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INTRODUCTION

This document comprises the tenth and eleventh reports in the A Prophetic Call series produced by the Historical Memory 
and Advocacy Program of the Mennonite Center for Justice, Peace and Nonviolent Action (Justapaz) and the Peace Com-

mission of the Evangelical Council of Colombia (CEDECOL). A Prophetic Call 10/11 analyzes and compiles cases that oc-
curred in 2014 and 2015 as a testimony of the armed conflict’s impact on Protestant and evangelical churches in Colombia. 

During the timeframe studied, encompassing January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2015, we registered 35 cases of hu-
man rights violations and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations against pastors, leaders, and members of Protestant 
and evangelical churches. In these cases, 76 violations against individuals were documented as well as four collective viola-
tions (committed against groups of people). 

Through this publication we call for the maintaining of the ceasefire, for the implementation of the peace accords between 
the FARC-EP and Colombian government, and for the beginning of formal dialogues with the ELN. Likewise, this publication 
highlights the important role churches play in peacebuilding and the need to develop policies designed to facilitate the end 
of armed confrontations. 

Report methodology

Since 2004, the Historical Memory and Advocacy program has registered cases through the field work of regional volunteers 
who are trained in documenting human rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations against Protestant and 
evangelical churches. 

The regional volunteers personally interview the victims and their families, pastors, and church leaders to document and 
register acts of violence. This direct contact with the victims is the primary source of information for this report. The informa-
tion compiled by the regional teams is entered into and organized in the program’s database, where each case is verified and 
catalogued according to the type of violation. 

The incorporation of the cases into the SIVEL (Online Political Violence Information System) database guarantees their orga-
nization by type of violation and facilitates annual statistics and reports that are later analyzed and integrated into this report. 
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The documentation and categorization of violations in A Prophetic Call is based on the Center for Research and Popular 
Education (CINEP) database framework, which uses national and international categories for human rights and IHL violations.

The Historical Memory and Advocacy Program complements its documentation work by offering training in peacebuilding to 
churches in affected areas, and through accompaniment of victims and political advocacy.

All of the cases in this edition of A Prophetic Call are published with the consent of the victims and/or their family members. 
To protect the identities of victims, some names have been changed and appear with an asterisk (*). The names of all minors 
have been changed to protect their identity.

Structure

The first chapter compiles the cases documented in 2014 and 2015, including cases that occurred in previous years with 
the goal of maintaining the historical memory of the impact of the armed conflict on Protestant and evangelical churches of 
Colombia. The second chapter provides a quantitative analysis of the documented violations that occurred in 2014 and 2015, 
using the victims’ demographic information, their geographic location, the identification of the alleged perpetrators, and the 
most frequent types of violations.

The third chapter shares Protestant and evangelical churches’ experiences, statements, projects and programs developed 
as peacebuilding efforts. These seeds of hope represent the best practices for transforming churches, communities and 
society. The fourth chapter analyzes the national context, based on the documented cases, human rights reports and relevant 
research about human rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) violations.



C h a p t e r  1

Photo: Anna Vogt
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Chapter 1
Political Violence

The practice of historical memory is a key element for Christians to better understand their faith and their social responsi-
bilities as hope bearers. This chapter presents evidence of human rights and International Humanitarian Law (IHL) viola-

tions committed against Protestant and evangelical churches and members within the armed conflict in Colombia. 

The description of the victims and the violent acts correspond to their status at the time of the violation.

Photo: Anna Vogt
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2014 CASES 

Victims: Liliana Quiguanas Ulcué, of the Christ the 
Center Church 
Date: March 14, 2014 
Location: Toribío, Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP

Liliana Quiguanas Ulcué was 26 years old. She was an 
indigenous woman and mother of two children. She was a 
member of Christ the Center Church. 

Liliana was murdered on March 14, 2014, at approxi-
mately 4:15 p.m. in Tacueyó, Toribío, Cauca, by alleged 
FARC-EP guerrillas. Liliana left her house and while walk-
ing on the road was hit by two bullets, one in her head and 

Homicide 

CASE 1: Homicide and displacement 

Victims: Eliécer Caicedo, Rosario Montaño and  
Ángela Montaño, of the Baptist Church
Date: March 9, 2014 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Eliécer Caicedo was 61 years old and married to Rosario 
Montaño. He worked in informal sales, and was a com-
munity leader. Eliécer lived with his wife and his sister-in-
law Ángela Montaño. The family was part of the Alpha and 
Omega Baptist Church. 

Eliécer was killed on March 9, 2014, at approximately 
10:00 p.m. in Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca, by alleged 
neo-paramilitaries. The day of his murder, Congressio-
nal elections were being held. After the polls had closed, 
several men arrived at Eliécer’s house. They told him that 
they were looking for the money some politicians had sup-
posedly given him for the elections. Upon not finding the 
money, the men shot and killed Eliécer. After his murder, 
his wife and sister-in-law had to leave the region.

Buenaventura was a municipality with a large presence of 
neo-paramilitary and guerrilla groups who imposed sig-
nificant social control.

CASE 2: Homicide

Victims: Liliana Quiguanas Ulcué, of the Christ the 
Center Church 

Photo: Comisión de Paz de Cedecol



13

one in her abdomen, killing her. According to the source, 
FARC-EP guerrillas had fired at a group of National Army 
soldiers in the area, and Liliana was hit by those shots. 
Two other indigenous people died in similar circumstances 
just weeks before Liliana’s death.

The Indigenous Guard searched the area where the shots 
had come from and captured two alleged guerrillas, who 
were handed over to the Colombian justice system.

The northern part of Cauca province was characterized by 
the presence of the FARC-EP guerrilla group, which en-
gaged in constant armed confrontation with the National 
Army. 

CASE 3: Homicide 

Victims: Aureliano Chamarra Carpio, of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church 
Date: August 25, 2014 
Location: Bajo Baudó, Chocó
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Aureliano Chamarra Carpio was 45 years old, married and 
a farmer. He had seven children. Aureliano and his family 
were part of the Mennonite Brethren Church. 

Aureliano was murdered on August 25, 2014, by alleged 
neo-paramilitaries on the road between Buenavista and 
Pizarro, in Bajo Baudó, Chocó. Aureliano was traveling on 
the highway and was stopped by men in a neo-paramili-
tary group. The men started an argument with Aureliano 
and then shot him. The neo-paramilitaries took his body 
and put it on a boat. At the time of the documentation of 
the case, Aureliano’s family did not know the whereabouts 
of his body. At the time of his murder, Aureliano was in the 
company of his brother, wife and youngest son. 

The source stated that the neo-paramilitary group had 
falsely accused Aureliano of being a guerrilla. 

CASE 4: Homicide

Victims: Alexandra Cárdenas*, of the Church of God 
Date: September 2014 
Location: Puerto Asís, Putumayo
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP

Alexandra Cárdenas* was four years old and was part of 
the children’s group served by the Church of God chil-
dren’s ministry. 

Alexandra* was murdered along with her parents in Sep-
tember 2014 by alleged FARC-EP guerrillas in Puerto Asís, 
Putumayo. Her parents received a call from a business 
partner who told them to go to a location seven miles 
outside of town for a business transaction. Upon arriving 
there, Alexandra* and her parents were killed.

According to the source, the family was murdered be-
cause they refused to make extortion payments. Just two 
months earlier, Alexandra’s grandmother was also killed 
for refusing to pay extortion to the guerrilla group. 

Forced disappearance and kidnapping 

CASE 5: Forced disappearance and threat 

Victims: Jonathan Andrés Vallejo Ramírez,  
María Ocampo and Antonio Vallejo,  
of the Church of God
Date: September 12, 2014 
Location: Puerto Asís, Putumayo
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries
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Jonathan Andrés Vallejo Ramírez was 26 years old and 
worked as a motorcycle taxi driver. Jonathan and his par-
ents were members of the Church of God.

Jonathan was forcibly disappeared on September 12, 
2014, in Puerto Asís, Putumayo, by alleged Los Rastrojos 
neo-paramilitaries. His parents María and Antonio were 
threatened by alleged neo-paramilitaries on September 
17, 2014.

The day of the crime, his motorcycle taxi services were 
requested and Jonathan left his house to pick up the client 
and never returned. Days after his disappearance, his par-
ents María and Antonio received a call and were told their 
son had been killed and his body was possibly buried at a 
site called La Esmeralda. On September 17, 2014, María 
and Antonio went to the site and dug up a body, but it was 
not their son, so they reported it to the police. 

When María and Antonio arrived home, they received calls 
and text messages in which presumed neo-paramilitaries 
threatened to kill them for having unearthed the young 
man’s body. Two weeks later, several men came to their 
house and told María and Antonio that they better stop 
looking for their son. At the time of documentation, Jona-
than had not been found. 

CASE 6: Kidnapping 

Victims: Ernecina Ibargüen Díaz, of the Mennonite 
Brethren Church, and an unidentified person,  
of the Panamerican Church 
Date: May 31, 2014 
Location: Medio San Juan, Chocó 
Alleged perpetrators: ELN

 

Ernecina was 49 years old, married, and the mother of 
three children. Ernecina was a teacher. She and her family 
were members of the Mennonite Brethren Church. 

Ernecina was kidnapped by alleged ELN guerrillas on May 
31, 2014, in a rural area of Medio San Juan, Chocó. Er-
necina was a poll worker in the second round of presiden-
tial elections. However, three days before the elections, the 
ELN decreed an armed strike and declared that nobody in 
the area could travel that weekend. 

The next day, given the decree, a Security Council meet-
ing was held in the municipality to adress the situation. 
A public official there showed a pamphlet that said the 
strike had been lifted and thus it was safe for travel. They 
decided that all poll workers must travel to their assigned 
polling places.

A group of poll workers, including Ernecina and another 
teacher who was a member of the Panamerican Church, 
left on Saturday, May 31, on a boat on the San Juan River. 
At a place called Isla de Cruz, they were stopped by ELN 
guerrillas. They were asked if they knew about the armed 
strike. The poll workers responded that they were aware 
of it, but they had been informed it had been lifted and 
they could travel. The guerrillas examined all their bags, 
took the election materials, and stated that the strike had 
not been lifted.

The poll workers were detained by the guerrillas until 
Sunday, June 1, 2014, when they were released in San 
Miguel. The guerrillas took their boats and told them to 
ask the community to find them other boats for their return 
trip. During the time they were detained, the guerrillas did 
not allow the poll workers to make calls or otherwise com-
municate with their families. 
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Arbitrary detention

CASE 7: Arbitrary detention, religious intolerance and 

forced recruitment

Victims: Josías Johan Tabares Patiño,  
of the Assemblies of God Church 
Date: August 14, 2014 
Location: Medellín, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: National Army

Josías Johan Tabares Patiño was 19 years old. He had a 
job and was a student. He and his family were members 
of the King of Peace Church in the Assemblies of God de-
nomination, where he was a Sunday school leader. 

Josías was forcibly recruited and arbitrarily detained by 
the National Army on August 14, 2014, at approximately 
7:00 a.m. in the La Aguacatala metro station in Medel-
lín, Antioquia. That day, Josías was in the metro station 
when men from the National Army approached him under 
the orders of Captain Barrera, Sergeant Peña and Private 
First Class Gutiérrez from Putumayo province. The soldiers 
told him that he must serve his mandatory military service. 
They asked for his identification and then did not return it 
to him, which is why he unwillingly agreed to get in a white 
truck. During this process, Josías stated that he was a 
conscientious objector due to his Christian faith.

The National Army could have issued a citation for him to 
present himself at the Buenos Aires Battalion in Medellín, 
where he could have continued the process he had started 
several days prior to his forced recruitment. At that time, 
a medical exam had declared him unfit for mandatory 
military service due to a health problem. However, instead 
the Army detained Josías and took him across the country 
to the Artillery Battalion in Puerto Asís, Putumayo, at the  

Seventh Division of the National Army. There the medical 
exam again found that he was unfit for service. 

Josías was discharged from the National Army on August 
31, 2014. 

CASE 8: Arbitrary detention, religious intolerance  

and forced recruitment

Victims: Jhonatan David Vargas Becerra,  
of the Foursquare Church
Date: September 4, 2014 
Location: Barrancabermeja, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: National Army

Jhonatan David Vargas Becerra was 20 years old, lived 
with his mother and two sisters, and was a student.  
Jhonatan was part of the youth group and praise and wor-
ship team at the Foursquare Church. 

Jhonatan was detained and imprisoned on September 4, 
2014, at approximately 8:00 p.m. by the National Police 
in Barrancabermeja, Santander. Jhonatan had left the In-
dustrial University of Santander when he and other youths 
were stopped by the National Police at a checkpoint and 
they were required to show their identification. When they 
checked Jhonatan’s national identification in the system, 
an arrest warrant appeared, so they detained him and took 
him to Las Granjas police station in Barrancabermeja. The 
next day, they took him to the Nueva Granada Battalion 
where he had to appear before the military judge.

Jhonatan had been recruited by the National Army against 
his will on March 16, 2013 (Case 9, PC 9), and during a 
leave he decided not to return to the battalion as the only 
available option to guarantee his right to conscientious ob-
jection on religious grounds. On August 29, 2014, military 
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authorities informed Jhonatan that he was considered a 
deserter and they had started military criminal proceed-
ings against him. 

On September 16, 2014, the Constitutional Court issued 
a decision that recognized Jhonatan as a conscientious 
objector and declared mandatory military service as a 
violation of his fundamental rights to freedom of con-
science and freedom of worship and religion. The de-
cision ordered Jhonatan’s release from the army and 
the issuance of his military passbook stating he had no 
pending military obligations.

Displacement

CASE 9: Displacement, extortion and threat 

Victims: Gabino Castro and Marcia Pineda,  
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church
Date: March 4, 2014 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Gabino Castro was 53 years old and Marcia Pineda was 
43 years old, and they worked together as shopkeepers. 
They were leaders in the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
Church in Buenaventura. 

Gabino and Marcia were threatened, extorted, and dis-
placed by alleged neo-paramilitaries on March 4, 2014, in 
Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca. The neo-paramilitaries had 
been asking them for money since 2012, but Gabino and 
Marcia had always refused to pay the extortion because 
their business did not generate much profit. On March 4, al-
leged neo-paramilitaries told Gabino and Marcia that if they 
did not pay the extortion, that they would be killed. The two 
had to leave the area, displaced from their community.

CASE 10: Displacement 

Victims: Estiven Montegranario,  
of an independent Christian church 
Date: March 13, 2014 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries 

Estiven Montegranario was 21 years old and was a mem-
ber of the independent Faith and Hope Christian Church.

Estiven was displaced by alleged neo-paramilitaries on 
March 13, 2014, in Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca. Es-
tiven was forced to leave Buenaventura due to the con-
stant violence committed by neo-paramilitary groups in 
the municipality. 

CASE 11: Displacement, extortion and threat 

Victims: Mauricio Quijano, of the Assemblies  
of God Church 
Date: March 15, 2014 
Location: Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Mauricio Quijano was a pastor of the Assemblies of God 
Church in Buenaventura. 

Pastor Mauricio was threatened, extorted, and displaced 
by alleged neo-paramilitaries in Buenaventura on March 
15, 2014. The neo-paramilitaries had threatened the pas-
tor and tried to extort him on several occasions, demand-
ing he pay money from the tithes and offerings given to 
the church. When he refused to pay the extortion, Pastor 
Mauricio had to leave, displaced from his home.
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CASE 12: Displacement and threat 

Victims: Yina Paola Sánchez Rodríguez, of the 
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean 
(AIEC)
Date: June 23, 2014 
Location: Montelíbano, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Yina Paola Sánchez Rodríguez was 28 years old and a 
single head of household with three children. Yina was 
a community leader: she participated in the Transitional 
Justice Committee and in Community Councils, she repre-
sented displaced families in the Nudo del Paramillo Park, 
she was a member of the Working Group for the Protection 
of Land and Territory in Córdoba and worked as the Police 
Inspector1 in the town of Tierradentro. Yina and her family 
were part of the Life Source Christian Center of the As-
sociation of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC). 

Yina was threatened and displaced on June 23, 2014, by 
alleged neo-paramilitaries in Tierradentro, Montelíbano, 
Córdoba. That day, two people detained Yina for about three 
hours in her office where she served as the town’s Police 
Inspector. The two intruders searched and ransacked the 
space, looking at documents and her cell phone, and ar-
guing that she was giving information to the police about 
specific situations in the town. These accusations caused 
Yina to leave the town two times as a displaced person. 

1  The Police Inspector is a civilian public official that is not part 
of the National Police structure. The Police Inspector is named 
by the mayor and performs administrative duties that seek to 
resolve local community disputes that do not merit judicial pro-
ceedings.

According to the source, the threat and displacement were 
motivated by the community work that Yina did with vic-
tims of violence in the region. Yina’s leadership made her 
a target of direct and indirect threats that came via mes-
sages, phone calls, pamphlets, and symbols of death.

In Colombia in 2014, many threats, forced displacements 
and murders were documented against leaders connected 
to land disputes. 

Threat

CASE 13: Threat 

Victims: Israel Manuel Aguilar Solano, of the Association 
of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: January to March of 2014 
Location: Puerto Libertador, Córdoba 
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Israel Manuel Aguilar Solano was 52 years old and mar-
ried with seven children. Israel was the Senior Governor 
and Chief of the Alto San Jorge Indigenous Reservation in 
Córdoba province. He also served as the legal representa-
tive of the reservation, with jurisdiction in Puerto Liberta-
dor and Montelíbano municipalities. Israel and his family 
were part of the Pérgamo San Juan Church of the As-
sociation of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC). 

Israel was threatened on several occasions between Janu-
ary and March 2014 by alleged Águilas Negras neo-para-
militaries in Puerto Libertador, Córdoba. In January, Israel 
saw several men of the Águilas Negras were monitoring 
his travel. In February, he received a text message on his 
cell phone that demanded he leave his organization, or 
suffer the consequences. 
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On March 1, 2014, Israel traveled from the indigenous 
reservation to the city with a delegation visiting from the 
Santander Industrial University (UIS). At 4:00 p.m. in Puer-
to Libertador, men followed him on a red Bajaj motorcycle 
with a ZRO-99A license plate. While the UIS delegation 
was at Israel’s house, the motorcycle passenger got off 
the bike and walked around the delegation’s truck. When 
the delegation members came out of the house, the mo-
torcycle driver picked up the passenger and the men left 
the area. The Indigenous Guard contacted the police and 
the police confirmed that the motorcyclists were part of 
the Águilas Negras neo-paramilitary group.

On March 5, 2014, at approximately 9:30 p.m., two un-
identified persons on a black motorcycle without plates 
drove around Israel’s house several times. The passenger 
carried a firearm in his hands, and the appearance of the 
Indigenous Guard caused them to leave. 

Israel has received death threats since 2000 from para-
military groups because he has defended the Zenú in-
digenous people’s rights in Córdoba (Case 105, PC 6/7). 
Israel has denounced the threats and at the time of the 
documentation, he had protective measures from the Na-
tional Protection Unit that included a non-armored car, a 
bulletproof vest, and a cell phone. Israel has requested 
that the National Protection Unit provide collective protec-
tive measures for the entire reservation. 

CASE 14: Threat 

Victims: William Aljure, of the United Pentecostal 
Church of Colombia 
Date: July 11, 2014 
Location: Mapiripán, Meta
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

William Aljure was 37 years old, and married with a son. 
William and his family were members of the United Pente-
costal Church of Colombia.

William was threatened by alleged neo-paramilitaries on 
July 14, 2014 in the town of La Cooperativa in Mapiripán, 
Meta. That day, William learned from a trusted source that 
there were plans to kill him when he left Mapiripán or at 
another time while he traveled in the community.

At that time, the community reported an increase in the 
number of neo-paramilitaries in the area noting that they 
traveled by motorcycle or truck, wore civilian clothes, and 
carried handguns. 

William was threatened several times and was displaced 
from the Santa Ana farm (Case 32), which had been taken 
over by the Poligrow palm project. 

CASE 15: Threat 

Victims: Dannys Viecco, Vielca Viecco and Ana Felicia 
Turizo, of an independent Christian church; Silvana 
Hinestroza Mendoza, of the Inter-American Church of 
Colombia
Date: November 2014 
Location: Villanueva, La Guajira
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries 

 

Dannys Mariela Viecco was 57 years old and married with 
six children. Dannys worked in adult literacy education 
and was the legal representative of the Christian Women’s 
Network of Displaced and At-Risk Victims of La Guajira 
province. She and her family were members of the Jesus 
Is Lord independent Christian church.
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Ana Felicia Turizo Padilla was 40 years old, was in a 
common-law marriage, and had three minor children. Ana 
worked in adult literacy education and was a leader of the 
Active Community Management and Entrepreneurs Foun-
dation in La Guajira. She and her children were part of 
ELAM independent Christian church. 

Silvana Hinestroza Mendoza was 38 years old, and was a 
single head of household with six children, four of whom 
were minors. Silvana worked at several jobs, was the 
legal representative of the Christian Women’s Network 
of Displaced and At-Risk Victims, and was part of the 
Provincial Victims’ Roundtable. She and her family were 
members of the Inter-American Church of Colombia. 

Vielca Viecco was single and a member of the Jesus is 
Lord independent Christian church. 

Dannys, Anna, Silvana and Vielca were members of the 
Provincial Victims’ Roundtable and were threatened in 
November 2014 in Villanueva, La Guajira, by alleged 
neo-paramilitaries. The coordinator of the Provincial Vic-
tims’ Roundtable in Riohacha received a text message 
to her cell phone that threatened the members of the 
provincial and municipal level groups, especially in the 
municipalities of Dibulla, Riohacha, Villanueva, Urumita 
and Barrancas. The threat was sent the day the provin-
cial group met in Villanueva, La Guajira. 

The provincial and municipal groups’ representatives be-
gan to receive numerous threats as soon as they were 
elected (Case 50).

CASE 16: Threat and illegal means and methods  

of warfare

Victims: Erik Pallares, of the Foursquare Church
Date: December 4, 2014 
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Erik Pallares was 35 years old, a farmer, and married with 
three children. He and his family attended the Foursquare 
Church. Erik was a leader in the El Guayabo communitiy’s 
movement to defend their land rights. 

Erik was threatened in December 2014 by alleged neo-
paramilitaries in El Guayabo, Puerto Wilches, Santander. 
On December 4, Erik received information from a trusted 
source that warned him to be careful because the neo-
paramilitaries were going to kill him.

On December 24, 2014, part of Erik’s farmland was 
burned. Later he received a phone call to inform him that 
he had received a “small gift”, referring to his burnt land. 

Erik was a leader in an organizational process to defend 
the land of 50 families (Cases 17 and 18).

Collective threat

CASE 17: Collective threat 

Victims: El Guayabo community, of the Foursquare 
Church
Date: July 26, 2014
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries 
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El Guayabo community had about 50 families and was lo-
cated in Vijagual, Puerto Wilches, Santander. Part of the 
community belonged to the Foursquare Church.

On July 26, 2014, an attempt was made to evict the El 
Guayabo community from their farmland using an order 
issued by the Puerto Wilches Police Inspector Leonel 
Gutiérrez. According to the source, Leonel Gutiérrez was 
part of the neo-paramilitary structure that operated in the 
Magdalena Medio region, and he used his position as Po-
lice Inspector to the neo-paramilitary structure’s benefit on 
issues of land tenure in the municipality.

On July 16, 2014, the community received a notification 
from the Puerto Wilches Police Inspector to inform them of 
an imminent eviction of several of the community’s prop-
erties on July 26, 2014, at 9:00 a.m.

The day of the eviction, the community nonviolently resisted 
with the accompaniment of farmers from nearby communi-
ties and several organizations that supported the commu-
nity. However, the community reported that the riot police 
(ESMAD) used excessive force and managed to expel the 
community from one of its properties, turning it over to Ro-
drigo López Henao. According to the source, Rodrigo López 
had connections to the neo-paramilitary groups, and he had 
worked with the Police Inspector to evict the community.

At 4:00 p.m., when the operation ended and the property 
was evicted, it was occupied by armed men under Rodrigo 
López’s command. That night, some community members 
went peacefully to the men holding the property and were 
able to persuade them to leave. The community recovered 
their control of the property.

The community members have also had to resist other 
previous eviction attempts (Case 25, PC 9). 

Note: At the time of publication, judicial proceedings had 
been initiated against Leonel Gutiérrez for crimes related 
to paramilitarism. 

CASE 18: Collective threat

Victims: El Guayabo community, of the Foursquare 
Church
Date: October 29, 2014 
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries 

El Guayabo community had about 50 families and was lo-
cated in Vijagual, Puerto Wilches, Santander. Part of the 
community belonged to the Foursquare Church.

On October 29, 2014, the El Guayabo community was 
evicted from one of its properties by an order issued by 
the Puerto Wilches Police Inspector named Leonel Gutiér-
rez, who according to the source had ties to the neo-para-
militaries. The community was notified the day before the 
eviction at approximately 5:00 p.m.

This was the fifth attempted eviction in a series of some-
times-violent illegal efforts to displace the farmers from 
their lands in El Guayabo, which they have inhabited 
since the mid-80s. These eviction actions were insti-
gated by Rodrigo López Henao. López claimed to be the 
owner of the lands and, according to the source, had 
ties to paramilitary structures. In the previous evictions, 
the community was able to nonviolently resist and stay 
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on their properties (Case 17). However, on this occasion, 
they were not able to stay on the land, and the prop-
erty was given to Rodrigo López who departed the site 
with the police and left several armed men on one of the 
property’s cultivated plots. 

The Sunday before the eviction, on October 26, Rodrigo 
López and José Adelmo Caldas (identified by community 
members as an ex-paramilitary) came to the commu-
nity’s properties with 16 National Police officers. Without 
a judicial order, they threatened to evict the El Guayabo 
properties. 

This threat and eviction happened after August 15, 2014, 
when lawyers from the Colombian Rural Development In-
stitute (INCODER) informed the mayor of Puerto Wilches 
that there were no legal grounds on which to evict the El 
Guayabo community. Any eviction would require a legal 
process to clarify the ownership and tenure of the land. 

The community members have also had to resist other 
previous eviction attempts (Case 25, PC 9).

Note: At the time of publication, judicial proceedings had 
been initiated against Leonel Gutiérrez for crimes related 
to paramilitarism. 

Illegal means and methods of warfare 

CASE 19: Illegal means and methods of warfare 

Victims: Afro-descendent, indigenous and farming 
communities in Medio San Juan, Istmina, Condoto  
and Nóvita, Chocó, of the Mennonite Brethren Church 
Date: May 2014 
Location: Medio San Juan, Chocó 
Alleged perpetrators: National Police

The Weaving Hope Farming Foundation (FAGROTES), con-
nected to the Mennonite Brethren Church, was comprised 
of peasant, Afro-descendant, and indigenous communities 
in Medio San Juan, Istmina, Condoto and Nóvita, in Chocó 
province.

Between May and August 2014, the Counternarcotic Po-
lice sprayed glyphosate herbicide2 on the Foundation’s 
legal crops during its aerial fumigation campaign. In 
those months, there were several aerial fumigations using 
glyphosate that damaged or killed crops belonging to 10 
families spread over 27 hectares of farmland. The affected 
crops included cocoa, plantain, coconut, avocado, peach-
palm, soursop, pineapple, lime, guava, papaya, yucca, 
borojó, breadfruit, mango, taro root, cashew, ice-cream-
bean, lulo and corn.

The aerial fumigations using glyphosate killed licit crops, 
contaminated the area’s water sources and caused illness 
among several community members.

2 Glyphosate is the main active ingredient in Monsanto’s Round-Up 
weedkiller.
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Homicide 

CASE 20: Homicide

Victims: Alfredo Ibañez, of the Baptist Church 
Date: June 19, 2015
Location: Buenaventura, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Unknown

Alfredo Ibañez was 25 years old and was a member of the 
Alpha and Omega Baptist Church. 

Alfredo was murdered on June 19, 2015, in Buenaven-
tura, Valle del Cauca, by an unidentified armed group. 
That day, several people asked Alfredo to come out of his 
house. They then started arguing with him, and later shot 
and killed him.

Forced disappearance

CASE 21: Forced disappearance

Victims: Omar Riascos, of the Baptist Church 
Date: June 10, 2015
Location: López de Micay, Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Unknown

Omar Riascos was 56 years old and was a member of the 
Alpha and Omega Baptist Church. 

Omar was disappeared on June 10, 2015, in Chiguero, 
López de Micay, Cauca, by an unidentified armed group. 
That day, a group of men pulled Omar from his home and 
he has not been seen since. The men were allegedly from 
the group that controlled boat transportation in the region.

2015 CASES 

Foto: Anna Vogt
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Sexual violence

CASE 22: Sexual violence and threat

Victims: Israel Manuel Aguilar Solano and family,  
of the Association of Evangelical Churches  
of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: January to June 2015
Location: Puerto Libertador, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Israel Aguilar was 53 years old and married with seven 
children. Israel and his family were members of the Pér-
gamo San Juan Church of the Association of Evangelical 
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC). Israel was the Senior 
Governor and Chief of the Alto San Jorge Indigenous Res-
ervation in Córdoba province. He was the legal represen-
tative of the reservation, which has jurisdiction in Puerto 
Libertador and Montelíbano municipalities. 

Israel was threatened on several occasions between Janu-
ary and June 2015 in Puerto Libertador, Córdoba, by al-
leged Águilas Negras neo-paramilitaries. On January 12, 
2015, unidentified masked men dressed in black were seen 
around Israel’s house. On February 4, 2015, after Israel and 
other members of the indigenous council met with the GE-
SELCA company, men on a black motorcycle without plates 
followed Israel. When he entered a bakery, the motorcycle’s 
passenger got off. He had a gun in his hand and he began 
to follow Israel into the store. At that moment, a police car 
drove by and the two men fled the area. 

On March 27, 2015, in the afternoon, Israel received a 
voicemail on his cell phone that was left by a man who 
threatened to kill him, and told him that it was the last 
warning he would get.

On April 15, 2015, in the afternoon, when Israel was near 
the Puerto Libertador park, the Indigenous Guard noticed 
that they were being followed by an armed man. The guard 
managed to get Israel safely home without incident.

The night of June 22, 2015, unknown men entered Is-
rael’s house. When they found that he was not there, they 
started searching through the house and attempted to 
sexually abuse one of his daughters. The men stole three 
USB memory drives, three cell phones, and a camera. The 
Indigenous Guard noticed the attack and was able to notify 
the National Police, who then captured one of the men. 
However, despite Israel’s wife filing a report with the po-
lice, the next day the man was seen walking freely in the 
same neighborhood where Israel lived. 

Israel was a defender of the Zenú indigenous people’s 
rights. The community filed a lawsuit against BHP-Billiton 
CMSA in 2012 (Case 105, LP 6/7).

Attempted homicide

CASE 23: Attempted homicide and threat

Victims: Ana Felicia Turizo Padilla, of an independent 
Christian church
Date: February 23, 2015
Location: Riohacha, La Guajira
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Ana Felicia Turizo Padilla was 40 years old. She was in a 
common law marriage, and had three minor children. Ana 
worked in adult literacy education and was a leader of the 
Active Community Management and Entrepreneurs Foun-
dation in La Guajira. Ana and her children attended ELAM 
independent Christian church.
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Ana was threatened on February 23, 2015, by alleged 
neo-paramilitaries in Riohacha, La Guajira. Ana, her hus-
band, and a member of her organization were traveling 
in a car to the state government building when a man on 
a high-powered motorcycle approached them. He drew a 
gun and threatened to shoot. Thanks to the skill of the 
driver, who quickly changed routes towards a police sta-
tion, they managed to escape the armed man. 

CASE 24: Attempted murder and displacement

Victims: Jorge Luis Martínez and John Alexander 
Martínez, of the Association of Evangelical Churches  
of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: September 17, 2015
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Jorge Luis Martínez was 40 years old and was a leader 
of the Working Group for the Protection of Land and Terri-
tory in Córdoba (GTTC). Jorge and his son John Alexander 
Martínez were members of Peniel Church of the Associa-
tion of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC) in 
Villa Madeira, Tierralta, Córdoba. 

On September 17, at about 7:45 p.m., John Alexander 
survived an attempt to murder him in Villa Madeira com-
munity in Tierralta, Córdoba, by alleged Clan Úsuga neo-
paramilitaries. Two men on a blue motorcycle without 
plates approached Jorge’s house. The passenger got off 
and walked towards John Alexander. The passenger then 
fired one shot at John Alexander. The bullet passed very 
close to his face, but did not hit him, and he was able to 
flee from the site. When Jorge found out about the attack, 
he decided to leave the area with his son.

Arbitrary detention

CASE 25: Arbitrary detention 

Victims: Oscar Eduardo Suárez Cabezas,  
of the Mennonite Church
Date: January 20, 2015 
Location: Villavicencio, Meta 
Alleged perpetrators: National Army

Oscar Eduardo Suárez Cabezas was 21 years old and was 
a conscientious objector to mandatory military service. He 
was a member of the Mennonite Church of Ibagué.

Oscar was arbitrarily detained on January 20, 2015, at ap-
proximately 8:30 a.m. by the National Army in Villavicen-
cio, Meta. That day, Oscar was traveling from Villavicencio 
to Bogotá to catch an international flight to Bolivia for a 
meeting of Mennonite youth.

The National Army stopped the public transportation ve-
hicle in which Oscar was riding. The soldiers asked for 
Oscar’s I.D. Oscar showed them his national I.D. card and 
his student I.D. for the Tolima Conservatory, where he was 
in his fifth semester of a bachelor’s degree in music. Un-
der the rationale that they found him loitering, Oscar was 
taken to the Seventh Brigade of the National Army in Vil-
lavicencio, Meta. There they proceeded to subject him to 
medical, psychological and dental exams. Oscar refused 
several times to be examined, but he was pressured and 
threatened by members of the brigade to complete the 
exams.

From the beginning, Oscar clearly stated that he was 
studying in the university and that he was a conscientious 
objector supported by the Mennonite Church in Ibagué. 
Approximately three hours later, the soldiers let him go, 
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but only after he signed a letter affirming his “good treat-
ment” as a prerequisite for leaving the battalion. 

Displacement

CASE 26: Displacement and threat 

Victims: Gustavo Sánchez Gutiérrez,  
of the Baptist Church 
Date: February 11, 2015
Location: Cali, Valle del Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Gustavo Sánchez Gutiérrez was 73 years old, a pastor, and 
a teacher at the Baptist University and Seminary of Cali. He 
was a member of the Baptist Church. 

Pastor Gustavo Sánchez was threatened, extorted, and 
displaced on February 11, 2015, in Cali, Valle del Cauca, 
by alleged Los Rastrojos neo-paramilitaries. Gustavo 
received calls from men calling from two different cell 
phone numbers. They told him that he had to contribute 
eight million pesos (about US$3,200) for ammunition for 
a neo-paramilitary group called Los Rastrojos. In the first 
call, they asked for the money and they told him that if 
he refused to pay the extortion, they would declare him a 
military target. The second person told him the same, but 
added that they knew where he worked, what his profes-
sion was, and where his family lived. Gustavo received 
calls to his cell phone and his landline at home. 

Pastor Gustavo did not make any payment and repeated 
in the calls that he did not have the resources to make 
such payments. 

Pastor Gustavo reported the extortion and threats to the 
Prosecutor General’s Office in Cali so they would begin 

an investigation of the extortion. After filing the report, the 
pastor and his family temporarily left the city. 

CASE 27: Displacement and threat

Victims: Yina Paola Sánchez Rodríguez, of the 
Association of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean 
(AIEC)
Date: July 3, 2015
Location: Montelíbano, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Yina Paola Sánchez Rodríguez was 28 years old, and a 
single head of household with three children. Yina was 
a community leader: she participated in the Transitional 
Justice Committee and in Community Councils, she repre-
sented displaced families in the Nudo del Paramillo Park, 
she was a member of the Working Group for the Protection 
of Land and Territory in Córdoba (GTTC), and worked as 
the Police Inspector3 in Tierradentro. Yina and her family 
were part of the Life Source Christian Center of the As-
sociation of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC). 

Yina was threatened on April 17, 2015, by alleged neo-
paramilitaries in the city of Tierradentro, Montelíbano, 
Córdoba. That day, a pamphlet that threatened Yina was 
slid under the door of her house. Two weeks later, she re-
ceived another pamphlet under her door, but this one had 
a symbol of death on it and was covered in red stains. The 
death threats led Yina to leave, displaced from her home, 
on July 3, 2015. 

3 The Police Inspector is a civilian public official that is not part 
of the National Police structure. The Police Inspector is named 
by the mayor and performs administrative duties that seek to 
resolve local community disputes that do not merit judicial pro-
ceedings.
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Yina has received threats since June 2014 due to her 
work defending human rights in the region (Case 12).

CASE 28: Displacement and threat

Victims: Enadat de Jesús Córdoba Benítez,  
of the Association of Evangelical Churches of  
the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: September 28, 2015
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Enadat was 45 years old and married with three daugh-
ters. Enadat was a member of Peniel Church of the Asso-
ciation of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC), 
where she was an Elder. She was also a human rights 
defender and active member of the Municipal Victims 
Roundtable in Tierralta, Córdoba, and a member of the 
Working Group for the Protection of Land and Territory 
in Córdoba (GTTC). 

Enadat was threatened on September 28, 2015, at ap-
proximately 4 p.m., by a text message received by Rocío 
Pineda in Villa Luz community in Tierralta, Córdoba, from 
alleged neo-paramilitaries in the Águilas Negras. Rocío 
Pineda was the women’s representative in the Municipal 
Victims’ Roundtable in Tierralta. The threat made Enadat 
decide to leave the region. 

On September 30, 2015, at approximately 11:38 p.m., 
another GTTC leader received a call from a neo-paramil-
itary group member, who identified himself as “Camilo” 
and told the leader that there was an order out to “elimi-
nate” all the members of the Victims’ Roundtable. 

CASE 29: Displacement, religious intolerance, extortion 

and threat

Victims: Héctor Sarmiento and family, of an independent 
Christian church 
Date: October 9, 2015
Location: Saravena, Arauca
Alleged perpetrators: ELN

Héctor Sarmiento was 55 years old, a pastor, and married 
to Sara Lugo Gómez. He had two children and two grand-
children. Héctor and his family were members of the Good 
News Church.

Pastor Héctor was threatened, extorted and displaced on 
October 9, 2015, in Saravena, Arauca, by alleged mem-
bers of the ELN guerrilla. Four years prior, Pastor Héctor 
had put his farm up for sale in San Joaquín community. 
At that time, ELN guerrillas had asked Pastor Héctor for 
part of the money that he would receive from the sale of 
the farm. Pastor Héctor refused to pay the extortion. In 
response, the guerrilla “alias Ratón” allegedly approached 
the pastor and demanded he turn over the title to the farm 
which Pastor Héctor refused to do. On October 1, 2015, 
ELN guerrillas took control of the pastor’s farm.

On October 9, 2015, ELN guerrillas held a meeting in an 
area known as El Cerro. A source close to the pastor told 
him that the guerrillas had decided to kill him. The follow-
ing day, Pastor Héctor, his wife and one of his daughters 
left Saravena, Arauca, as displaced persons.

Several times, the ELN guerrilla group extorted Pastor 
Héctor, and he refused to pay them. They also came to his 
farm several times and stole farm equipment.
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The FARC-EP 10th Front and the ELN 45th (Domingo Laín) 
Front where present in the area.

Since 2012, ELN and FARC-EP guerrillas prohibited reli-
gious worship in the rural areas around Saravena. Alias 
Chácaro, a member of one of the guerrilla groups, once 
approached Pastor Héctor and told him that religious 
worship was prohibited in rural areas, and since January 
2015, the prohibition was enforced with no exceptions. 
At the time of documentation, the prohibition on churches 
and all religious activities continued in rural areas.

CASE 30: Displacement and threat 

Victims: Alexander*, Santiago* and Héctor Fernández*, 
of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the 
Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: December 2015
Location: El Bagre, Antioquia 
Alleged perpetrators: ELN

Alexander*, Santiago* and Héctor Fernández* were 16, 
15 and 12 years old respectively. They were students 
and they and their family were members of the Nazareth 
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Church of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the 
Caribbean (AIEC).

Alexander*, Santiago* and Héctor Fernández* were threat-
ened and displaced by alleged ELN guerrillas in Decem-
ber 2015 in Moqui, Puerto Claver, El Bagre, Antioquia. In 
November and December 2015, the ELN and FARC-EP 
guerrillas formed an alliance to fight the neo-paramilitary 
groups that operated in the area. This alliance led to sever-
al armed confrontations in those months, and the combat 
increased the cases of forced recruitment of minor boys 
and girls in the area. 

In the first days of December, alleged members of the ELN 
guerrilla came to the Moqui community to recruit minors, 
including Alexander*, Santiago* and Héctor Fernández*. 
However, their parents were able to prevent their forced 

recruitment. On December 18, 2015, Alexander*, San-
tiago* and Héctor’s* parents decided to move the family 
out of the region. 

Threat

CASE 31: Threat 

Victims: Germán Zárate, Jairo Barriga and Milton Mejía, 
of the Presbyterian Church, and Agustín Jiménez, of the 
Mennonite Church
Date: January 14, 2015
Location: Barranquilla, Atlántico
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Germán Zárate, Jairo Barriga and Milton Mejía of the Pres-
byterian Church, and Agustín Jiménez, of the Mennonite 

Photo: Anna Vogt
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Church, were threatened on January 14, 2015 in Barran-
quilla, Atlántico, by alleged neo-paramilitaries in a pam-
phlet attributed to the Northern Atlantic Coast Block of the 
Águilas Negras.

The pamphlet was distributed throughout the city and 
threatened 39 people linked to “human rights organiza-
tions, unions, land rights defenders, and persons work-
ing with victims; lawyers for FARC-EP and ELN guerrilla 
prisoners, people who write human rights reports, the 
FARC-EP and ELN political organizations, the Peoples’ 
Congress, the Patriotic Union and the Patriotic March.” 
These groups and people were declared military targets 
and threatened to kill them.

CASE 32: Threat 

Victims: Jorge Luis Martínez, of the Association of 
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: March 17, 2015
Location: Tierralta, Córdoba
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Jorge Luis Martínez was 40 years old and was a leader 
of the Working Group for the Protection of Land and Ter-
ritory in Córdoba (GTTC). He was a member of the Peniel 
Church of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the 
Caribbean (AIEC).

Jorge Luis was threatened on March 17, 2015, by alleged 
Clan Úsuga neo-paramilitaries in Villa Madeira, Tierralta, 
Córdoba. That day, two men from the Clan Úsaga came 
to the farm of one of the GTTC board members, located 
on the Nuevo Horizonte property. They accused Jorge of 
being a guerrilla and demanded he leave the farm, saying 
that if he did not, he would be killed.

On May 14, 2015, Jorge traveled from the farm to the city 
of Tierralta. Three armed men stopped him, threatened 
him and warned him that he must abandon the farm.

CASE 33: Threat 

Victims: William Aljure, of the United Pentecostal 
Church of Colombia   
Date: April 25, 2015
Location: Mapiripán, Meta
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries 

William Aljure was 37 years old and married with one son. 
William was a land claimant and a leader of Communities 
Building Peace in the Territories (CONPAZ). William and 
his family were part of the United Pentecostal Church of 
Colombia. 

William was threatened by alleged neo-paramilitaries on 
April 25, 2015, in La Cooperativa, Mapiripán, Meta. The 
threat was made when two alleged neo-paramilitaries, 
who traveled on a motorcycle without plates, approached 
a national human rights commission and international 
observers. One of the neo-paramilitaries, who carried a 
handgun, asked the commission where El Carmen, Ve-
ladero and San Ignacio properties were located, and Wil-
liam explained to them the locations. The neo-paramilitar-
ies left heading towards the San Ignacio farm.

Brothers William and Dumar Aljure were claimants of the 
Santa Ana property, which without their consent was being 
claimed to be part of the Poligrow company palm project 
(Case 14). 
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CASE 34: Threat 

Victims: Germán Zárate, of the Presbyterian Church 
and Walter Villalba, of the Association of Evangelical 
Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC) 
Date: October 15, 2015
Location: Barranquilla, Atlántico
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries 

Germán Zárate of the Presbyterian Church and Walter Vil-
lalba of the Haven of Peace Church of the Association of 
Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC) were threat-
ened in a pamphlet on October 15, 2015, in Barranquilla, 
Atlántico, by alleged neo-paramilitaries. The pamphlet, 
attributed to the Northern Atlantic Coast Block of the  
Águilas Negras, proclaimed the threat against human 
rights defenders, land rights leaders, unionists, and candi-
dates for leftist political parties. 

Germán Zárate was also threatened in a pamphlet in Jan-
uary 2015 (Case 30).

Collective threat

CASE 35: Threat, pillage and illegal means and 

methods of warfare

Victims: Members of the Mennonite Brethren Church of 
La Esperanza
Date: April 13, 2015
Location: Buenos Aires, Cauca
Alleged perpetrators: Combatants, National Army

Members of the Mennonite Brethren Church, in La Esper-
anza, Buenos Aires, Cauca, were caught in the middle of the 
crossfire between guerrillas and the National Army on April 
13, 2015. That night, a FARC-EP guerrilla unit attacked 
some 50 soldiers in the National Army. Afterwards, the 
National Army threatened members of the community, ac-
cusing them of having ties with the FARC-EP.

Prior to the attack, the members of the National Army had 
set up their installations in the community’s sports field, 
located about two meters from the homes of community 
members. It was there that the FARC-EP attacked the 
Army, killing 11 soldiers, injuring 23 soldiers, and terror-
izing the community. 

After the attack, members of the National Army forced 
their way in to the houses of some of the church members, 
searching for FARC-EP guerrillas. According to the source, 
these searches of the church members’ houses were es-
sentially accusations of being guerrilla collaborators.

This situation was significant within the framework of the 
peace talks between the Colombian government and the 
FARC-EP. It marked a violation of the unilateral cease-fire 
the FARC-EP had decreed in December 2014, and gener-
ated tension in the subsequent peace talks. 
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Homicide

CASE 36: Homicide and torture

Victims: Samuel Martínez*, of an independent Christian 
church
Date: May 7, 2010
Location: Medellín, Antioquia
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

 

Samuel Martínez* was a 13-year-old student; he lived with 
his mother and sister. Samuel* and his family were part of 
the Oasis of Restoration Church.

Samuel* was tortured and murdered by alleged neo-
paramilitaries on May 7, 2010, at approximately 8:30 
p.m. in a place called San Pedro, San Cristóbal, Medellín, 
Antioquia. That day, Samuel* left school, but never made it 
home. His mom called his cell phone several times, but he 
never answered. According to neighbors, the last time they 
saw Samuel* he was with a man known by the nickname 
Agapito.

At 8:30 p.m., Samuel*’s mother Patricia* received a call 
that informed her that her son was in the hospital. Patri-
cia* went to the hospital, but did not find him there and 
was told the hospital knew nothing of the phone call. 
Patricia* returned home, and she planned with other 
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women to search around the house, but was not able to 
leave her house because the area was on lock-down by 
the police (for reasons unrelated to the case). 

The next morning, Patricia* received a call from the po-
lice that informed her that her son had been found dead 
on the outskirts of La Gabriela neighborhood, a site far 
from their home. He was found with signs of torture. He 
had been stabbed multiple times all over his body, and 
his head was partially detached. Patricia* went to the 
site, but there the police there refused to give her any 
information.

Patricia* went to the forensics lab to corroborate the in-
formation provided by the police. Upon seeing his body, 
she saw signs of torture because his fingernails had been 
pulled out. 

According to the source, Samuel* was murdered due to 
his reiterated refusal to join the neo-paramilitary group 
called La Agonía. This group threatened to recruit him 
several times and they constantly asked him to report on 
what was happening in the neighborhood or to transport 
guns or drugs. The same source stated that this neo-
paramilitary group operated in the area with the police’s 
cooperation.

The area where Samuel* was murdered was disputed by 
several illegal armed groups. There was a lot of interest 
in controlling the area because it was used as a strategic 
corridor connecting to the Urabá Antioqueño region.

Displacement

CASE 37: Displacement and extortion

Victims: Flor Etelvina Pacheco Blanco and her family, of 
the Foursquare Church 
Date: 1998 
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Flor Etelvina Pacheco Blanco was 32 years old. She was 
married and had nine children. She and her family were 
members of Foursquare Church. 

Etelvina was subjected to extortion and displaced by al-
leged paramilitaries in 1998 in La Unión, Badillo, Puerto 
Wilches, Santander. That year, paramilitaries came to 
Etelvina’s house and obliged her to give them food and 
livestock, causing Etelvina and her family to decide to leave 
the area. 

CASE 38: Displacement, threat and extortion 

Victims: Florentino España and his family, of the 
Foursquare Church
Date: 2003 
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Florentino España was 53 years old. Florentino was a 
farmer born in the area and he was married with nine chil-
dren. He was a member of Foursquare Church. 

Florentino, his wife and children were threatened and 
displaced in early 2003 from Bella Unión, Badillo, Puerto 
Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries. Florentino 
heard from several sources that the paramilitaries were 
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accusing his family of being guerrilla collaborators. He de-
cided to sell the farm and displace with his family.

In late 2003, Florentino and his family returned to Bella 
Unión and acquired other lands for the family. There they 
and other farmers were subjected to extortion by alleged 
paramilitaries based in Vijagual. 

Florentino and his family were also threatened in 1995 by 
alleged paramilitary groups and an unidentified guerrilla 
group that were present in the area. 

CASE 39: Displacement and threat

Victims: William Aljure and his family, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia 
Date: August 2012
Location: Mapiripán, Meta
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

William Aljure was 35 years old and married with one son. 
William and his family were members of the United Pente-
costal Church of Colombia 

William and his brother Dumar were threatened and dis-
placed with their families by alleged neo-paramilitaries in 
La Cooperativa, Mapiripán, Meta, in August 2012. The dis-
placement was carried out by alias El Chato, a member of 
the structure led by neo-paramilitary Edgar Pérez (alias El 
Tomate), one of the successors of the paramilitary leader 
Pedro Guerrero, alias Cuchillo. 

The day of the crime, the Aljure family home was de-
stroyed. It was located about 300 meters from the Santa 
Ana farm, which also belonged to the family. Afterwards, 
William and his family decided to leave the area. 

Days prior to the displacement, the Aljure brothers were 
forced to attend a meeting with paramilitary leaders with 
aliases El Tomate, Kalamiscov and Calibre, along with 
Gildardo Benjumea and the lawyer Wilson Saray from the 
Poligrow company. The armed men intimidated the family 
and ordered them to either stop their claims on the land, or 
be murdered. The neo-paramilitaries also stated that the 
local municipal officials worked for them. 

Poligrow is an Italian-Spanish company that showed up in 
to the region in 2008. It stated that it had signed a promise 
of sale of the Santa Ana estate with the heirs of Dumar 
Aljure (father of William and Dumar). William and Dumar 
stated that there was a stalled succession process and 
that they had never been granted power from their father 
to carry out transactions on the property.

CASE 40: Displacement and threat 

Victims: David Bonilla Murgas and his family, of the 
Mennonite Brethren Church 
Date: May 2013
Location: Soacha, Cundinamarca
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

David Bonilla Murgas was 40 years old and married with 
two children. David was a pastor of the Mennonite Brethren 
Church and coordinated the Child Training Center Project. 

David was threatened and displaced in May 2013 from 
Soacha, Cundinamarca, by alleged neo-paramilitaries. An 
international volunteer that worked at the church in El Pro-
greso neighborhood and the Child Training Center Project 
was robbed in the area. David approached the presumed 
thieves who were members of a gang, and asked for the 
volunteer’s belongings. In response, they threatened him 
and attempted to stab him with a knife.
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Later, there was a confrontation between the gang and a 
neo-paramilitary group in the neighborhood. This caused 
an increase in the threats, which came via letters and 
emails. David and his family decided to leave the area. 

David and his family received repeated threats in the sec-
ond half of 2013, prompting the family to move to a new 
city two times in that timeframe. 

CASE 41: Displacement and threat

Victims: Alfredo Acosta*, of the Association  
of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC) 
Date: August 2013
Location: Talaigua Nuevo, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Alfredo Acosta* was 32 years old, was married with two 
children, and worked in cosmetics sales. Alfredo was a 
leader in the Association of Evangelical Churches of the 
Caribbean (AIEC). 

Alfredo* was threatened and displaced in August 2013 
by alleged neo-paramilitaries in the Águilas Negras and 
Los Rastrojos in Patico community in Talaigua Nuevo, 
Bolívar. According to the source, Alfredo’s* constant travel 
in the region for his job selling cosmetics prompted the 
neo-paramilitary groups to wrongly suspect and accuse 
Alfredo* of being a guerrilla informant. At the time of the 
threat, the neo-paramilitaries gave Alfredo two hours to 
leave the region.

CASE 42: Displacement, threat and extortion

Victims: Pedro Ruiz*, of the Association  
of Evangelical Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: August 25, 2013
Location: Magangué, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Pedro Ruiz* was 33 years old and married to Carolina*; the 
couple had a five year old son. Pedro* pastored the Eternal 
Life Church of the Association of Evangelical Churches of 
the Caribbean.

Pedro* was subjected to extortion, was threatened and dis-
placed by alleged neo-paramilitaries on August 25, 2013, 
at approximately 9:00 a.m. in Piñalito, Magangué, Bolívar. 
That day, two people came to Pastor Pedro’s* house to 
extort him. Pedro* refused to give them money and they 
said he must leave the area or they would kill him. 

The two armed men spoke with community leaders in the 
region so they would warn Pastor Pedro* that if he did not 
leave the town, he would be killed. This led Pastor Pedro* 
and his family to displace from the region. 

In 2013 there was more than one armed group in Magan-
gué. At the time of the documentation, neo-paramilitary 
groups maintained control of the region. 

CASE 43: Displacement, threat and extortion

Victims: Víctor Rodríguez* and his family,  
of the Association of Evangelical Churches of the 
Caribbean (AIEC)
Date: October 13, 2013
Location: Pinillos, Bolívar
Alleged perpetrators: FARC-EP
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Víctor Rodríguez* was 42 years old and married to Gloria 
Olarte*. The couple had three children. Víctor was pastor 
of the Glory of God Church of the Association of Evangeli-
cal Churches of the Caribbean (AIEC). 

Víctor* was subject to extortion, threatened and displaced 
by alleged FARC-EP guerrillas on October 13, 2013, in Las 
Flores, Pinillos, Bolívar. Around 9:00 a.m., four men who 
traveled by motorcycle came to Pastor Víctor’s* house and 
asked to see the church’s accounting books. The pastor 
refused to give them the books, so the guerrillas told him 
that he had to pay them to support the armed group’s 
activities. When he said no, the guerrillas threated to kill 
him. Pastor Víctor decided to leave the area with his family.

In 2013, the southern part of Bolívar province had a strong 
neo-paramilitary presence. However, in the area where 
this case occurred, the guerrilla took over/were reacti-
vated after the United Self-Defense Forces of Colombia 
demobilized. 

Threat

CASE 44: Threat

Victims: Flor Etelvina Pacheco Blanco,  
of the Foursquare Church
Date: 1990
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Guerrilla

Flor Etelvina Pacheco Blanco was 24 years old and mar-
ried with nine children. She and her family were members 
of the Foursquare Church. 

Etelvina was threatened by a guerrilla group in 1990 in 
La Unión, Badillo, Puerto Wilches, Santander. That year, a 

guerrilla group came to Etelvina’s house and forced her to 
help them for a few days. Her husband was the only per-
son that had a boat, so they forced him to transport them 
on the Magdalena River.

Later, the guerrilla engaged the National Army in an armed 
confrontation and one of the guerrillas was injured. Sev-
eral of the guerrillas went to Etelvina’s house and stole the 
family’s boat. This caused Etelvina and her family to be 
stigmatized as guerrilla collaborators. 

CASE 45: Threat

Victims: Carmen Virginia Peña Rodríguez,  
of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2001
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Guerrilla

Carmen Virginia Peña was 21 years old, married, and a 
member of the Foursquare Church. 

Carmen was threatened on December 31, 2001, in El 
Guayabo, Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged guerrillas. 
That day, the guerrillas told Carmen to guard some weap-
ons, which Carmen refused to do. The guerrillas left but 
they warned her that if she mentioned that they had been 
there, then they would kill her and her family. 

CASE 46: Threat

Victims: María Esther Quintero, of the Foursquare  
Church
Date: 2003
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries
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María Esther Quintero was 45 years old, separated, and 
mother of seven children. The family attended the Four-
square Church.

María was threatened in 2003 in Bella Unión, Badillo, 
Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries. The 
alleged paramilitaries went to her house, pulled her ex-
husband from the house and threatened to kill him. They 
wrongly accused him of being at fault in the disappear-
ance of livestock. 

CASE 47: Threat and extortion 

Victims: Carmen Virginia Peña Rodríguez,  
of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2003
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Carmen Virginia Peña was 23 years old, married, and a 
member of the Foursquare Church.

Carmen was threatened and subjected to extortion in 
2003 in El Guayabo, Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged 
paramilitaries. Several times in 2003, the paramilitaries 
went from house to house in the community and forced 
one person per family to go to San Pablo. Carmen had to 
go one of those times. 

At other times, the paramilitaries stole products from the 
family business that Carmen looked after. 

CASE 48: Threat, extortion and pillage 

Victims: Emérita Rodríguez Cuesta, of the Foursquare Church
Date: June 2004 
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Emérita Rodríguez Cuesta was 47 years old, married, and 
a stay-at-home mother of two children. Emérita was a land 
claimant and a member of the Foursquare Church.

Emérita was subject to extortion in 2004 in El Guayabo, 
Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries. On 
one occasion, the paramilitaries robbed Emérita of all the 
money she had saved for end of year celebrations.

In 2000, Emérita and her family had a business and alleged 
paramilitaries would come and steal products from their 
store. On several occasions, the paramilitaries forced Eméri-
ta to let them stay the night in her store, and one time they 
forced her to cook for the area’s paramilitary commanders.

The alleged paramilitaries also held meetings in the El 
Guayabo town park and forced the town’s families to at-
tend, threatening to kill anyone who did not attend. 

CASE 49: Threat

Victims: Emiro Nel Cáceres Contreras, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia 
Date: 2007
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Emiro Nel Cáceres was 45 years old, was in a common 
law marriage, and had six children. Emiro attended the 
United Pentecostal Church of Colombia.
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Emiro was threatened in 2007 in Bella Unión, Badillo, 
Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries. He 
and his family were threatened because they had been 
wrongly accused of being guerrilla collaborators.

CASE 50: Threat 

Victims: Jairo Barragán, of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2008
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Jairo Barragán was 29 years old, a farmer, and married 
with two children. Jairo and his family were members of 
the Foursquare Church.

Jairo was threatened in 2008 in Bella Unión, Badillo, 
Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged neo-paramilitar-
ies. Jairo and his son were traveling on the Magdalena 
River in a canoe. At a point called Boca Rosario, a group 
of approximately 100 alleged neo-paramilitaries stopped 
Jairo and his son and forced them to provide transporta-
tion to the group. 

During the demobilization of the paramilitary groups in the 
area, the residents of the area were forced to transport the 
paramilitary members to the sites selected for the demo-
bilization activities.

CASE 51: Threat 

Victims: Dannys Mariela Viecco Jiménez, of an 
independent Christian church
Date: September 21, 2013
Location: Riohacha, Guajira
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Dannys Mariela Viecco was 56 years old, and married with 
six children. Dannys worked in adult literacy education 
and was the legal representative of the Christian Women’s 
Network of Displaced and At-Risk Victims in La Guajira 
province. She and her family were members of the Jesus 
Is Lord independent Christian church. 

Dannys was threatened in a pamphlet on September 21, 
2013, by alleged Los Rastrojos neo-paramilitaries in Rio-
hacha, La Guajira, after spending a day training 30 leaders 
from the province. That day, other members of the Victims 
Roundtable called to inform her that they had received a 
threat in a pamphlet sent to their email addresses.

CASE 52: Threat

Victims: Ana Felicia Turizo Padilla, of an independent 
Christian church 
Date: September 22, 2013
Location: Riohacha, La Guajira
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

Ana Felicia Turizo Padilla was 39 years old, was in a com-
mon law marriage, and had three minor children. Ana 
worked in adult literacy education and was a leader of the 
Active Community Management and Entrepreneurs Foun-
dation in La Guajira province. She and her children were 
part of the ELAM independent Christian church. 

Ana was threatened in a pamphlet on September 22, 
2013, in Riohacha, La Guajira, by alleged neo-paramilitar-
ies. The pamphlet had a list of people and identified their 
locations and their work. The pamphlet stated that they 
should leave La Guajira. 

Ana Felicia Turizo was harassed from the moment she was 
elected a representative of the Municipal Victims Roundta-
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ble on July 14, 2013. Three days after being elected, she 
was hit by a car, and she had to be admitted to the clinic. 

Around the same time, another member of the Munici-
pal Victims Roundtable was harassed by a someone in a 
vehicle (Case 23). The harassment and threats continued 
and increased against the newly elected representatives 
to the Victims Roundtable. 

Extortion

CASE 53: Extortion 

Victims: Adolfo Amariz Nieto, of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2000
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Adolfo Amariz Nieto was 51 years old; he lived with his 
partner, had eight children, and administered a farm. He 
was a member of the Community Council, and a member 
of the land defense organization in Bella Unión. Adolfo was 
a member of the Foursquare Church. 

Adolfo was subject to extortion in 2002 in Bella Unión com-
munity in Badillo, Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged 
paramilitaries. The paramilitaries went to Adolfo’s house 
several times. They intimidated him by shooting their guns 
and threatened to take his chickens. They also forced him 
to make extortion payments and to attend their meetings. 

CASE 54: Extortion and pillage

Victims: Enrique Rodríguez, of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2000
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Enrique Rodríguez was 51 years old, a farmer, and father 
of seven children. Enrique was a member of the Four-
square Church.

Enrique was subject to extortion in 2000 in Bella Unión, 
Badillo, Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitar-
ies. The paramilitaries stole a bull from Enrique because 
he was unable to pay the demanded extortion.

CASE 55: Extortion and pillage

Victims: Emiro Nel Cáceres Contreras, of the United 
Pentecostal Church of Colombia 
Date: 2000
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries 

Emiro Nel Cáceres was 45 years old. He was a farmer, was 
in a common law marriage, and had six children. Emiro at-
tended the United Pentecostal Church of Colombia.

Emiro was subject to extortion in 2000 in Bella Unión, Ba-
dillo, Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries. 
Emiro refused to pay the extortion and they instead stole 
some of his cattle. 

CASE 56: Extortion

Victims: Jairo Barragán, of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2000
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Jairo Barragán was 21 years old, a farmer, and married 
with two children. Jairo and his family were members of 
the Foursquare Church.
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Jairo was subject to extortion in 2000 in Bella Unión com-
munity in Badillo, Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged 
paramilitaries.

CASE 57: Extortion 

Victims: María Teresa Alcocer, of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2001
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

María Teresa Alcocer was 50 years old and attended the 
Foursquare Church. 

María was subject to extortion in 2001 in El Guayabo, 
Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries who 
forced the townspeople to pay extortion. The paramilitaries 
also threatened María’s son. 

CASE 58: Extortion 

Victims: Eustacio Cuavas, of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2001
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Eustacio Cuavas was 58 years old and a member of the 
Foursquare Church.

Eustacio was subject to extortion in 2001 in El Guayabo, 
Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries. 

CASE 59: Extortion 

Victims: Sonia Arcos, of the Foursquare Church
Date: December 20, 2001
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Sonia Arcos was 45 years old, married, and mother of one 
son. She was a member of the Foursquare Church.

Sonia was subject to extortion on December 20, 2001, in 
El Guayabo, Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged para-
militaries. One month later, the paramilitaries came to her 
house again to demand another extortion payment. This 
type of extortion was frequent in the area. 

CASE 60: Extortion and pillage 

Victims: Clementina Cuavas Pitalua,  
of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2002
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Clementina Cuavas was 31 years old, and attended the 
Foursquare Church.

Clementina was subject to extortion in 2002 in El Guayabo, 
Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries. That 
year, the paramilitaries entered the area and attacked and 
killed animals and livestock as a way of threatening the 
townspeople and force them to pay extortion payments. 
They killed one of Clementina’s pigs and they stole money 
from her. 

In 2001, the paramilitaries entered the town and forced 
the area’s cattle ranchers to pay extortion. 
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CASE 61: Extortion and pillage

Victims: Roberto Peña Romero, of the Foursquare 
Church
Date: 2003
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander
Alleged perpetrators: Paramilitaries

Roberto Peña Romero was 60 years old, a farmer and 
shopkeeper. He was married and had two children. Ro-
berto belonged to the Foursquare Church.

Roberto was subject to extortion in 2003 in El Guayabo, 
Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged paramilitaries. 
Over the course of 2003, the paramilitary group extorted 
every business owner in the town. 

In 2000, Roberto was subject to extortion by alleged 
paramilitaries because he owned a store in the town. The 
paramilitaries also consumed products in his store and left 
without paying for them. 

CASE 62: Extortion 

Victims: María Esther Quintero, of the Foursquare Church
Date: 2006
Location: Puerto Wilches, Santander 
Alleged perpetrators: Neo-paramilitaries

María Esther Quintero was 48 years old, separated, and 
a stay-at-home mother of seven children. María and her 
family attended the Foursquare Church. 

María was subject to extortion in 2006 in Bella Unión, Ba-
dillo, Puerto Wilches, Santander, by alleged neo-paramili-
taries. María had to pay extortion to alleged paramilitaries 
for the land and livestock that she owned. 
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Chapter 2 
Quantitative Analysis 

With the information registered in the SIVEL (Online Political Violence Information System) database, A Prophetic Call 
is able to analyze the quantitative information available about human rights violations and International Humanitarian 

Law infractions committed against people, families, and communities connected to Protestant and evangelical churches in 
Colombia.

The following sections analyze the statistics for 2014 and 2015, including the victims’ demographic data, locations, the 
victims’ church affiliation, the alleged perpetrators, and the type of violations. There is also an analysis of the collective viola-
tion cases.

Photo: Anna Vogt
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Sex

In 2014, there was a reduction in the number of cases registered against men compared to 2013, which is a reduction that 
is proportional to the overall reduction in cases documented.  
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Victims Demographics

Age range

This table shows that the age grouping of 46 to 60 years old had the greatest number of victims, with 12 violations. There 
is a significant reduction in 2014 cases against boys, girls and adolescents, who in 2013 represented 28% of the victims. 
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Location of the victims 

The greatest numbers of violations were documented in Valle del Cauca province, with 14 violations, which was 38% of the 
total registered violations that year. 
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In 2014, the denominations that registered the most violations were the Assemblies of God Church and the Christian and 
Missionary Alliance Church. 

Alleged perpetrators 

In 2014, the civilian population continued to be harassed by armed groups, and were affected primarily by neo-paramilitary 
groups who committed 26 violations, representing 70% of total violations registered. The FARC-EP’s number of violations 
committed went from 24 in 2013 to two violations in 2014. 
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Collective victims

In 2014, three cases of collective violations were documented, which was a significant reduction over the number of cases 
in 2013. However, these three cases affected approximately 600 people, which is a larger number of total people affected 
compared to 2013, which shows the seriousness of these acts. 

Date Province Alleged perpetrators Type of Violation
Approximate 

number of people 
affected 

Denomination

May Chocó National police
Illegal means and meth-

ods of warfare
200

Mennonite Brethren 
Church

July 26 Santander Neo-paramilitaries Collective threat 200 Foursquare Church 

October 29 Santander Neo-paramilitaries Collective threat 200 Foursquare Church

Type of violations 

The two types of violations that were most registered in 2014 were threat and forced displacement, which continues the 
tendencies seen in previous Prophetic Call reports. In 2014, four violations were committed against pastors: one threat, one 
extortion, and two forced displacements. There were also six violations committed against church leaders. 
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Sex

In 2015, some 82% of the 39 registered violations were committed against men, demonstrating an increase in their propor-
tion compared to 2014. 
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This table shows that there were nine violations committed against people 26 to 45 years old, making it the age grouping 
with the greatest number of victims. This is different from 2014, where the majority of victims were 46-60 years old. Further-
more, in 2015, the distribution of violations was more proportional across the age groupings than previous years.
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Valle del Cauca
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In 2015, the church that registered the greatest number of violations was the Association of Evangelical Churches of the 
Caribbean (AIEC). This year, all of the reported violations were committed against six Christian denominations, which is a 
reduction compared to the number of denominations affected in 2014. 
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Location of the victims 

The greatest numbers of violations were registered in Córdoba, Atlántico, Antioquia and Arauca provinces. In 2015, compared 
to 2014, there were fewer cases in Valle del Cauca, but there were more cases in Meta. 
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Types of violations 

Threat and forced displacement continue to be the two violations most frequently registered in 2015. That year there were 
11 violations registered against pastors: six threats, two forced displacements, one incident of religious intolerance, and two 
extortions. 

Displacement

Recruitment

Extortion

0 5 10 2015

Arbitrary Detention

Forced Disappearance

Attempted Homicide

Threat

Sexual Violence

Homicide

Religious Intolerance

1

1

1

1

1

11

2

2

2

17

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Neo-paramilitaries

ELN

National Army 

Unknown

12

22

3

2

Alleged perpetrators 

In 2015, the civilian population continued to be constantly harassed, for the most part by neo-paramilitary groups and the 
ELN guerrillas. In 2015, for the first time in 11 reports of A Prophetic Call, no violations committed by the FARC-EP were 
registered. 
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Collective victims 

In 2015, one case of collective victims was documented, which was a considerable decline compared to the number of 
people affected in 2014, going from 600 to 20 people.

Date Province Alleged perpetrators Type of Violation
Approximate 

number of people 
affected 

Denomination

April 13 Cauca
Combatants and 
National Army

Collective threat, Pillage, 
and Illegal means and 
methods of warfare

20
Mennonite Brethren 

Church
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Chapter 3 
Seeds of Hope

Seeds of Hope are Protestant and evangelical churches’ initiatives and actions that contribute to hope and transformation 
in the midst of armed conflict. These churches and faith-based organizations promote nonviolence, work towards conflict 

transformation and social justice, accompany victims and lead other efforts to contribute to peacebuilding in their regions. 

Church Leaders Conference with the Early Warning System of the Human Rights 
Ombudsman’s Office

On December 17 and 18, 2014, a conference was held between Protestant and evangelical church leaders and the Early 
Warning System of the Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office. The meeting’s objectives were to analyze the dynamics and 
expressions of the internal armed conflict that generate violence against Protestant and evangelical churches and to identify 
high-risk scenarios on local, regional and national levels. 

Fifty-five people participated in the conference, forty of whom were connected to approximately 10 Protestant and evangeli-
cal denominations in five regions of Colombia. There were also 12 representatives of the Early Warning System of the Hu-
man Rights Ombudsman’s Office. The meeting was a safe space for dialogue about the dynamics of the conflict in different 
regions and about how churches have been bearers of hope. 

The conference successfully identified mechanisms to connect members of the Early Warning System in the Human 
Rights Ombudsman’s Office with the church leaders in the regions. These connections can foster actions to prevent hu-
man rights violations and to promote accompaniment of churches when they face high-risk situations in the context of 
the armed conflict. 

For the churches, this linkage with the Early Warning System was important because it gave greater visibility to the conflict’s 
effects on a sector of vulnerable churches. It also strengthened the churches’ relationship with the State and consolidated 
alliances amongst the churches and their projects in areas characterized by violence. 
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Decision of the Constitutional Court in Favor of Conscientious Objectors to 
Mandatory Military Service1

In 2014, the Colombian Constitutional Court issued two rulings upon reviewing the cases of three conscientious objectors 
to compulsory military service. The two judgements allow other youth who are determining their military situation to access 
their right to conscientious objection. 

The first ruling was sentence T-314 of 2014, in which the Constitutional Court ordered the Army’s Office of Reserve Recruit-
ment and Supervision and the Military District No. 34 in Barrancabermeja to discharge conscientious objector Jhonatan 
David Vargas Becerra within 48 hours and to issue him his corresponding military passbook.

The Constitutional Court protected Jhonatan’s fundamental rights to freedom of conscience and the freedom of worship and 
religion. At the time of the ruling, Jhonatan was imprisoned because the Military considered him a deserter. The Court also 
cautioned the National Army: “in the future, do not again engage in actions that ignore the fundamental rights of conscien-
tious objectors to compulsory military service; and do respond to requests for information related to the military situation of 
those who are performing mandatory military service” (sentence T-314 of 2014). 

The second ruling was sentence T-455 of 2014, in which the Constitutional Court decided on the case of two conscientious 
objectors. The first was a young man in the United Pentecostal Church in the city of Medellín, and the second was conscien-
tious objector Reinaldo Aguirre of the Spring of Eternal Life Church in Soacha, Cundinamarca. Justapaz accompanied Aguirre 
for three years during the legal process to define his military situation.

This sentence, besides ordering the issuance of military passbooks within 48 hours to the two conscientious objectors, also 
reiterated the recognition of the constitutional right to conscientious objection to mandatory military service.

The court ordered the Armed Forces: to resolve conscientious objection requests within 15 days; to never again deny a re-
quest under the rationale that there is no law regulating conscientious objection; to publish a booklet to notify young people 
at the time of inscription of the grounds for exemption and deferral, and of the right to conscientious objection; and to stop 
the use of arbitrary detentions through forced recruitment raids.

Conversations about Reconciliation

On October 17 and 18, 2014, in Bogotá, the Mennonite Church held the “Conversations About Reconciliation” Conference. 
Leaders from different Protestant and evangelical churches participated to encourage a conversation between different faith 

1 Information provided by María Eugenia León, a staff member in Justapaz’s Nonviolence and Conscientious Objectors program. 
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leaders about their understanding of reconciliation 
and its relevance in the current Colombian socio-
political context with the potential end of the armed 
conflict.

The conference had three dialogues about different 
approaches to, and experiences of, reconciliation, as 
well as the church’s main contributions to recon-
ciliation. The first dialogue was guided by the ques-
tions: How do we conceive of reconciliation?, What 
do we understand about reconciliation?, In my work 
experience, what are the key elements for reconcili-
ation? and, What contributions are churches making 
to reconciliation efforts in Colombia? This dialogue 
engaged members of different denominations who 
shared their local experiences in reconciliation.

The conference welcomed Dr. Fernando Enns’ participation. Dr. Enns is a Mennonite university professor in Holland and 
Germany, who focuses on ecumenism and peace and justice theology. Dr. Enns’s speech explained the theological bases of 
reconciliation, its dimensions and areas of work. He also shared information about reconciliation processes in Germany and 
South Africa, and the reconciliation experience between Lutherans and Mennonites following the violence of The Reformation 
in the Sixteenth Century. 

Public Action for the Memory of Bebedó, Chocó2

Leaders of the Mennonite Brethren Churches in Chocó, the Municipal Victims Roundtable of Medio San Juan, the Community 
Council of Bebedó, and Justapaz committed to the task of convening the residents of Bebedó, in the Medio San Juan in 
Chocó province. The gathering was to commemorate 10 years since a tragic violent event in the community. The gathering 
was also to celebrate life and hope, to demand State agencies support the community’s right to know the truth about the 
events, and to begin processes for justice and holistic reparations provided to the Medio San Juan victims.

In a community day of action on November 24, 2014, more than 400 people in the region came together in Bebedó, includ-
ing community leaders, church delegates, and members of regional organizations, to continue demanding their rights and 
social justice for the region. 

2  Information provided by Martín Nates, a staff member in Justapaz’s Sanctuaries of Peace Churches program. 
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The day’s events, organized by the community residents, included:

 · Tour of the town and a cultural event to demand rights and pray for peace
 · Memory action that included a collective and individual narration of the violent events of 2004
 · Cultural and community activity
 · Community statement of demands
 · Ecumenical prayer
 · March for Peace and Reconciliation
 · Community lunch

According to the residents’ accounts, on November 24, 2004, two illegal armed groups engaged in armed combat in 
Bebedó’s town center. For several hours, the civilian population was defenseless before the actions of the violent groups. 
They reported the combat resulted in the murder of a child, a community leader and volunteers in the Chocó Civil Defense. 

Additionally, the community demanded the State:

 · Provide a timely response to processes seeking justice and holistic reparations to victims of the armed conflict.
 · Investigate the State’s participation, by action or omission, in the violence that occurred in the town.
 · Make social investments to improve the quality of education, healthcare, housing plans, and development projects. 
 · Commit to and guarantee its participation in peacebuilding and development activities. 

Photo: Anna Vogt
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Research on El Garzal Community3 

On Thursday, December 11, 2014, researchers at the National University reported on the “Non-Catholic Christian communi-
ties as fertile ground for sustainable development opportunities and spaces: El Garzal case in southern Bolívar (Magdalena 
Medio)” outreach project. The National University of Colombia’s Solidarity Outreach National Fund sponsored this project. 

The research group focused on studying the particularities of the El Garzal community and the nonviolent strategies they have 
implemented when facing threats from armed groups and what practices have been successful.

The goal of the research was to document an emblematic case of a community whose members, through living their faith, 
were able to unite and stay on their lands despite threats against them. Through staying on their lands, they have exercised 
their rights, strengthened their roots in their land, and grown as agricultural producers. 

The research revealed the strong Pentecostal presence in rural areas, highlighting Pentecostal churches as key parts of 
civil society in the midst of conflict. Therefore, they found, faith is a factor that builds cohesion in the communities. Despite 
the differences that may exist amongst community members, the churches are their spaces for community building and 
coexistence. 

As part of the project financed by the National University of Colombia, this experience was shared in academic circles and 
with members of other communities that are in similar circumstances, so they can decide if and how the lessons learned 
may be of use to their own case.

The group also did political advocacy work related to land titling, reporting on El Garzal community’s case to Colombian 
congress people whose supporters are largely members of Protestant and evangelical faith communities. The advocacy work 
resulted in a meeting between El Garzal community leaders and the national director of the Land Restitution Unit. 

The case information was shared through interviews on the National University (UN) radio and National Radio of Colombia, 
who interviewed El Garzal community members and members of the research team. 

Intent on having the community’s voices heard in other spaces, the outreach project members held events about the case 
in Bogotá, Cali, Medellín and Barranquilla, with the support of the Biblical Seminary of Colombia, the Reformed University 
of Barranquilla, and the Baptist University and Seminary of Cali. The experience was shared by conversations facilitated by 
Pastor Salvador Alcántara and by screening the “El Garzal: Faith and Resistance” documentary video. These events were 
attended by a broad group of religious leaders, professors, and NGO staffers. 

3 Information provided by William Mauricio Beltrán and Ivón Cuervo of the National University of Colombia. 
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Neighborhood Pacts for Reconciliation4

Strong Tower Church in western Cali, Valle de Cauca, participated in the Sanctuaries of Peace Churches program. From its 
pastoral experience, the church decided to make it a mission to, “establish the Kingdom of God using the Gospel of Peace, 
Forgiveness, and Reconciliation to create dynamic and collective processes for coexistence, dignity, and wellbeing in the 
communities of the Agua Blanca District [of Cali].”

Their work as a peace church is a response to the different forms of violence, marginalization, and social exclusion that the 
area’s residents experience. Among the violence that concerns them are invisible borders, micro-trafficking, gangs, social 
intolerance, domestic violence, and the presence of illegal armed groups. 

Faced with these realities, in 2015 they decided to promote neighborhood pacts for reconciliation, as a space for coming 
together and dialoguing across social sectors, and above all, with people who are most affected by violence. To this end, they 
held talks to build concrete proposals for neighborly coexistence, nonviolence, reconciliation, entrepreneurship, and reflec-
tion about the peace talks in Havana. The participants signed agreements to carry out the proposals through steps such as 
community action, cultural projects, and advocacy with Cali’s city administration. 

From these pacts, the leaders of Strong Tower Church, with the support of other community organizations, promoted cultural, 
religious and community spaces in the neighborhoods surrounding Commune 16. They called the spaces “Sancochos 5 for 
Reconciliation” to remind and promote reflection on the content of the pacts for neighborly coexistence and to establish com-
mitments from the residents to implement them in the area. 

The neighborhood pacts promoted by Strong Tower Church have achieved:

 · Dialogues with institutions to share the methodology used to create the pacts and to develop agreements to make them 
sustainable.

 · Alliances with other religious groups to create pedagogy about the peace talks in Havana.
 · Greater youth participation thanks to opportunities for cultural expression. 
 · Expanded spaces for Biblical reflection about reconciliation. 
 · Support from academia and local media outlets.
 · Spread the initiative to other evangelical churches in western Cali. 

4 Information provided by Martín Nates, staff member in Justapaz’s Sanctuaries of Peace Churches program. 
5 Sancocho is a traditional Colombian stew that uses numerous ingredients. In slang a sancocho refers to an activity that brings many different people 

and perspectives together. 
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The Strong Tower Church’s advocacy work was based in its identity as a peace church. Furthermore, the church planned to 
continue to dialogue with different grassroots, academic, and governmental organizations to strengthen their peacebuilding 
initiatives in neighborhood and community spaces.

Ecumenical and Inter-Ethnic Roundtable for Reconciliation – CIEDERPAZ6

The Mennonite Brethren Church of Chocó participated in the Sanctuaries of Peace Churches program with faith communi-
ties in Istmina, Andagoya, Condoto, and Unión Panamericana municipalities and in the towns of Bocas de Suruco and Pie de 
Pepé. These are areas that have been historically affected by illegal armed group activities, illicit crops, forced recruitment of 
children, mining, and high levels of government corruption. 

Conscious of their Christian vocation as peacebuilders, they trained their leaders to take on advocacy efforts related to: 
victims’ rights, prevention of recruitment of minors, productive projects and fair trade, pedagogy for peace and reconciliation 
practices. 

Of all their actions for peace, it is worth highlighting that between 2014 and 2015, they formed a Regional Roundtable for 
Reconciliation, made up of the Women’s Network for Peace, victims’ organizations, Afro-Pastoral Ministries, development and 

6  Information provided by Martín Nates, staff member in Justapaz’s Sanctuaries of Peace Churches program.
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productivity foundations, and churches. This space came out of the joint efforts to hold a memory event in Bebedó, Medio 
San Juan. The Roundtable’s goal was to unite actions and propose central hubs of action: victims’ rights, productivity, and 
pedagogy for peace. 

Using dialogues, assesment workshops, and agreements between the Mennonite Brethren Church, Redprodepaz, Justapaz, 
and the Istmina-Tadó Catholic Diocese, the Regional Roundtable of San Juan was formed. 

Subsequent actions included the creation of the Ecumenical and Inter-ethnic Roundtable for Reconciliation, Peace and Devel-
opment in San Juan, Baudó and Litoral, which together represent more than 60% of the territory of Chocó. The Ecumenical 
and Inter-ethnic Roundtable includes the Catholic Church, Mennonite Brethren Church, Community Councils, Indigenous 
Councils, women’s organizations, Afro-Pastoral Ministries, victims’ organizations, the Chamber of Commerce, and others 
were invited such as the Human Rights Ombudsman’s Office, MAPP-OEA (Organization of American States’ Mission to Sup-
port the Peace Process in Colombia), peace platforms, and others. 

The main goal of the Ecumenical and Inter-Ethnic Roundtable was to establish itself as a Development and Peace Program. 
To do so, it created the CIEDERPAZ Corporation, and defined its focus areas as:

 · Victims’ rights: life, dignity and justice
 · Pedagogy for peace: spirituality, cultures and territory
 · Guarantees of citizen participation: land autonomy and self-governance
 · Productivity: ethnodevelopment and caring for the environment
 · Reconciliation: spirit of dialogue and social partnerships 
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Chapter 4
Context Analysis

This chapter discusses some of the more important events in 2014 and 2015 related to the armed conflict and the hu-
man rights situation in Colombia. These events shape the context surrounding the violations suffered by Protestant and 

evangelical individuals, churches and communities.

Peace Talks Process between the Colombian Government and FARC-EP

On August 26, 2012, in Havana, Cuba, delegates for the Colombian government and for the FARC-EP signed the General 
Agreement for the Termination of the Conflict and the Construction of a Stable and Lasting Peace. In this first document, 
they expressed their desire and willingness to begin a dialogue process that could put an end to a conflict with more than 
50 years of violence and that has created millions of victims and a Colombian society submerged in a profound human 
rights crisis. 

The main negotiation points between the National Government and the FARC-EP in 2014 and 2015 were:

1) End of conflict, which included a bilateral and definitive ceasefire, the laying down of arms, and dismantling of para-
militarism; 

2) Victims, which includes the creation of a Truth Commission, a Commission to Find Disappeared Persons, a Special 
Jurisdiction for Peace, and the formulation of reparations measures; 

3) Implementation, verification and a referendum on the Final Agreement. 

The focus on victims is communicated in the Joint Communiqué # 64 on December 15, 2015, titled, “Agreement on the 
Victims of the Conflict, ‘Comprehensive System for Truth, Justice, Reparation and Non-Repetition’, including the Special 
Jurisdiction for Peace; and Commitment on Human Rights”, which emphasizes:
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“Compensating the victims is at the core of the Agreement between the National Government and the 
FARC – EP. In that direction, at the Dialogue Table in Havana, we have discussed and reached agree-
ments on item 5 of the Agenda, “Victims”, which includes sub-items: 1. Victims’ human rights, and 2. 
Truth, seeking to provide contents that will satisfy the vindications of those who have been affected by 
the long confrontation. In the pursuit of a political solution, today, through these new consensuses and 
important de-escalation measures and agreements, we have taken a fundamental step moving forward 
in building the stable and long-lasting peace and bringing an end to a war that has bled the country for 
over half a century.”1

One of the principles of the peace talks agenda was “nothing is agreed until everything is agreed”, however, progress was 
made in building trust. These measures led to the participation of churches and faith-based organizations in steps such as 
the verification of the unilateral ceasefire decreed by the FARC-EP, the delivery of the remains of people reported as disap-
peared in the armed conflict, and early public recognition of responsibility events. 

In December 2014, the FARC-EP announced a unilateral and indefinite ceasefire as an act of good faith for the continua-
tion of the peace negotiations. This ceasefire was broken in April 2015 when FARC-EP members attacked members of the 

1  Peace Talks between the Colombian Republic and Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – Peoples’ Army. Joint Communiqué #64. Havana, Cuba. 

Photo: Anna Vogt
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National Army that were located in La Esperanza town’s sports field in Buenos Aires, Cauca [Case 35]. This rupture started 
three months of armed confrontation and attacks against infrastructure. The violence only stopped when the FARC-EP again 
decreed a unilateral ceasefire on July 20, 2015, which lasted through the end of the year. The FARC-EP convened several 
sectors, including churches, to carry out a verification process of the unilateral ceasefire.

Within the victims’ reparations framework, the agreement includes early public recognition of responsibility events. These 
measures permitted the participation of the Episcopal Conference of Colombia, the Interchurch Dialogue for Peace (DiPaz) 
and other churches. The first early public recognition of responsibility event was in December 2015 in Bojayá, Chocó, where 
the FARC-EP publicly asked for forgiveness for the massacre they committed on May 2, 2012, when a cylinder bomb fell on 
a Catholic church where the civilian population had sought refuge during an armed confrontation. 

Finally, in December 2015, in Villavicencio, Meta, the National Government carried out an early public recognition of respon-
sibility event to hand over the remains of 29 people reported as missing or disappeared in the armed conflict. The act of 
delivering the remains included ecumenical liturgy as a form of accompanying the victims. 

Towards the end of 2015, while the peace talks had advanced and specific agreements had been made in several areas, 
there continued to be concern about other pending topics: a clear and stable transitional justice system; the assurance of 
victims’ rights; transparency and oversight of the implementation and monitoring of the agreements; release of children and 
adolescents from the FARC-EP; and the FARC-EP’s disarmament 2. 

Following the endorsement of the Final Agreement between the Colombian govern-

ment and the FARC-EP, it is important that both parties allow different sectors of civil 

society, such as Protestant and evangelical churches, to participate in the implemen-

tation of the accords.

Situation of Human Rights and International Humanitarian Law Violations 

While the peace talk process between the Colombian government and the FARC-EP advanced, the armed conflict continued 
to negatively affect the civilian population.

2 Mennonite Central Committee (March 7, 2016). Retrieved on November 10, 2016, from https://mcc.org/stories/voices-hope-colombia
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Forced Displacement

For the two years covered in this A Prophetic Call, the Consultancy for Human Rights and Displacement (CODHES) estab-
lished that from 2010 to 2014, there were 350 mass displacement events that affected around 70,000 people. CODHES 
noted in particular how mass displacement has affected the Afro-descendent population on the nation’s Pacific Coast in 
Chocó, Valle del Cauca, Cauca and Nariño provinces3. 

The State must adopt adequate public policies to protect the rights of people who 

have been displaced, and must prioritize the area with the largest number of people 

who are victims of forced displacement. 

The State must implement strategies to stop the forced displacement phenomenon 

and must make progress in investigating and holding responsible those who are caus-

ing these crimes. 

It is important that the State recognize people who have been forced to leave their 

homes by mega-projects as victims of forced displacement. Many of these projects 

have been directly supported by the actions of neo-paramilitary groups.

Acts of War 

Between April and July of 2015, armed confrontation increased due to the breaking of the unilateral ceasefire decreed by the 
FARC-EP [Case 35]. The end of the ceasefire caused the National Army to resume its armed offensive against the FARC-EP. 
As a result of the end of the ceasefire, CODHES documented 183 armed actions between May 22 and June 22, 20154. These 
actions were particularly prevalent in the Pacific Coast and in Antioquia and Putumayo. 

During this period of resumed armed confrontation, several communities had restrictions placed on access, were subject to 
confinement and to restrictions on their mobility, because of accusations, threats, and fighting. CODHES highlighted:

“In terms of International Humanitarian Law, violations have been identified in 62 municipalities and com-
mitted by all the armed actors: both the FARC and ELN guerrillas, the post-demobilization paramilitary 

3 CODHES (2015). CODHES Report Number 84: El pacífico en disputa continúa: en nuevo escenario, en la misma guerra (Pacific dispute continues: The 
same war on a new stage). Bogotá: CODHES.

4 Ibid., p.3.
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groups, and the Colombian Armed Forces (…). During these 20 days, nine incidents of mass displace-
ment were identified (…): In López de Micay, there were four displacements that caused at least 2,305 
people to leave their homes, of which some 2,135 are Afro-descendants and the rest are indigenous. In 
Guapí, there were two displacements causing 733 members of Afro-descendent communities to leave 
their homes. In El Charco, one displacement caused 400 Afro-descendant people to leave, and in Litoral 
de San Juan, one displacement event caused 53 people to flee” 5.

To continue contributing to the end of the internal armed conflict, it is necessary for 

the National Liberation Army (ELN) and the Colombian government to begin a public 

negotiation phase of peace talks as a conduit to the end of armed confrontation. 

While armed conflict continues in Colombia, it is extremely important for the con-

frontation to respect the norms set out in International Humanitarian Law, especially 

those norms such as: not including the civilian population in the conflict, not recruiting 

children and adolescents, not using children and women as spoils of war, respecting 

the free movement of the civilian population, and abstaining from using illegal means 

and methods of warfare. 

The Conflict’s Effects on Boys, Girls, Adolescents and Youths

The Coalition Against the Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth in Armed Conflict in Colombia (COALICO) identified 644 armed 
conflict events between January and November of 2014 that directly affected boys, girls and adolescents6. This number 
shows the scale of the armed conflict actions that directly affected this population and that require special attention from 
organizations that work on topics related to human rights and IHL violations. 

According to COALICO’s Monitoring Bulletin No. 13, in 2014, a monitoring process documented 80 violations of the right to 
life and physical integrity committed against boys, girls and adolescents in the context of the armed conflict. Of these viola-
tions, “39 were homicides, 31 were injuries, 8 were mutilations (mainly by anti-personnel mines) and two involved torture” 7. 
The majority of these violations were in Valle del Cauca, Atlántico, Antioquia and Cauca provinces. 

5 Ibid., p.4.
6 Coalition Against the Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth to Armed Conflict in Colombia (2014). Monitoring Bulletin No. 13. Bogotá, Colombia: Coali-

tion Against the Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth to Armed Conflict in Colombia. 
7 Ibid., p. 2.
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In its Monitoring Bulletin No. 15, COALICO document-
ed a total of 403 violation events between January 
and December of 2015 that directly affected boys, 
girls and adolescents8. These numbers show a reduc-
tion in the direct violations against this population. 

These problems also affect youth in churches and 
young people of faith, specifically the victimizing 
events such as homicide [Case 4]; torture, disappear-
ance, displacement and sexual violence [Case 36]; 
and cases in which boys, girls, adolescents and youth 
were at risk of being forcibly recruited by illegal armed 

groups [Case 30]. This reflects the continual threat that this population faces in the internal armed conflict in the country and 
their special vulnerability, as well as the work that social organizations have been developing for their protection.

In February 2015, the FARC-EP publically announced a decision to stop recruiting all minors, understood as under the age 
of 18 years old. After a meeting in Cuba on October 30, 2015, to discuss the future of boys, girls and adolescents affected 
by the Colombian conflict, the UN Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict Leila Zerrougui “welcomed with 
satisfaction the commitments made by the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – Peoples’ Army (FARC-EP)” 9. 

This high official considered the commitments a fundamental step towards protecting minors and fulfilling international 
law. “During the meeting, the armed group declared its willingness to free the minors in its ranks that are 15 years old and 
younger. It also, along with the government, stated its predisposition to collaborate with the reintegration of these children 
into society.” However, she also stated her concern about the continued illegal use and involvement of minors in the conflict 
by both the FARC-EP and other armed groups.

The State must strengthen its policies to protect boys, girls and adolescents from the 

impact of the armed conflict, and define clear strategies to prevent recruitment and 

the use of this young population by all armed actors. 

8 Coalition Against the Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth to Armed Conflict in Colombia (2015). Monitoring Bulletin No. 15. Bogotá, Colombia: Coali-
tion Against the Involvement of Boys, Girls, and Youth to Armed Conflict in Colombia.

9 United Nations. (November 05, 2015). www.un.org. Retrieved on November 10, 2016, from http://www.un.org/spanish/News/story.asp?NewsID=337
70&Kw1=colombia&Kw2=Leila+Zerrougui&Kw3=#.WCSn24bhCUk
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Religious Intolerance 

During the 2014-2015 timeframe covered in this report, several different situations were identified where the right to free-
dom of religion was threatened.

In Arauca province, the ELN and FARC-EP guerrillas have prohibited religious worship in rural areas since 2012. In 2014, 
this restriction was strengthened and produced threats and displacement of church leaders that continued their ministries 
[Case 29]. 

The right to religious freedom was also violated in 2014 and 2015 when the Colombian Armed Forces recruited youth who 
are religiously motivated conscientious objectors to compulsory military service [Cases 8 and 25].

It is necessary to continue to insist on the Armed Forces’ obligation to guarantee the 

right to conscientious objection to compulsory military service, based in constitutional 

norms, the Constitutional Court’s jurisprudence, and international norms that protect 

those people whose conscience prevents them from direct or indirect involvement in 

military structures and dynamics.

Threats to Leaders 

In 2014 and 2015, threats, harassment, and attacks continued to be made against human rights defenders. According to the 
Information System on Aggressions Against Human Rights Defenders (SIADDHH) of the We Are Defenders Program, “there 
was a 71% increase in individual aggressions registered against defenders in 2014, compared to 2013. Between January 
and December 2013, the Information System reported 366 defenders attacked; in the same timeframe in 2014, there were 
626 cases”10. Of the 626 cases registered in 2014, some 78% were threats, corresponding to 488 cases, 9% were homi-
cides (55 cases), 6% were attempted homicides (41 cases), 4% were arbitrary detentions (23 cases), 2% were information 
theft (10 cases) and 1% were baseless criminal prosecutions (8 cases)11.

The SIADDHH reported that in 2015, “63 defenders and social leaders were murdered, eight more than in 2014, representing 
an increase in 13% over the previous year. (…) Of the 63 homicides, 85.5% were men (55 cases) and 14.5% were women 

10 We Are Defenders Program. (2014). Information System on Aggressions Against Human Rights Defenders (SIADDHH ). Bogotá. We Are Defenders 
Program. 

11 Ibíd., p. 47.
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(8 cases)” 12. This happened during the year of the FARC-EP’s partial or temporary ceasefire, but it also reflects an increase 
in acts of war committed by other illegal armed groups, in particular neo-paramilitaries [Case 13]. 

Additionally, the report also contextualized these numbers: this “increase in homicides against defenders is seen in the year 
with the lowest number of overall homicides in Colombia for socio-political reasons and due to the substantial reduction in 
acts of war resulting from the de-escalation of the internal armed conflict” 13. However, it is important to note that although 
figures for overall violations against human rights defenders has gone down, this population continues to be targeted by false 
accusations and direct aggressions due to their work. 

It is important that the National Protection Unit develop and provide new measures 

for comprehensive protection, including nonviolent strategies. It should also study the 

successful protection strategies used by international accompaniment organizations.

The State must be more decisive in combatting the impunity that surrounds the crimes 

committed against social leaders. They must be more efficient in investigating and 

prosecuting the responsible parties. 

Scenarios for civil society participation

Between the Colombian government and FARC-EP peace talks, and the beginning of the possibility of peace talks with the 
ELN, the years 2014 and 2015 generated several spaces for civil society to come together to develop peacebuilding initia-
tives in Colombia. 

Statement of the National Gathering for Peace 2015 – Peace is Now

On July 22, 2015, the National Gathering for Peace – “Peace is Now” was held to bring together several peace organiza-
tions and initiatives from different sectors: from governmental entities, to civil society organizations, to different faith groups. 
The gathering was opened with the statement: “For decades, we women and men of all social conditions have searched 
for peace, and now we have the opportunity to end the armed conflict and open a fruitful period of lasting peace (…).  
Peace demands that resolving conflicts with arms be an option of the past, starting now, and that instead social conflicts  
 

12 We Are Defenders Program (2015). Information System on Aggressions Against Human Rights Defenders (SIADDHH). Bogotá. We Are Defenders 
Program.

13 Ibid., p. 27.
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are addressed and negotiated using democracy, that social protest and [the right to] political opposition are fully guaranteed 
and protected, and that the State fulfill the commitments and agreements it makes through these methods.” 14 

Participants in this setting discussed the importance of supporting the peace dialogues between the Colombian government 
and the FARC-EP, and highlighted the necessity for sustained exploratory dialogues with the ELN guerrilla. Emphasis was 
placed on the importance of having commitments in word and deed to achieve an inclusive peace, as well as establish that 
“it is time for effective participation from all the initiatives and from all spheres of social life. What we thought to do tomorrow 
for peace in Colombia, we have to do today. Tomorrow may be too late. We call on the imagination, on constructive proposals, 
on mobilization, and on parties for peace. There is no other more important task than to contribute to efforts to achieve a 
future of buen vivir 15, freedom, equity, justice and democracy”. 16

This space was convened and promoted by several organizations including: Members of the House of Representatives’ Peace 
Commission; Members of the Senate’s Peace Commission; Colombia Reconciliation Campaign; Broad Front for Peace with 
Social Justice and Full Democracy; Agrarian, Ethnic, Farmer and Peoples’ Summit; National Secretariat of Social Ministries; 
National Indigenous Organization of Colombia (ONIC); Peoples’ Congress, Workers Syndicate Union-USO; Network of Initia-
tives for Peace and Against War – REDEPAZ; the High Council for Victims’ Rights, Peace and Reconciliation; the Center for 
Memory, Peace and Reconciliation in Bogotá; Viva la Ciudadanía; INDEPAZ; The Christian Center for Justice, Peace and Non-
violent Action – JUSTAPAZ; Church of God MYI; Peace and Reconciliation; Consultancy for Human Rights and Displacement-
CODHES and the Colombian Mennonite Foundation for Development– MENCOLDES, among others. 

Interchurch Dialogue for Peace in Colombia - DiPaz

In 2014, the CEDECOL Peace Commission and Justapaz began to participate actively as members of the Interchurch Dia-
logue for Peace in Colombia (DiPaz). This process is organized by churches and faith-based organizations that have over the 
years jointly participated in social processes and in accompaniment of communities using nonviolence to build peace and 
seek truth and justice for a true reconciliation in Colombia17.

DiPaz’s main objective is to create and implement a shared agenda for churches and organizations that allows public advo-
cacy based in the lessons learned from peace building efforts led by Colombian faith communities and ecclesial organizations 

14 Center for Memory, Peace and Reconciliation. (July 22, 2015). Retrieved November 10, 2016, from http://centromemoria.gov.co/declaracion-del-
encuentro-nacional-de-paz/

15 Translation Editor’s Note: There is no good English translation for Buen Vivir, which is the Spanish translation of the Quechua term Sumak Kawsay, 
and “describes a way of doing things that is community-centric, ecologically-balanced and culturally-sensitive.” See: https://www.theguardian.com/
sustainable-business/blog/buen-vivir-philosophy-south-america-eduardo-gudynas

16 Ibid., p. 2.
17 Interchurch Dialogue for Peace in Colombia (July 28, 2015). Retrieved on November 10, 2016, from https://dipazcolombia.wordpress.com/2015/07/28/

hello-world/ 
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and from peace and reconciliation work led by international 
ecumenical movements. This initiative seeks to generate 
spaces for dialogue and exchange to generate synergies 
between different parts of civil society and the ecclesial 
community. It also seeks to facilitate dialogue with national 
government entities, other civil society organizations, and 
other peacebuilding initiatives. 

In 2015, DiPaz participated in the trust-building measures 
decreed by the Colombian government and the FARC-EP. 
It participated in the verification of the unilateral ceasefire, 
in the liturgical acts for the delivery of the remains of dis-
appeared persons, and in the development of other early 
recognition of responsibility events. 

Social Mobilization 

In 2014 and 2015, social mobilization was used as a tool to 
demand rights all over the Colombian national territory. Civil 
society participated in large scale mobilizations on several 
topics that were on the national or regional political agenda 
throughout those two years.

Different sectors exercised their constitutional right to peaceful protests, including agrarian groups, students, artisanal min-
ers, educators, drivers, and some ethnic and indigenous groups. Churches and faith-based organizations have historically 
accompanied these population groups and thus participated in different nonviolent direct actions across the country. 

It is imperative that the right to protest is fully guaranteed and that those who partici-

pate in protests are neither criminalized nor prosecuted. Protest is one of civil society’s 

tools for nonviolent resistance and influencing the decision making process.
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Glossary of Terms*
* These categories are mostly taken from the conceptual framework used in the CINEP (Center for Research and Popular Education) database.   

VIOLATION TYPE DEFINITION

Threat Intimidation forecasting grave harm to a person or family.

Attempted Homicide An unsuccessful attempt to intentionally take the life or damage the physical integrity of a person. 

Confinement When armed actors impede the mobility of individuals or groups.

Forced Disappearance When a person’s whereabouts is unknown and it is presumed that they were taken by one of the actors in the conflict.

Forced Displacement The forced migration of a person or human group within a national territory. The person or group is forced to abandon 
their residence and their usual economic activities because their lives, physical integrity, or freedom have been violated 
or are threatened by and due to the armed conflict.

Arbitrary Detention Deprivation of liberty for an individual or group caused by public officials as a result of abuse of authority or a biased or 
influenced criminal prosecution.

Injury Cause injuries to a person.

Homicide Cause the death of a human being.

Pillage Illegal, violent, and arbitrary destruction or appropriation of goods belonging to the civilian population.

Illegal Means and 
Methods of Warfare

Includes attacks against civilian, cultural, or religious goods or objects, as well as against goods indispensable to the 
survival of the civilian population. 

Privation of Liberty Restriction of a person’s physical liberty, subjecting or placing the person in position of subordination. Kidnapping and 
hostage taking.

Recruitment of Children When a combatant group incorporates a minor under age 18 in its ranks.

Torture All acts that intentionally inflict on a person serious pain or suffering, be it physical or mental, with the goal of: getting 
information or a confession from that person or a third person, punishing the person for an action, or to intimidate or 
coerce the person or others, or for any reason based in any type of discrimination.

Victim A person or human collective that has suffered a violation of human rights or International Humanitarian Law (IHL). 

ARMED GROUPS DEFINITION

Combatants Refers to violations generated during confrontations between two or more armed groups and where the responsibility 
cannot be assigned to a single group. 

ELN National Liberation Army, Colombia’s second largest guerrilla group. 

FARC-EP The Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – People’s Army, currently the oldest guerrilla group in Latin America and 
the largest guerrilla group in Colombia. 

Public Security Forces Includes all of the branches of Colombia’s Armed Forces and Police, including armed investigative units. 

Neo-paramilitaries Post-demobilization illegal armed groups with strategies and actions directed against the civilian population. These groups 
have a reduced counter-insurgency discourse and an increased focus on illegal economic activities such as narco-traffic-
king, extortion, and illegal mining.




