
Andrade*, and Ángel Andrade*, of the Inter-American
Church of Colombia
Date: 2004
Location: Nechí, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Combatants
Eugenia Andrade* had three children: Marlen*, Tania*, and
Ángel*. The family was part of the Inter-American Church
of Colombia.
Eugenia* and her three children were displaced from
Nechí, Antioquia, in 2004 because of combat between the
Colombian National Army, the guerrilla, and paramilitary
groups. Two days prior to the displacement the military
entered the area by air and by land and dropped bombs
for two days. Eugenia* and her family stayed inside their
house for those two days, and when the confrontation
stopped, they left the region.
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Jorge* was threatened and displaced with his family in
2005 by presumed guerrillas from the FARC-EP in Bogotá. Jorge* was walking on the street when three men
approached him, insulted him, and told him “this is the last
day of your life.” Jorge* recognized the men as guerrillas
that he had seen in 2002 when he had lived and then
was displaced from Puerto Rico, Meta. Jorge* walked to
where several police officers were located, which caused
the men to stop following him.
After this event, Jorge* received phone calls in which the
presumed FARC-EP guerrillas threatened him. These calls
prompted him and his family to change houses several
times.
Jorge* and his family have been victims of armed actors
since 2000. One of his daughters was raped, and another
was forcibly recruited by the FARC-EP in 2010.

CASE 40: Displacement

Victims: Rut Asprilla* and husband, of the Association
of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: October 30, 2006
Location: Cáceres, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries
Rut Asprilla* was 50 years old and married, and had five
children and three grandchildren. Rut and her husband
were part of the Association of Evangelical Churches of
the Caribbean (AIEC).
Rut* and her husband were displaced on October 30,
2006, from the town of Piamonte in Cáceres, Antioquia, by
presumed paramilitaries. Two weeks before the displacement, a paramilitary group took control of the town and
engaged in several armed confrontations with other armed
groups in the area. When Rut* and her husband saw the
possibility of making a safe escape from the region they
did so.
CASE 41: Displacement, threat, and pillage

Victims: Aracelis del Carmen Ballesteros Jaramillo,
Rafael Sánchez Osorio, Merlys Sánchez and Elvira
Sánchez, of the Association of Evangelical Churches of
the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: January 19, 2007
Location: Turbo, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries
Aracelis del Carmen Ballesteros was 40 years old, a farmer, and married to Rafael Sánchez. They had two daughters: Merlys and Elvira. The family was part of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean.

The Sánchez Ballesteros family was displaced on January 19, 2007, from the community of La Cenizosa, San
Vicente, Turbo, Antioquia, by presumed paramilitaries.
The paramilitary group entered the family’s farm, stole 72
head of cattle, and then told them that they would be killed
if they didn’t leave the area. The family decided to displace
to another municipality in Córdoba, where they were then
arrested by the National Police who accused them of being
guerrilla fighters. After several weeks, the police released
them due to a lack of evidence.
A year after their displacement, the family tried to return
to their land, but was stopped by presumed paramilitaries who did not let them enter their lands. In 2010, they
again decided to return to their land due to their difficult
economic situation, despite the risks involved.
CASE 42: Displacement and illegal means and
methods of warfare

Victims: Carolina Bernal*, Paola Álvarez* and Alberto
Álvarez*, of the Association of Evangelical Churches of
the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: November 2007
Location: Turbo, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Carolina Bernal* was 54 years old, had two young children, and worked as a seamstress. She and her family
were members of the Emmaus Church of the Association
of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean. Carolina was a
member of the Association’s governing council.
Carolina’s house was burned in November 2007 by presumed neo-paramilitaries in San Vicente, Turbo, Antioquia.
The night of the crime, men from the armed group arrived
at the town at 2:00 a.m. They killed four people and sur-
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rounded the town. Heavily armed men wearing camouflage went to Carolina’s house and said they were with the
Peasant Self Defense Forces and gave Carolina’s family
one minute to get out of the house. Carolina* and her children fled the house and threw themselves to the ground,
as they witnessed the men shoot her house and then set
it on fire. Men from the armed group told Carolina* that
they set her house on fire because she had been in a relationship with a member of the FARC-EP. After this attack,
Carolina* and her two children fled, displaced, from the
municipality of Turbo.
Carolina* was previously displaced from Turbo in 2006
when her husband was murdered (Case 28).
CASE 43: Displacement

Victims: Eugenia Andrade*, Marlen Andrade*, Tania
Andrade*, and Ángel Andrade*, of the Inter-American
Church of Colombia
Date: 2008
Location: Nechí, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: National Army
Eugenia Andrade* had three children: Marlen*, Tania* and
Ángel*. The family belonged to the Inter-American Church
of Colombia.
Eugenia* and her three children were displaced from
Trinidad, Nechí, Antioquia, in 2008 by the National Army.
Days prior to the displacement, there were several armed
exchanges between the National Army and the guerrilla
forces. Later, soldiers began to go house to house looking
for members of the guerrillas. They forced their way inside,
threw the women to the floor, and forced the men to take
off all their clothes to be searched.
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After this event, Eugenia* and her children left the area. In
2004, they had been displaced for the first time (Case 38),
but they had returned in 2007 because they believed the
area was less risky.
CASE 44: Displacement and threat

Victims: Álvaro León*, Susana Méndez*, and Felipe*, of
the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia.
Date: 2008
Location: Algeciras, Huila
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
Álvaro León* was 37 years old, married, and the father
of three children. He and his family were members of the
United Pentecostal Church of Colombia.
Álvaro* was threatened in 2008 by presumed members of
the FARC-EP in Algeciras, Huila. Álvaro* was working on a
friend’s farm when a person he knew and who belonged
to the guerrilla group told him that he should leave the
area because the group was going to kill him. Álvaro*, his
wife, and child displaced to the city of Neiva. However,
while there, they saw a brother of the guerrilla who had
threatened Álvaro* so they decided to leave the province
of Huila.
Álvaro* filed a report with the Prosecutor General’s Office
about the threat, and also registered his forced displacement with the Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office.
Álvaro’s family has previously been victim to violence. His
mother and uncle were kidnapped in 2000, and an aunt
was injured in 2002. It is presumed that the first kidnapping had been for money, and the other harassments had
been to pressure the family to not report the crime.

CASE 45: Displacement

Victims: Erika Molina, Alejandro Rocha, Alberto*,
Camilo* and David*, of the Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: June 2008
Location: Ayapel, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Erika Molina and Alejandro Rocha worked at the La Nave
Ranch in Ayapel, Córdoba. Erika and Alejandro were members of the House of God Church, of the Association of
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC). The couple
had three children: Alberto* (15 years old), Camilo* (12),
and David* (9).
The Rocha Molina family was forcibly displaced from Ayapel starting in June 2008 when a new boss arrived at the
La Nave ranch, accompanied by armed men, presumably
neo-paramilitaries. The couple both worked on the farm
and Alejandro managed payroll. After a murder took place
there in June 2008, presumably perpetrated by the neoparamilitaries, Erika and the three children left the area.
Alejandro waited until November 2008 to leave.

Cristina Bello, a farmer, was 64 years old and lived with
her family on her farm in Ariguanicito, Montecristo, Bolívar.
Cristina, her 35-year-old son Edilberto Pestana Bello, her
16-year-old daughter Susana*, her 11-year-old grandson
Álvaro*, her 8-year-old grandson Martín*, and her 4-yearold granddaughter Ana* were members of God’s Paradise
Church, of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the
Caribbean (AIEC).
Cristina and her family left Ariguanicito on June 9, 2009,
after receiving a threat from presumed members of the
FARC-EP. Cristina explained that before the threat and displacement, she had sold food to the army whenever they
came through the area. The death threat, from presumed
members of the FARC-EP, came to Cristina via a member
of the church who was told that the guerrillas were going
to kill Cristina, along with two others, “for being accomplices of the army.”
Cristina had received threats before from the FARC-EP
due to the gold that she and her family mined in the area
using a dredge. In subsequent years, two of Cristina’s children were murdered (Cases 30, 32).
CASE 47: Displacement and threat

The family was later threatened and attacked again by
these same presumed neo-paramilitaries (Case 36).
CASE 46: Displacement and threat

Victims: Cristina Bello, Susana*, Edilberto Pestana
Bello, Álvaro*, Martin*, and Ana*, of the Association of
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: June 9, 2009
Location: Montecristo, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP

Victims: Santiago Yepes*, Amparo Bastidas*, Jhenifer*
and Juan Pablo*, of the Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: February 13, 2010
Location: Caucasia, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Santiago Yepes*, 39, and Amparo Bastidas, 28, were
farmers that lived in Las Malvinas, Caucasia, Antioquia.
They had two children: Jhenifer*, 9, and Juan Pablo*, 8.
They were members of the Church of the Tree of the Inter-
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American Church, where Santiago* served as president of
the youth group.
On February 13, 2010, Santiago* was fishing in the river
when two armed men, presumed members of the Los
Paisas neo-paramilitary group, approached him and told
him they were going to kill him. Santiago* immediately
threw himself in the river and was able to hide in the forest
on the river banks. The next day, Santiago* and his family
left the area with the help of the army.

area as displaced people, including the Peña Hoyos family and approximately 200 people belonging to the InterAmerican Church of Villa del Socorro.
There were at least two previous acts of violence by armed
groups in the years before this massacre that contributed
to the mass displacement in 2010: a massacre on February 15, 2009, and the murder of a pastor on October 16,
2009 (Case 10, PC 5).
CASE 49: Displacement and collective displacement

The month before, Santiago* had witnessed his neighbor
being killed by the same alleged neo-paramilitaries that
threatened him. It is presumed that the threat was the result of having witnessed this murder.
CASE 48: Displacement and collective displacement

Victims: Ena Luz Hoyos, Héctor Peña, Adelaida*,
Betsabé*, Claudia*, Débora* and the Villa del Socorro
community, of the Inter-American Church of Colombia
Date: February 23, 2010
Location: Caucasia, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Unknown
Ena Luz Hoyos, 52, and her husband Hector Peña, 62, lived
and farmed in the community of Villa del Socorro, in the municipality of Caucasia, Antioquia. The couple lived with their
two daughters Adelaida*, 28, and Betsabé, 19, and their
two granddaughters Claudia*, 13, and Débora, 4. They were
members of the Inter-American Church of Villa del Socorro.
On February 23, 2010, at around 8:30 p.m., an armed
group wearing uniforms without identification patches entered Villa del Socorro. The group attacked a number of
houses and killed four people. In the days following the
massacre, all of the members of the community left the
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Victims: Carmen Villalobos*, Gerson Pinzón*, Josué*,
Federico* and families of an independent evangelical
church
Date: June 26, 2010
Location: Buenavista, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Carmen Villalobos* was 56 years old and married to Gerson Pinzón*. She was raising two grandsons: Josué* and
Federico*. The family were members of the Jesus of Nazareth Christian Church.
Carmen* and her family were displaced on June 26,
2010, from Colonia 72 in Buenavista, Córdoba, by presumed members of the Los Paisas neo-paramilitaries. The
Águilas Negras neo-paramilitaries had been present in the
area prior to the arrival of the Los Paisas on June 18,
around 5:00 p.m. That day, the newly arrived armed group
killed six men in the community. On June 26, Carmen and
her family, along with five other families from their church,
all left the region.
Carmen* registered her displacement with the authorities,
but at the time of the documentation of her case (2013),
she had not yet received a response.

CASE 50: Forced displacement and threat

Victims: Álvaro León*, Susana Méndez*, Felipe*,
Andrés* and Mariana*, of the United Pentecostal Church
of Colombia
Date: March 2012
Location: Florencia, Caquetá
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
Álvaro León* was 37, married, and the father of three
children. He and his family were members of the United
Pentecostal Church of Colombia.
Álvaro* was threatened in March 2012 by presumed
members of the FARC-EP in Florencia, Caquetá. Álvaro*
received a letter signed by the guerrilla group declaring
him to be a military target and accusing him of being an
informant. The letter also mentioned that some of his kidnapped relatives had escaped from captivity.
One day in November 2012, as Álvaro’s wife Susana* was
leaving their house to go to work, she saw two suspicious
strangers looking at the house. After she left, the two men
knocked on the door and the woman who was caring for
the children opened the window. The men forced the door
open and entered the house. The men asked for Álvaro,
and the woman replied that he was working.
After this event, Álvaro*, Susana*, and their children left
the area. They reported the event to the Prosecutor General’s Office. Álvaro was also threatened and displaced in
2008 (Case 44).

CASE 51: Threat

Victims: Alberto Peñaloza Bautista and Heidi Tatiana
Jaime Arenas, of the Mennonite Church
Date: May 14, 2009
Location: Bogotá
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
Alberto Peñaloza Bautista and Heidi Tatiana Jaime Arenas
were married and had one child. Alberto and Heidi were
members of the Mennonite Church and were volunteers at
the church’s project, called Bread and Life, a community
soup kitchen.
Alberto and Heidi were threatened in 2009 by presumed
neo-paramilitaries in the city of Bogotá. Alberto and Heidi
received a call from a woman who told them they should
come to the Canadian Embassy on May 14 at 3:00 p.m.
for a meeting. When they went to the embassy, they were
told that the embassy had not scheduled any meetings
with them. Alberto and Heidi were frightened and asked
two embassy security guards to accompany them to the
bus to go home.
Alberto and Heidi took the bus, and after a few blocks saw
two armed men on a motorcycle. One of them pulled out a
gun to shoot, but the bus was able to get away. Some meters later, the couple got off the bus and started to run to
hide. However, the men on the motorcycle saw them and
followed them for several streets, until they came upon a
National Police car, and the motorcycle therefore disappeared.
In September, Alberto was volunteering in the church and
left to deliver some materials to a school, when he saw the
same men that had followed them in May. Alberto started
running and ran until he reached the school.
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Alberto and his family have faced multiple security incidents since 2003. Initially, his father and brother were extorted by the United Self Defense Forces of Colombia, and
in late 2003, members of the same group forced their way
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in to his house in Cúcuta, Norte de Santander, and killed
Alberto’s brother. On January 2, 2004, the group killed
his father, and later the rest of the family began to receive
threatening phone calls.
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Chapter 2

Quantitative Analysis

W

ith the information registered in the SIVEL (Online Political Violence Information System) program database, A Prophetic
Call is able to analyze the quantitative information available about human rights violations and International Humanitarian Law infractions committed against people, families, and communities connected to Protestant and evangelical churches
in Colombia.
The following sections analyze the statistics for 2013, including the victims’ demographic data, locations, the churches the
victims belonged to, the alleged perpetrators, the type of violations and the collective cases.

Victims Demographics
Age range

The table shows that the age grouping that had the greatest number of victims were minors, with 23 violations, 28% of the
total. This shows that children continue to be a population facing high levels of vulnerability in the context of the internal
armed conflict, continuing this trend from the last three Prophetic Call reports.
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Sex

In 2013 we registered a greater number of violations committed against men than women. It is important to mention that
there were 41 cases of individuals being forcibly displaced: 20 were women and 21 were men.
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Church

In 2013, the church that registered the most violations was the Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC).
Seventy of the 81 violations were against people belonging to 10 Protestant or evangelical church denominations. People
belonging to independent evangelical churches were victims of 10 violations. It not possible to identify the victim’s church
for only one violation.
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Location of the Victims

The greatest number of violations were documented in the provinces of Córdoba and Antioquia. In 2013, there were an
increased number of cases registered in Bogotá compared to previous years, demonstrating the capacity of armed groups
in urban areas.
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Alleged Perpetrators

In 2013 the majority of violations documented were perpetrated by neo-paramilitary groups and the FARC-EP. Unlike the
previous three years, in 2013 violations committed by the ELN were once again documented.
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Type of Violation

Forced displacement and threats were the two most frequent types of violations registered in 2013. Thirteen threats and four
homicides were committed by neo-paramilitaries. The guerrillas were responsible for 24 displacements: the FARC-EP for 20
and the ELN for four. In 2013 nine violations were committed against pastors, one of which was a homicide.
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Collective Victims

As noted in last year’s A Prophetic Call 8, there is a tendency towards increased numbers of collective human rights violations
and International Humanitarian Law infractions committed against communities connected to evangelical and Protestant
churches. In 2013, this type of collective violation was committed against seven Protestant or evangelical Christian denominations.
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Alleged

Type of

perpetrator

violation

Date

Province

January 19

Córdoba

FARC-EP

February 2

Córdoba

Neo-paramilitaries

April 24

Bolívar

Neo-paramilitaries

Collective
displacement

Collective threat

Collective threat

Approximate
number of
people affected

Denomination

35

Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean
(AIEC)

30

Association of Evangelical
Churches of the Caribbean
(AIEC)

50

Christian and Missionary
Alliance
United Pentecostal Church of
Colombia Foursquare Church
Christian and Missionary
Alliance

May 30

Bolívar

Neo-paramilitaries

Collective threat

50

June

Antioquia

Unknown

Collective threat

30

July through
December

Putumayo

FAR-EP

Religious
intolerance

200

United Pentecostal Church of
Colombia

August 22

Córdoba

FARC-EP

Collective
displacement
Collective threat

30

Presbyterian Church

November 19

Santander

National Police

Collective
displacement

50

Foursquare Church

United Pentecostal Church of
Colombia Foursquare Church
Inter-American Church of
Colombia
Church of God

Confinement

41

42
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Chapter 3

Seeds of Hope

A

Prophetic Call presents Protestant and evangelical churches’ ministries, initiatives and actions in response to the armed
conflict. The Seeds of Hope we share are the churches’ experiences as they promote nonviolence, work for conflict
transformation and social justice, accompany victims and seek to create the conditions necessary for a sustainable peace.

Radio Peace Vigil
The Nuevo Continente Radio Station, the Evangelical Council of Colombia, and Justapaz promoted a Radio Peace Vigil, transmitted at 1460 AM and on the station’s webpage from 6 p.m. on December 7, to 6 a.m. on December 8, 2013.
The vigil’s objective was to “Share Protestant churches’ commitment to and actions for peace and reconciliation throughout
the different regions of the country.” A further objective was to “Take time with local and regional actors (churches, academics, social movements, state officials) to analyze the progress made and challenges that remain in the peace talks in
Havana between the government and the FARC-EP” and to “Promote church actions (services, plans, vigils) to pray for peace
with social justice in the country.”
This radio program for peace opened its microphones to churches and leaders from different parts of the country, allowing
them to give their testimonies, provide their analysis of the current situation, and to pray for peace and reconciliation in
Colombia.
The radio vigil brought together Protestant and evangelical churches throughout the country, Christian radio stations, and
different organizations and institutions inspired by the message of peace and reconciliation.
The radio program had five sections, which included:
1. Spirituality of peace and reconciliation
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2.
3.
4.
5.

Political panel: voices and analysis for peace
Youth space for peace
In memory of the victims of the armed conflict
Reconciliation through regional testimonies

During the 12 hours of transmission, around 90,000 people listened to the program. Via social networks people were tuned
in to the program in Canada, the United States, and Mexico.

Public Letter to Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos and the National
Liberation Army (ELN)
On July 3, 2013, people and organizations from civil society, including churches, made a statement about the initial discussions
between the Colombian government and the National Liberation Army (ELN). Here we share the content of the public letter:
We, as people and organizations committed to peace in Colombia, welcome the conversations that the
administration of President Juan Manuel Santos and the FARC-EP are developing, recognizing that the
path to peace is complex and difficult. Dialogue is the expeditious alternative to political violence and is an
open path to resolving the armed conflict in Colombia. We are convinced that political participation can
guarantee the expansion of democracy and justice.
We believe, as many people have said already, that a peace without the participation of the National Liberation Army (ELN) is an incomplete peace. We desire an all-encompassing peace that includes all the
armed actors and covers the entire national territory. The ELN has been part of the Colombian conflict for
five decades and must be part of the solution. The group has repeatedly expressed in numerous public
communiqués its willingness to dialogue and negotiate a political solution to the armed conflict.
For various reasons, previous administrations were not able to successfully conclude negotiations with
the ELN and the work of continuing this task now falls upon the current administration. Beyond different
ideas about the methodology, we recognize in the ELN a political force, an inclination towards peace, and
a real desire to move peace negotiations forward, towards a dignified peace, without winners or losers.
Thanks to the General Agreement that is being developed today at the negotiating table in Havana, there
is now an explicitly open door that enables the inclusion of other armed groups at the peace talks and
negotiations. If there is real political will, how to coordinate the processes or develop parallel processes
would be but a secondary issue.
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The obstacles to restarting the peace process need to be overcome via the implementation of respect
for humanitarian principles and ending all practices that hurt human dignity, including kidnapping among
others. The ELN must renounce the practice of kidnapping and free all of the people it has kidnapped, including the Canadian Jernoc Wobert. This type of decision would be a positive contribution to overcoming
the many obstacles that have impeded the peace talk process with the government.
We call upon the national government and the ELN to advance dialogue as quickly as possible with the
goal of contributing to a just peace for the Colombian people. The great majority have this wish: an end
to the armed conflict via the negotiating table and the reforms that will emerge from that process. In order to contribute to the negotiations, we request a meeting with President Juan Manuel Santos and the
possibility of an exchange with the ELN.
We are confident that stakeholders from the public sphere, including the international community, will
want to participate. The support of our neighboring countries is an essential piece of this participation.
Similarly, the participation of churches and civil society organizations, among other institutions, will undoubtedly provide support for peace initiatives.
We are committed to action, according to our possibilities and our limitations, so that achieving peace
goes beyond simply being an issue for the parties in direct dialogue, but also becomes a national project,
as the national government and ELN have both expressed.
The letter was signed by 32 organizations and 161 individuals. Some church organizations that signed the letter include the
Mencoldes Foundation, Justapaz, the Peace Commission of the Evangelical Council of Colombia (CEDECOL), Pax Christi, the
Baptist University of Cali and Teusaquillo Peace Territory.
Among the individuals who signed the letter, there were recognized politicians, social activists, teachers, researchers, journalists, human rights defenders, social leaders, directors of social institutions, NGO workers, and people connected to evangelical and Protestant churches such as the Mennonite Brethren Church, the Life for the Nations Church, the Presbyterian
Church, the Mennonite Church, the Pentecostal Church of God, the Evangelical Covenant Church, the Baptist Church and the
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean.

Days of Prayer and Action for Peace in Colombia
For six years, organizations and churches in Canada, Colombia, and the United States have been leading the annual Days of
Prayer and Action for Peace in Colombia. In 2013, the campaign was held on April 26 through 29, and was united behind the
slogan “Now is the Time for Peace with Justice in Colombia.”
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As part of the campaign, a letter was written to Colombian President Juan Manuel Santos and the negotiators for both the
Colombian government and the FARC-EP in Havana. Here we share part of the letter:
Greetings from a group of leaders and
representatives of churches that have
been organizing the Days of Prayer
and Action for Peace in Colombia in
late April for the past six years.
In 2013, our slogan is Now Is the Time
for Peace with Justice in Colombia.
This statement is full of great hope,
as we consider the peace talks in Havana an answer to our prayers and
actions asking God for an end to the
violence in Colombia and that peace
be made possible.
During these years of prayer and Bible
study, the spirit of God has shown us
that peace and reconciliation in Colombia will only be possible as a fruit
of justice (Isaiah 32:17). According to
the Bible, justice minimally includes:
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•

Protection of human dignity and creation, achievable through the implementation and protection of
human and environmental rights.

•

Reparation to the different victims of violence and the creation of public and private plans to overcome the poverty that impacts a large portion of Colombians.

•

Rejection of all forms of violence and the creation of dialogue mechanisms to resolve social and
political conflicts.

•

Strengthening of the democratic participation of diverse political and social groups so that we can
coexist as a reconciled society.

The hope that Now Is the Time for Peace with Justice in Colombia inspires us to appeal to you to continue
your work at the negotiating table until an agreement is made that contributes to a reduction in the violence and the humanitarian crisis generated by armed confrontation and that allows all citizens to participate
in building peace. On our part, in our churches and communities where we testify to the gospel of peace,
we will continue praying. We will continue in our role as members of civil society, contributing to initiatives
that make peace the fruit of justice on the local, regional, and national level.
The campaign also included several different liturgical activities. In Bogotá on Monday, April 29, a public ecumenical action
was held outside of the Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada Convention Center where a forum on political participation was being
held. The forum was organized by the National University and the United Nations Development Program on behalf of the
negotiating committee representing the government and FARC-EP in Cuba, in order to facilitate civil society’s participation in
the peace talks. The Days of Prayer and Action for Peace in Colombia letter was delivered to representatives of the Senate
and House Peace Commissions, and specifically to Alessandro Preti, the Coordinator of Peace and Reconciliation, to Representative Joaquín Camelo, and to Professor Alejo Vargas of the Center for Peace Process Analysis and Monitoring at the
National University of Colombia.

ACT Alliance letter reiterating support for peace talks between Colombian
government and FARC-EP
The ACT (Action by Churches Together) Alliance brings together churches and faith organizations that seek to contribute to
the eradication of poverty, injustice, and human rights violations. The Alliance in Colombia includes Christian Aid, Lutheran
World Relief, Lutheran World Federation – Colombia World Service, HEKS Switzerland, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Colombia (IELCO), the Presbyterian Church of Colombia (IPCOL), Ecumenical Network of Colombia, Bread for the World, Latin
American Council of Churches of Colombia, Regional Ecumenical Advisory and Service Center (CREAS), and Justapaz.
On November 13, 2013, the ACT Alliance released a public communiqué that reiterated its support for the peace talks in
Havana, Cuba, between the Colombian government and the FARC-EP. The alliance expressed its support with these words:
It has been a year since the negotiations began, and in that time agreements have been hammered out
on the first two points of the formal agenda: comprehensive rural reform and political participation. As the
churches and organizations which make up the ACT Alliance Colombia Forum we wish to reaffirm our
support for this negotiation process between the Colombian government and the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP) which seeks to bring the long-standing armed conflict to an end. We also
support the mutual interest of the government and the National Liberation Army (ELN) to begin a similar
negotiation process. We believe that a just and lasting peace can only be obtained by means of a politically negotiated settlement of the internal armed conflict. We therefore invite all national and international
stakeholders to support this process...
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The conviction of those of us in the ACT Colombia Forum is that an eventual peace accord must start with
respect for the right to truth, justice, reparations, and guarantees of non-repetition, and that these should
apply to all the victims of the armed conflict. To that end we believe that reparations must be based on
the specific types of damages and suffering in each of the different population groups, that is to say, their
relationship to their historic lands, their ethnic origins and the specific situation of women, children and
elderly must all be taken in to account.
We believe that the dialogue now going on in Havana is undoubtedly an important step towards achieving peace in Colombia. But at the same time this effort will not be sufficient if it does not recognize and
address the structural causes of the conflict: concentration of wealth, inequality, poverty, high levels of
impunity and generalized violation of human rights. In addition, we see concentration of power in a few
hands and the lack of guarantees or space for political participation, especially for the most vulnerable
sectors as concerns which must be addressed in order for lasting peace to be attained.
An impending task which cannot be delayed is preparing for a possible post-accord scenario. Beside the
activity of the FARC-EP, Colombia continues to suffer from the scourge of a myriad of illegal armed actors.
These have a great impact on the Colombian population, particularly the humanitarian crisis in the country.
These groups are also responsible for systematic violations of human rights, and threats to the lives of
political and social leaders and officials. They exercise control over specific areas of the country, and exert
their authority in various state institutions and structures. They are also closely linked to illegal economic
activity, for example: the growing of crops sold to produce illegal drugs, drug trafficking and illegal control
and extraction of natural resources, especially mining.
Our purpose at this juncture is to issue a call to the international community to ask that they continue to
show their clear support for the peace dialogues with the FARC-EP, and will make public their unequivocal
rejection of those individuals and groups who are opposing and trying to block the positive development
and final success of the peace dialogues, because they see that their interests and agendas will be
affected by the success of this process. In our view the peace process must proceed without obligation
to any particular economic or political interests, or to any particular type of organization representing any
particular constituency.
We believe that even if the negotiations in Havana reach a successful conclusion the international community must continue its commitment to support Colombia, acting not only as guarantors but also as a
source of support for the process that will be required for the accords to be translated into clear plans
for government action and clear public policies which can be effectively implemented. The economic and
political support of the international community, in particular for the victims and those who provide them
support and humanitarian aid, will also continue to be necessary in order to ensure timely and systematic
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monitoring of compliance with the terms of the agreements. This will be especially important in monitoring
compliance regarding the rights to truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-repetition.
It is clear that a lasting peace with social justice will only be possible with the full and active participation
of Colombian civil society. Therefore we reiterate that the strong and unconditional support of the international community will continue to be of the utmost importance, especially in any post-accord scenario.
The churches have a fundamental role in achieving a lasting peace. Their participation in the peace process can contribute to building a culture of peace in our conflict-ridden society, strengthening the resilience of our communities and accompanying them on the long but necessary journey to reconciliation.
Recommendations from the ACT Forum in Colombia to the Government and the FARC:
1. That they increase their efforts at the negotiating table. We ask them not to leave the table in Havana
until they have successfully reached accords on all items within an acceptable timeframe.
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2. That civil society be included in the negotiation process as an active interested
party, so that the negotiation process
will have more credibility and legitimacy
3. That the government begin negotiations
with the ELN.
4. That the rights of victims to truth, justice, comprehensive reparations and the
guarantee of non-repetition be given
priority in the negotiations.
5. That the parties prepare for a possible
post-accord scenario. This must include in particular the dismantling of illegal
armed groups, including all paramilitary
groups. It must also include investigation, prosecution and sanctions for public officials who have collaborated with
these groups.
To the international community:
1. That they continue strong support for the
negotiations and publically reject any attempts to obstruct the negotiations.

Foto: Anna Vogt

2. That they ensure continuity for the presence of the international community in Colombia. The continued presence of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights will be particularly
important for the monitoring of the humanitarian and human rights situation, especially in the remote
regions where people experience generalized and frequent violations of their human rights and where
International Humanitarian Law is ignored by all armed groups.
3. That they provide strong political and economic support in any possible post-conflict scenario, in
particular to ensure the active participation of Colombian civil society in the transformation of the
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possible peace accords into clear public policies which will be effectively implemented and will truly
contribute to a lasting peace.
4. That they will monitor any possible peace accord, and that they will support the efforts of Colombian
civil society to carry out independent monitoring, particularly in respect to the victims’ rights.

Forum on Youth Political Participation in Soacha
Soacha is an urban municipality bordering the capital city Bogotá. It is characterized by multiple forms of violence affecting its
youth. The great majority of the population of Soacha has directly suffered some form of human rights violation in the context
of the armed conflict (forced displacement, selective threats, the recruitment and involvement of minors by armed groups).
Virtually all the population suffers the effects of structural violence (poverty, lack of schooling, lack of access to health care,
unincorporated neighborhoods, and limited access to basic services such as water and electricity).
Within this context, diverse youth initiatives are seeking to promote cultures of peace, citizen participation, and community
organizing. In May 2013, a forum was held in Soacha titled “Constructing Peace from Youth Cultures and Identities”. One
of the main topics of the dialogue was “Art is Voice: Challenges and Experiences”, to address key issues of youth public
policy in the municipality. The forum was promoted by the Growing Together Christian Corporation, a project of the Berna
City Mennonite Church, which works with children and adolescents in the Rincón del Lago neighborhood, in Ward Four of
Soacha, Cundinamarca.
Months prior to the forum, the Growing Together Corporation facilitated a training event for the youth that participated in
the project which focused on peace-building, public policy advocacy, mechanisms for civil participation, and youth cultures,
among other topics. The idea for the forum came out of that training process, with the goal of creating a space where youth
from the sector could converse about public policy and reflect on their participation in reformulating the policy. The forum,
likewise, highlighted the importance of artistic expression as a legitimate form of youth participation and the need to implement community projects that include youth proposals and initiatives.
The forum included delegates from the Municipal Administration, youth coordinators of the Young Soacha Program of the
Social Development Ministry, delegates from youth organizations and collectives in Soacha, social organizations, community
organizations, churches, and others.
The youth who participated had a specific critical objective: to ensure that they as youth would be involved in both the Youth
Public Policy of Cundinamarca and the reformulation of Youth Public Policy in Soacha, so that these policies will recognize
the needs and proposals of the youth in Soacha. Some of the topics discussed were:
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1. The right to live in peaceful, dignified, and just conditions.
2. The right to education and technology for comprehensive human development.
3. The recognition of comprehensive health care as a fundamental right for youth.
4. The right to the recognition and validation of youth identity within the diversity and plurality of cultural,
ethnic, religious, and political practices and expressions.
5. The right to youth entrepreneurship in fair conditions.
6. The right to organized and democratic participation of young people.
7. The right to a comprehensive, sustainable peace with social justice.

Deacons of Peace Diploma Course1
In 2013, the Deacons of Peace diploma course was held, beginning in February in Barranquilla at the Reformed University
and ending in July at the Baptist University Foundation in Cali. Its objective was to “Strengthen the capabilities, connections,
testimony, actions and public policy advocacy of ecclesial communities for peace-building in Colombia from a biblicaltheological perspective, while taking into account local and international experiences with an approach focused in human
rights, non-violence, and the pursuit of justice.”
On the last day of the program, the participants shared the work they had done in their communities: a systematization of
churches’ and Christian organizations’ experiences to honor memory and build peace in Colombia. The group also visited
Trujillo, Valle de Cauca, to dialogue with the leaders of the Association of the Relatives of the Victims (AFAVIT) in the city, and
to see the Monument Park, built in memory of the region’s victims.
The participants further developed their understanding of the armed conflict and the diverse forms of violence in Colombia,
learned how churches and ecclesial movements have contributed to peace building across the country, explored a biblicaltheological approach to peace, and received tools for systematizing the experiences and recovering the memory of the people
and communities that have been victims of conflict and work to build peace.

1
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Information provided by Reverend Milton Mejía of the Presbyterian Church, taken from the notes published on July 31, 2013 at: http://oidhpaz.blogspot.com/2013/07/concluyo-diplomado-en-diaconia-para-la.html

This training was organized by the Ecumenical Network of Colombia and had the academic backing of two of its member
organizations: the Baptist University Foundation and the Reformed University. It was carried out thanks to support from
the World Council of Churches, CLAI, CREAS, ICCO and Kerk in Actie, who provided funding and personnel for the training
process.
In the evaluation of the program at the end a clear need was identified: to publicize the participants’ systematization and
memory efforts. In addition a proposal was made that the Ecumenical Network of Colombia continue to encourage training
processes and public policy advocacy in order that churches and ecumenical organizations can continue to strengthen their
contributions to peace-building in Colombia.

In the second half of 2013, many protests and mobilizations were organized in
the rural sectors of Colombia. One of the
areas with significant participation was
Catatumbo, Norte de Santander, an area
spanning 11 municipalities on the border
with Venezuela. Thousands of small scale
farmers sustained a protest involving closure of all major highways for 53 days. A
number of pastors participated in the demands for campesino rights. Four people
were killed by the military and many seriously wounded.

Foto: Anna Vogt

Pastoral Visit and Humanitarian Aid in Catatumbo

During the mobilization in August, an ecumenical pastoral visit was organized to
meet with some victims of police violence
during the protest who had taken refuge
in Venezuela. Delegates were from the Presbyterian Church, the Ecumenical Colombian Accompaniment Program, and the
Peace Commission (CEDECOL). The Farmers Association of Catatumbo (ASCAMCAT) requested the accompaniment of these
organizations as observers of the Negotiating and Accord Table that was held with delegates from the government.
During the pastoral accompaniment, the humanitarian crisis was evident: families suffered a lack of food, had unattended
health problems, and needed psycho-pastoral care. With this information, humanitarian aid was mobilized via the ACT Forum, which organized food aid for 440 families, or approximately 2,400 people.
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In October, when the humanitarian aid was approved, the aid delivery was coordinated with ASCAMCAT leaders. The families
in greatest need were selected, and three central and safe distribution sites were located in order for the families to receive
a three-month supply of basic foodstuffs. The distribution process was accompanied by the Human Rights Ombudsman’s
Office, the Norte de Santander governor’s office, the Chaplains Association of the Assemblies of God Church, and the Pastors’
Association of Cúcuta.
The delivery of the humanitarian aid ran into two main challenges. The first was in contracting transportation, which was difficult because the region uses informal work contracts and also due to the security situation and road conditions. The second
was due to the restrictions put on travel by the military, which stopped the humanitarian aid group at several checkpoints,
and, among other questions, asked what they carried and where they were taking it.
It’s important to point out that the National Police offered to accompany the aid delivery. However, the farmers and church
delegates refused the offer based on the humanitarian principle of not associating with armed groups during humanitarian
actions, and because of their Christian values that reject the use of weapons in any circumstance.
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Chapter 4

Context Analysis

T

his chapter discusses some of the more important events in 2013 related to the armed conflict and the human rights
situation in Colombia. These events shape the context surrounding the violations suffered by Protestant and evangelical
churches and communities.

Peace Talks
November 19, 2013, marked the one year anniversary of the start of the peace talks between the Colombian government
and the FARC-EP. Over the course of that year there were 16 rounds of conversation, or approximately 176 days of direct
dialogue.1 Partial agreement on the first two agenda items –rural development and political participation– was achieved.
The first agenda item, called “Towards a New Colombian Countryside: Comprehensive Rural Reform”, contains agreements
on:
1. The components of the ambitious land distribution and property title formalization program.
2. The project to formalize and update the rural cadastre, as one of the main funding sources for the municipalities and its
positive consequences on social investment and productive land use.
3. The plan to establish clear boundaries of agricultural lands and protect the areas of special environmental interest, bearing in mind the future generations of Colombians.
4. The creation of an agricultural jurisdiction with regional coverage and capacities and the strengthening of the mechanisms aimed at ensuring agile and timely access to justice.

1

El Tiempo. (November 19, 2013). www.eltiempo.com. Accessed on February 14, 2014, from http://www.eltiempo.com/politica/ARTICULO-WEB-NEW_
NOTA_INTERIOR-13204301.html
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5. The implementation of national sector plans to reduce poverty and inequality through investment in infrastructure,
irrigation, health, education, housing, and the provision of stimuli for solidarity economy, income generation, commercialization, technical assistance, science and technology, credit, food and nutrition.2
Consensus was formed around the following topics related to the in the second agenda item on political participation.
1. Rights and guarantees for exercising political opposition in general, and in particular for the new movements that may
arise from an eventual peace agreement. Access to mass media within the framework of political participation;
2. Various democratic mechanisms for citizen participation, including direct participation at different levels and on diverse
topics.
3. Effective ways of promoting greater participation in national, regional, and local politics for all sectors, including the most
vulnerable populations, under equal conditions of access and with guarantees for the security of participants.3
The progress made on these two points is a historic event for Colombia, given the vital nature of the points for both sides.
The agricultural reform agreements are essential for the FARC-EP, because the group was originally formed around these
issues, while the progress on political participation opens the possibility for the group to lay down their arms and enter the
realm of electoral politics.
The agreements made on these two points encourage a positive assessment of the peace talks, as the negotiating parties
themselves stated publically several times in 2013. While there has been progress made in the talks between the Colombian
government and the FARC-EP, it is important to remember that the process has the guiding principle that “nothing is agreed
until everything has been agreed”. For that reason, the other agenda points must be agreed upon before a final agreement
can be signed to end the armed confrontation between the two parties.
In this context of dialogue between the Colombian government and the FARC-EP, it is
important to insist that the negotiators maintain their willingness to dialogue and seek
peaceful solutions to the internal armed conflict, as essential for a sustainable peace
in Colombia, where different sectors of civil society are involved, including Protestant
and evangelical churches.

2

3
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Mesa de Conversaciones entre el gobierno de la República de Colombia y las Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia Ejército del Pueblo.
(2013). Comunicado Conjunto # 18. La Habana, Cuba.
Dialogue Table between the Colombian government and the FARC-EP. (2013). Joint Communique #18. Havana, Cuba.
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-la-habana-21-de-junio-de-2013?ver=in
Mesa de Conversaciones entre el gobierno de la República de Colombia y las Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia Ejército del Pueblo.
(2013). Comunicado Conjunto de las Delegaciones del Gobierno y las Farc. La Habana, Cuba.
Dialogue Table between the Colombian government and the FARC-EP. (2013). Joint Communique. Havana, Cuba.
https://www.mesadeconversaciones.com.co/comunicados/comunicado-conjunto-la-habana-10-de-agosto-de-2013?ver=in

Furthermore, in 2013, President Juan Manuel Santos announced that efforts had been made to begin peace talks with the
National Liberation Army (ELN). While he did not confirm the formation of a negotiating roundtable with the ELN4, this initial
conversation was an important development towards the end of the armed confrontation with the second largest guerrilla
group in the country.
To continue this progress towards the conclusion of the internal armed conflict, it
is necessary for the National Liberation Army (ELN), the People’s Liberation Army
(EPL) and the government to create and maintain a space for negotiating the end of
the hostilities.
Finally, although peace talks are continuing in Havana and there are new possibilities
for negotiation with other illegal armed groups, it is important for all the parties involved in the conflict to declare a ceasefire and end the harassments that are affecting
the civilian population.

Human rights violations and International Humanitarian Law violations
While there is a sense of hope on the national panorama thanks to the peace talks between the government and the guerrillas, these talks do not lessen the worrisome impact the different armed groups’ constant activities have on the civilian
population.
Furthermore, the necessary discussion about the place of the post-demobilization paramilitary groups, criminal mafias, or
neo-paramilitaries within the framework of the internal armed conflict lies dormant.
The following is a brief description of the national outlook on the impact of the internal armed conflict on the civilian population. We focus on the types of violations that most frequently affected Protestant and evangelical churches during 2013.

4

El Espectador. (December 25, 2013). www.elespectador.com. Accessed February 24, 2014 from: http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/politica/
alianza-de-farc-y-el-eln-paz-articulo-465990
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Forced displacement

Forced displacement is one of the principal
consequences of the internal armed conflict
on civil society. According to the Internal
Displacement Monitoring Center (IDMC), Colombia has the greatest number of internally
displaced people in the world, with more
than 5.5 million internally displaced people
according to the Official Victims Registry5.
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) registered
90 mass displacements in 2013, affecting
approximately, 881 families. The office also
reported an increase in the number of cases
of intra-urban displacement, a problem that
affects those within the 51% of displaced
people who are living in Colombia’s main
cities6 (Cases 11 through 18). While the
government has made efforts to respond
to displaced persons’ emergency situations, the displaced population “continues
to encounter high rates of unsatisfied basic
needs, problems with food security and physical security, a lack of access to roads, and
problems accessing employment and land.”7

5
6
7

62

Photo: Anna Vogt

El Tiempo. (April 29, 2013). www.eltiempo.com. Access February 10, 2014, from eltiempo.com: http://www.eltiempo.com/justicia/ARTICULO-WEBNEW_NOTA_INTERIOR-12768564.html
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). (March 2014). UNHCR Colombia. Accessed May 6, 2014, from www.acnur.
org: http://www.acnur.org/t3/donde-trabaja/america/colombia/
Coordinación Colombia-Europa-Estados Unidos; Alianza de Organizaciones Sociales y Afines por una Cooperación para la Paz y la Democracia en
colombia; Asamblea Permanente de la Sociedad Civil por la Paz, Mesa de trabajo Mujer y conflicto Armado; Plataforma Colombiana de Derechos
Humanos Democracia y Desarrollo. (2013). Informe para el Examen Periódico Universal de Colombia. Situación de Derechos Humanos y derechos
Humanitario en Colombia. Bogotm
Colombia-Europe-United States Coordination; Social and Other Organizations Alliances for Cooperation for Peace and Democracy in Colombia; Permanent Assembly of Civil Society for Peace, Women and Armed Conflict Working group; Colombian Platform for Human Rights, Democracy and
Development. (2013). Report for the Universal Periodic Review of Colombia. Human rights and Humanitarian rights situation in Colombia. Bogotá.

Furthermore, it is important to highlight that according to the Victims Unit, in 2013 some 23,000 minors had to leave their
homes because of events connected to the internal armed conflict. These events are most frequently threats from armed
groups and intimidation from groups extorting their families. This statistic indicates that children are the population segment
with the greatest level of vulnerability.8
Forced recruitment

As mentioned in other Prophetic Call reports, youth continue to be severely affected by the armed conflict, particularly by
the use, involvement and recruitment of young people by armed groups in the conflict According to the Coalition Against the
Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth in the Armed Conflict, in 2013, there were 128 registered events of forced recruitment
of children by illegal armed groups9, which:
Is equivalent to at least 531 [children and adolescents], of which 73 were 15 to 17 years old when recruited, and the remaining (458) were between 8 and 14 years old. … Also, the Human Rights Ombudsman’s
Early Warning System released forced recruitment risk reports for 85 municipalities in their 128 municipal
risk assessment reports.10
While the number of children involved in the armed conflict is high, it continues to be under-reported. The Coalition cites
three difficulties in registering youth involvement in the conflict: “first, there is misinformation among the victims and officials
that causes victims to fear being identified as perpetrators and then prosecuted; second, there are few incentives for victims to declare or register their situation; third, the high levels of under-reporting and non-inclusion” [in the Official Victims
Registry].11 It is important to point out that the above statistics do not include the children that have been involved in civicmilitary campaigns by the Armed Forces in several regions of the country. These campaigns are a violation of the children’s
rights within the context of the internal armed conflict.

8
9

10
11

Noticias RCN. (October 6, 2013). www.noticiasrcn.com. Accessed February 8, 2014, from www.noticiasrcn.com: http://www.noticiasrcn.com/23000ninos-desplazados-violencia-2013
Coalición Contra la Vinculación de Niños, Niñas y Jóvenes al Conflicto Armado en Colombia. (2013). Boletín de Monitoreo No. 11. Bogotá, Colombia:
Coalición Contra la Vinculación de Niños, Niñas y Jóvenes al Conflicto Armado en Colombia.
Coalition Against the Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth in the Armed Conflict in Colombia. (2013). Monitor Bulletin No. 11. Bogotá, Colombia.
Coalition Against the Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth in the Armed Conflict.
Ibid., p. 4.
Coalición contra la Vinculación de Niño, Niñas y Jóvenes al Conflicto Aramdo En Colombia. (2013). Pútchipu 26. Bogotá: Coalición contra la Vinculación
de Niño, Niñas y Jóvenes al Conflicto Aramdo En Colombia.
Coalition Against the Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth in the Armed Conflict in Colombia. (2013). Pútchipu 26. Bogotá: Coalition Against the
Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth in the Armed Conflict
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Religious Intolerance

A Prophetic Call documents the impact of the
armed conflict on Protestant and evangelical
churches in Colombia, and in 2013, situations
were identified where the right to religious
freedom was threatened.
In Putumayo province, the FARC-EP released
a “Behavior manual for the proper functioning
of communities”. Two of the manual’s points
violate the right to freedom of religion: “Evangelical chapels will only be built in the municipal capitals” and “Pastors and priests will hold
services only in the churches in the municipal
capitals” (Case 19). This type of action demonstrates the high level of territorial control
and regulation of social life that illegal armed
groups are able to exert in regions with weak
institutional presence.

The right to religious freedom was also violated in 2013 by the Armed Forces’ recruitment of conscientious objectors (Case 9). The right to conscientious objection
of mandatory military service must be respected. This right must moreover be guaranteed by the Armed Forces because it is affirmed in Article 18 of the Colombian
Constitution and also by the Constitutional Court’s Sentence C-728/09, as well as
the international standards that protect those whose conscience prevents them from
direct or indirect involvement in military structures and dynamics.

Threats against community leaders

In 2013, armed groups continued to systematically harass leaders and in particular those leaders involved in guaranteeing
political participation and the restitution of lands within the framework of Law 1448 of 2011 (Cases 10, 14, and 21). According to a We Are Defenders Program report, in 2013 there were 336 individual aggressions against human rights defenders,
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including “threats (209 cases), murders (78 cases), attempted murder (39 cases), arbitrary detentions (22 cases), forced
disappearance (1 case), arbitrary use of the penal system (10 cases), and theft of information (7 cases)”12.
Starting in August 2013, some protection organizations reported an increase in attacks against social movement leaders in
the second half of the year. The Protection Fund explained:
As a consequence of the mobilizations, there was a considerable rise in threats against leaders during the
social protests of 2013. We consider these circumstances as generating an increased level of risk that
negatively affects the lives of people and organizational processes13.
In 2013 some of these threatened leaders appealed to the National Protection Unit for protective measures. While useful in
some cases, the measures in other cases increased the person’s level of risk. For that reason,
it is important for that the National Protection Unit develop and provide new strategies for comprehensive protection, including nonviolent strategies. It should also
study the successful protection strategies used by international accompaniment organizations14.
In this context of human rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations, it
is important that the parties engaged in armed confrontation respect the norms set
out in International Humanitarian Law, especially those norms such as: not including
the civilian population in the conflict, not recruiting children and adolescents, not using children and women as spoils of war, respecting the free movement of the civilian
population, and abstaining from illegal and illicit means and methods of warfare.
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Programa Somos Defensores. (2014). Sistema de Información sobre Agresiones contra Defensores Informe Anual 2013 Sistema de Información sobre
Agresiones contra Defensores y Defensoras de Derechos Humanos en Colombia - SIADDHH. Bogota
We Are Defenders Program. (2014). Information system about aggressions against Human Rights defenders in Colombia: 2013 Annual Report –
SIADDHH. Bogota: We are Defenders Program.
Fondo de Ayudas de Emergencia y Fortalecimiento Organizacional en Protección y Autoprotección. (2014). Tendencias, Riesgos y Desafío en el marco
de la Protección. Bogotá: Fondo de Ayudas de Emergencia y Fortalecimiento Organizacional en Protección y Autoprotección.
The Protection and Self-Protection Emergency Aid and Organizational Capacity-building Fund. (2014). Tendencies, Risks, and Challenges in Protection.
Bogotá: The Protection and Self-Protection Emergency Aid and Organizational Capacity-building Fund
Peace Brigades International, Swefor, Christian Peacemakers Team and Peace Watch, among others.
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Furthermore, while the implementation of the Victims Law is improving, it is important to provide a timely and effective response to the victims, without discrimination
against the victims based on which armed actor was the perpetrator of the crime.
Likewise, action must be taken to ensure that all victims, whether victims of illegal
armed actors or crimes committed by the State, have their rights guaranteed to: access to truth, justice, integral reparations, and the non-recurrence of violence. The
rights of the most vulnerable populations must be guaranteed and prioritized.

Scenarios for civil society participation
Since the announcement in the second half of 2012 of the
peace talks between the Colombian government and the
FARC-EP, several initiatives have been generated to facilitate the participation of civil society. Here we highlight
the participation of church organizations in 2013 in two of
these initiatives: the Ethical Pact for a Country at Peace,
and the National Pact for Peace.
The Ethical Pact for a Country at Peace is an initiative of
the Women, Peace, and Security Thought and Action Collective, comprised of women from diverse social sectors,
including: social, religious, and women’s organizations,
ex-combatants, women’s groups, businesswomen, human
rights defenders, academics, the Colombian Army, and
others. The Ethical Pact for a Country at Peace has 15
points:
1.
2.
3.
4.
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Recognize the humanity and the right to life of each
and every one of the people who inhabit this country.
Recognize, respect and value diversity and political
differences: no one holds the absolute truth.
Identify and challenge the interests, worldviews and
myths that sustain violence.
Reclaim the concept and practice of the State as
having a responsibility to identify, safeguard and celebrate the ethnic and cultural diversity of the country.

5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Defend a security policy centered on human beings and based on the full and effective respect of their rights.
Promote the respect and effective realization of human rights and economic justice by the state, companies and society
as a whole.
Transform our exclusive authoritarian cultural practices and develop equitable relationships between men and women.
Categorically reject all forms of violence against women and make them unacceptable political and cultural occurrences.
Structure ideas and practices of “fair justice” in a legal framework that respects the human dignity of each and every
person.
Banish opportunistic, corrupt, manipulative and criminal practices present in all sectors of the country.
Recognize and overcome the deep pain caused by the violence that has been harming us for decades.
Promote active and inclusive dialogues taking care to respect individuals who think differently, in order to change the
view that whoever is not with me is against me.
Develop a pluralistic historical memory to collect the different feelings and views on what has happened in our country
and ensure the non-repetition of this tragedy.
Promote and enforce ethical ways to exercise nonviolent politics at all levels, giving value to the public and collective
heritage.
Defend and consolidate our active participation in public spaces for dialogue and political debate and defend and consolidate the idea of opposition a necessary part of the dynamics of democratic construction.15

The other pact, The National Pact for Peace, is an initiative promoted by diverse civil society organizations, including the
Prodepaz Network, Javeriana University, Colombian Confederation of NGOs, Ideas for Peace Foundation, Redepaz, Mencoldes Foundation, Justapaz, Social Thought and Action, Ensayos Corporation, Women’s Peaceful Route, Network of Grassroots
Communities and Initiatives for Peace, Caribbean Institute for Rule of Law, Policy Studies Institute of the Autonomous University of Bucaramanga, among others.
The National Pact for Peace is “an exercise that fundamentally seeks the adoption of firm and lasting political agreements
and consensuses between members of Colombian society, around structural issues associated with the internal armed conflict, as a way to lay the foundation of a solid democracy and higher forms of coexistence.”16
The pact has five central points:
1.
2.
3.

15
16

Support for the negotiation process
The political will to seek paths towards citizen reconciliation and coexistence
A commitment to the expansion of democracy

Colectivo de Pensamiento y Acción Mujeres, Paz y Seguridad. (2013). Pacto Ético por un País en Paz. Colombia.
Women, Peace, and Security Thought and Action Collective. (2013). Ethical Pact for a Country in Peace. Colombia.
Pacto Nacional por la Paz. (2013). Colombia. National Pact for Peace. (2013). Colombia.
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4.
5.

A disposition to create an equitable and inclusive development model
The promotion of education and pedagogy for peace17

These two initiatives and others that have developed in the country are expressions
of civil society participation in peacebuilding. However, it is also necessary to reactivate official mechanisms for peacebuilding, such as the National Peace Council and
the Territorial Peace Councils created by Law 434 of 1998. These mechanisms could
support the government in peacebuilding on the local, regional and national levels and
civil society’s full and effective participation in these councils should be guaranteed.
Furthermore, given Article 22 of the National Constitution, which consecrates the right
of all Colombians to build and enjoy peace, there should be reforms made to Article
3 of Law 1421 of 2010 that allows civil society to participate in peace dialogues with
illegal armed actors and thus complement the government’s actions in the quest for
peace.

17
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Ibid., p. 2 and 3.

Photo: Anna Vogt

69

Glossary of terms1

1

TERM

DEFINITION

Threats

Intimidation forecasting grave harm to a person or family.

Attempted Homicide

An unsuccessful attempt to intentionally take the life or damage the physical integrity of a person.

Confinement

When armed actors impede the mobility of individuals or groups.

Forced Disappearance

When a person’s whereabouts is unknown and it is presumed that they were taken by one of the
actors in the conflict.

Forced Displacement

The forced migration of a person or human group within a national territory. The person or group is
forced to abandon their residence and their usual economic activities because their lives, physical
integrity, or freedom have been violated or are threatened by and due to the armed conflict.

Arbitrary Detention

Deprivation of liberty for an individual or group caused by public officials as a result of abuse of
authority or a biased or influenced criminal prosecution.

Injury

Cause injuries to a person.

Homicide

Cause the death of a human being.

Pillage

Illegal, violent, and arbitrary destruction or appropriation of goods belonging to the civilian
population.

Illegal means and methods of
warfare

Includes attacks against civilian, cultural, or religious goods or objects, as well as against goods
indispensable to the survival of the civilian population.

Privation of liberty

Restriction of a person’s physical liberty, subjecting or placing the person in position of
subordination. Kidnapping and hostage taking.

Recruitment of children

When a combatant group incorporates a minor under age 18 in its ranks.

Torture

All acts that intentionally inflict on a person serious pain or suffering, be it physical or mental, with
the goal of: getting information or a confession from that person or a third person, punishing the
person for an action, or to intimidate or coerce the person or others, or for any reason based in any
type of discrimination.

Victim

A person or human collective that has suffered a violation of human rights or International
Humanitarian Law (IHL).

These categories are mostly taken from the conceptual framework used in the CINEP (Center for Research and Popular Education) database.
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ARMED GROUPS

DEFINITION

Combatants

Refers to violations generated during confrontations between two or more armed groups and where
the responsibility cannot be assigned to a single group.

ELN

National Liberation Army, Colombia’s second largest guerrilla group.

FARC-EP

The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – People’s Army, currently the oldest guerrilla group
in Latin America and the largest guerrilla group in Colombia.

Public Security Forces

Includes all of the branches of Colombia’s Armed Forces and Police, including armed investigative
units.

Neo-paramilitaries

Post-demobilization illegal armed groups with strategies andactions directed against the civilian
population. These groups have a reduced counter-insurgency discourse and an increased focus on
illegal economic activities such as narco-trafficking, extortion, and illegal mining.
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